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Proceedings. of the Madras Goverﬁment, Public Department,
41h Seplember 1867.

Read the following papers :—
No. 39. From Colonel C. A. DENISON, President of the Mimicipal Commission-
Madras, to the Acting Cliief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George;
dated Madras, 1st August 1867.
In the Proceedings of Government, Public Department, of the 23rd ultimo,
and Order thereon, No. 894, there appears a letter from Colonel W. Freese, Com
manding 3rd Regiment Light Infantry, to address of the Quarter Master General

of the Army.

2. In thisletter, Colonel Freese has thought fit to impute motives to the
Municipal Commissioners in addressing Government, as they did, on the site for the
new Lines at Royapooram, which are entirely opposed to fact, and are, moreover, of
s0 objectionable a nature, that I have considered it not only as due to myself, but
also to the Municipal Commissioners, to address him on the subject, and to deny

most emphatically the motives he has sought to fix upon us for so acting.
3. I forward copy of my letter to Colonel Freese, and have also addressed
the Quarter Master General of the Army on the subject.

s

From Colonel C. A. DENISON, President of the Municipal Commission, Madras, to Colonel
FREESE, Commanding 3rd Regiment Light Infantry, Royapooram ; dated Madras, 81st

July 1867.

In your letter to the Quarter Master General, dated Royapooram, 5th of July 1867, and which
appears in the Proceedings of Government, Public Department, 23rd of July 1867, there are cer-

Paragraph 1. ¢ I have ihe honor to request you will lay
before His Excellency the Commander-iu-Chlef: the follow-
ingreport, with a vicw that,should he consideritnecessary,
Goverument may be put in possession of facts, which would
go far to prove that the Municipal Commissioners, urged
1o this aet by petitions from certain Natives, residents of
Royapooram “and Black Town, are proceeding on grounds,
1ot one of which has any foundation, and that these grounds
ATe mage the cloak of objections to the crection of these
Lines for other and personal reasons, which Ishall have the
honer of stating in this report.” i

Paragraph 5. ‘¢ The ostensible reason given by the
Municipal Bady for their objection to this spot being built
upun, will be given in their memorial. The real reasons [
believe to be as follows, viz :— .

The petitions of a large body of the Native commu.

who are induced to this act, firstly, by the influence
possessed over them by the Brahmins resident about this
spot,and who, for bathing purposes, have been accustomed
at all hours of the day to make use of certain wells, now
abont to be annexed to the Lines ; secondly, by thz? power
aver the minds of these- people by cerf’mn Sun-
niassies (psendo holy men) residentin a ¢ mundla abutting
on the new Lines—men whose days are spent in begging
and nights in debauchery, and_in whose favor, some short
time ngo, a petition, complaining of the presence of the 3rd
Regiment, was sent into Government; t?urd]y, being urged
to this course of procreding by the dlobies, who, doubtless,
will be inconvenienced. .

Paragraph 6, ¢ The above, T believe to be the' x"eal
and only grievances which the memorial of the Manicipal

Body gives under another coloring.”

nity,

possesged

tain statements (marginally noted), which, as
they would tend not only to mislead His Excel-
lency the Commander-in-Chief, but Government
as well, and, moreover, impute motives to the
Municipal Commissioners which have no founda-
tion whatever, it is necessary they should receive
a most unqualified contradiction at my hands.

2. I deny most emphatically that the
Municipal Commissioners have been urged to
this course by petitions from certain Natives as
stated by you.

3. Our attention was first called to the
matter by a Memorandum from our Civil Fngi-
neer, and it was in consequence of this that I
inspected twice the site for the new Lines, and
wrote my Minute of the 4th of July. I am nos
aware of a single petition having been received
by the Commissioners on the subject—certainly
not since I have been President——and, therefore,
the sentence ‘“ and that these grounds are made
the cloak of objections to the erection of these

Lines for other and personal reasons’ is as incorrect as it is objectionable, and I must request

your withdrawal of it.

