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Read the following :—
No. 143. Despatch from the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for India,
to His Exccllency the Rizht IIsworable the Governor General of India
in Council ; dated India Olice, Lnoadon, 9t July 1887, No. 85.

I herewith forward, for the information and guidance of your Excellency in
Council, a copy of a correspondence which has taken place between this Depart-
ment and the Foreign Office, relative to the disposal of property of Indian immi-
grants dying in the colony of French Guiana.

From E. HAMMOND, Esq., to the Under Secretary of State, India Office ; dated Foreign Office
4th December 1866. ’

1 am dirccted by Lord Stanley to transmit to you the accompanying copy of a letter* from

the French Ambassador at this Court, upon the

# 30th November, gubject of claims made upon the property of

Indian coolies dying in French Guiana ; and ]

am to request that, in Jaying this letter before Lord Cranborne, you will move 1iis Lordship to
cause Lord Stanley to be informed what answer should be returned to Prince de la Tour

D’ Auvergne.
Loxpres,
30 Novembre.1866.

A Son Excellence LORD STANLEY, . p.

M. 1.8 MinIsTRE,

Parmi les travailleurs recrutés dans I'Inde, et qui ont ¢té expédiés & la Guyane Frangaise,
plusieurs sont morts laissant des successions généralement d’une médiocre impo:tance, qui sont
quelques fois réclamées par d’autres émigrans qui invoquent leur qualité de parents.

L’administration coloniale n'a, pour controler leurs déclarations, que les renseignemens con-

tenus sur les listes nominatives drossées lors du recrutement ; ¢t ou sont souvent 1entionnés les

licns de parenté existant entre les emigrans.
L droit, ces renseignemens manquent du caractére d'anthenticité nécessaire pour faire foi

et, d’an autre coté, Vinsignifiance habituelle de ces successions ne comporte pas les frals qu'en-
trainerait la recherche Q’informations plus positives. Les intéréts a sauvegdrder ¢tant ceux des
sujets anglais, le Gouvernement de ' Empereur a pensé qu'il était nccessaire de s’entendre avee
celui de la Reine sur les dispositions & prendre pour arriver, par des mwoyens stmples et pratiques,
3 une attribution régulitre des successions dont il s'agit. Je serais trés reconnaissaut a Votre
Excellence de vouloir bien me faire connaitre les propositions qu'elle croirait devoir fair pour
attindre ce but ct donner satisfaction aux intéréts des travailleurs anglais reerutés dans 1'Inde ou

de leurs héritiers.
4 M ’
Veuillez agréer, &ec.,

(Signé) P.vE ta TOUR IPAUVERGNE,

From II. MERIVALE, Esq., to the Under Scerctary of State for Foreign Affairs; dated India
Oflice, 18th December 1866.

I have laid before the Soerotary of State for India in Council your lotter,dated the 4th instant,
enclosing a copy of a letter from the French Ambassador at this Court, on the subjcct of the dis-
posal %f the property of Indian immizrant laborers dying in French Guiana; and requesting to be
informed what answer should, in the opinion of Viscount Cranborne, be returned to the Prince de
la Tour D'Auvergne.

2. Tn reply, [ am directed to state that, in conformity with the practice which prevails in the
British colonics, the British Consul in cach French colony receiving Indian laborers should be
charged with the duty of recciving charge of the property of deccased Indian immigrants. In the
event of any immigrant leaving a wife or child in the colony, the money would naturally be mad
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over to them. In the ovent of there being no relations of the deceased on the spot, the Consul
would communieate wigh, the Protector of Emirrauts at the Port o bndia feom which the immi-
grant had come, with a view to his rel
would be remitted by the Consul to th
ants.

ations being traeed out ¢ and on their diseovery, the money

¢ Protector fur delivery o the righiful elaimant or claim-

From J. MURRAY, Esq, to the Under Secretar

v of State, India Office ; dated Forcizn Office,
24th December 1866,

I am dirccted by Lord Stanley to acknowled
suzzesting that 1{er Majesty's Consul i, Frenel
Indian immigrants dying in Frenel;

ze the reecipt of your letter of the ISth instant,
v Gutana should take charce of the property of
Guiana s bt Tam to state 1) you o reply, for the informa-
tion of Viscount Crauborue, that there s o British Conenl iy Freneli Guiaua, aud that some other
course would appear to he necessary i ovder to mect the viows of the

Frenell Government m this
matter.

