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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
" 10tk December 1867. :

No. 108. Read the following letter from the President of the Madras Municipal
Commission, to the Chief Secretary to Governipent. Fort Saint George ;
dated Madras, 29th November 1867, No. 65. ’ ’

With reference to my letter of 13th instant, handing & copy of the Proceedings
of the first Gencral Mceting of the Municipal Commissionery o, the Town of Madras
under Act IX of 1867 I have the honor to report that, at au at;~urned Meeting of
the Commissioners held yesterday, it was decided that the resolution oronosed by

Mr. Parthasarady Naidoo, seconded by Major Hearn, and earried at the said Meeting

of 12th instant, as follows :— ‘

‘ That it bo brought to the notice of Government that the present Collector

has not been required to furnish security, and recommending that he be called

upon to deposit 30,000 Rupees, one-half in Government Securities.”— :
should be cxpunged from the Proceedings, as, no notice of the said resolution
having been given, it was clearly irregular and inadmissible under Section 20 of
the Municipal Act. o

At the adjourned General Meeting of the Municipal Commissioners for the Tawn of Madras under
Act No. IX of 1867 held at their office in Errah Bauloo Chetty Strees, Black Town, on
Thursday the 28th day of November 1867, at noon. :

Present.

Colonel C. A. Denison..... . rerise sereresen verernns President.

Surgeon Major W.J. VanSomeren, Dr. D. H. Paterson, G. Narasimuloo Chiggty G
V. Kristnama Chariar, M. S. Shadagopa Moodelliar, Y. Vencataramiah Garu, C. Parthasarady

Naidoo Garu, P. Somasoondrum Chettyar, C. V. Parthasarady Iyengar, Mr. J. W. Gantz, Mr.
Cyrus Grant, L. Chengulroy Naicker, Major C. S. Hearn, Surgeon H. E. Busteed, Mr. Peter Orr,
Mr. G. Tlamnett, Colonel A. C. Silver, Mr. J. Higginbotham, Dr. J. Miller, Mr. J. Grose, Mr.
J. J. ¥ranklin, Janay Jahan Khan Bahadoor, Major J. H. M. Shaw Stewart, the Honorable Meer
Humayoon Jah Bahadoor, M. Vencatasawmy Naidoo Garu.

The President addresses the Meeting as follows : —
MINUTE.
Mvuwicrear Commissioners’ OFFiCE,

28th November 1867.
GENTLEMEN, -

The first thing I have to bring to your notice is on a point of order and an irregularity in
our proceedings of the 12th instant, which I take blame to myself for having permitted. You
are all aware to what I allude, viz., the resolution proposed by Mr. Parthasarady Naidoo, and
scconded by Major Hearn, as to the amount of security to be taken from the Collector. No notice
of this resolution having been given, it was clearly irregular and inadmissible under Section 20 of
the Act, and although the latter portion of Section 22 says that ‘‘ no business shall be transacted
at any adjourned Meeting other than the business left unfinished at the Meeting from which such
adjournment took place,” I am of opinion that it would be clearly an illegal proceeding allowing
this resolution, passed under a misconception, to stand on record, and, therefore, have to ask your
permission to expunge it from the Proceedings of the 12th instant.

Mr. C. Parthasarady Naidoo requests that his Minute of 25th instant be read, expressing his
opinion that the resolution passed at the last Meeting regarding the security to be furnished by
the Collector was in order and not iliegal. -

The Minute is read by the Assistant to the President.

The President then asked whether the Meeting wished the resolution in question to be ex-
punged from the Proceedings of the 12th instant, and, no member discenting, it was resolved to

exparg? the same.
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the items entered in the budget. Lo all Governmaent Departments, we estiiate and budeet for

our expenditure, and the revising authority enrtuils orsanctions as may by deemed expedicnt
and as we, the Cowmuissioners, are the revising authority in t
course, be very much gutded in the taxes we nnse by the ovpenditare we sanction.  However,
gentlemen, taking the estimate of ineonie and expenditure as submitted to Government, under Acer
IX of 1865, for 1848 as onr Lusis we have — '

HER

Honse and Tand rate, at 75 pereent . oL 2085000
Tax on professions and ealling=....... .. e e e . L io.oun
Carriage Heense oo . T e s '43,()(!()
Tolls............ PN e e 42 000
Cart rezistration, ... ....... . ... s 12,600
Government eontribution to reads......... .o L 35,000
Rent of market stalls.. ... ..o e e B0L06D
sale of hay....... e e 2000

