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Proceedings of the Madyras Government, Publz’g ’Departmenf,
21st August 1867. ‘

No.162.  Read the following letter from the Colonial Secretary, Mauritius, to
the Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Mauritius, 18th

July 1867, No. 1353A. -
His Excellency the Governor having observed that it is reported in some of
the Indian Newspapers that yellow fever has been raging in “Maurﬁius,’ has directed
me to forward you copy of a report from Surgeon-Major Reid, Chief Medical Officer,

showing what is the nature of the disease which has unfortunately committed such

ravages in some of the districts of this Island.

9. Imay add that very few of the Indian immigrants actually under cngage-

ment have fallen victims to this epidemic, as they have been well taken care of, when
sick, by the masters with whom they have been employed.

3. The principal sufferers have been amongst the Creoles of African origin,
great numbers of whom, from a natural indisposition to, labor, live only from hand
to mouth ; and also among the time-expired Indian immigrants, who, in defiance
of all sanitary regulations, crowd together into towns and villages, and keep their
huts in so filthy a state as to form a focus of disease wherever they are congregated.

Norp respecting the Epidemic Fever of 1866-67 which has prevailed in certain parts of
‘ Mauritius. I ‘

- Oof the"epide;ni'c fover which has prevailed in Port Louis and cortain rural districts on the
yeste‘x‘n'and north-eastern portions of the Island, I have had extensive experience during the
last nine months, in common with the Medical OFicers attached to the Civil and Military Hospi-
tals—an experience acquired as well exterior t0, as within, these Establishments. .

2. One of these Medical Oficers (the Surgeon of Royal Artillery) has been familiar with
malignant yellow fever during his service in the West Indies. All the Medical Oficors, so far
as I am aware, concur in the opinions which I hold inregard to the Mauritius epidemic fover
of 1856-67—that it is wlarious favor of the intormitfiat aand romittont forms, the greab
majority of the cases, so far as they have as yet been recorded, having been of intermittent fever ;
that it is not malignant yellow fever, nor in any case even akin to that disease ; and that it is
not of 2 contagious nature.

3. While all ranks and classes, the different sexes and ages from the infant at the breast to
the geptuagenarian, and all sections of the population residing in Port Louis and in the districts
in which it has existed, have been more or less the subjects of attacks of the epidomic fever, an
‘e . e - bty &
immense majority of the severe cases and of the deaths has occurred in low -lying localities which
have been in a bad sanitary condition, and among the poorest classes of Creoles, Indians without
engagement, squatters, and the like, who, besides having suffered privations from their improvident
and often dissipated habits, are huddled togothar in crowded huts and filthy villages, not uafre
quently herding with cows, goats and other animals in their dwellings il di )
. e ) ! ¢ gs, and all : p -
_ ing hygienic regulations. S , ‘ ° all utterly disvegard

4. While, on the other hand, among the classes who have bzen better circumst d
though living in town or on the lowlands ; i ’ treamstanced,

o ands ; among Indians who arz well housed, well fod, and wel-
cared for ; as also among the troops, and among the residents of the el ; J ‘
districts to which the epidemi e clevated parts of those
listricts to which the epidemic has been confined, the di
(asualiy of th ‘ :  coniined, the disease has been generally less virulent

aliy of the more manageable intermittent form); and the ratio of mortality h
heavy in proportion to the large number of attacks, ortality has not been
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5. Between those districts and portions of districts that have escaped and such as haye

been visited by the epidemie, there has been free and frequent communicaticn. N otwithstanding

however, that many hundreds of the inhabitants of the latter laboring under the fover, or ix;
_,whom it appeared Sgen after their removal, Went to reside in the healthy distiicts, still, g0 far ag
I have been able to ascertain, not one of the ordinary residentsy’théiéafﬁﬁé“ﬁecéﬁzé-‘théaffmbjéct of
_the epidemic fever, except in the instances of persons who had themselves visited ‘the localitics

g Of such facts, very exact information ¢xists, espe-

cially in regard to soldiers and soldiers’ families,
(Signed) FRANCIS REID, u. p.,
Stoff Surgeon-Major, Prinl. Medl. Officer H. Mg Zraops,
' and Chief Medl. Cflicer Qiyil Dept.
No. 163, ORDER THEREON, 21st Avugust 1867, No. 1030.

From the correspoudence recorded above,
which has prevailed at the Mauritius in 1866-6
mittent and remittent forms ; that it is not, as
and that it is not of a contagious nature,

2. The precautions prescribed in G. 0., dat
pect of vessels arriving from the Mauritius,
continued,

Port Louts,
18¢h July 1867.

it appears that the ¢pidsmie fever
7 is a malarions f8ver ofthe inter.
Was reported, malignant yeHoyw fever;

ed 7th June last, No, 643, in res.
are no longer required; and will be dis.

{True Extract).

Acting Oki'éfSecretaryi :

To the Superintendent of Marine.
»  Inspector General, Medical Department,-
»"  Sanitary Commissioner,

Exd. J H, Burns.
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