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No. 179, Read the following letter fro‘r{';',‘the Colleét?r of North Arcot, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Chittoor, 16th
October 1867, No. 70.

In forwarding the accompanying copy of a letter® from my Acting Head Assist-
ant, Mr. Lee Warner, I have the honor
to observe that I quite concur with him
in opinion as to the present anomalous
position of Dr. Scudder. At the same time 1t must be admitted that the arrangement
has not been long on trial, and Government may not, therefore, see reason to place
it on any more definite footing than as a tentative and experimental measure. I may
mention, however, that the difficulty regarding oceasional absence has already arisen,
as Dr. Scudder was obliged to leave the management of the district in the hands
of his brother for several months, owing to the dangerous illness of his wife. The
arrangement. thon was a putely private one between the brothers, and noleave of
absence was either sought or granted. I have thought it desirable to place the
matter before Go‘vernment, in order that they may, in consultation with the Inspec-
tor General of the Medical Department, pass such orders as may be considered
necessary.

® Dated bth Ootober 1867, No, 879.

———y

From J. LEE WARNER, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Collector of North Arcot, Ranipet, to the
Collector of North Arcot ; dated Ranipet, 5th October 1867, No. 379.

T have to request your opinion on the advisability of lay: > the question of Dr. Scudder's
position, quasi Government public¢ servant, beforc the Government. Dr. Scudder’s position at the

head of the Ranipet Dispensary is at present a most anomalous one. IHe is subject at once to
two masters. His own inclination is to remain at Arcot and serve the Government in the Dispen~
gary where he has a large number of patients monthly, but Government refuse to allow him to
frank lotters on Public Service, his certificates are frequently returned by Boards in Madras ag
worthless, and he has no salary. He, therefore, is unable to separate himself from his second
master, the Aveot Mission, who may at any time ask him to leave his work here to go to visit a
patient up-country. On these occasions he will leave the Dispensary in charge of the Dresser.
The Dresser is luckily a very intelligent and experienced Apothecary ; but there is a prejudice
against leaving the whole arrangements in his hand, and also as [ am not Slll)}!“'&(l. with anx 'ot.hc:r
Dresser, I should have no hesitation to desire the use ?f Lis sorviees wherever d x‘mg‘:;t be—In my
camp, away from the gtation, if cholera broke out violently ; thercfore the Dispensary should
not be left entirely in charge of the Dresser. -Dr. Scudder being scrupulous axd munch attached
to the work of the Dispensary in which he has been hitherto very successful, as is shown both in
the inoreased numbers and speedier convalescence of his patients, is very willing to be on the spot
always; but if he wantsleave of absence thero is no rule to whom he should apply for it, and
he can leave the place, making any arrangement he likes for the performance of the work, without
even reporting the matter to the head Civil authority. I think myself that the 'sooner. Dr.
Scudder’s position is cleared up, in a regular ruling of Government, the better ; and if h? is to
be considerad a publfc Officer, I see no reason why he ghould not be allowed to frank his own
sorvice letters without sending them to me; and why he s.hould not a‘..\'va,ys b2 byl ‘to report
arfy oceasional absence to some guperior Officer at the station, wh?ther it be myself or the Canton-
ment Staff Officer. I have spoken to Dr. Scadder on all these p01'nts, afld I am conﬁdm}t that h‘e
too would like to have his position and his duties definitely determ.met.l, in so far as he is, and is
not, a public servant under the control of certain rules, as to applications for leave, and absence

from duties and other privileges.
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With reference to the letter above recorded, the Governor in Council requests
that when Dr. Scudder absents himself from Ranipet for several days ata time, he
will report to the Civil Officer in charge of the station, and to the Inspector Gene-
ral, Medical Department, the arrangements he has made for the charge of the Ranipet
Dispensary during his absence.

9. Dr. Mackenzie is requested to inform Government whether he sces any
objection to Medical Certificates granted by Dr. Scudder being reccived in the same
manner as those granted by Medical Officers in the service of Government.

(True Extract).

Clief Secretary.

To the Collector of North Arcot.
.,  Inspector General, Medical Departmrent.

Exd, J. Tulloch,
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