Total. .5, 11,000
Now this must be taken as a very moderate extimate, as 1 find the tax on trales and profes-
sions estimated at 83,387 Rupees less for 1568 than the dewand for 1867, There may have
been errors in assessing the tax for 1867, bhut 83,000 Rupees is a larze margin to allow.
However, assuming the incone for 18068 to be only 5,11,000 {my own belief is it ought to be
more’, we have as foilows @ -

RS,
Balance in Bank on 313t October 1867.. .ooe ool L. 99 8R2
(Foavertment Seecuritieg | e L 533,570
Advances recoverable from contractors, less a sum held in

Aeposito i e 6,730
Income as cstimated under Act 1X of 1865 for 1868, ... . :',,11,mm
Liquor Liceuse, under the newdeto...oooo 0 . 10,000
Additional for tolls per accepted contracts........... ... ... t".’_(;m)
Arrears of house and Lund rate on $1st October for 1867, 1,297,964
Arrcars of tax on professions and callings up to 31st Ocro-

ber 18670

e 3,140,807

Toral (11,714,955

Perhaps a lakh of Rupees of these arrears never will be eolleeted, but even then we have still
aver 10} lakhs of Rupees due to the Municipal Exchequer during 1868, With reforence to these
arrcars, I think the fact of their existence ought to engage the cloze attention of the Execntive,
as surely there must be a screw loose somewhere, as 1 find ont of the tax on arts and profes-
gions, estimated to yicld in 1867 Rupees 1,98,587, something less than sixteen thousand Rupees
collected.  We now come to the proposed expenditure.  In this estimate of ineome and expendi-
ture for 1868 under Act 1X of 1865, we find the expenditure estimated made to tally exacily with
ineome, viz., Rupees 5,111,000, under several hearkines s but as the sums entered are sums in
the gross withont detail of any kind, it is impossible to judge of them  Lthink that, in future,

Le estimate of expenditure should be furnished to s a firtde wmore indetail. For tustagee, new

o~

works and improvements are’set down at Rupees 87,000, Now, I, for one, should ke to know what
thiese are before sanetioning the expenditure.  If under this heading comes the item mentioned
he aar Presideut in his opening Minute as * opening out broal streets from east to west of Black
"i*‘.u\,—;::," I think he will make very hittle progress with Rupees 87,0000 T Lave had a good deal
of sxnerience of thiz sort of thing, and I thiuk that the attempt o open sut broad  streets from
ensr L:) west of Black Town must be regarded as fmpracticable.  Inthe first place, the value of
property in Black Town is so great that it would take lakhs of Ruapees to make anything Hke a

veginning.  The property could not be obtained except nnder the ccmpulsory provisions of Act

the preseut instanee, we should, of

B
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VIof 1857 ; it would entail areat hardship on the people, driving them houseless to obtain shelter
elsewhere : and 1 know, having recently been enzaged in the purchase of land for Government
ander Act VT of 15537, that the B alives have now great difficulty in obiaining building sites.
The uext item 1% rehaivs, Rupees 1,290,630 5 Tsuppose thig refers to reform and repair of roads.

All these gross swmns are veferred to iaparageashs 1,203, 4 and 55 but as thes? paragraphs are
voare. The next item is lizhting, Rupees 51,0005
+he uext, conservaney, Rupees 20027 Lat a3 this sulyect has been well eonsidered by a Sub-

. . 1., e 1o The Ay lie .q : s & S y
Committee, we will bo grided by their views. The naxt item is establishinents, Rupees 92,981,

