W T A

E ?‘ju SR PN

ER -

2. Date =i -

3. initL'S of

M.R.0, 1~38,600—18-10-90,

MADRAS RECORD OFFICE.

¥i _‘,f' (i i oA . } i
- oL DEPARTMENT.

-
Y
e



Proceedings. of the Madras Government, Public Department,
26th November 1867. M

——

Read the following i—

No. 159. Proceedings of the Government of India, Financial Department, dated
Simla, 10th October 1867, No. 2923, '
Rxpenditure—Medical.

Read again the endorsement from the Ilome Department, No. 2389, dated 8th
March 1867, on a letter from the Government of Madras, relative to the grant of an
allowance of Rupees 125 per mensem to the Medical Officer in charge of the Luna-
tic Asylum at Madras. :

Read also Financial Order, No. 1537, dated 27th March 1867, inquiring why
the Asylum should not form the charge of the Presidency Surgeon of the District
in which it is situafed. ’ S

Read endorsement from the Home Department, No. 2733, dated 25th July
1867, forwarding an explanation from the Government of Madras that the arrange-
ment suggested is quite impracticable, and that the Asylum should be constituted a’
separate medical charge under a separate Medical Officer.

_ Osservarions.—The Governor General in Council observes that originally the
Madras Lunatic Asylum formed an extra medical charge, which was bheld, ez-officio,
by the Medical Store-keeper at Fort Saint George. |

2. Afterwards it was held by a member of the Subordinate Medical Depart-
ment,

3. On his death, it was again beld as an extra medical charge by the Profes-
sor of Materia Medica in the Medical College.

4. The Committee of 1865-66 for the revision of Civil Medical salaries, over
which Mr. Strachey presided (in which Committee the Madras Medical Department
was represented by the Secretary to the Principal Inspector General, Madras Medi.
cal Department), also considered that the Lunatic Asylum might fairly constitute a
mere extra medical charge with its then small number of lunatics, about 60 to 70
patients.

5. The following testimony of Dr. Payne, the Medical Officer in charge of the
Bhowanipore and Dallunda Lunatic Asylums, Calcutta, to the ease with which the
medical charge of a large number of lunatics in an Asylum may be combined with
the duties of a Presidency Surgeon, still more fully confirms the opinion that it is
not necessary to treat the Madras Luratic Asylum as a sufficient or proper medical
charge for a separate Officer who 1: to give Lis whole time to the Asylum. Dr,
Payne observed—* I have seen, with very great regret, that an erroneous idea has
« prevailed regarding the necessity for prohibiting private practice to the Superin.
« tendents of Insane Asylums. It facts be examined, they will show, beyond dis-
« pute, that there is not in all Calcutta a medical charge which so little needsvsuch
¢ o restriction. It has been thought that the Superintendent should at all times be
« pnear the institution to answer sudden calls; but no such precaution is thought
« pecessary in any other Indian Asylums. Civil Surgeons live, in such cases, at a
¢t distanco of miles from their Asylums. The dutics of my own charge have, during
“ my absence in Liurope, been most efficiently discharged by Dr. Palmer-—an Officer
« engaged in extensive private practice; and it is a fact that, during an incumben-
«« gy of upwards of four years, I have not a single summons to the Asylum after regu.
« 1ar hours for any reason but the bodily sickness of an inmate, and instances of this
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P;oceqz{mga of the Madras Government, APublic Depariment,

26tk November 1867.

“ have not exceeded three or four in the Period infinitely less than fall to the lot of

*“ every Medical Officer attached to an Hospital. - There is, perhaps, no institution

where discipline and routine are so unbroken as in a well ordered Lunatic Asy.

“ lum, and none accordingly where extraordinary calls on the Superintending Officer
‘ are so few.” '

6. Dr. Payne’s remarks are confirmed, to the fu]], by the fact that the several

Lunatic Asylums in the interior of the Bengal Presidency are, one and all, under the
charge of the Civil Surgeons of the stations, '

7.- The Principal Inspector Gorneral, Medical Department, Madras, also con-

firmed Dr. Payne’s views. In reporting on the establishment of Officers for the Me-

dical Staff at Fort Saint George, he observed as follows, with Tespect to a proposi-

tion for employing the Medical Store-keeper as Professor of Meteria Medica in the
Medical College :—% This system of combining the char '

‘“ appointment was introduced when Dr. Fleming gave

pensating him for the loss of the Assay allowances, the charge of the Lunatic Asy-
“ lum was added to that of the Medical Stores. T this arrangement no objection
“ could be offered, rarely more than a morning visit is required at the Lunatie Asylams.
‘ This did not interfere with the Store-keeper’s proper attendance at his office, and
* the duties were carried out most satisfactorily by Dr. Fleming and those Officers
* who followed him, until, in 1854, when the Professor of Chemical Examiner was,

‘“ in addition to these, appointed Medical Store-keeper with itg dependant charge of

‘ the Lunatic Asylum.”

