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5. 29. Read the following letter from the Accountant General, Madras,
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George.; dated For
George, 19th October 1867, No. 232. :

Book Department.

I have the honor to submit, for the consideration and orders of Governmeu%,.
a correspondence which has passed between the Collector of Coimbatore and Mr:
Quchterlony, the Vice-President of the Ootacamund Municipal Commission, relﬁtive;':;f'
to the right claimed by the latter Officer to make payments out of the municipal i
funds by means of cheques drawn on the Ootacamund Branch Bank, without
reference to the Treasury Deputy Collector at Coimbatore.

9. Mr. Grant, it will be observed, denies this right, and points out that no
separate account of the payments made on account of the municipal taxes is kept
by the Branch Bauk, and that the Agent, therefore, nas no data by which to regu-
late his payments. It appears to me, however, on perusal of Sections 33 and 34 of
the Municipal Act, that the authority claimed by Mr. Ouchterlony is clearly vested
in the President and Vice-President of Municipal Commissions, and that it is
incumbent upon the Agent of tho Branch Bank to keep a scparate account of the
municipal funds. If the Government concur in my view, that the Vice-President
can operate on the municipal funds without the intervention of the Collector or
his Deputy, the requisite instructions will be issued to the Collector and Bank
Agent, respectively.

From P. GRANT, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to the Accountant General, TFort Saint George ;
dated Coimbatore, 5th October 1867, No. 68. :

With refcrence to the accompanying correspondence, noted in the margin, I have the-honof

to request you will be good enough to faver me

President of the Ootaca. . . .
with your instructions on the subject therein

1 Original letter from the Vice-
Municipal Commission, dated 8th August 1867,

mund,
R TR iy e g Hluded b0
1 C;;)gy“?f Tettor K the Agent of tho Branch Bank at Oota- 9. You will observe that Mr. Ouchterlony,
. 8:;2;::5, g:b;:} ?;;1 :eg;i‘“ngmas‘;ﬁg‘gea},;n bor 1867, Vice-I.’re.sident of the Ootacamund Municipal
Commission, claims, under Section 34 of the

No, 3-320.
Towns’ Improvement Act, the payment of his

cheques oD the Agent of the Branch ‘Bank at Ootacamund from the municipal funda withous
orders from the Deputy Collector in charge of the Account Department at Coimbatore, whereas
paragraph 7 of your letter, No. 331, dated 16th April 1867, directs that repayments of deposits
will be made enly upon the order of the Deputy Collector in charge of the Account Deparément.
The Bank Agent states that he does not, keep a register of deposits made by the Municipal
" @ommissioners, but merely credits the amounts to Government as they are sent in. The
Agent has, thercfore, no data on which to regulate his payments with reference to the avail-
able funds. T, therefore, request that the matter may be referred te Government, 38 solicited
y, and their orders obtained thereon. Ifit is determined that payments to the

Municipal Commission should be made only upon the cheques drawn by the Deputy Collector in
_ charge of the Account Department, the best arrangement that could be made to obviate the
x‘*‘d,itﬁculty complained of would be that suggested by Mr. Darling, viz, that the Vice-President

beYurnished monthly, by means of the Deputy Collector’s cheques on the Branch Bank, with such

amount as may be deemed necessary to meet his requirements, and that the amount of such

cheques be then placed to the credit of the Vice-President in a simple current account with the

Bank, and be operated wpon by cheques gupplied by the Bank.

by Mr. Ouchterlon
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3. . The Vice-President of the Coo
weht a8 the Vice-President of the Qot;
will be applicable to the other algy,
% I request to be favored with earl
with sent, may be returned.*

y 6rders on the subject, and that the original papers

. J. OUCHTERLONY, T, Vice-President of the Municipal Commission, Ootacamand, o
P, GRANT, Esq., President of the M ( :
, : x‘éim'd,v 8th August 1867, No. 89. - j _ .
" T'hdve the honor to enclose 3 cheque drawn by me on the Bank here for Rupees 807-1-0, for
the current wants of the Municipal Fund. Payment of this cheque has been refused, for the
given in the Bank Agent’s Mémorandum.

2. I cannot understand this. The B
made for the Municpal Fung,
Act provides, as plainly as wor

reason

ank is simply the place of deposit of the collections
in place of the Treasury. Section 31 of th

ds can convey a meaning,
municipal wants. When I conform strictly to the Ac
tionary in another town at Ieast 50 miles off,

3. T must be permitted to object, on principle, to any Executiv
tinct provisions of a legislative enactment by his own order.

