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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department
R4th September 1867.

Road the following letter from Surgeon Major W. J. VANSOMEREN.

No. 193,
in charge of 1st District, to the Deputy Inspector General of Hospitals,
Indian Medical Dopartment, Presidency Division; dated Madras 16h
September 1867, No. 139. ,
In obedience to G. O., No. 851, dated 18th July 1867, I have the honor to

fm\?vard tlus‘rcp()l‘t upon the causes of the high death-rate in the Idiot Asylum
during the first four and a half months of the current year.
A CTOPE ay e id 111 ¢ Y2 %1 v 3 :
:2. IFor .seve al y(.m}s past, my annual reports have contained notices of
cortain unsanitary conditions under which the Insaunes in the late Asylum have
Sleeping without eots or matrasses on the low-lying floors

boon living and dying.
annot be regarded as favorable to the health of its

of the Institution certaiuly ¢
inmates ; but when it is borne in mind that cvery night those inmates used to
micturate, and some even defecate, on the very floors on which they reposed, and
that every morning these floors had to be washed with water to remove all traces
of the urine passed on them during the previous night, thus maintaining a chronie
ds, it will be scen that, to original defective construction, two

dampn ss in the war
dded the operation of as many positive

objectionable and unhealthy practices a

morbific causes.

3. But, while acknowledging the Iong cont
I very much doubt if they only were concerned in producing
This doubt 15 sug-

inued deleterious action of the

forc-mentioned causes,
tality from the lst January to the 11th May 1867.
lo dates on which the Aeaths principally occurred.  Of the eleven fata}
ving ten, of which four werve caused ¥
Epilrpsy, and siz* by Diarrhcea. Of theso
{en cases, fwo died in Januavy, fice m
Felruary, fwo in March, and one carly in April. Aad from the 5th April to the 11th
My, there was nota single casualty ! But, prmit me to solii attention now to
the very high death-rate throughout Madras dur

yoar.  That death-rate exceeded the average of fen years by 730, and, hence, i
sub uit that seasonal and atmospheric influences probably contributed n great mea-
suro to the production of fatal discase in the Asylums—a conjecture corroborated
by the fact that miasmatic diseascs show an increase of 5086, while other discases
diseover wn excess of 992:1 deaths on the len vears’ average in the city ! During
the first half of the quarter there were siz casualtios in the Asylum, and during the
second half there were but three, the last of which occurred on the 14th March!
list did not take place till lwenly-lwo days had clapsed, and
o first half of the scconl quarter !

expressed regarding the conncetion of the

the mor
g stod by t
cases, o was the result of aceident, lca
¢ Ono of theso was admiited with Dysontery, but lapsed
into Diarrhea.

ing the first quarter of the current

The tenth death on the
that was the only casualty in th

4. The opinion which I have
hizh death-rate of the first quarter of
atmospheric conditions, is still further
in the Asylam for scveral years back.
of casualtics was thirty, the mortality gr

out Madras a very unhealthy ycar; and during
Tt is true that a great part of this wortality

I was, therefore, recast and improved with
66 the casualtizs numbered twenty-cight,

this year with unfavorable scasonal and
supported by a retrospect of the mortality
IFrom the year 1858-59, when ta. number
adually reduced until 1835, which was
throug! that twelve-wmonth the
number of deaths rose to forty-two.
socmed due toa defoctive diefary, whic
immediate benefivs but during cven 18
o death rate which must be considered high.
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Oxplanatory of the ordinary high
2 to refer ;. —

v were diseased lives,

6. Ipilepsy, asa proximate cause of de

ath in ingane patie
(as Dr. Evezard has stated) incidental to the disease on

paticits were originally admitted iuto the Institution,

. Obhservation andd experionce have lod me ¢, form the opinion that Diarrheea
is anothier direet result of the cerchieal discase of LAy nsanes.
d. The ages of th patients who died doserve noting, Only one of the cuses
was a young man of 18, and the ages of the other uye ranged from 33 t, ¢,
of them were above 40,

5. 'There ars still, however, a few points
mortality in the late Asylum, to which [ be
. All the lives in that Institutio,

uts, is common, and
account of which those

Five
No. 373.
MEMORANDU M.

Forwarded to the Chief Seeretar
ment, Public Dpar
Forr Simt Grorgr, (Signed) W, MACI'\'I‘L\‘Z[E, M. D.,
19t/ eptemier 1867, Inspr., Genl., Tndiun Vg, Dept,

y with reference ¢o ]

1¢ Pmcu:dings of Govern.
tmint, No. 851, of 13th July 1

ast, paragraph 3.

24th September 1867, No. 1185,
To be recordod,
(True Extract).

No. 194. OrpEr THEREON,

A J. ARBU'I‘H:\‘O'I‘,
Clief Scerctury.

Bzd. J, H. Burng,
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