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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,

22nd August 1866,
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No. 142. Read the following letter from the Collector of Malabar, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Calicut, 1st August

1866, No. 104.
At the request of the Honorary Secretary, Friend-in-Need Society, Cochin, I
have the honor to forward the enclosed
Addrossed to tho Chief Seorofary fo Government, duted — fir the consideration of Government, Tt
27tk July 1860. is certainly true that all classes in Cochin
are in a depressed condition, and, ﬁhough‘most of the bet'ter-to-‘do are libera.l' in
their charities, the assistance rendered is mnot co-extensive with the prevailing

destitution. .
Trom the Honorary Secrotary, Friend-in-Need Society, Cochin, to the Chief Seorctary to
Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Cockin, 27th July 1866,

Agrecably to a requisition made to. me by the C?mx.nittee of the Cochin Friend-in-Need
Society, I beg to address you on the subject of th.I&ng.ulshmg st-at o f)f the Fands ?f 16 Socorns
and to request that you will be so gaod as to submit this communication to the Right Honorable
the Governor in Council, for His Lordship’s f‘w?ra,bl ec On.Sldomtlon,

9. Before I procecd to lay before yf)u the direct subject of .the present appeal, T think it
proper to mention that, upon an application made to Government in July 1864, f:or ot
of the funds of the Saciety, the G’iovernmont were ple.&'scd to observe that they did “* not f:eeI call-
¢ ed upon to interfere for the rehe'f of local communities from the support of such Institutions,
<< unless in very strong and exceptional cases.” o

8. Two years have elapsed since the above apphca,txon.wa,s made, 'a.nd itis a significant fack
that the condition of the lower classes in the Town 'of (:Jochm has stea,.dﬂy and most painfally re-
troeraded. Nothing can describe the complete destitution that has selle‘.1 3 large portion of the

iﬂation' A declension in the Oil Trade, once so prosperous and flourishing here, and the cloge
POP f two European Firms, have thrown out of employ hundreds of men, who have now liserally
ol e 1 kl;'orwa,rd to, for the support of themselves and their families, than the eleemogynary
_noth}ugdto O(’Ze aid of the ’Public. The demands upon public benevolence have become so consid-
- mnl eiualoc;l Rice Fund has been organized upon subscriptions exceeding Rupzes 1000,
erable tl? . athel-ob afforded to some ; but, aiter all, this relief, owing to the general destitution
:Jl?jtl'cj;aillss is bug of a partial nature, and doos not reach every case of distress and poverty,
2' The <Friend-in-Need” too is most liberally supported by the Comm.‘lnlfj)’, but, unhappily,
1s arc much below what is required to mect the demands of the In.shtuf,wn’ and the I'CSul_t
ot he Committec have been forced most unwillingly to deny assistance to many of the
et ﬂmg-‘t l‘[/ (])3114; besides this denial ofaid, the Committee apprehend that it will eventually
poor of the pCL r to re({uce the number of even the existing incumbents, as, owing to the prevailing
Seanth ncdcezmzless of the necessaries of life, the present rate of pensions allowed, Rupecs
dearth an tlel& is altogether insufficient to keep the pensioners from begging in the strects.
1-8'05.81 n'll?l?elp’resent annual income is Rupees 2339, of which a ‘\sum. oi }}upees 1164 is granted
:s Highness the Rajan T i ‘eX‘p‘en’lnnm i """‘8; Do .
" last meefing alance against the Society of Rupces 39-4-3, a fact
i " A}j t?: isaisn itrsvelf s‘:‘lf'ﬁcicnt to w-monstrate both the utter nmpossibility of enhancing .the
which I subm £ pensions, and holding out any hope to the many applicants who appeal for charity.
presc>” Rge?ior I1:)hese cir’cumsta-nces, the Committee are decply concerned ab the» alternative which
N 7.t° th:e::ten them, viz., of either their operations being paralyzed and 'brOUght to a stand
S“‘ms of closing the Society altogether. At present, they are merely tantffh_zed _by the spectacle
Eglls’c::es of peo;Ie flocking to them for relief, without any prospectof obtaining it.



—— A= A S e m——

Proceedings of the M adras 55067')zmenZNP1tb/ié HI»‘)‘E}‘)‘(;;-/menf,
18th July 1867.

11. The Government concur in thinking that it is desirable to employ a few
men of each caste, and to distribute them over the several Circles, with a view to
conciliating the prejudices, and meeting the wishes, of the various classes of the
community. ’

(True Extract).

Acting Chief Secretary.

To the Inspector General, Indian Medical Department.
»  Public Works Department.

Fxd. J. H, Burns,
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