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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
22nd August 1867.

Read the following :—
No. 171.  Despatch from the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for India,
to His Excellency the Right Honorable the Governor General of India in
Council ; dated India Office, London, 14th June 1867, No. 72.
With reference to Sir Charles Wood's Despatch of the 24th of March 1864,
No. 34, I forward herewith a copy of
* 6th March 1867, No. 57. a Despatch* from the Governor of
, Ceylon, which has been transmitted to
this Department from the Colonial Office, reporting upon the condition of Indian
laborers employed on the plantations in Ceylon.

Dospateh from Sir H. G. R. ROBINSON, Governor of Ceylon, to the Right Honorable the
Secretary of State for the Colonies ; dated Ceylon, 6th March 1867, No. 57.

Miscoilaneous.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Secretary Cardwell's Despatch, No. 101,
of the 23rd March last, transmitting a copy of a letter from the India Office, on the subject of the
Ordinance No. 11 of 1865, entitled ¢ An Ordinance to consolidate and amend the law relating to
gervants, laborers, &c.,”" and calling, as suggested by the Secretary of State for India, for half-
yearly reports on the condition of Indian laborers employed on the plantations in Ceylon.

I now beg to submit such information on the points referred to in that Despatch, as it has
been in my power to obtain.

Number.—The number of immigrant coolies employed at the end of the past-half-year upon
ths ostatos in the various districts of the Colony was, as nearly as can be ascertained, 105,000,

These men, after working for one or two years in Ceylon, generally return to their country,
with the savings of their wages, after the coffee crop is gathered, and come back to Ceylon before
the next crop is ripe, so that they are constantly going over to, and returning from, India. In
various parts of the Island, however, many, who originally came over to work on the estates, have
become settlers and have acquired landed property.

The following is a Statement of the arrivals and departures during the half-years ended the
30th June and the 31st December 1866 :— :

First half-year. Second half-year. I Total.
Arrivals. l Departures. Arrivals. { Departures. | Arrivals. Departures.
48,315 l 39,543 40,213 | 9,686 | 88,528 49,229

Births and Deaths.—The number of births and deaths it has been impossible to ascertaih
with anv degree of accuracv : but in those districts where information on this point has been
obtained, it would appear that the average number of births is about 2, per cent., and thdt of
deaths very nearly the same. »

Wages—Adult males earn from 7d. to 9d. a day, the amount varying in different distiicts.
Female laborers and boys are paid at rates ranging from 43d. to 7d. » :

Number of working days.—On an average each laborer works for five days during the week.

Complaints,—The most frequent causes of complaints by managers of estates are desertion,
and coffce-stealing ; and, on the other hand, complaints are occasionally made of harsh treatment
of coolies by their masters ; but such cases are rare. On the whole, the relation between the
employer and the employed may be considered very satisfactory.
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Inp1a OFFICE;

Public.
- TLondon, the 14th June 1867.

No. 12,

To ITis Ercellency the Right TIon'ble the Governor General of Indio in Council.

SIR, .

WirH .reference to Sir. Charles Wood’s ]?cspatch of the 24th of March

% 6tk March % 1861, No. 34, T forward herewith a copy of a Despatch® from
th arel 1867, Xo. 67 the Governor of Ceylon, which has.been transmitted to this

Department from {he Colonial Office, rcporting upon the condition of Indian laborers

cmployed on the plantations in Ceylon.

£

I have, &e., :
(Signed) STAFFORD 1. NORTIICOTE.

Miscellaneous. Newara Erza;
o, 5. _ Ceylon, the Gt -Jereh 1867.
Governor St II. ROBINSON, {0 Lorp CARNARVON.

My Lorp, \ ,
1 mave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Seeretary Cardwell’s Despateh

No. 101 of the 23rd Mareh last, trangmitting a copy of a letter from the India Office on the subject

of the Ordinanee No. 11 of 1865, entitled “An Ordinance to consolidate and amend the law relating

to servants, laborers, &e.,” and calling, os sugeested Dy the Secrelary of State for India, for half—yem-ly

reports on the condition of Indian laburers employed on the plantations in Ceylon. ’

by s?ch@formﬁon on the points referred to in that Despateh, as it has Treen 115
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1 now beg to su
my power to ohtamn.

Number.—The number of immigrant coolie
cstates in the various districts of the Colony was, as

These men, after working for one or two years in Ceylon, gencrally return to their country, with
the savings of their wages, after the collee crop 1s gathered, and come hack to Ceylon before the mext .
crop is ripe, SO that they are constantly going over to, and returning from, India. In various parts of
the Island, however, many, who originally came over to work on the estates, have become settlers and

have acquired landed property. ;
The following is a Statement of the arrivals and departurcs duringt he half-years ended the 30th

June and the 31st December 1866 :—

l‘
s employcd at the end of the past hall-year upon the
nearly as can be ascertained, 105,000,
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FinsT HALF-YEAR. SECOND HALF-YEAR. . Torar.

Arrivals. - | Departures. Arrivals. Departures. Arrivals. Departurcs,

e e e e

48,315 | . 39543 0218 | 9080 | 858 L 49,2290

Births and Deaths—The number of births and deaths it has been impossible to ascertain with any
degree of accuracy ; but in those dtstr}éts where information on this point has been obtained, it would
appear that the average number of births is about 2 per cent., and that of deaths very nehrly the
saunie, *
i IFages.-——Adult males carn trom 7d. to 9. a-day——the amount varying in different distri :
Terhale laborers and boys are paid at rates ranging from 43d. to 7d. e istricts. c T

Nuﬂﬁr of working days.—On an average each laborer works for five days during the weck.
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Coinplaints.—The most frequent causes of complaints by managers of estates are desertion, and
coffee-stealing ; and, on the other hand, complaints ave oceasionally made of harsh treatment of coolies
by their masters; but such cases ave rare.  On the whole, the relation Letween the cmployer and the
employed may be considered very satisfactory.

LEducation.—There are few, if any, schools on the estates, so that it may almost be said that immi-
grant coolies receive no.seqular instruction, In some districts cleraymen and catechists are in the
habit of visiting the estates, but the good result of their teaching is generally reported to be seareely
. ) { {

appreeiable,

Condition.—As a rule, coolies have good accommodation, heing housed in well built *lines,” which
are clean and comfortable.  They are supplied with rice, which is their staple food, at a price much below
the market rate; the loss on this issue of rice being horne by the proprietors.

In cases of slight sickness coolies are treated by the Superintendents of estates, who are supplied
with the necessary remedies; hut when seriously ill, or when accidents oceur, the coolies are sent to one
of the Government Civil Hospitals, where they are properly attended to at a cost of 6d. a-day each,
which sum is paid by the owncrs of the estates. .

The agents of the Government in the several Provinees of the Island are unanimous in reporting
that it is believed that the coolies are better fed, housed, and generally better eared for here than in
their own country.

I have, &e.,

(Sioned) Hercrrrs G R, Topixsox.,

No. VD6 )
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. Cory forwarded to thie Government of u//[' b / e /‘ o g - with
" .
reference to communication thenee No/ 24, ofn ,({) 2 7 ~// teiee 7S3Y,
' By Opder, &e.,
IloME DEPARTMEST; “l ' - pli
SIMLA, W
Lhe 206tk July 1867. 5 . Ofy. Cuder-Seey. to the Gorl. of Ludia.
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