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1867, No. 581. o o R M

I am directed to inform you that the arrcal 3 G a8 i~ Goun-
cil proposes to appoint Mr. J. H. Nelson, %gting: of the Hig f, ;E;) be
o Member of the Central Committee for the Iy of “ ol
quire whether you see any objection to the @ pei

2. 1 ag to add that the Registrar has hittet
the Board of Examiners which has lately been ab !
Council thinks it desirable that this Officer should, in r
on the Committee for the Examination of Assistants wiigcn '
the late Board of Examiners. ‘

(Signed) A. J}%

Exd. J. Tulloch.
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No. 43.

Frox
E. C. BAYLEY, Esq,

Secretury to the Government of India,

To
Lizureyaxr.Coroxer T G, GLOVER, r. E.,
Officiating Director General of Telegraphs in India.
[
Home Dept.

Elec. 121@7'(111&.

Studa, the Tth May 18067.
Sim,

I ax directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 4968,
dated the 28th December, on the subject of the free transmission of certain classes

of messages by the telegraph, and in reply to communicate the following remarks
and orders :—

9. The Governor General in Council fully recognizes the necessity of provid-

ing that the Telegraph lines shall not be needlessly encumbered with free messages, .

"almost all of which, as observed by you, carry the privilege of precedence over -

other messages. i, e

~ [P S E s e

R

3. The increase of late years in the traffic of the Telegraph gives rise to an
‘inconvenience, in respect of the privileged transmission of free messages which did
not before exist, and in the interest of the public who pay for their messages, it
is clearly necessary that the Government should seek to restrict the free privileged
use of the telegraph to cases of undoubted public expediency.

4. The large estimated value (Rupees 3,10,128) which you have put upon the
service done by the Telegraph in the transmission of free messages, may perhaps
give rise to a rather exaggerated 1dea of the extent to which the conveying power
of the telegraph is occupied by such messages, for the heaviest item (Rupees
9,71,872) in the account is for Public News and Mail Steamer Reports, which, for the
most part, are circulated to all Telegraph Offices, a charge of Rupees 1-8 heing
included on ac‘count of every station-copy made out at an intermediate Oiﬁ.‘c‘c:
through which a message passes ; and station-copies, although they booupytbeﬁmeé
the Office Establishment, do not of course add to the occupation of the wires. ~But,
even allowing for this fact, the Goovernor General in Council quite admits that the
figures given by you show a much larger occupation of the lines by the Fransmissio‘n
of free messages than was supposed to .be t.he case : and. the result is useful not
only as demonstrating the nfeed of caution in dealing with future proposals for

Es
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the extension of the system, but as shewing the necessity of now examining the
existing list of free messages with a view to curtailing it, and so reducing the evil
to which so large an occupation of the Telegraph wires has given rise.

5. The first eight items in the list attached to your letter include the
commercial messages sent twice a month from the Chamber of Commerce at
Hong-Kong, through Galle, to the Chambers of Commerce at Calcutta, Madras
and Bombay, as well as the commercial messages interchanged weekly by the
Cthambers of Caleutta, Madras and Bombay, and the similar messages sent weekly
from Bombay to Kurrachee. The tetal annual number of these messages is
388, and the estimated charge is Rupees 9,4386. The Governor General in Council
does not think that any curtailment can properly be made in respect of the
messages above referred to. * s

6. The next item (No. 9) 1s the commercial message authorized to be
sent by the Calcutta Chamber to Reuter’s Agent at Bombay twice a month,
in view to the transmission of the intelligence by the Homeward Mail Steamers.

2 T‘ o € s 1 3 g " SN Fa¥e )\ I3 1 1 1 ’
Iaving regard to the altered circumstances of telegraphic communication between

India and Ingland, it is hardly possible that the original objeet of this privilege
can now he of any importance : and the Governor General in Couneil accordingly
authorizes you to discontinue the free transmission of the messages n questlon,
alter communication, if neeessary, with the Chamber of Commerce.