From II. MERTV A LE, Esq., to the Under Seeretar

v of State, Foreiun Office ; dated Inidia Office,
L0th January 1867,

I have Jaid before the Sceretary of State for Idia in Comell M Murray's etter of the 2 fth
ultimo, stating that there is yo British Cousul in Fronel,
the disposal of the property of Indian immigrants dying in that colony would seem to be neces-
sarily different from yhat pointed out in my letter of the 28U Deeoler |

Guiana, and that sowe arrangenent for

dst,
2. In reply, Iam directed to rewyrk that, when the Convention with France of the Tst July

1861 wasunder discussion there wag g distinet unlersean ne that a Britich Conayl would bhe main-
: -

tained at every Irenel, colony to which Iieiyn, laborers were to be taken. Al the provi<ions in the
Convention, relating to the care of the nterests of the immigrants when they should have reached
the colonies, wera based on this understanding = aad it is perfeetly clear from the 21th Artiele,
not only that Freneh Guiana was one of the colonies to which the Convention wag immediately to
apply, but that the ground on which it shoulq s0 apply was that a British Consuyl either was, or
was to be, stationcd there,

3 Ttis obiosly hmpossible that the futentions of the Convention

» with regard to the pro-
tection which it Las Leen considered essential to sceuy e forthe N

atives of India when they leave their
unlesz, as contemplated by the Convention,
o their interests, Entircly irrespretive, therefore, of tho
immediate question on which the present correspondence originated, I am directed by Viseount
Cranborne to request that Lord Stanley may be moved to tuke sue
for affording to the Indijan immigrants in Fre

own country to labor in distant countries, ean be fulfil)q
a British Consul is on the Spot to attend ¢

h stepsas he may deem suitable
neh Guiana, the bencfip of that Consulur support and
protection which it was originally intended that they should enjoy in common with the Indiun
laborers in the other Frencl colonies,

From J. MURRAY, Esq., to the Under Secretary of State, India 0

dice s dated Foreign Office,
19th January 1867.

I have Taid hefore Tord Stanley your letter of the 10th instant, relative to Consular protec-

tion to Indian immisrants in Frenel Guiana, and [ am directed by Iig Lordship to request that
vou will eall Visconnt Cranborne's attention to a letter from this office of the 2aud May 1862,
encloaing a report from the gentleman who was sent in that year as Consul to Cuyvenne, from

which rejort it appearad that coolie immigration had Leen abandoned, and that the uceessity for
coolic labor did not exist. .

2. Mr. Consul Perry gent a further report, which appears by inadvertence not to have Leen
gent to the ludia Oifice, but a copy of which I now enclose,

S, Itaprears that, onthereecipt of thesr papers, Her Majesty's Government folt that they
would not b justificd in continuing the expense of maintaining a Conzul in Froch Guiana, and
i was therefore withdrawn : and, considering that no British 1nperial ixxtf‘x'«szs r<-r{ui:'c the p.rc-
renee of a Consul at Cayenne, Lord Stanley feols, and Lord Cranborne will probably concur with

i
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him, that, in view of the facts detailed by Mr. Perry, he could not properly apply to Parliament
mm, 1L, S
for a grant of a Consular salary for that district. - o h
His Lordship would suggest that the interests of the few coolies remain’ng in Fr?x}c
Gui . i lixt perhaps, be attended to by the Governor of the neighbouring colony of Brisish
uiana might, aps, be a

Guiana.

.o 2 i Earl
From G. R. PERRY, Esq, Ifer Majesty’s Consul for French Guiana, to the Ear

RUSSELL, k. 6., &c, &c. ; dated British Consulate, French Guiana, Cayenne, 1st
DUOHLL, K G, 3 '

1862, No. 3. )

