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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
19th December 1867.

No. 170. Read the following letter from the Adjutant General, to the Sccre-
tary to Government, Military Department, Fort Saint George; dated
Fort Saint George, 6th December 1867, No. 669.

I have the honor, by order of the Commander-in-Chicf, to request you will
submit to the Right Honorable the Governor in Council the accompanying repre-
sentation from Lieutenant Colonel G. Smart, Madras Local Service, begging for
exemption from tax for one horse and carriage, such being required for the due per-

formance of his duty. .

9. The case of Officers, whether of the Staff Corps or Local Service, doing
oencral duty, differs in no respect from  that of Officers doing Regimental duty,
save that the former draw no Stafl emolunients, and it would appear that the words
“ and Officers doing general duty” were unintentionally omitted when the Act was

framed.
3. Licutenant General McCleverty, therefore, requests that the favorable con-

e,

sideration of Government may be extended to all Officers in a similar position to
that of Licutenanut Colonel Smart.

From Licutenant-Colonel G. SMART, Madras Local Service, to the Adjutant General, Fort
Saint George ; dated Madras, 3Cth November 1867,

0. the 20th instant, I requested the Municipal Commissioners, Madras, to inform me whether,
w Lor the Municipal Act for 1867, I was not, in common with Officers doing Regimental duty at
the Presidency, entitled to claim exemption from tax for one horse and one carriage, and at the
sam> time renucsted that, in the event of doubt existing on the point, the matter might be referred
for the decision of Government.

2, I received a reply, to the effect that there is nothing in the Act that the President is aware
of ur:der which I can claim exemption from paying tax on any horses and carriages owned by me ;
that Staff Corps Officers and Officers doing Garrison duty, and not attached to Regiments, have
alwavs hadto pay tax on their vehicles and animals ; and that this is not a case for reference by
the ‘:’resideut to Government, but that I might refer the question if I chose.

3. I hLave, therefore, the honor to request that you will be so good as to submit this my
apnlication to Ilis Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, with the view, should he approve, of its
Leing forwarded for the decision of Government,.

4. I pointed out to the Municipal Commissioners that, as I am doing general duty at the
Dresideney, it appearced to me that my case is analagous to that of an Officer doing Regimental
dutyr, and that, doubtless, the fact, that, whilst so employed, I receive less allowances than a Field
Offizer of my rank doing Regimental duty would have due weight in influencing thc decision to be
arrived at.

5. The reply to which I have alluded would ‘appear to be the sole opinion of the President
of the Commission, the subject not having apparently been submitted for the consideration of the
Municipal Commissioners at large, and I may further bring to notice that, although no mention
is malde in the Act of Officers doing general duty being exempted from paying the tax on
one carriage and one horse, still I conceive that, if the spirit of the Section on the subject
is taken, the intention of the Legislature must likewise have been to exempt Officers doing general
duty, inasmuch as they, from the naturc of their duties are obliged to keep a horse and carriage,
and, morcover, as far as Field Officers are concerned, they draw considerably less allowances
than their more fortunate brother Officers doing Regimental daty, the object of exempting whom
would appear to have been that their duties oblige them to keep a horse and carriage, on which
they ave ill able to afford to pay a tax.
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6. Should it, however, appear to Tis Excellency that, when framing the Act, the omission of
the words “ and Officers doing general duty” from the Seetion was a mere oversight, 1 trust that
it may be brought to notice, with a view to rectification.

Transferred to the Public Department,

Forr Saixt GEORGE, (Signed) H. MARSHALL, Major General,
12¢% December 1867, Secrefury to Government, M. D,
No. 171. OrpEr THEREON, 19th December 1867, No. 1604,

The Governor in Council is unable to interfere with the decision of the Muni-
cipal Commissioners in the matter to which the correspondence above recorded has
reference.

2. The exemption of Officers doing genceral duty from the tax on carriages and
horses will be considered when Act IX of 1867 comes under revision.

(True Extract),

Chicf Secretary.

To the Military Department.
Legislative Department.
President, Madras Municipal Commission,
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Exd. J. I, Bures.
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