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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
18th July 1866.

Read the following papers :—
No. 105. From the Protector of Emigrants, to the Acting Chief Secretary to

Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Madras, 21st June 1866, No. ;L;

1 have the honor to submit, for the consideration and orders of Government,
the accompanying two letters which have been addressed to me by the Emigration
Agent for the Mauritius, and the Government Medical Inspector of Emigrants, on
the subject of hospital accommodation in the Depot.

2. The question is whether it would be more advisable to treat severc cases,
particularly those of an epidemic character, in the Depot Hospitals, or to send them
to the Monegar Choultry, the Agent paying all attendant expenses.

3. Dr. vanSomeren, whose opinion is given, more as the Surgeon of the 1st
District, than as Mecdical Examiner of Emigrants, strongly objects to their being
gent to the Moncgar Choultry, and considers that the desire now to do so arises
from Lis suggestions for certain improvements to the Depot Hospitals. This, how-
ever, is not the case, for the question is one of long standing ; and viewing it as
Protector 1 cannot concur with him in his opinion. Formerly all severe cases were
received into the Choultry, and it was only in 1863 that objections began to be
raised.

4. The strong points in Mr. Burton’s communication are —

1st.—That in a Depot Hospital sufficient restraint cannot be exercised so as
to isolate cpidemic cases, and that the disease is cousequently more
likely to spread.
9ud—That in a Depot Hospital the patients are not likely to be so well
attended to professionally as in the Choultry.
3,d.—That the retention of cases of this description in a Depot lays an em-
bargo on all the others, whereby many hundreds may be congregated,
awaiting the disappearance of the disease, which there is much risk of
. being communicated to themselves from their proximity to those actually
suffering from 1t.

5. These are doubtless strong points in favor of prompt removal of the epide-
i eases from the Depot, and more particularly the last. Itisusual to allow eight
days to clapse after a case of cholera, before the party in which it broke out is allowed
to embark. If, therefore, as T believe, the retention of patients suffering from this
descase in the Depot will render the others more liable to attack, embarkation may
be indefinitely postponed and lives sacrificed.

6. Some of Dr. vanSomeren’s arguments are no doubt sound ; but they are, as
1 said before, the views of the Surgeon of the 1st District, naturally desirous of
kecping his hospital as frec from sickness as possible. Te observes that Act XI1I
of 1864, Section 63, provides for the medical care of Emigrants while at the Depot.
Some arrangements arc consequently made for this purpose. Moreover, when Dr:
vanSomeren suggested certain improvements to the Hospitals, they were at once
ordered to be carried out.  Butl do not rcad the Act as requiring sick patients,
dangerous to the whole body of Emigrants, to be kept in a Depot if they can be
disposed of satisfactorily elsewhere.

7. Tn paragraph 5, Dr. vanSomeren deems 1t unrcasonable that the Colonies
for which Emigrants are collected should not provide for their sick ; but, in reality,



S s et e

s

9 Proceedings of the Madyas Government, I

1844 July 1866.

ublic Department,

they are prepared to do so by offering to pay all expenses incurred. There is no
sheinking from this responsibility, which is acknowledgefl. The question 13, whe-
ther it would not be better for the It

‘migrants themselves that they should be sent
to the Monegar Choultry, when sufier ng from severe sickness.

8. But the strongest ground taken by Dr. vanSomeren is in the last part of

his 10th paragraph, wherein he states that there is but one ward in the Moncgar
Choultry for epidemic discases, in

which non-epidemic cases have sometimes to be
Piaced, and that there is no such ward for womenn.

9. With these observations, 1 leave the question to Government, fully con-
vinced that the Emigrants, as a body, will be benefited by the immediate removal
of an epidemic case from a Deopot, and that, if the state of the Monegar Choultry

will allow of it, patients so sulfering couid be better treated there than clsewhere.

From H. BURTON, Esq., Mauritius Emig
dated Madras, 17th May 1866,

I have tq acknowledge reecipt of your letter of the Sth instant, N
vanSomeren desires to have a porfoct Hospital in each Depot ; indeed, I am awars it has been his
idea there should be one for some time. I, however, beg to submit such g proceeding ig, to say to
the least, a mistake. T submit an Emigration Depot should, for the benefit of all partics, be kept
entirely frec from sickness, and that, mmediately an inmate isa subject for Hospital treatment, he
or she is no ionger a fit subject for an Emigration Depot, by this I do not mean every trivial case

should be sent out, but simply persons that require in-door Hospital treatment. To explain mysclf
more fully, I beg to offer the following reasons for my urging such step :—1st, the Invalids them-