Ilnvl(\:I:i,e h«m’or to inform your Lordship that, on the ]_'1th‘u1timo, I[ had }nly fi}rStmociii‘::(;
o it the Governor of this colony, M. le Comte Louis "lf“"d}’ de } ontr:ua‘, who 0 ot
mter-\“w with litely, but at the same time with surprise, as Ilis Excellency (at ﬁls.t) could no
me kindly an P“ lBe-i)t’ish Agent had been appointed to French Guiana, there n‘ot. bem_g a sm.gle
unz{erst&nd' i &1 'tl r bla:"{) in the whole colony, or any trade with Great Britain or its 'colomCS-
British subject (w:u keioﬂ ot tV};C rincipal duty I had been charged with was to Watch. the interests
I, howe\'e!-‘,.C.\'pla;{]“t ‘:;;0 mi,fr})lt he engaged to scrve as lahorers under the Convention conclu('led
oo I;;ltisillzi)sjgc :jnd the I;mpcror of the French at Paris on the Ist July last, and which
between Her Me

r into force on the st July nex | | o
will come 1n D teh No. 2 of the 17th ultimo, I stated that the importation of coolies I;jto
espateh Neo. 2 dho ing
) . Inl 'mlyboenI;upprcsscd and that I would endeavor by this mail to fu.x nish yot‘}" Ifordb 1p
e J'M r/“w;ns why the colonists of French Guiana hal come to this determination.
with the various reasous

i ’ mtroluced into this colony from Pondi-
55 : have been introduced in
3. Since 1855, three cargoes of coolies

cherry. roo came in a ship bound for Martinigue, but which, through miémanagemc.nt,
b el ﬁrs‘t 'calho‘t" and as at that time therc was no favorable opportunity of sending
was Wre-cked on ;1;1‘8. ?0;1‘5 ti’n“ltion they were detained in the colony. At least one-hallf of these
e e t(;tt\:(:; ;i‘:d ;lnd ’it was found necessary, directly an occasion presented itself, to
: _ ,
O :ir\%ors to Martinique and Guadaloupe. N ) N
e o avrived in 1833, It is supposed the majority have died, and that the
5. 'The second cargo arrived in L f s soposed i
inder are dispersed about the various small sugar es - o -
remain . rrived off Cayenne in 1860 ; but the inhabitants bcggcd. they migh no
e CM%O a(;n:;(;nor wa; forced to send them on to Guadaloupe, with the exception
be allowed 0 ot tl(f)t Oined to act as houschold servants in the town of Cayenne,
R leolwemﬂ)lc; Zf c(;ol?es in the colony now is between five and six hundred, count-
7. The total num! i
ing women and children. ot persons ifore mo by now e more colcs i Evench i
th nth(y‘]jzi)s{ij}i;‘;‘)&’?; with ; indecd, the only large landed proprietor here, M. Goynera,
12 >

. aly in hi loy, as he
hat he would be only too delighted to get rid of those he has already in his employ, a
states that ne v

. ite useless. .. (o] Office. stating
fds qullto\l traval has addressed a communication to the French Colonial , stating
9. M. de Montraval has ¢ ;

: igrants from India ; and that it
e eolonists were quite unable to find employment for emigr If‘t’ o find worl: ’for o, 1
¢ GO SU3 2 U 4 . i o -
that t‘llb ’ vears, if ever, before the colony could bo in a po;tlon] Guinna, et they. Tave
J > some years, if £ " olonic ‘rench Gaians
would be reditablo both to the authorities and colonists of Fre
il 1t very ereditabie i ’
think it very ¢

. , ould
i 3 ¢s has been fearful, and wou
thi termination, as the mortality amongst the cooli has. \ e
arrived at this determination, ] sented. They would actually die of starvation
Ap nl moers aunga »Ou. ~
i greatar were thelr num B
b still great: |
1
thi ' : icalthiness of the
notlnng else, . Lord "‘01101"1”)' die from fever })I'Ollght‘ on b} the unheal } :
10 The eoolics, my Boves ﬁ 1 ti ¢ chigne,” which gets into the feet of persons who do
. . . N ¢ 117 y & . . . f\ . .
“inate, or from a small insect called . o rritation and fover
climaie, or from {'1" isi t. if not taken out innmediately, produces great 1irrits
his insect, ‘

v ic nd to
ar ShOCS. tor helplessness when sick, tend
o “\fu}\.n] tl CAl ﬁ]LhV ]l'lbit“, ‘)&‘1 bl()Od, |1oor fOO‘l, Cﬂld utéer h. It

] ‘hich, ther ahits
b'\‘SNh,‘S whien, A

eovry them off very rapidly.
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1L This vast colony is tolelly wnenlticated, apl it sands to reason no enployment can
be found for the coolies.  The few persons hove, who prefced o enltivate staall cstates, have no
capital, and therefore can only pay very fow luborers,