4. 1t would have been as well if, before committing yourself to a statement so entirely
erroneous as this, you had endeavoured tomake yourself acquainted with the true nature of
the Municipal Commissioners' motives in addressing Government on this subject.
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ment,

5. I may, however, content myself with repeating my denial as to the Municipal Commis-

sioners having been in the slightest degree swayed by any such reasons as stated b
Head of that Body, I cannot permit such incorrect assertions, and such offensiv
the correct motive of our proceedings, to go before Ilis
Government, without a most emphatic and indignant denial, and Ipurpose
Quarter Master General of the Army and the Acting
ject, and shall forward them copies of this letter.

Y you ; but, as
¢ imputations as to
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and

» therefore, addressing the
Chief Secretary to Government on the sub-

No.40.  From Colonel C. A. DENISON, President of the Munic

Madras, to the Acting Chief Secretary to Government, I
dated Madras, 24th August 1867.

ipal Commission,
ort Saint George ;

I have the honor to forward, for the consideration and orders of the Right

From Colonel Freese, Commanding 3rd Regiment Native
Infantry, to Quarter Master General of the Army, 5th of
July 1867-— vide Proceedings of Government, 23rd of
July 1867, No, 237.

From President of Municipal Commniission, to Colonel
Freese, 31st of July 1867.

From President, Municipal Commission, to Quarter Master
General of the Army, 13t August 1867,

From Colonel Cooke, Quarter Master General, to President
of Municipal Cowmission, 7th August 1867,

From President, Municipal Commission, to Quarter Master
General, }2th Auguss 1867.

From Colonel Freese, to Calonel Denison, 10th August
1867.

From Colonel Cooke, Quarter Master General, to the Pres
sident of Municipal Commission, 15th August 1867,

Honorable the Governor ip Council, cor-

respondenge (as per margin) between
Colonel Freese, Commanding 3rd Regi-
ment Native Infantry, the
Master General of the Army, and myself,
on the subject of a letter addressed to
that Officer by Colonel Freese, in which
he imputes motives to the Municipal
Commissioners in addressing G

Quarter

overnment

' . as they did, with reference to the site for
the Royapooram Lines, and which are directly opposed to fact. As will be scen
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i __ilunici al Commission, Madras, to the Quarter
From Golonel © > DRSO Pre::::: tO?){;:}::mund; (Il)ated Madras, 1st August .1867.. .
Master General, 1Tead Q;a‘ sub;nission to His Excellency the C(fmmander-lfl-Chlef‘, ctop?r
1 have the honor (;otforg(ix(')(i,elor‘v‘ Froese, Commanding 3rd Regiment Native Infantry,
of a letter addressed to o
Roy apoorum. houcht fit, in his letter toyour address, dated the .5'th ulgmo, ?o f;:xtlei:)srti,};
2. Ihis Offcer ot tlo“ﬁlé ot;ves for the action taken by the Municipal Commiss e in
what he considers are the real m Licot of the site for the mew Lines ?‘t Roy.ap(?orum, ai:lt as
addressing Government on theﬁ )s“.lj.e and objectionable a nature, presufnmg to m.smua,te tha t
imputed to us motives of so © (,n's ed by ¢ other and personal reasons” 1-n.a,ddressmg Go.verrfmeg
Municipad Lommissioners AP S:oaindcrsta.nd bow an Officer of his position and standing in ¢ (ei
as they did, that L am .&t  loss himself as to write in such terms of a body of gentlemeIT, ;ln}xl
Service could have so far ﬂ.)rgob.tcn he could have committed himself to such stat(?men'ts, which he
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Government on the subject.

T i he Muricipal
Master General, to Colonel C. A. DENISON, P;Iesld:?: of the Musicip
P ? . 851,
From the Quar.'ie_l: 1. Madras ; dated Ootacamund, 7th Al}guSt _1867’ Ol tter of the 1st instaat
Commssior ’h to submit to the Commander-in-Chief your lette ,
I have had the honor F ’s address.