4. But 1 object, further, that thig round-about w
very inconvenient to the current working of the Municipal

5. The keeping of accounts at your Head Treasury can be amply ensured by a memoran-
dum being furished to yourself of all orders for money that may be drawn on the Bank.

6. Ibeg you will have the goodness to refer the question to Government,

¢ Townsg’ Improvement
how such moncy 1s to be drawn out ‘for
t, I am told that I must refor to a fune-

e Officer over-riding the dis-

ay of obtaining money is calculated to be
Department.

Please refer to Accountant General's letter, No. 331,
*“ The Registers of Deposits will eontinue to be kept as
Bank only receiving the amounts tendered and crediting th
Repayments of deposits will be made only upon the order o
Account Department.
Baxk or Mapras,
Oory, 8tk August 1867. .

dated 16th April 1867, Clause VII .—
at present in the Collector’s Offices, the
em to the proper heads of account.
f the Deputy Collector in charge of the

(Signed) R. DARLING,
Agent.

From P. GRANT, Esq., Collcetor of Coimbatore, to J. OUCHTERLONY, Es
the Ootacamund Municipal Commisgion ; dated Coi

I have received your letter of the 8th instant, No. 89,
mpees 807-1-0, which accompanied it, was refused. pa

q., Vice-President of
mbatore, 17th August 1867, No. 52,
bringing to notice that the cheque for
yuent by the Agent of the Branch Bank at
, amund, for the reasons given in his Memorandum, and requesting me to refer the question ¢0
' @yvernment. :
©19 Before making the reference applicd for, Tdeem it right to inform you that, when orders
or ch.'e'ques drawn by a Marnivipal Cowmmiseion are received, the Government Officer in charge of the
Treasury should ascertain, by a reference to a Deposit Register, whether the available funds in
favor of that Municipality are sufficient to meet the payments ordered -
‘ probably take place, as has already been the esse—

vide correspondence noted in the margin, The

special orders
the Collector’s
Agent, who has,
certain the balanee
rect in refusing pay-
at Coimbatore, and I'do not think

Deposit Registers are, under the
sr's leiter to the Viee-President Ootacamund Mani. .
C‘-’,’;if;%gmmisﬁon, dated 10th May 1867, No. o7, of the Accountant General, kept in

Po. @, tothe Becretary té do., 15th July 1867, No. 38, Oﬂice, and not by the Bank

e therefore, no means to g
in faver of each Municipality. Under thege cireumstances, the Agent is cor

ment Without a cheque from the Treasury Deputy Colleetor
" that& reference to Government on the subject s necessary. If, however, you wish it, T shall make
the reference. A cheque for Rupees 807-1-0 og the Bank Agent is enclosed. I suggest that all

your future applications for money from municipal funds b sent to the Treasury Deputy Col-
lector at Coimbatore. :

W

scamund Commission, and the orders to be passed on one

unicipal Commission, Ootacamund ; dated - Ootaca-

5 otherwise, mistakeg will’
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. _ anici mission, . Ootacamund,
a., Vice-President of the Munm;')a.l Commission, .
From J. ogchBEARNEDi% IIE::s’ident of the Municipal Commission, Qotacamund ; dated Oota-
to I. : ’ ]

August 1867, No. 93. .
Ik @E:n;;nﬁli ackg;wledge receipt of your letter, No. 52, of 17th August.
ave

Vith reference to paragraph 2 of this letter, I confessI can see nothing in what isstated -
2. With referen S

deviation from the course plainly laid down in Section 34 ‘o.f the T?m.m’
to render nesessary & 7 k opens an account for the Municipal Fund of Ootacamund, a.x?d, inits
Improvement Act. Th.e Banh Opbefore it a daily view of the balance standing at the credit of the
O walauee . o anght to be, the rae  bulanco in furar of the Municipality,” and
account. This ba}anc!; = O:Ii(:-eﬁ a reference elsewhere to check or confirm it. Money against
there cs.n‘:not. possibly b? ::z]e one duly qualified by the Act to sign the cheque, and the Bank will
this balanee is dmwfl. 2 { exceed the amount at the credit of the account. .
not pay ih chogues u't'ley f things that would necessitate a reference to the Treasury at Coim-

