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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department, ///
1st February 1867. .

Read the following papers :-— .

No. 4, From the Coroner of Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort
Suint George; dated Madras, 8th January 1867, No. 30. )

I have the honor to report, for the information of His Excellency the Right
Tlonorable the Governor in Council, that, at an Inquést held before me in Annama-
lay Street, Black Town, within the limits of Madras; -nd by adjournment at the
Coroner’s Office on the 20th December last, touching the death of a male child,
name unknown, the Jury, after returning as their verdict *“ found drowned,” made

_a presentment, which is herewith annexed.

w————r——

To
J. URQUHART, Esq.,

Coroner of Inquests, Madras.
Sig,

We the nndersigned; summoned on the 14th instant to serve as Jury men, to inquire into a
case of a male child found dead in a well near Chengabazar Tannah Station, beg to bring to your
potice of the stern and indispensable necessity of your recommending to Government to prevail
wpon the Municipal Comrmissioners, who are in charge of the wells in the public strects, to secure

" them with doors, after certain hours in the night, wlich would save, in many instanccs, accidental
deaibs of drowning, and we have not the slightest doubt that Government will give due considera-

tion and attention to your recommendation.
We beg to remain, &e.,
(Signed) J. E. LAURANCE,

( ., ) P.ALAGASINGUM NAIDOO,
( ., ) R.STREENEVASSOOLOO NAIDOO,
( ,, ) T RAMASAWMY MOODELLY,
MapRas, ( ,, ) €. VURDARAJOOLOO NAIDOO,
90th Decomber 1866. ( ,, ) P.TEROOVENGADUM MOODELLY.

(True Copy).
(Signed) J. URQUHART,

Coroner.
Referred to the Municipal Commissioners, for their remarks.
Fort SaiNt GEORGE, | (Signed) TF. BRAXNDT,
10¢% January 1867. - Ag. Under Secy. to Liovl.
No. 3. From the Municipal Commissioners for the Town of Madras, to the Chief
Sceretary to Government, Foxt Saint George ; dated Madras, 16th January
1867, -

In returning the Coroner’s letter to your address, dated 8th instant, referred
for our remarks on the 10th idem, we have the honor to state that the subject of
covering wells with a grating or shutters, to prevent people from committing
suicide by drowning themselves thercin, had our fullest consideration when we
framed our Bye-Jaws, and we came to the conclusion that such a measure would
not insarc the desired result, whilst it would entail considerable expense and
annoyance upon the owners of wells, and the public gencrally.

9. Mhe crection of a parapet wall of 3 feet in height around every well is

A~

sufficient fo prevent aceidents, but neither a grating nor a shutter would prevent a
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person intent on self-destruction from plunging therein, unless a guard was sct OF72cta c’/ % a—v’
over 1t day and night ; and, even then, the person need only resort to the nearest tank ;
or to the sea, in order to cffoct his purpose. _ »:‘ l//

3. The case referred to in the Coroner's letter appcars to have heen one of 1

wilful destruction of an infant by its mother, for which she is to be teied at the L// ;/6%”7”% W %Z*&/
Sessions ; and we submit that no p

recautionnry measure that we could have devised

. 1 ‘ . . é/ / 2.
would have prevented the culprit from carrying out her guilty and unnatural 2 "/ : ﬂ""//‘7 ;’ 2 Lose %/
purpose.

No. 6. ORDER THEREON, 1st February 1867, No. 115, ﬂ %

7’
Ordered that the foregoing letter from the Municipal Commissioners be comn- :
aunicated to the Coroner of Madras,

(True Extract), , % %/m HZ}% A |
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To the Coroner of Madras, ' WM’ o “ 7 - pdnd
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Chicf Secretary,
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txd. J. 1. Burns,
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