8. The words italicized confirm the testimony of Dr, Payne, founded on ex.
perience of the large Lanatic Asylums in Calcutta, that the charge of such Asylums
can be easily lLeld in conjunction with other duties.

9. The Madras Principal Inspector General consistently recommended that
the Lunatic Asylum should be held in conjunction with the Medical Store-keeper-
ship, whether held in conjunction with that or with another appointment—g charge
which is generally fulfilled by a morning visit does not apparently-requiro a separate
Medical Officer. )

10.  The transfer of presumably harmless idiots from (he Choultry, at.Mone-
gaz‘, to the Lunatic Asvlium at Madras cannot be held to invalidate the testimony of
Dr. Payne, and the other considerations above set forth; and even if these idiots
made the charge too dificult for a Medicul Offeer wlho has other duties to attend to,
the point to be then considered would be, not merely the nced and the expense for
a separate Medical Officer, but also why a transfer, creative of this cxpense, has been
arranged with regard to idiots who are not shown to have been badly cared for in
the Monegur Choultry which is an endowed institution, and whether the gencral
revenues have received any set off to the amount of contribution hitherto made from
the endowments of the Choultry towards the expenscs of the idiots.

OrvEz.—Ordered that a copy of the foregoing observations e communicated
to the Hlome Department, and a transcript thercof to the Accountant General, Mad-

ras.

(Signcd) E. H. LUSHINGTON,
Becy. 1o the Govt. of India.
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Pr;eeding: of the Madras Government. Public Department,
26th November 1867.

No. 5856A.
Copy forwarded to the Government of Fort Saint George, with reference to
letter thence, No. 749, dated 27th June last. :

(By Order,)
HoxEe DEPARTMENT, SiMLA, (Signed) A. H. HARINGTON,
25th October 1867. 0F9- Under Secy. to the Govt. of India,

No. 160. To the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department,
dated Fort Saint George, 26th November 1867, No. 14686, -

I am directed by the Governor in Council to acknowledge the receipt of the’
Observations, dated 10th October 1867, No. 2923, Financial Depar.tment, on the
proposal of this Government that the Lunatic Asylum at the Presixdency Town
should be constituted a separate medical charge under a separate Medical Officer.

2. The necessity for this arrangement is fully detailed in the letter addressed
to the Government of India on the 27th June last, and I am dfesired to add that, on
further consideration, the Governor in Council is unable in any way t? mo@xfy
his opinion, that the Lunatic Asylum should be sejparated from t.he medical
charge of tha district, and that the whole time of.a Medical Oﬂi(':er, specially chosen
for that duty, should be devoted to the Institution. I am des.u'ed to state that, on
the completion of the new Lunatic Asylum now under construction, the tr.ea:tn}ent of
the insane will be assimilated much more closely than is at present possibie to that
which has been found in Europe so successful ; but for this purpose the persons in
immediate charge of the insane patients will require careful training and the cop- .
stant supervision of the Medical Officer in charge of the Asylum. .

3. The Governor in Council is satisfied that these results would not be obtain-
ed by the morning visits of a Medical Officer who has also. the h‘eavy work of a Pres-
idency Surgeon assigned to him. The remarks contained in paragx:aphs 4,7,8,
and 9 of the Observations under reply appear to .the Governor in Cou;.xcﬂ to be onl.y
applicable to the Madras Lunmatic Asylum. W'hen it vi'as under very different condi-
tions, when the number of lunatics was limited to 60 or 70, and \vhgg the S}?ster_n
under which insane patients were treated was n3uch l-ess perfect than “that which .11:
is proposed to establish at the new Asylum, which will, when completed, contain
ot zlm{}t:n desired, with reference to paragraph 10 of the Observations, to ohserve
that it was explained in Mr. Chief Secreiary Arbuthnot's lctter. to the Governme.nt
of India, dated 11th October 1867, that, since March 1859, th.e m.mates of the Idiot
Asylum attached to the Monegar Choultry have. been’ mamtamfad ‘solely at the
Government cxpense. The Madras Government, in 1809: recognized the for(.:e of
the representations made by the Directors of the Mo.negar Choultry, that the mainte-
nance of an Idiot Asylum pressed undul): upon their resources, and' thz.it the support
of these idiots did not fall within the legitimate scope of the Inth;utgn-mlt v as,
therefore, decided that the Asylum shoul.d be solely ﬂ? the charge o tl]\f ‘“‘”(‘J‘L“nr'
although it remained under the supervision of the Dlrect.or's of the o?eg.lgar ?u -
try. The circumstances that led teo th('s removal of the idiots, mar;y‘o w :;T :;61:0
reaily insane and not mere hurmless idiots, from the Monegar Cihou “); » and to flﬁu' .
bciné placed under the Medical Officer in charge of the Lunatic Asylum, are fu ¥
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I’roceedmgs of the Madyas (}m:ernment, Public Department,
26th Norember 1867. A
detailed in the Proceeding
March last, whiclh accomp