not furnished to ug, we caunov well wuat b

this is oxclusive of conscrvancy. I Lave only the same remark to make on this as on former
items, that, Dheing in the gross without detwil, ¥ am unable to judge ofit, hut Ido not raise any
objoction to the amall increase asked for by the Prosident to the establishment of the Commis-
gioners’ Uffice, the estallishment of the Assessor and Colleetor, and establishment of the Executive
Tagincer, although I must remark that the pereentage the estallishments bear to cur income is
great. Thc fnal item is contribution to the Police, Rupees 1,03,072—a Leavy item. We now
eome to o ponzgh drafeol the Supplemental Budget for 1863 that has been submitted to us. The
first ivom entered iz, ¢ first instalment of probable expenliture for water distribution, Rupees
200,008, Lut as our President in his opening Minute told us that the money for this purpose
was to b Loerawed from Goverinment, aud the Aet specially provides thaﬁ works of a permanent
nature shall b constructed Ly borrowed money, I Qs not understand that we are reqnired to pro=
vide anything wore than iho interest on the anticipated outlay for 18G8.  The next item 1s Ru-
pees 500 for alditional latrines and urinals. -The next is a market, Rupees 1,00,000 5 now with
regard to this item, [ think we ought to see the plans and estimates for it. I think, farther, we
ghould Lave information in detail as to.the unsuitableness of the presentmarket; the impracti-
cability of improviug it, and what it is proposed to substitute for it. T, fur une, am not prepared
to vot‘; away a lakh of Rupees of the people’s money without fally comprehending how 1t is to be
applied. The next itew i additional lighting, Rupees 9000. The next 1Acem is Rapees 5:),00.0,
for increascl conservancy cstablishments, which has been dealt with by Dr. Puterzon’s Commit-
tea, aal reduced to about Rupees 25,000. The next item is Rupecs 30,000 for ‘ron boats. On
this hoa 1, T think we should Lawve full information from owr President, as to whother the removal
of the riubhish by boats is the plan finally determined upon. There have been several plans under
discussion L. vemoving or destroying the rabbish, viz., by rail, by haats, by ciuerators, and I
believe a plan Ly a Mr. Lyons, of which the ontsid» public know nothing. I.shou'd like to hear
from our President of the coasideration that has boen given to all thesy projosals, and of the

ginal d:termination that has been come to before giving my assent to building more iron boats ; -

put I guite agree with the suggestion of Dr. Patorson’s Committee to build a few wooden ones as
a temporary measure.  The next item 1s Rupees 10,000 for more « rabbish carts, Rapees 2450 for
tro‘nle;'s, hat these itoms have been dealt with by the Sub-Committee on conservancy. Rupees
6000 vis enterel for vegiatration of births and deaths. The total amount of the Snpplemental
Budget, as now bofore us, is Rupees 4,17,554, but I think it should be revised, and a fregh Budget
for 1863, in accordance with Scetions 37, 28 and 29 of the new Act, and more in detail, submitted
at a future Mecting, when we can discuss, pass, or modify each item ; but in support of my amend-
ment, that the house and land rate foc 1508 remais at 74 per cent., I think I have said enough
when I showed that for the coming ycar we have over 10 lakhs of Rupees due to the Municipal
Exchequer.

1 wish it to be distinctly understood that I make no objcetion to provide and set apart a
portion of eir funds for the payment of intcrest on borrowed money for works of great public
improvement, sich as the water distribation project, but that portion of the subject I would dis-
cuss whe o President submits his revised estimate of income and expenditure for 1868, and
on these wrownls | submit my amendment.”

The onoralle Meer Humayoon Jah Bahadoor seeonded the amendment, and observed thag,
lookin -t the large outstandings of rates and taxes and the cash andszeurities in hand, be Jid now
think e v coudid Lo any neeessity for tieveasing the rate on houses and hands in the cas s

year.  Colendd Silver's amendment was then put to the Mecting and carried,
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The President thensaid o Budget Estimate of income and expandiinre &0 1S53 will bo pra-
- T 1 I
pared with as little delay as possible and cireulated o the (

M PR . 5 “y '
O E3S10Ty ERACI PO N M DRI Esly WitiL thc

S provisions of Sections 27 to 30, and that g Speeial Mecting will ho el ¢, vonshior e same.
The Budzet wili he rrepaved inothe form Taid downy, Ly Guverument Tor (e sablunes of the late
Board, uuler Aet IX of 1865,

Colonel Silver observed thas full virbi
[

cdues of the proposed expendiome ehauid he given as
be was not prepared to vote away tha womney of the rate-payers, unless satisfed that the expendl-

ture 13 neeessary and for the public zood,

Mr. 71 Veneataramiah suggested that his lotter to the President, dated [0 insraut, and the
forms annoxed o it, should be laid befure the pronased Snecial Meoting,

The President said tha letter in quostion shall be ehrealated with the Balst Bsthoates, and
16 would be open toa Meeting to make such alterarions in th

2 forms as they conidored desirable,
but he was of opinion that, cousidering the creal o

ety T

Cthat wonld atteud the iom, bierion of any
new forms, it would be better to foliow those laid down hy Government under <o

irte Municipal
Act, and defer the adoption of sy amended forms autil the Budget for 1869 13 19 be prepared,

The Meeting then terminated,
(Signed) C. DENISON,
President of the Modras Munie ipal Commission.

No. 109. ORDER THEREON, 10th December 1867, No. 1570.
To be recorded.
(True Extract).
R. 8. ELLIS,
Chicf Seerelary.,

Ezd. J. Il. Burps,
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