7. The next two items (Nos, 10 and 11) in the list refer to the bulletins of
P&Kb.l,!b ,;}by»s__gq&pjled in the Telegraph Office at Galle from the China and Australian
S - Oihinaand _Apstralian Mail Steamers, and tele-
thence to «fl stations in India. The enormous extent to which "¢AIS
* Fie s on th areival of the bi- custém oc'cupies the telegraph wires, is .eVidimf 'frpm a
e And e o e consideration of the fact that three t1me§ in “each
month a tolerably long message is made to pass over
every telegraph line throughout India. The value of this service, at the ordinary
tariff rates of charge, 1s estimated at Rupees 53,7 60 per annum. The G(?vern(?r
General in Council does not doubt that there is some public ad‘vantagg in this
arrangement, but he feels sure that whatever the advantage may be, it must be much
more than counterbalanced by the interruption thereby caused to the prompt trar{s-
mission of paid messages. That private pald messages should be delayed while
Public News bulletins of the kind under notice are transmitted under the precedence
signal over every telegraph line in India, is of itself so obviously inexpedient that th.o
Governor General in Council cannot conceive any reasonable objection to t.he aholi-
tion or curtailment of the privileged transniisston of such MCSSAZTs. His Tyeel-
leney in Council accordingly desires me to say {hat, after three months from the
datev of this order, the Public Nows bulleting above referred fo should be transmitted
only to the Presidency Towns of Caleutta, Madras, and Bombay.

Ne

Nos. 12, 13 and 1.1 in the list refer to the reports

§. The next three items (
he arrivals and departures of the

sent by telegraph to «ll stations in India of t

/)

r
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Buropean and Colonial Mail Steamers at and from the Ports of Madras ’Bombay
and. Galle. Messages numbering 552 annually and representing a val,ue ab the,
qrdmary tariff rates, of Rupees 1,54,560, are thus made to pass over every te’lefrraph
line in India, involving a corresponding obstruction to the tramsit of othercpaid'
messages. The Governor General in Council considers that it will be sufficient if
the reports relating to the arrival’ and departure of the Znglish Mail Steamers at
and from Bomdbay be continued as ‘heretofore, the other reports being sent only to
Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, and Galle. The change will have effect three months
hence. |

9. Tt secms desirable also that the reports now telegraphed at the charge of
the Post Office Department, regarding the progress of the Overland Mails on
the main lines of comumunication, should be treated as free messages and made
public at the various Telegraph Offices at which they are received—copies of the
public messages being sent to the postal and other Offices now receiving them.

, 10. The next item (No. 13) in the list refers to the reports of the arival
at and departure from Tondicherry, of the Steamers of the Messageries Tmperiales.
It appears that, without any formal authority, the Telegraph Department has been
in the habit of sending these reports free to all stations in India at an estimated

annual charge of Rupees 13,4:10. The Steamers of the Messageries Imperiales
will, under the orders given in the preceding paragraph, be reported at Madras and
but the existing practice may conhnue .

- Galle, and nothing more seems necessary ;

_unchanged for the next three months. e
o b e 'm‘nwmww’%”ww

11. Thé next item {No. 16) has reterence to the reports of -the movements of
tlie local Mail Steamers of the British India Steam Navigation Company under con-
{rach with the Government of India.  The arrival at and departure {rom each cBasting
station are now telegraphed free fo every other coasting station—the total number of
reports annually circulated on this account being no less than 4,176, involving
an estimated charge of Rupees 50,112. This elaborate system of reporting is
certainly not required for the information of the public or Government, and the
Culcutta Agents of the Company have stated that it is not necessary for the regular
working of the contract. The Agents have proposed the substitution of the foﬁow-

ing limited list of reports to be made, vez. :—
Carcorta aAND Boamay Lixg.

Arrivals at Bombay to be reporfed to Caleutta.