dated 11th October 1867.

8 of thig Government, Nos. 70 and 71, dated the 12th
amed Mr, Clief Sccretal‘y Arbuthnot’s letter, No. 1264,

9. From these Proceedings it will be

) seen that the Directors
that the supervis

ver the idijot
rously insufficient -

were convinced
and insane patients at the
in support of this stute-
supposed to be harmless,
owed lame
ctors begaed to he relie
time an eXtra charge
dutics necessarily interfered

ion hitherto exercised ¢
Monegar Choultry Asylum wag dange
ment they cited a recent case where one of the patients,
had killed another, under circumstances which sh
the part of the keepers, The Dire
of the Asylum, which was at that
a District, whose numerous
of the insane patients,

ntable carelessness on
ved from the responsibility
of the Medical Orticer of

with the close supervision

8. The Gevernor in Counci] trusts that this furthe
that there was very sufficient reason for th tr
Choultry ; that it was not possible to
Choultry to the support of this class
abovoe stated, the proposal which has
should be constituted a separate medi
on the same footing as that of the
Bombay, will receive the sanction of t

U explanation will show
ansfer of the idiots from the Monegar
assign any portion of e endowment of the
of insane Patients ; and that, for the reasons
been made, that the Madrag Lunatic Asylum
cal charge, under 8 separate Medjcy] Officer,

. (Signed) R g ELLIS,
. * Chief Secretary.
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No. 2923,
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.
Expenditure-Medical

Sira, the 10/ October 1867,

1 the endorsement from the ome Department, No. 2359, dated Sth Mureh 1sg7
3 A > i N ' ) ‘ - !
a letter from the Government of Madvas, relative to the orant of an allowaner of
IR B kY BTN 3 s s Heew PR ' 1
ees 120 per mensem fo the Medieal Offieer in charge of the Lunatic Asvlum at
dras.
Financtal Order No. 1537, dated 27th March 1867, enquiring why the Asvlum
. ; - Jiarore of the Procdeon Qe . .
uld not formi the charge of the Prestdency Surgeon of the District in which it 1s
211:}\1.
reament from the ITome Department, No. 2733, dated 25th July 1567 forwardine
. » K . ' ‘ N
explanation from the Government of Madras that the arrangement suoovested s
te tmpracticable, and that the Asylum should be constituted a separute medieal
wee uinler a separate Medieal Ollicer.
ERvVATIONS.  The Govoarnor Conoral in Cannetl ohanvepg that f“';“‘l.ll‘L”\'
ras Lunatic Asylum formed an extra medieal charge, which was held
. ¢ ' ?
, by the Medieal Store-keeper at Fort St. George,
Afterwards it was held by a member of the Subordinate Medical De.

t.
On his death, it was again held as an ext
Materia Medica in the Medical College.
The Committee of 18653-66 for the revision of eivil medieal salaries, over
Ir. Strachey presided (in which Committee the Madras Medieal Do
it was represented by the Seeretary to the Principal Inspeetor-General,
Medical Departiment), also considered that the Lunatic Asylun mig;ht;
v mere extra medical charge with its then small nmn!)el: of

ra medical charge by the Pro-

mstitute
. awbout 6 to 70 patients.

