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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Bublic Depariment,
4th January 1867.

e e o S T

No.18.  Read the following letter {rom the Reverend J. HAY, . 4., Waltair,
Missionary in charge of the Vizagapatam Mission Press, to the Chief Secre-

tary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Waltair, Tth December 1866,

I beg leave most respectfully to submit the accompanying corrcspondence to

His Excellency the Right Honorable the Goverpor in Council, in the hope that the
plea therein set forth, on behalf of tho Mission Press at this station, may receive the
favorable consideration of Governmen. ‘

2. As neither myself, nor the Socicty with which Thave the honor to be asso-
ciated, derive the slightest gain from the Establishment, which, in reality, is largely
indebted to charity for its support, and would now, for reasons mentioned, be
closed, were it not for the simple convenicnee of having it at hand while a revised
translation of the Scriptures is being prepared and printed at the station, only for
gratuitous distribution among Tclugu scholars. _ o

3. 1 am aware that, according to the Towns’ Improvement Act, 1865, literally
interpreted, the ownership of a Printing ‘Press is sufficient to subject one to an
assessment of 25 Rupees, and I have, no dosire to evade the payment of what is
legally due ; but I would most respectfully submit to the kind consideration of His

Excellency the Right Honorable the Governor in Council whether the intention of
the Act was to lay such an assessment on one whose only remuneration is the hope
thiat his labor may be of some benefit to the country. T

Tsom the Reverend J. TIAY, x. a, Waltair, Missionary in -chargo of the Vizagapstam Mission
Press, to D. F. CARMICH AEL, Esq., President of the Board of Commissioners, Vizagap«
atam ; dated Waltair, 29th November 1866. .

A bill was this morning prescnted to me, demanding payment, under the head of ¢ calling,”
on account of the Mission Press in Yizagapatdm.

I believe it is usual, before demanding payment in such a case, to obtain some informa-
tion on which the intended assessment may be fairly made ; but no application for such informs-
tion has ever been made to me. I would, however, respectfully submit that the Mission Press
is entitled to exemption from such taxation on the following grounds. ' l

1. There is no clause in the Towns’ Improvement Act that authorizes such an assessment.*

2. The proposal to tax Charitable Institutions, when lately made at Home, was rejected
with almost universal reprobation. ~

3. The Mission Press is not a source of pecuniary gain to any one, nor was it established
for any such purpose, but solely for the propagation of Christian knowledge dtixpng
the people, through the publication of tracts, portions of Scripture, and small school
books, none of which are sold to Natives at a remuncrative price. Job work is takéﬁ
in merely to make up the deficiency; but the whole proceeds of it, and much more
are spent in purely gratuitous efforts to benefit the community. in the way mentioned.’

4. Consequently, there is not any gain whatever from which the assessment made upon
the Mission Presscan be paid. 1fitis exacted, it must be drawn from the donations
of charity, given to aid in the spread of Christian knowledge, now much reduced in
amount since other Societies began to republish our Tracts.

5. When the Press accounts were made upin the beginning of last ycar, it appeared that,
if (without gain to any one, but simply to prevent positive loss) the cost of work done,
and materials supplied, in the publication of Tracts, &c., and a few bad debts, hazl
heen paid, we should have begun the year with a debt of about 75 Rup,ees. only.

# This T now find to have been a mistake on my part,
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6. Besides the wear and tear of materials, which I excelude from this statement, after

paying in sundry donations and subzeriprions, we should, on 1l saie suppositions
Liing vealized, have hegun the proseut year with a Lurden of 88 Rupees, which, how-
ever, inereased to such a degree, that, some time ago, we were obliged to sell the premises
occupied by the Press, iu ovder to mect our labilitics.

-1

Under these circamstancs=, I beg respeetfully to submit that to tax the Vizagapatam
Mission Press would be to lay a brrden on charity, and todiscourage the disinterested
cfforts of benevolence,

P. §.—It may he weil, perhaps, to mention that, for my superintendence of the Mission Press,
T roceive no craolument either from it, or from any other source.

From the Secrctary, Municipal Commission, Vizagapatem, to the Reverend J, HAY, u, a.,
Waliair ; dated Vizagapatam, Srd December 1866, No. v3.

Your lotter of the 20th ultimo, to the address of D. I*. Carmichael, s, was Iaid before the
President and Mombors of the Municipal Commisiion, ab the Mecting held on Setarday last, and
T am dirested to state, in reply, that the Connnissioner:sinuclt regret they canunt wect voor wishes
o exempt the Misslon Pregs under your charge from taxation, asuo provi-ien 15 macie in the Act
for any such exclusion, and, thercfore, heg to veqaest you will mest the demand for the license,
Rupces 12-8-0, for the current half-year ending 50th April 1867,

No. 19. Orper TrEREON, 4th January 1867, No. 10.
The Governor in Couneil cannot comply with this application,

——

2. No exemption from taxation can be granted under the Towns' Improve-

ment Act, except on the ground of poverty.
(True Extract).

Chicf Secrotary.

To Reverend J. Hay, Waltair.
To the Magistrate of Vizagapatax.

Ezxd. J. H. Burns.
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