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Proceedfhigs of the Madras Government, Publz'c })epartment,
8th September 1866.

No. 52. Read the following letter from the Municipal Commissioners for the
Town of Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ;
3

dated Madras, 21st June 1866.
We venture to bring under your consideration a subject regarding which we

feel considerable embarrassment.
2. The Government of India was pleased by Order No..912, dated 17th Feb-

~

ruary 1864, to constitute Sanitary Commissions at the several Presidencies, whose
dutics werc at the same time defined.

3. The Sanitary Commission on several occasions addressed us relative to nui-
sances which came under its observation, and concerning experiments in sanitation,
which it was desirous of seeing carried out, and we assert with confidence that its
recommendations always met with our most careful consideration ; and assistance
in the experiments was afforded as far as we felt justifiable with due regard to the
expenditure of the public money entrusted to our care,

4. At a later period the Officiating President of the Sanitary Commission
made a proposition for a periodical meeting with him for the discussion of sanitary
measures, with reference to the funds at our disposal, and a short time after called
on us for details of Conservancy establishment, &c. In both these instances we
folt that the President of the Sanitary Commission was over-stepping the limit that
it was necessary for usto maintain in support of that independence of position
which was our right, while responsible for the disbursement of the public money.
We, therefore, replied to both propositions in the negative.

5. The Officiating President of the Sanitary Commission "1aid the whole cor-
"The Governor in Council observes that the proposal made :ﬁip;';i:nocfeG?)if::sm(jsze::?:::i i:l;le;n

’ e

in the letter r.ddressed by the Officiating President of the

Sanitary Commission to the Municipal Commissioners, et .
= for periodical meetings of tho INATLIN, WCTE cxpressed in Order No. 7 42,

undir date Lst ultimo, o gs %

Presidznt and his Secretary wi o Municipal Com- . .

missicnere, as well as the majority of the questions put dated 13th JUIy 1865, Whlch, in the ab-

in Dr. Macpherson's lettor of the 16th nltimo, wore not sence Of any other insfruction we ha.ve
b

necussary to enable the Sanitary Commission .to carry ;
out the instructions coutained in paragraph 12 of tho regardcd as deﬁmng our pOSitiOll in res-

Jetter addressed by Government to the President of .
thnt Commission on its formation. pect to the Samtary Commission.

The duty of the Sanitary Commission is to point out to the
Tunicipal Commission any nuisances or couses of dis- G. By Government Order No. 143,

ff)fae}-f:rm(;;-f (::Jt::inm:é’:r ?\r\:sf,g{i:gzt: Th:fsfxfi;fgvg:;{ dated 10th April 1866, the Sanitary Com-
mizsion, and to snggest euch romedics a8 they may deem .« . .
eailed for. migsion was re-constituted, and while the
lonorable R. 8. Ellis was appointed
Sanitary Commissioner of Madras for questions of Military sanitation, the relation
of the Sanitary Commission with the country generally was, it was stated, to be
considered in the Public Department.

7. Since the resumption of office by the ITonorable R. 8. Ellis, we have re-
ceived a communication from him regarding a nuisance at Royapettah, and the sale,
generallx, of impurc-fed pork, which met with our careful attention. The subject,
howerver, not being disposed of by us to his satisfaction, it has now been laid before
Government, and our remarks on his charge are contained in a separate letter.

8. We now have to submit another letter just received from Mr. Ellis, relative
to the construction of a public market ; from paragraph 4 of which, we gather that
be is engaged in a systematic iuspection of the several markets, slaughter-houses,
&c., under our supervision, and that he proposes to submit a Report to Governm:nt

upon the action which should be taken under Act IX to improve these places.
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9. Whether the Honorable Mr. Elliy's procedure is in accordance with instruc-
tions from Government in the Public Department, we are unaware, but we respect
fully submit that it would be in every way more convenient, and would place our
position 1n its true light before the public, if such instructions were cuuuuuuicutcd
to us, and laid on the  Editors' Table” for the information of the public. At pre-
sent we have to bear all the odium of the colleetion of unpalatable rates and taxcs,
with an undefined and irresponsible authority impending over us, ready to receive

and support complaints with no share in the responsibility.

10. .We would also respectfully solicit the consideration of Government to
the q‘uc:stxon, whether an exhibition of want of confidence, as the impusition of &
scrutinizer over us implies, is merited so soon after the introduction of an Act under
which our Commission has been re-constituted, with the addition of three Honorary
Members selected by the Government from the residents of the town, as represen”
tatives of the several scctions of the community, and which, from its confussedly

~ M v d
loosely worded and undetined provisious, has occasioned us much anxicty, 80
engrossed much of our time,

P - . .
rom theMSamury Commissioner, Madras, to the Municipal Commissioners for the Town of
adras ; dated Madras, 16th June 1865, No. 84.

In a letter, dated the 150 August 18363, No. 361, the Ofciating President of the Senitsy
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Proceeding s of the Madras Government, Public Department,
8th September 1866.

From M. VENCATASAWMY NAIDOO, to the President of the Sanitary Commission, Madras ;
dated Madras, 12th June 1866.

Having been informed that you are about to introduce several sanitary improvements into the
Town of Madras, "and as the markets where meat, fish, and vegetables are now sold will, from
their situation amongst the thickly populated localities, interfere with, if not defeat all measures
in favor of beneficial and wholesome changes, I beg to propose, if it meet with your approval, erect-
ing extensive and commodious buildings, to accommodate sufficiently the various little bazaars
which are now scattered in different parts of the town, at an expense of a lac or two, on a design,
similar to that in Bangalore, should you obtain the sanction of the Government for my having the
free use of the Esplanade opposite to Patcheappah Moodeliar's school, that being the necarest spot

to the inhabitants of the town and most con-

The Meat Market tothe west of Popham’s Broadway. venient for those residing in the suburbs. The
g:;‘c‘)‘:“'r'i‘( ’L’:x‘“;‘;‘ bazaars as per margin, where they are at present
Chengun Cuday . situated, are from want of space and ventilation,

and from the rapid increase of the trade, not
likely to be improved to an extent which would secure the object of a full and thorough improve-
ment. The conditions of the grant of the Esplanade to be, that Government may purchase the
buildings at an estimated price after the expiration of one hundred years, should they require the
use of the Esplanade.  The Municipal Commissioners to make a Bye-?aw to prevent people holding
bazaars in the places named in the margin, where they now ha.ve thelr.daily markets, encroaching
upon public thoroughfares, and to the great annoyance and inconvenience of the passengers and
residents in that neighbourhood. Should this proposal meet with your favorable consideration, I
shall be happy to receive any suggesticn that you may make to further the object in view, and to

enter more fully into the details connected with the project.

No. 53. OrDER THEREON, 8th September 1866, No. 912.

The Governor in Council does not consider that the Sanitary Commissioner
went out of his proper province in offering' to the Municipal Commissioners such
suggestions as he dcemed advisable for the improvement of the markets, slaughter-
houses, &c., in a sanitary point of view.

Q. The Government feel sure that Mr. Ellis had no intention of in any way
interfering with the functions of the Municipal Commissioners.

(True Extract),

Secretary to Government.

To the Municipal Commissioners, with enclosures returned.

yy, Sanitary Commissioner.

Exd J. Tulloch.
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