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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Departmenf,
R9th January 1866.
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No. 92. Read the following letter from the Superintendent, Government Central

Museum, to the Chicf Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated
Madras, 17th November 1865, No. 219.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Government Order of the 16th
of November 1865.

2. Tam sorry that T am unable to submit the list of coins desired by the
Sccretary to the Government of Bengal, as there is not, so far as I have been able
to learn, any published catalogue of the coins current in India, say, during the pre-
sont century,

3. 'The only list of modern Indian coins with which I am acquainted are
those contained in Prinsep’s tables (2nd volume of Prinsep’s Indian Antiquities, by
Mr. Thomas, formerly of the Bengal Civil Sirvice).  This book contains two tables
of gold, onc of silver, and one of copper coins; but the lists are confussedly incom-
plete, and were they not so, I should be unable to say which of the coins can be
found in the Bengal Presidency.

4. 1 beg to submit, for the consideration of His Excellency the Governorin
Council, and of the Government of Bengal, that the simplest way of giving the
Museum a complete collection of the coins obtainable, with the least trouble to
every one (except myself), would be to send me one good example of all the coins
(gold, silver, and copper) that can be obtained in every District, with the under-
standing that I shall return all duplicates, which would be readily recognized when
the coins were brought together. The coins of the British Government in India,
and those of all European nations are readily identified by any onc who can read
the language of their inscriptions, but it is far otherwis: with the purely native
coinage of India. Here the inscriptions are frequently so imperfect, that the coin can
only be recognized by one who lias seen it before, or, sometimes, by known sym-
bols. Mr. Prinsep has given a catalogue and a plate of the symbols he foupd on
all the coins in the Calcutta Assay Oudice and in his own collection ; but this also is
incomplete, and some of the localities, he said, were doubtful.

5. Thave only asked for one example of each coin, but I do not mean by this

only one coin of the same ruler. Mussulman rulers usually placed upon their coing
the year .of the Hijra, and also the year of their riizuin which the coins were
struck. Now, if a king reigned for 30 or 40 years and had made frequont issues of
coinage, of which the first and last might have been struck in the first and last year
of his reign, it is cvident that a coin struck in the middle of his reign would by
itself be of comparatively little value as an historical rccord, and that the coin of
the first and last ycar, at least, should be added, whenever it is possible to do so.
I have tuken the libarty to mention this, as it is a point that would very likely be
overlooked by any onc who was told to send only one cxample of each coin.

6. I would also take the liberty to request that the coins sent be as perfect
spacimens as may be procurable. It is by no means an uncommon thing for the
letters on Native coins to be obliterated either by wear, by punch marks, or even by
liaving been struck with a hammer. It is scarcely necessary for me to observe that
such coins are of litle use in a collection, and should not be placed there if better
are procurable.
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No. 93.  To the Secretary to the Governmont of India, Home Department, dated
Fort Saint George, 29th-J anuary 1866, No. 87,

With reference to my letter of the 23rd August last, I am dirocted to forward
’ the enclosed copies of letters from the

/ Y e
Officiating Sceretary to the Government %‘_/Z W\I/ /1 quu sty \
of Bengal* and from the Sup rintendent

’ - ) . 7 PP |
% 17th November 1865, No, 219. f C 44 a4 WM
of the Government I\[LISCHHI,T and to WWA M / . e Fd
/ [ ; #

e (VA Ay ’ ; ;’,f? . './f:’. 5,.3
draw attention to'thie request made by Captain Mitchell, in his letter of the 8th »'?.-;,,%,{xﬁ«e‘ 3.

i ® 18th October 1865, No. 5900

August last, which had reference to coins current or lately curront in the scveral /;q,,,’»%*ﬁaw 4:?‘7;'3’ ‘:&“';//fif@ - o a
Native States, as well as to coins issued by the several Governments (incauing < S L jg M A e Y 4
thereby the Administrations of British Territories) which have not Leen current at /,,g_,/,fa‘f»ﬂﬂ"@" i LA S s

Madras.  Captain Mitchell docs not, of course, require any of the ordinary coing o Y Yy '

now current throughout the British Provinces. The Governor in Cduncil would / !/

suggest that, if there should be no objection, the proposal made in the 4th para- RN AGE

graph of Captain Mitchell’s present letter should be acted om, viz., that one good

example of each coin that can be obtained in every District should e sent to him, //‘J"\ %——% %. M:—«_\ av it A—&-—\_\

on the understanding that Captain Mitchell should return all duplicates. A copy

of this letter has heen sent to ‘he Government of Bengal. A ¢ 2 eaa LA — 7ZC—¢~J ’ /—\7

(Signed) A. J. ARBUTILVOT, o

Clicl Necretery. 4 é. A //‘__‘ &L‘/’L

Bxd. J. H. Buras,
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