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No. 191, Read the following Despatch from the Right Honorable the Suu,

‘ tary of State for India, to Ilis Lxcellency the Right Honorable the Go-

vernor in Council, Fort Saint George; dated India Office, London

9th August 1867, No. 29. ’ 7

With reference to Sir Charles Wood's Despateh of the 9th of February 1863,

No. 6, I forward, herewith, a copy of

o letters from the Principal Librarian of

+ Dated 11th July 1867. the British Muscum, together with a

. . . yeport by the Keeper of the Department

of Mineralogy in that Institution, respecting the presentation to the Museum of
Acrolities of importance obtainable in British India.

5 T have to rcquest that your Iixcellency in Council will take into early

* Dated 17th July 1867,

con-itleration the report - Mr. Muskelyne, with a view :

<r'mtml the po £ by Mr r skelyne, Wlﬂ} a view to mecting, as far as may
ho practicalle, thie wishes of the Trustees of the British Museum, as expressed in the
enves {0 Sir Charles Wood’s above-me i :
onclosnres to Sir Charles W ood:s above-mentioned despatch, and now communicat-
od in My, Winter Jones’ present letter and Mr. Maskelyne’s Report. You will
acquaint me with the result of your consideration of this subject, for the information

of the Trustees of the Museum.

—

From J. WINTER JONES, Esq., Principal Librarian, Dritish Muscum, to the Right Honorable
the Secretary of State for India ; dated British Museum, 17th July 1867. '

1 am dirceted by the Trustees of the British Museum to forward to you the accompanying
capy ob o report which has been gubmitted to them by Mr. Maskelyne, the )i(eeper of the %t:py;:;
ment of Mineralogy in this Institution.

[ also beg leave to draw your attention to a letter addressed to the Secretary of State for
India, by desire of ihe Trustees, on the 923rd of January 1863, asking the favor of the intervention
of the Seeretary of State with Ilis Exccllency the Governor General of India, that he would be
.1 to take such steps as he should think ft to sccure for the PBritish Muscum auy Acrolites

pleas:t
of importance that might be obtainable in Her Maojesty’s dominions in India. Looking to the

seiontific interest and importance of the subject in question, { am to express the hope of the
Tpustecs that the views set forth in Mr. Maskelyne's report may be considered deserving your
favorihle con <ideration, and that the request which, as appears from Mr. Herman Merivale’s letter
of tho 2sth of January 1863, was made by the Sceretary of State for [ndia to the scveral Local

Governmonts in India, in accordance with the suggestions of the Trustees of the British Museum,

contained in their letter of the 23rd of January 1863, may not be withdrawn.

[

MixgrAL DEPARTHENT, July 11t%, 1867.
¢ has the honor to report the presentation to the Museum by the Trustees of

Mr. Maskelyn
at Caleutta of specimens taken from two Aecrolites, those namely of Gopalpur

the Indian Muscum
(that fell in May 1865) and of Sherghalty (that fell in August 1865).

Also by Dr. Oldham, as Director of the Geological Survey in India, of specimens of the
Poklira (that fell in May 1866) and Muddoor (that fell in September 1805) falls.

T.otters from Dr. Oldham, announcing these presentations, have been referred by the Prin-
cipal Librarian to Mr. Maskelyne to be reported on.

{5 themy, Dr. Oldham speaks of these fragmentary specimens as having hbcen sent to the
Briiioh Mousown, o aecordance with 2 wish cxpressed by the Government of India, thab the
cetion should be enriched by speeimeis of all Meteorites found in India.”
stood that what Pr. Oldham terms 2 < wish” was, In fact, an order
n from Meteorites should be scleeted, and
after the date of the order, the

< Priti<h coll
e, Maskelyne had under
frowm the Home (overnment, not that fragments take
sont by Dr. Olaliam, or any one else at Caleutbta, but that,
Meteorites themselves <hould be sent to London.
e, Oldham acknowledged that this was so 11 & conversation with Mr, Maskelyne on Satur-
day last, but he added that ¢ the original order had been so far modified as to make the Trustees

¢ of the Indian Muscum’” (at Calcutta) *° the nedium through which all Mctcorites sent in offi-
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¢¢ ¢lally should pass.” That gentleman farthor informed Mr. Maskelyne that the Pokhra Meteo-
rite was ¢ stopped in India” while on its way to London, and being sent in obedience to the
general order of the Home Government.

