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Proccecﬁngs of the Madras Government, Public Department,
R2nd May 1867.
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No. 143.  Read the following letter from R. R. COTTON, Esq., Civil and Ses-
sion Judge of Madura, to the Chief Sceretary to Government, Fort Saint
George ; dated Madura, 7th May 1867, No. 120.

I have the honor to acknowledge Proceedings of Government, dated 22th
April 1867, No. 440, having refercnce to the raising of funds for presenting wme with
a testimonial after my retirement from the Service, and to inform you that, beyond
the séatement of Mr. Yas Anthony, who read the address presented to mo on the
15th ultimo,  that arrangements were being made to present me with a testinionial
in Lagland,” which, as I should then be altogether unconnected with the Service
and the Government, I considered there could be no objection to my accepting, I
consented to receive, 1 know positively nothing, except what has Leen published in
the newspapers, on which I belicve little reliance can be placed. I have not even
heard what the testimonial is to be, or who have subscribed towards it.

2. On receiving privately, through you, a short time since, some Proceedings
of Government, in which it was stated, in reference to a letter from Mr. Silver, the
Government could no¢ sanction (but did not prohibit) his acceptance of a testimonial
from the people of Tinnevelly on his retirement from the Service, 1 at once for-
warded them to Mr. Yas Anthony, requesting him to make known to those who
might be concerned that I could not, as a Government servant, accept any
testimonial, and I have now forwarded to him the Proccedings of Government
under acknowledgment, for the information of those concerned. I do not sce
in what other manner I can make known the sentiments of the Government.

3. In explanation of my conduct, I would respectfully submit that I have
hitherto entertained the opinion, which I believe is very universally "lLicld, {hat the
prohibition to accept any tangible testimonial only had reference to servants of
Government, and did not affeet them after their connection with the Government
ceased.

4. Mr. Baynes, Mr. Glass, the late Mr. Morchead, and others, as also Sir
William Denison and Siv Bartle I'rere, Governors of Madras and Bombay, were
presented with testimonials on their retircment to England from the Government
Service, and I am at a loss to understand on what grounds cxception should be taken
to such a testimonial heing accepted by me iz Ligland, or how, after my retirement
from the Scrvice, I can be held amenable to its rules,

5. T should feel greatly obliged if you would kindly furnish me with a copy
of the rules referred to, the existence of which I can positively state I have Litherto
been in ignorance of.

6. Irom the proceedings of the meeting held to propose an address to me on
my departure, it would appear that the principal parties who got up the mecting
were—

Audemoolum Pillay, the renter, I believe, of the Kannevady Zemindary.

Kristnasawmy Chettiar, a Merchant of Madura. .

Keelamathoor Swamiar, a wealthy Mahomedan land-holder.

Vegia Renga Moodelly, Deputy Inspector of Schools.

Somasoondrum Moodelliar, Tahsildar of Madura ; and

Mr. Yas Anthony, the Native Surgcon.

7. With none of these, save perhaps the Talsildar, can I in any way be said
to be connected officially. It hasbeen stated in the papers that the address was got
up by my Judicial Subordinates, but I believe, if inquiry were made, such would be
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'Exd. J. H. Burna.
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