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No. 113.  Read the following letter from the Controller of Military Accounts,
to the Secretary to Government, Military Department, Fort Saint George ;
dated Fort Saint George, 7th September 1866, C.

I have the honor to forward a letter from the Inspector General of Ordnance
and Magazines, dated 5th September 1866, No. 2602, intimating that the Muni-
cipal Commissioners for the Town of Madras claim the right to levy a tax on a
Depst containing Coal, the property of Government, situated on the North side of
the Railway Terminus.

2. The charge, if admissible, can be met from the head. * Contingencies” in

the Ordnance Department, but I have the honor to submit the question whether
Government is liable to the tax.

From the Acting Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines, to the Controller of Military
Accounts ; dated Fort Saint George, 5th September 1866, No. 2602.

Ordnance Department.

I have the honor to inform you that the Municipal Commissioners for the Town of Madras
have claimed the right to levy a tax on a Depit containing Coal, belonging to the Ordnance De-
partment, situated on the North side of the Railway Terminus.

2. The grounds on which the tax is claimed are that Government are not exempt
from the Registration and License fees approved under date 6th December 1865, and published
in the Fort Saint George Gazette.

3. I have, therefore, the honor to request you will be so good as to inform me how'the
charge is to be met, no provision having been made in the Ordnance Budget for meeting such
charges, though the amount (being small) can be sparcd from the head ** Contingencies,” if you
recognize the tax as chargeable to Government.

Referred for orders in the Public Department on the question of the liability
of Government to the tax.

ForT SAINT GEORGE, (Signed) R. HAMILTON, Colonel,
8¢h September 1866, Depy. Becy. to Qovernment.

No. 114, ORrDER THEREON, 215t September 1866, No. 950.

. The Coal Depst, equally with other buildings belonging to Government (those
wvithin the Fort excepted), is subject to the Municipal Tax.

(True Extract).

Sceretary to Government,

To the Military Department.
yy  DBarrack Master,

Exd. J. 1. Burns,
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: 5tlz A ugust 1867

No. 23 B.ead the followmg Totter from the Collector of South Arcot to thc
'Actmu Chief Secretary to Government Fort Saint George ; dated Cudd'x-
“lore, 27th July 1867, No. 43.

_ 1 believe it is usual, if not required, to report to Government any unusual phe-
nomega, commO' under the nthce of pubhc Officers, and accordingly I have the
, , S “honor to submit the accompanying copy
* Dated 27t iastent, of a report* from the Tahsildar of Villa.
' puram, detailing the occurrence of the

shock of an earthquake, as supposed, on the evening of the 3rd instant.
~ iah.sent me at the time a bricf notice of the carthquake in Tamil,
’Yﬁelf in English, directing him to give me every particular
ceurrence and further, I desired him to ascertain from all parts,

when- _Wroﬁe to
connected w1th
within reasona dizta
clsewhers. ‘The e elosed report is the reply to thxs, and from the d. t.nls given
there would sdem o reason to question that what was cxperienced was reaHy an
. ea,rthquake though apparently felt over a very limited ared.

g,‘ dexanﬁm is abowt 20 mlles in a d1re(,t line from V1llapumm.
f;m,\e déacngtmn gwen by the Tahslldar is mterestmg, and possibly accounts

@ recsipt of your Demx Oficial of the 5th instant, and to submxt in reply
3 best of my‘ behef I am not mistaken in my impression offthe earthquake at Villspuram.
‘ ‘.Ha,vmg never eXperlenced an carthquake before, I could not testify to the exact nature
of the shock from past knowledge. The fact of having felt a shock is however certain, and the
impression it made on me is too strong and decp to leave any doubt as to the occurrence of a
phenomenon occasioned by some agencies at work beneath the surfg.ce of the earth, . The follow~

mg azreumstances have lcd me- to conchxde th&t th y8ho as. saused by "y earbhquake though ok

The shock dt&;"
shock was fel






e

Proceedings of the Maaras Government, Piublic‘ Dept;;t;;ent, |
' 5th August 1867.
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I learn that it manifested itself on all sides of the Kasbah, exce
felt as far as the village of Parani on the north (13 miles),
Sennacannaram on the west (11 miles). The phenomenon s
villages in the Tindevanum Talug,
had been to those villages.

pt the south. Tts influence was
Valavanur- on the east (6 miles), and
cems to have occurred also ab certain

as I could gather from the ryots of Veedur of my Taluq, who

- 4. Inthe town itsclf some females, who were drawing water from s well in the Bazaar street,
felt suddenly some force shaking them and tendin

g to throw thém “down, and they were observed
running in different directions in confusion. :

5. The officials who were with me in the Cutcherry did not report to me of themselves, unti!
they were asked by me. It is rather to be surprised that the District Moonsiff who was on the
spot did not himself feel the shock,. although all that were with him felt it and immediately

reported it to him. It is to be regretted that no.one of the Village Officers. thought it necessary
to report the occurrence to me of his own accord and without a requisitio

n. from me, but when so
many people both in the town and the surrounding villages experienced the unusual shock, it
leaves little doubt of the earthquake having occurred.

ev————

No. 24. OgrDER THEREON, 5th August 1867, No. 950.
Communicated to the Madras Literary Society,

and to the Goyernment Astro.
nomer, for information. ' ‘

(True Extract).

.

Aling Chi Sevtar™™

To the Madras Literary Socicty.
» Government Astronomor,
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