12, Itis strange, my Lord, there should be sneh a v st diforonee beoyeon Freneh and British
Guiana. In British Guiana (Demerara) thers are o Less than 50,000 conties, 20,000 Chineso
and 5000 Portuguese, employed i vaising swgar, cacao, &, &e. o whereas in French Guiana not
sufficient produce is raised even for the consuwmption of this <mall town,  The very cattle come
from the Brazils in LEnglish schooners s indecd, every article of consumption is Jagorfed cither
direct from France or the United States, and abs luslv usthing i3 exporte |
loads of wood. )

. except a fow ship-
‘ "y g . < N . - . .

13, The town of Cayenne (the only town in French Guiana s entirelv supported by the
Government employds (naval and military y, kept Lere e d the conviets ©oan b were they to be
removed to-morrow, I doubtif the cresle population wonhl wineint to above 3000 suls, of which
2300 are liberated slaves.

4. Cayenne is in a most disgraceful  siate
do diseredit to a South  Ameviean Renablie,

rities would keep the  houses anl strects in ol penair

fort feation would

I showdd have fnevsine 1 the Fronch autho-

,oeven  tue smatl

conidering they have no less
than 6000 conviets maintained at the expense of the Froedn Goverment o by strancge to sy,
such 1s not the case. [ helieve it costs the Government SO0 GO0 Franes veardy to support the
conviets, and the naval and military forces stationed bore ¢ provent dhdr c;w::xp?n;.

15, Some conviets ave imprisoned off the town in haiks: others ar <mall stations on the
coast 5 and the best hehaved at a place called Marone —one dio s sall from Cavinne.

l()'._ Here the conviets are allowed to cultivase il pivees of laud lut what can a singlo
arm .do in a2 country where the weeds grow faster than they ean e placked ont U At Marone the
couvicts are also permitted to warry with the fomade eonviets, Fitty women were married a short
time back, 48 of whom had bewn transported for infangicq-lo,

17, Ta one instance, the woman had murdered Lor Tashane, an U the man Lis wife.

13, The Superintendent of Marone assured e these warrigges answered wlhnirably, and
that the conviets seemed, comparatively speaking, happr.

19. 1 cannot pretend to give your Lovdship mnrmat nowith rerardl to the conviet system
pursued here, as [ind the e ployés uot very ready to ent e conversation ou the sabject ; and
I have thought it wore pradent, under the civenmstances, to uhtiin from ashins any ;Uu.-stions.
23, Having cudeavored in a fow worls t cxshane whye, wcler l,"\';\‘l.lll’_‘:v L-ir"ullrxxsl1111ccs, it
became a matter of neeessity for discontinning the Buportation of coolics int this colony.
From J. MURRAY, I« to I MERIVALE,

22ud May 1862,

I'am dirceted by Barl Russell to transmit o you herewidh, for the information of the Seere-

Esq., eon, & we s dated Foreign Office,

tiry of Nate e badia in Counell, a copy of &
Despanh® from Herp Majesty's Consul at Ca-

Yonne, reportineg that the nnportation of coolwes

® No 2, dated 17th .'\prii 1552

et Froveh Guiana has been abandoned.
S
I'rom G. R PERRY, Esg, to the Barl RUSSELL, voa, &0 aes s dated Cayenne, 17th April
1862, Noo 2,
To mwy astonistment T ol tiae the systow forocaltivaehir the Tands of this colony by the
Hipporticion of coofies frou Pordicherry wad Briveh Loding s boon complot v abannfoned.

-

20 huooslo toaneake Sour lml”i‘-‘h.ll» Lo 1’!11.‘7 i 1H.li!1?"“l Wi e vart s reasens “v]l.y tho

colonists of Froach Guiarne relse to cian’oy vinsiant s fron ki, L uese Geaan further infor-

wmation,  Plerefrs Dwili by allvessiig vonr Loed Lip s b ucsbencd Despacel on this subject
]

uptil the sed o news mwonth, by which thwe Tuust o be batter wibrmed i reference to this

matter thico b aw at present.

-

*
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From II. MERIVALE, Esq., to the Under Sceretary of State, Foreign Office ; dated India
Office, 15th February 1867.