selves.—In an Einigration Depot, no restraint can be, or should be, placed on the inmates whether

sick or well, and it must be admitted they cannot possibly receive that attention that would be

given in a regular Hospital, nor can there be that restraint placed on them which is pos}tively
necessary if the disease is of a dangerous character.  With regard to the healthy Emigrants, cvery
death, espocially those from epidemic discase in a Depot, tends to unsettle their minds, frightening
the healthiest of them, and thus giving them a predisposition to sickness. Then azain, with re-
ference to the inhabitants of the Presidency, it cannot, I think, but be conceded that keeping 8 or 10
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1 { 1 ‘. ] > * . ) a
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by a Police peon, be brought to any of them, the patient so suffering must by all means be admitted.
I have consulted with Dr. Conran on this matter, and he fully concurs in the view I take on the
subject. '

2. In conclusion, I have now a case in point ; there isa young girl, a Native of Ganjam, Wh.o
is rejected for being affiicted with consumption. To send her back in her present state would, -lt
appears to me, be simply cruel ; but, at the same time, I am equally of opinion she should not remain
where she is. T would solicit instructions as to what should be done with her.

From Surgeon Major W. J. vaxSOMEREN, . p, Medical Inspector of Emigrants, to the Pro-
tector of Emigrants, Madras ; dated Madras, 28th May 1866, No. 72.

I have the honor to reply to your letter, No. ,f,'——f), dated 25th May 1866, and its accompani-
ment to your address from the Mauritius Emigration Agent.

2. The question involved in these communications was first opened by mysclf, more than three
years ago, in a letter to the Deputy Inspector General of Iospitals, of which a copy (marked A)
is forwarded herewith. Principal Inspector General Cole then wrote to you a letter, No. 672,
dated 19th March 18063, of which the accompanying (marked B) is a transeript, and from that
time it has been a rale that all sick Emigrants should be treated in their respective Depots,

3. On the st July 1864, Act No. X1II of that year came into operation, and I beg to point to
Clause 63 of that enactment, which provides, inter alia, *‘ for the medical care of Emigrants
during their residence at the Depots.” In accordance with that clause, highly qualified medical
men have been appointed to the charge of the Depots, besides resident medical subordinates, and hos-
pital accommodation has also been provided ; but now, when better hospital arrangements are re-
commended, occasion is taken, not ounly to set aside the recommendation, but also to suggest return
to a proccdure condemned by the Priucipal Inspec?or Gencra‘l three years azo, and not in accord
with either the spirit or the letter of the Legislative Act which came into force about two years
since. ' .

4. In my subsequent observations on Mr. Burton’s ¥etter, I shall, fcfr the sake of convenience,
enter marginally, in red ink, the successive extracts, which eall for particular remark.
5. I regretI cannot take this view of the matter. Are men and women, brought from various
parts of the country, as well ag the Presidency
; i jeet for hospital treat- . town, to an Emi rati : N
) ﬁi‘gdﬂ?ﬂf cho is I:;tlf";z':r iuggzubj“t o Bmigra- one o’r 0other of gtie O(I;(}I):Ifizts’, f(;f) tiz bl::::i ::§

tion Depot. cared for there so long only as they are not

s uslv ill ? And when any of them arc seized with cpidemie disease—diseasc encouraged, if not
serlowsy 1 ither by their exposure to the fatigucs of a journey, or by their subsequently being
eugendemd’ﬂel, _le‘_k)d tooether in an Emigration Depot—are thess sick not to be atiended and
more ;rb lej; ::ﬁ(;c;rs’ anduservants of the Colonial Governmenty, whose Dapots they ceuny, but to
nursed by 2

of the Presidency Hospitals, thus transforring the risk of coxtazion from

: } no ther
3?,.8;)”02)2: 0“1;1910:1: orizinated, to ancther, .and pro'bab]y untainted, lozality 2 And when thatlocality
. : var Cloultry—an Institution_ filled with t‘he aged, the decropit, the feeble, and the
is the B,I 0;;22k011 among whom diarrheea is alrcady a very frequent and fata) disease, very liable
f:;:)?e—?nto Cho’ler a—the proposition appears one, which, I would fain hope, will not meet wish the
sanction Ofr('}ovreortm;::;i”cd to admit this. Why should thore not be as muel
6. Iamm Hoespital as auother,in

. ey (the sick) cannot possibly receivo osni il
mtt)iz(tl ill;‘:xlt(l ba given in a regulur hospital, ospital

attention in one
a Depot,asina “regular

¢Tgmustbo ad Both have Modieal Oliecrs aud

thai &l tention

s there be that restraint placed on the;'n which — Medical Subordinates of equal qualifications,
nor can i wcceszary if the digease 18 of & dangerous d R L.
is posﬂtm;,y & and both should have establishments. medicines,
charactor.

