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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
2nd December 1867.

.. ~—

No. 3. From His Excellency M. BONTEMPS, Governor of the French Settle-
ments in India, to His Exccllency the Right Honorable the Governor of
Presidency of Fort Saint George, Madras; dated Pondicherry, 22nd
November 1867, No. 19.

TRANSLATION.

T have received the letter that your Excellency has done me the honor to
address m on the subject of the Indian emigration to Irench Guiana.

2. Thavenot up to this time received from my Government any intimation of
a nature to lead me $o suppose that it is its intention to renounce, as far as Guiana is
concerned, the stipulation of the International Convention, which provides in an
absolute manner for the emigration of coolics (Indians) to that Colony. On the
confrary it was with the co-operation and by th: interposition of the Department of
Marine that four shipments of emigrants were despatched to that Colony from the
13th November 1865 to the 15th March 1847.

3. While I appreciato the just solivitude which leads your kixeellency to fear
the possible effect of there being no British Consul at Guiana, I do not doubt but
that your Exccllency does not concur in the exaggerations which appear in the
reports commanicated to me in support of your letter. It is impossible for me not
to protest against the imputation that, in a French country, emigrants placed under
the protection of the Government of the country will be in danger of perishing for
want of food,

4. Without dwelling longer on the opinions to which Mr. Norfor has comunit-
ted himself, and which are based on a pretended commereial crisis which exists only
in his imagination, so far at least as Guiana, with which wo are at present engaged,
is concerned, T am happy to be able to inform your Excellency that no shipments
of emigrants for that Colony will take place during the present season.

5. Your Excellency’s observations will be of use in so faras th cy will reach
your Government in sufficient time to enable a Consul being appointed to Cayenne
before the commencement of operations next season.

(True Translation).

(Signed) J.W. LYON S,
3tk November 1867, French Translator.

Exd. J. Tullech.
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Pusric DEPARTMENT,
No. 1504,

Frou
R. S. ELLIS, Esq, c. B,
e Chicf Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George,

Tee SECRETARY 1o THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
HoME DEPARTMENT.

To

SIR,

I am directed by the Governor in Council to submit, for the information of
the Governor General in Council, copies of the correspondence which has passed
'Po His Excellency the Governor of the French Settlements betwoen "the Madras Government and

in India, with enclosures, dated 13th November 1867, the Grovernor of the French Settlements
From o 22nd do, No.19. in India, on the subject of Emigration to
Cayenne in French Guiana.

2. From the papers which accompanied the Despatch from the Secretary of
State for India, forwarded by Mr. Under Secretary Harington on the 23rd August
last for the information of this Government, it is evident that it was supposed by
the Sccrctaries of State for India and for Foreign Affairs that the emigration of
Natives of Dritish India to French Guiana had ceased since 1862. It will be seen
from the letter enclosed from the British Consular Agent at Pondicherry that emi-
graticn to Caycenne has been resumed, and that during 1865, 1866, and 1867, 1158
Indian emigrants have been sent from Pondicherry to Cayenne.

3. On receiving this information the Governor in Council addressed the
Governor of the French Settlements, informing him that as emigration had been
rosumed to French Guiana, and as there was no British Consul at Caycnne, it was
his intention to request His Excellency the Governor General in Council to suspend
the emigration of Natives of British India to French Guiana until further informa-
tion is obtained as to thejactual position of the emigrants now iu the Colony,
and the prospects of those who may be scnt hereafter, and until a British Consular
Agent is appointed to Cayenne for the protection of the Indian emigrants, The
assistance of Iis Iixcellency M. Bontemps was requested in preventing emigration
from French ports in this Presidency to French Guiana, until an answer could be
rcceived from the Governor General in Couneil.

4. In reply, His Excellency M. Bontemps states that he has received no inti-
mation that the French Government proposes to renounce emigration to French
Guiana. He considers the reports received as to the condition of Indian coolies at
Cayenne exaggerated and protests against the possibility of their being allowed, in
a scttlement under the French Government, to perish for want of food, as supposed
by the Vice-Consul at Pondicherry. Iis Excellency states that no shipnients of emi-
grants for Cayenne will take place from Pondicherry during the present scason,
and suggests that there will be time for the appointment by the British Govern-
ment of a Consul at Cayenne before the commencement of the emigration opera-
tions of next season.

5. From the account given by Mr. Consul Perry of the condition of Indian
coolies at Cayenne, at the time at which his letter was written, in 1862, and which
has not been authoritatively contradicted, it appears that there had been a very
severe mortality among the Indian emigrants on their arrival; that the climate of
Caycnne is peculiarly unsuited to Natives of India; that Indian coolies are unsuited
to the work required of them ; and that the French Colonists at Cayenne were
unable to find employment for the coolies who were there at that time.



6. Under these circumstances, the Governor in Council considers that until a
British Consular Agent is appointed to Cayenne, and the real state of that Colony
has been reported by a British official, the cmigration of Natives of British India to
Trench Guiana should not be continued. The Governor in Council proposes ad-
dressing the Scerctary of State on the suhject of affording to Indian emigrants at
Caycnne Consalar protection.

7. His Excellency M. Bontemps states that no shlpments of coolies to Caycnne
will take place this season, and therefore the formal suspension by the Governor
General of the emigration to French Guiana is not emergently necessary. I am,
however, directed to point out that His Excellency M. Bontemps has not inany
Way 2ngay qou uimseir to prevent emigration from the French ports in India to
French (xuuna until the appointment of a British Consul at Caycnne, and that it
may be desirable, if information reaches the Madras Goverament that coolies are
about to he sent to French Guiana, that the Governor in Couneil should be able to
danlare to the French authorities that the Governor General in Council has, under
the power vested in him by the Iimi seation Aets, temporarily s&spended the
Emigration of Natives of British India to I'rench Guiana.

I have the honor to be,
Fort SAINT GEORGE, Sir,
9id December 1807. Your most obedient Servant,

Clief Secretary.

ixd J, Tulloch.
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