I have laid before the Secretary of State for Indiain Council your letter, dated the 19th
ultimo, stating the reasons which led Lord Stanley to think it incxpedient to appoint a British
Consul in French Guiana; and suggesting that the Governor of British Guiana may be requested
to take charze of the interests of the fow Indian coolies remaining in that colony.

2. TIn reply, T am directed to state that Viscount Cranborne agrees in the opinion of Lord
Stanley, that it is not necessary, under existing ciycu.mstajnces, that a British 'Consul sl@tlcl be
appointed to French Guiana, and that it will T.)e sufﬁm.ent if the Governor of British Gulana he
requested to look after the interests of the coolics now in the colony.

3. Lord Cranborne has to request that the Governor may be directed in cm:rying out this
commission, in the first instance, to ascertain the m.lmber of the coolies and their gencral condi-
tion, and to ascertain whether any of them are desirous of returning to India ; and whether the
colonial anthorities are willing to consent to thelr departure, and to bear the expense of the

return passage. .

From E. €. EGERTON, Esq., to the Under Secretary of State, India Office ; dated Foreign Office,

17th June 1867.
With reference to your lotter of the 15th February last, I am dirceted by Lord Stauley to
transmit to you, for the Information of the Se-

* To, 2nd April 1867.

; cretary of State for Tudia, copies of a corres-
From, 13th June 1867, y oLy id1a, cop

pondence* with the ¥French Ambassador at this

Court, from which it appears that the French Government concur in the proposed arrangements !
for providing for the proper disposal of property left by Indian coolics dying in French Guiana, $
anl lave sent instructions accordingly to the Governor of French Guiana. :

9. T am to add that the Secretary of State for the Colonies has been requested o send cor- f

P

responding instructions to the Governor of British Guiana.

From LORD STANLEY, to Le PRINCE pe 1a TOUR D’AUVERGNE, &e., &e. ; dated
Foreign Office, 2nd April 1867.

T have not failed to give due consideration to your Excellency’s note of the 30th November
last, suggesting that some arrangement should be come to between the Governments of France
andGreat Britain, with a view to the adoption of some simple and practical measures for providing
for the proper disposal of property left by Indian coolics dying in French Guiana.
unicating with the Secretarics of State for the Colonial and Indian Depart-
beg leave to state to your Excellency that, as there is no British Consul
as the Government “of British Guiana is too far removed to afford cfficient

2, After comm
ments on the subject, I

in French Guiana, and
istance in this matter, Iler Majesty’s Government would suggest to the Government of Ilis Im-

perial Majesty that the Governor of French Guiana should,. if possible, be .inqtructed fo pursue the ‘
course adopted in similar cases in the DBritisk Colonics, viz., when tl‘lere Is any Susp.icion or doubt |
concerning claims advanced by alleged relatives of th‘e dccc'asod COOll.OS, to communicate with the
Emigration Agent by whom the coolies were collected in India, and with the Protector at the port

] . . ey e
from whieh they were despatched, in order to obtain the assistance of these officials in tracing the

as8

real relatives of the deccased coolies.

3. I beg leave to add that, if the French Government should agree to adopt this course, /,«"J
the Governor of British Guiana will be instructed to render cvery assistance to the authorities in j
Freneh Guiana in remitting to its proper destination the money due to the relatives of deceased [;

coolics, in cases where those authorities may find any difficulty in doing se.
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Toxires,
( 15 Juln 1867,
A Son Excellence LORD STANLEY., u. 1
, M. T,
M. e Mivrsree,
Te me suls ciapressé
Jeme guls ctapressé Jde ] ; i
T (] o :l(,‘c()mmumqu(-l an Gouvernement de UEmpercur los wmesure: proposées
are U. ment de Sa Matestd Bri i
Fron aise. ¢ Hent e Majestd Brivannique concernant les suceessions deseondios ¢ lu Guyane
angaiee, et qui faisaiont Pobjer de la lettre one V- Fiveel .- Vadrceer
date due 3 Avril dorion o e otre Fxeellones abion vordu a wdvcsor 4 la
. . apres la combinuizon vnze ml par Va b dniaiee o s taioe 1o Gou
iy tar b LT gy e b Yol