. : to Colonel Freese . .
with annexure, of the 3151)‘1“::: ,th:,t as you have addressed Colonel Freese with referencle totil:
e El:c; ulenciil(;ts(.;ﬁcer will,, no doubt, be prepared to afford your Board any explana

jetter of the 5th July,

. tant ly calls for any
that may be necessary ider that your communication under rep
. does not consider
3. His Excellency

further notice at his hands.
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From Colonel C. A. DENISON, President of the Municipal Commission, Madras, to the Quarter
Master General, Ootacamund ; dated Madras, 12th August 1867, ’ V
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter, No. 851, of the 7th instant, in
which you state that Ilis Excellency the Commander-in-Chjef observes that, as I have addressed
Colonel Freese, with reference to his letter of the 5th of July, “‘that Officer, no doubt, will be prepar-
ed to afford the Municipal Board any explanation that may be necessary’”, and, further, that ““ITis
Excellency does not consider that my communication ealls for any further notice at his hands.”
I regret His Excellency so considers the matter. I had hoped that, by placing before Iis Excel-
lency, through his Quarter Master General, what I could not but consider as a most offensive
imputation made by an Officer under his command against the Municipal Commissioners in a body,

we should have received some redress, or that Colonel Freese would have been called on for some
explanation of his letter.

MW‘,N‘ .

2. That Officer, by his letter, to my address, of the 10th instant, copy herewith forwarded, it
appears, feels himself precluded from replying to my letter of the 31st ultimo, pending instructions
from superior authority. Under these circumstances, I am induced, therefore, to hope His Excel-
lency the Commander-in-Chief may see fit to reconsider his decision.

From Colonel W. FREESE, Commandant, 3rd Light Infantry, to Colonel C. A. DENISON,
President of the Municipal Commission, Madras ; dated Royapoorum, 10th August 1867.

In reply to your letter of the 9th August, I have the honor to inform you that, vou having
(as per your letter of the 31st July) put yourself in communication with Government and Ilis
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief on the subject in dispute, 1 am precluded replying, pending
instructions from superior authority as to whether I am to address you dircct concerning a report
presented to Government through Ilis E- cellency the Commander-in-Chief, or to expl

ain to Go-
vernment, for your information, my reasons for the course I have taken.

From the Quarter Master General, to Colonel C. A. DENTISON, President of the Municipal Com-
mission, Madras; dated Ootacamund, 15th August 1867, No 889.

I have the honor, by order, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, with
enclosure, which have been duly submitted to the Commander-in-Chicf.

— . Se—

No. 41. ORDER THEREON, 4th September 1867, No 1089,

From the correspondence above recorded, it is observed that the President of
the Municipal Commission has thought it necessary to address the Military Author-
ities on the subject of the communication forwarded by Colonel Freese, Com-
manding 3rd Regiment Native Infantry, to the Quarter Master General of the Army,
on the 5th of July 1867, regarding the Lines under construction at Royapooram.

2. The Governorin Council observes that Colonel Freese acted with great
propriety in reporting to the Quarter Master General of the Army the insuffic
of the grounds on which exception had been taken by the Municipal Commissioner s
to the construction of the new Lines on a site carefully and deliberately selected by
competent Officers and approved by Government. It may be regretted that
Colonel Freese, not satisfied with successfully contending against the arguments
advanced by the Municipal Commissioners, considered it necessary to in‘;putc to

that Body motives of a different and less honorable character, which bad not becn
avowed in their communication to Government,.

to produce irritation and controversy.

icney

Such a course could scarecly fail

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department, 5
4th September 1867.

3. Colonel Denison was not warranted, on the other hau.d, in addressing the
Quarter Master General and Colonel Freese sinfultaneously in suc.h -vehement and
peremptory terms, nor was such the most. jud1f:1ous course for obtalm.ng redress on
the pa& of the Military Authorities, or satisfaction from the. C.‘ommindmg Qfﬁcer. .

4¥ The Government are convinced that the .Mummpal. Commissioners, in
addressing Government on the subject of the new Regimental Lme?, were swayed l;ly
the motives stated in their communication, aI}d by a sense of .ptllbhc duty, though,
in the opinion of Giovernment, the app1:ehens1ons of: the Munlfupal Body were alto-
gether groundless, and were adopted without sufficient reflection.

(True Extract.)

Acting Chief Secretary.

To the Municipal Commissioners, Madras.
,, Military Department.

Lzd. J. H. Burns.
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