Bouhay

s from Bombay to be reported to Cochi
Departures from Y ported to Cochin, Galle, and Caleutia,

(echin Depm‘tm‘es' fl-(.)m C'ochm ’co‘ be rep?x'tetl to ?ombay or Galle, according to the
direction m which the Steamer is proceeding.

Galle - Departares from Galle to be reported to Cochin or Madras and Culcutta, according

N . ’ . . b=

to the direction 1 which the Steamer is proceeding.

Madias Departures from Madras to be reported to Gulle or Caleutta, according to the

divection in which the Steamer is procecding.
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Carcurra axp Burman Lixes.
Langoon Arrivals and departures to be reported to Calcutta.

Departures from Rangoon and other coasting stations to be reported to the next
station in advance.

Mapras axp Ravcoon Lixe.

Llangoon Arrivals and departures to he reported to Madras.

The Governor General in Council sees no objection to these proposals, and sanc-
tions their adoption, after the lapse of three months, in supersession of the existing
arrangements. The Agents have stated in respect of the coasting Steamicrs Botiveern
‘Bombay and Calcutta, that departures are always tclegraphed by them to the next
station in advance, and that the information so sent may be made public at the
Telegraph Offices where it is recéived.

12, The next item (No. 17) has reference to Weather Reports sent (some twice
a day and others once a day) by Meteorological Observers at eleven stations in India
to the Meteorological Committee, Caleutta, The total number of messages so sent:
in the year is 5,475, and the estimated value is Rupees 13,681 You hm?e proposed
that the reports now sent twice daily should be reduced to once 2 day with the proviso
that, in cases of exceptional weather, special reports may be made at more frequent
intervals. The Governor General in Council would wish you to place yoursclf in
communication with the Meteorological Committee, and arrange with them in respect
of the reduction‘ which las been proposed, or any other reduction which they may

considelj,igzisible without prejudice to the objects for which the Committee has heen
3% '

13. The next item (No. 18) relates to bi-weekly Weather Reports sent by

Telegraph Officers from 27 different stations in India to Caleutta for publication in

the Zelegraph Gazetle. 'The annual number of these messages 13 2,808, and the

estimated annual value, Rupees 9,928. It scems to th¢ Governor Gen.erz'xl in (?oun-
cil that the Meteorological Committce will be best able to say how far it is degrable
to continue these reports which were commenced long before the .(n"ga-mzatwn gf
the Committee, and may not improbably be now almost useles.s in view of the
more exact observations made and reported to tpe QOnlmlttee; Y.'ou are
authorized, therefore, to place yourself in communicz.xtmn with the (,ofnmltfteeh on
this subject, and to arrange with them for the continuance or otherwise of these

reports,

14. The next item {No. 19) has reference to the Daily Reports resp ecting the,
height of the River Ganges sent to Calcuita for publication' ix.z the Zelegraph
Gazette from Benares, Mirzapore, and Futtehghur, and to the similar reports from
Fyzabad in regard to the height of the River Gogra. The annual number of these
messages is 1,460, and the estimated value, Rupees 3,650. The GOVGTI'IO.r General
in Council thinks that these reports may properly be allowed to renmiain on the

present footing.

s S .; i
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15. The last item (No. 20) relates to the reports sent by the Telegraph
Master at Saugor Island, to the Governments of Madras and Ceylon, notifying the
departure of the Calcutta Mail Steamers. The Governments of Madras and
Ceylon will be asked whether there is any necessity for the continuance of these

reports.
T have the honor to be,

S1ixR,

Your most obedient Servant,

/o & Sy i

Secretary to the Government of Indua.

No.é%
Coepy forwarded to the Government of j ;&é >22 with a request that the

Government of India may be informed as to the necessity or otherwise of the con-
tinued transmission of the telegrams mentioned in the last paragraph.

PRt 2

y Secrelary to the G ovZrniont '~%m?m;
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