. Maskelyne thinks it very important in the interests of this Imperial Muscum for the
wisle cmpire, no less than in those of uropean Science generally, thab the original order of the
Seerctary of State for India in Council rclative to these Meteorites should nut Le sunerseded s
giill more that it should not he ¢ modified” by alocal authority professing to act in the name of
the Government, whether it be a Museum or the Geologist at the head of the Tndian Survey.

It is true that Dr. Oldham has cansed the purchase for the Caleutta Museum of the colleetion
of Mr. Greg of Manchester, a collection remarkable, rather for the numbers of the Meteorice fulls
it contained, than for their magnitude or capacity for illustrating the different kinds of Meteorite.

That collection, when united with specimens proviously at Caleutta, or since acquived in the
manner above deseribed, will form a fine series of Meteorites 3 but it will be cemparatively lost
in Calcutta, where there are extremely few persons to study it to advantage. In London, on the
oshor hand, the Meteorites of India, as of other places (and Moteorites have no nationality), are
constantly being studied by men of science, Fnglizh, Forcign, and American, and the recent pro-
gross of science has given them a redoubled interest. It is in Loundon that the great masses of
1ese bodies would confer the most advantage upon science, while {ragments properly cut from
them (not as at present destructively broken off with hammers) could be sent as presents to Cal-
entta, and others again could be made the means of cnhancing this collection Dy exchange with
foreign Museums.

Meteorites are unlike fossils in this, that, henceforward, it will be impossible to procure
eolleetions of the former representing the falls that have been studicd so laboriously during
the past fifty years, except by minute and unsatisfactory specimens. It is, therciore, very
important to keep up the colleetion here, which is the finest in the world, in the most perfeet and
eampleta eandition

Mr. Maskelyne would, therefore, respectfully suggest to the Trustces that they should
exeveise their important influcnce in averting the evil that would befal this collection if the
order of the Secretary of State for India were to be superseded here or neglected at Caleutta.

(Signed) N. S, MASKELYNE,

Professor Owen is of opinion that the remarks in the foregoing report are just and to the
point, and that it is of great moment in the clucidation of one of the most interesting and obscure
problems in Mcteorology and Mincralogy that Professor Maskelyne’s suggestion should receive
the favorable consideration of the Trustecs.

(Signed) TR.OWEN.

No. 192. OrpER TREREON, 23rd Scptember 1867, No. 1184.

The Governor in Council directs that copics of the forcgoing Despatch, and of
its enclosures, be sent to the Collectors of the several Districts in this Presidency,
who will report, without delay, whether there arc any Meteorites procurable in their
respeetive Districts, and will furnish, with rcference to any that may be, or may
have been, brought to their mnotice, as much information, of the nature of that
indicated in the Memorandum appended to Sir C. Wood’s Despatch, recorded in
the Proceedings of Government under date the 9th April 1863, as they may be
able to procure.

2. Ttis understood that Meteorites Lave recently fallen in the Districts of
Kurnool and Cuddapah, The Collectors of these Districts will xeport on this point,
and will explain why the instructions conveyed in Sir C. Wood's Despatch,
above adverted to, have not been observed.

(True Extract).

. Chicf Sceretary.
"o the Collector of
"Exd. J. 1. Burns.

— -

-~




F oA S Agharid
/%am&f e /%Q;W%/ v
s O e A
R A v atdi 2
C LB s idiocts i




B S L

E ' . ' . h, “‘ . u.v .
\N&\ 186<7 Department. A
/ .

No. \\%“

ProCEEDINGS OF (GOVERNMENT.

G2




	Image00006
	Image00007
	Image00008
	Image00009
	Image00010