The followinge test imony of Dr. Payne, the Medical Officerin charee of the
vipore and Dallunda Lunatie Asvlums, Caleutta, to the ease with which the
charze of a larze number of lunaties in an \sylum may be combined
e duties of a Presideney Surgeon, still more fully confirms the opmion
is not neeessary to treat the Madras Lunatic Asylam as a sufficient or
medical charge for a seprate Officer who is to give his whole time to
Jum. Dr. Payne observed,—* [ have seen, with very great regret, that
roneous idea has prevailed regarding the necessity for prohibiting private
ice to the Superintendents of Insane Asvhums, I facls be examined,
will siiesw, boyonedl dispute, that there is not in all Caleutia a medical
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*“ charge which so little needs such a restriction.
“ Superintendent should at all times be ne

“ealls; but no such precaution is thought n

. this ':éxpense has been arranged with regard to idiots who are not shewn to have
It has been thought that the . %

¢ been badly cared for in the Monegar Choultry which is an endowed institution,

ar the institution to answer sudden wﬁnd whether the general revenucs have received any sct off to the amount of

ccessary in any other Indian Asy- ~ ‘contribution hitherto made from the endowments of the Choultry towards the
“lums. Civil Surgeons live, in such cases, at a distance of miles from their " expenses of the idiots.
“Asylums. Tue duties of my own charge have, during my abscnce in Europe, *
““ been most efficiently discharged by Dr. P
‘“sive private practice ;—and it is a fact th
“of four years, I have not,a single summ
¢ for any reason but the bodily sickness

. . L ! : J ‘
“have not exceeded three or four in the period infinitely less than fall to the S . (Slgned) E. H. L_D SHINGTON, )
“lot of every Medical Officer attached to an IMospital. There is, perhaps, no é | ' Secretary fo the Government of India

almer—an Officer engaged in exten-
at, during an incumbency of upwards
ons to the Asylum after regular hours
of an inmate, gnd. instanpes of this

Orper.—Ordered that a copy of the foregoing Observation be communi-

Picated to the Home Department, and o transcript thereof to the Accountant
';?fGeneral, Madras. R
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“institution where discipline and voutine are so unbroken as in a well ordered
“ Lunatic Asylum, and none accordin

gly where extraordinary calls on the Super-
“intending Officer are so fow.”

( -§
-

6. Dr. Payne’s remarks are confirme
several Lunatic Asylums in the interior

and all, under the charge of the Civil Surg

4 to the full, by the fact that the o dsstt. Secy. to the Govt. of India.
of the Bengal Presidency are, one

eons of the Stations.

7. The Principal Inspector General, Medieal Department, Madras, also con-

r Pavne’s viewe . . . :
firmed Dr. Payne’s views. In reporting on the establishment of Officers for the
. ie: 3 ‘or Sal (3 NEJe) 29 .
Medical Staff at Fort Saint Geo ge, he observed ag follows, with respect to a
proposition for employing the Medical Storc-kcoper as Professor of Materia
Medica in the Medical College :—< This system of combining the charge of the
“stores with another apnointn as i , y ; .
apy 1ent was introduced when Dr. Fleming gave up

“the Assay Mastmfﬂnp under very honoralle circumstances; and as Govern-
“ment had nu other means of

> 01 compeusating him for the loss of the ‘Assay allow-
‘“ances, the charze of the Lunatic Asylum was added to that of the Medical

“Stores. To this arrangement no objection could be offere
“morning visit is required at the Lunatic Asylums.
“the Store-keeper’s proper attendance at his Office,

. AL aaticfa o lv T v R o .
“out most satisfactorily by Dr. Fleming and those Officers who followed him
0 « until in 185k, when the Professor of Chemieal Examiner was, in addition to

“ these, appointed Medical Store-keeper with its dependant chargo, of the
“ Lunatic Asylum.”

d, rarely more than a
This did not interfere with .y
and the duties were carried

8. The words italicized confirm the téstimony of Dr. Payne founded on
expericnce of the large Lunatic Asylums in Caleutta, that the charge of such
Asylums can be casily held in conjunction with other duties.

9. The Madras Principal Inspector General consistently recommended that
the Lunatic Asylum should be held in conjunction with the Mecdical Store-
keepership, whether held in conjunction with that or with another appointment
—a charge which is generally fulfilled by a morning visit does not apparently
require a separate Medical Ofticer.

10.  The transfer of presumably harmless idiots from the Choultry, at Mone-
gar, to the Lunatic Asylum at Madras cannot be held to invalidate the testimony
of Dr. Payne, and the other considerations above set forth; and even if these
idiots ma({c the charge too difficult for a Medical Officer who has other duties
to attend to, the point to be then considered would he, not merely the need and

tue expense, for a separate Medical Officer, but also why a transfer, ereative of
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