3 The only Condlt‘“;n :rere drawn from the Municipal Fund otherwise than through the
batorl.f ‘.Vould e th?stszzleii which I presume cannot be the case. ' . .
Mumm]’;i} Cxﬁ?::.;es refer;ed to in your letter occurred througthlsl;mderstandmgs of the public

4 © : ; i count with the Bank,
offces, and could not possivly oc:ll::t“;hzzlzgieb:(;io‘;nmisconception of the Accounta.nt General’s

5 apprehend"lhi)wivi:l,lich does not mention municipal funds, and the Commissioners
otter y fihe i) AP‘; v ’tended to comprise these under the head of *“ Local F .unds.” o
think it cannot havo boen r, that the question may be referred ; for they consider that their

6. 'ljhey re quest,f howj:vew,ith the Act, and strongly object to so anomalous a positioxt as
Vie‘Ys :nt-e n;fil‘:;t:lf l:)f;)i:: 53 miles off to obtain money on every occasion that it may be required
having to re ;

for the payment of the work they are called upon to perform.

From P. GRANT, Esq., Collector of Coimbatoxg;, tl<:I th; ;ilgent of the Branch Bank, Ootacamund ;
. ’ 0. 341.
. dated Coimbattcilre,afct(l)lmspilif;i‘:ze;g ot‘, letter from the Vice-President of the Ootaca-
With {'e.ference to | ?on dated 23rd ultimo, No. 93, I have the honor to request you will be
mand Mumcxpal_ s wl’xether you have opened an account for the Municipal Fand of Oota-
good enough to mfl'i)rm 'Izethe event of the present system of cheques from the Treasury Deput;f
camund, z.md het : rt’hl Commission being dispensed with, you will hold yourself responsible
Collector in f.avor . ent of orders of the Vice-President as not to exceed the balance stand-
for % mhana-glgi ihfetlli:y(;?)ml;lission in the public accounts. An early reply is desired, as I wan't
iﬁgy::ki Z :::'erence to the Accountant Genera} on theBUbJe’Jt : T T

the Agent of the Branch Bankof M.a‘(‘ira.sva‘.h;;()b'tv;wagchinund, to the Collec tor of Coimba-
From etorae ; dated Ootacamund, 13th September 1867, No. 3-320...

1 am in receipt of your letter, No. 341, of 9th instant, with cbpj' , 9fk Vice-Pr esidethS' leiter .
am i : ’

i ' not keep a Register of - deposits made by
. reply, I beg to inform you that I do not keep a :
uﬁcoﬁpaw;j'cozn:i::zh&s of this town, but merely credit the amounts to Government ag they
the Munic: *
are sent 1In. 1d suggest, in order to obviate the difficulty complained of by the Vice-President,
2. b ;‘v (:-‘xlxished :non’thly, by means of the Deputy Collector’s cheques on the Branch Banlf,
th.at he he . amount as may be deemed necessary to meet his requirements, The amount of this
w}:th o iall:t then be placed to the credit of the Vice-President in a simple current account with
mig ¢ L .
ch e<1]1318nk aa.nd be operated upon by him by cheques supplied by the Bank.
He ; ’I would hold myself responsible that such an account should not be overdrawn, and the
' . i it 1d be dispensed with. T
necessity for keeping a separate Register of Deposi wou p .

No. 30. ORD;ER THEREON, 5th November 1867, No. 1385.

The Ootacamund Branch Bank of Madras being used as a Government Trea.

sury, and all sums collected under the Towns’ Improvement Act in the Municipality

1
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of Qotacamund being paid into the Branch Bank under Section 33 of the Act, it 18
incumbent on the Agent of the Branch Bank to keep a separate account of the
municipal funds, and the Vice-President is, in the absence of the President, author-

ized to draw upon the municipal funds, under Section 34 of the Act, without the

intervention of the Treasury Authorities.

2, The rules under which the President considered that the Vice-President

was debarred from drawing cheques on the Branch Bank without the intervention

of the Treasury Deputy Collector appear to have been departmental orders only ;

the Accountant General will accordingly issue instructions to the Ccllector and the
Bank Agent, as proposed by him.

(True Extract).

Chief Secretary.

To the Collector of Coimbatore,

, Accountant General.

E£xd. J. BH. Burns.
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