vernement de la Guyane Francaise, on eas o dove <ay Py ‘
. N , . ¥ - . LY S PR ( Vel Y
Yes renscignemeus néee.saires Jo Pasgen gi ar pel ! L ' |
" ‘ A I > : ¢ * oS e R oy . lil\'.l,:
e port o0 ils ont ¢ cutharquis, M. e Mar R N P L "
,1\‘1 yuby O . R S b L A S A S R [EAE VI
le Minjstre de la Marine cousiipe Tai-mmie fos s ooy | . R l |
5 i i t St IERSATEEN S NE N RN TR oy b v e P vy Al
comme ¢tant les plus : . b i o T Lo
LS pratigques, cof R ) o . )
) i , CUgn 11 lewr Qu!m;; Gmpa teeslon, Dl b G it Lo S0Ls
1

ont ¢te, ¢n COHSé‘iuCnCC, trausmises o M. le Gouvernour e Lo Gavane Franenico
Veunibez aceter, &,
(Sizné) P.oz o TOUR DPAUVERGNE
C Nu, a8 1",
opy forwarded . T 3.0 ; :
PY to the Government of I'ort Suint George for information.
By Order, &o
Houte Departyiest, Snyia Sioned SINCGTON
) ; (Seoned)  AVTL HTARINGTON
287d August 1867, SN Il
({./‘/'//_ { P ,5,‘/"7, Iy [/u' (ird, o) 1/1’/((.(-

No. 144, Orper TEREON, 16th Septembor 1867, No. 1151,
Communicated to the Protector of Fuitcrauts,
(Truc Extruet),
A, J. ARDUTIINOT,
Chicf Scerelarg

To the Protector of Emivrants,

2xd, J. Tulloch.

s too far removed to afford officient assistance in this watter, Her Majesty's
to the Government of His Imperial Majesty thut the
Governor of French Guiana should, if possible, he instructed to pursue the course
adopted in similar cases in the British Colonies, #zz., whcn, thera is any suspicion
or doubt concerning claims advanced by alleged relatives of the deceased coolies, to
communicate with the Emigration Agent by whom the ceolies were collected in
India, and with the Protector at the port from which they were despatched, in

order to obtain the assistance of these officials in tracing the real relatives of the

deceased coolies. ’ }
T Beg leave to add that, if the French Government Should agree to adopt this
y f British Guiana will be instructed to render every assistance

course, the Governor 0 ! : > 1 : Y Qs
to the authoritics in French Guiana in remitting to its proper destination the
money duc to the relatives of deceased coolics, 1n eases where those authorities

may find any diffienlty in doing so.

Government would suggest

I have, &ec.,

(Signed) STANLEY.

LoxprES,
13 Juin 1567.

A Son Excellence LoRD STANLEY, M. P.

M. e MINISTRE, ' ‘
Ju me suis empressé de communiquer au Gouvernement de

I’ Empereur les mesures proposées par le Gouverncment de Sa Majesté Britannique
concernant les successions des coolies i la Gayane Francaise, ct qui faisalent I'oljet
bien voulu m’adresser & la date du 2 Avril

‘de la lettre que Votre Excellence a biel lu mvadressc .
ogéré par Padministration anglaise, le Gouverne-

Jdernier. D’aprés la combinaison sug ristratior :
ment de la Guyane Francaise, en cas de doute sur Vattribution de ces successions,
réclamerait les renseignemeus nécessaires de lagf:nt qui & rec}'uté les eoolies décédés,
ou du “Protector” dans le port ol ils ont ¢t6 embarqués. M. le Marquis de

que M. le Ministre de In Marine considire

Mousticr me fait savoir, aujourd’hu, ] i

lui-méme les mesures proposces par le Cabinet de Londres comme ¢tant les plus

pratiques, cb qu'il lear donne son adhésion. Des instructions dans ce sens ont Cté, en
[ »'y N . '] e . . . X

conséquence, transmises i M. le Gouvernenr de la Guyane Frangaise.

Veuillez agrder, &e.,

(Signé) Princk pE La TotrR DAUVERGNE
.NO- ‘ : 4 ". & s
opy forwarded to the Government O IV S e,
, ;-

for information.

By Order, &c.,

1oue DEPARTMENT, - § -
BInLa, [W&‘Mya&

The 7 ;;% : Aug-zfﬁt 1867. Offg. Under-Secy. to the Govt. of India.

>
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