» appliances, and arrangemonts to rendar them
lly efficient And I fear that my effort to raise the former nearer to the level of the latier

equal! : . o S

h(;s suggested 2 proposal which appears to me retrogressive in its character.
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2. .[ ar S ] . .
by Dr. Cole ) t;:;mflty ;bp%?d to this Proposal, and concur in the remarks made
) ate Frincipal Ingpectoy Gencral, Medical Department, and Dr.

vanSomeren, the Medieg I : i
Mo Ch:) o cal Inspector of Emigrants, who is also in charge of the

8. It seems to me unre
to meet the ordinary require
those suffering from epide
ed from the interior to su
Settlements,

4. Those interested in th
Law, Act XIII, 1864, to provi
while at the Emigration Depots. N
cases of discase at the Depots.

5. It should not be

asonable to ¢rowd Hospitals and Dispensaries intended
.lllel.lts of the Presidency town with the sick, especially
mic disease, of large numbers of men and women colicet-
pply the demand for labor in British Colonies or Foreign

e speculation of supplying this labor are required by
or 1s there any difficulty in treating ordinary

. > permitted that patients suffering from epidemic disease
should be p}ucod 1n a building close to the sheds occupicd by a large number of
hfaalthy cmigrants,  But the proper course to be adopted is to provide, at a safe
distance from the Depot, a small Hospital for the treatment of such cases.

This was pointed out by Dr. Cole in his letter to the Protector of Emigrants,
dated 19th March 1863, No. 672.
. 5. The Infirmary of the Monegar Choultry cannot afford hospital accommo-
dation for the sick Lelonging to the Emigration Depots, but even if it possessed the
means, I should deprecate their admission, because I believe the proper principle to
be that the Emigration Agents should provide all the hospital accommodation, both
for ordinary and epidemic disease, that is required for their respective Depots.
7. I have not noticed in detail the arguments advanced by the Protector of
Emigrants, because I think that they have been conclusively answered by Dr.
van3omeren, in his letter dated the 16th Maych 1863, No. 24.

No. 107, From the Officiating Principal Inspector General, Medical Depart-

ment, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated

Fort Saint George, 4th July 1866, No. 241.

‘ Referring to letter, as per margin, I have the honor to state that I do not ap-

' prove of the removal of emigrants suffer-

Dated 20th Sune 1866, ing from contagious diseascs from tlie

Depots to the wards of the Monegar
Choultry.

2. It appears to me to be the duty of th.o Emigration (’)!‘ﬁm;]s to. 1lnako proper

provision for the medical treatment of the sick ; and tO.n)(?Ct the dlﬁ‘lcult}t con.-

vlained of by Mr. Franklin, cach Depot sh.orqd hz?ve an ‘1solatcd shcd,‘or Llllldlr‘lg,

;uit;ﬂ)lﬂ for the segregation of patients sulfering from Cholera or Smalil-pox.  The

eral Governments employ and pay Medical attcndants to look after the health
SCVer: <

of emigrants. - | n
i ] ar O -, and to expose a num
3. To bring Cholera cascs into the Monegar Choultry, P

] s of ' nceivey
her of infirm persons unnccessarily to the danger of contagion, would, T co e,

e an injudicious step.

de for the medical treatment of intending emigrantg.

'roceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment, 7
18¢h July 1866.
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4. The rule regarding the shipping of coolies., when .Cholerzz .has:} -prevm.I:d :r;
the Depots, is not at all toc strict. The period of mcub.atlon of t llst_ 1563{)556;1{ Icl)ut
deﬁnitely known, though there is reason to suppose tlfat 1t may some m{l:es .
after so long an interval as fifteen days from the time of =xposure 0. mh _
Under such circumstances, it is obvious that there should be' no hurry in the em
barkation of coolies from a Depot in which Cholera has prevailed.

No. 108. Orper THEKEON, 18th July 1866, No. 727’: o
The question submitted fot the decision of .Governmen-t in thta forteg(?mg
papers, is whether intending Emigrants, when suffering from epidemic or cIo{n ag;o;xs
discases, should be transferred for treatment to some of the Government Hospitals,
or be treated at the Emigration Depots. . ' o
2. The Emigration Agency, it is observed, a('lmlt their respo.ns1?1ht1es in such
cases, and are willing to pay the expense of treatl.ug such of their s.1ck as may be
transferred to the Government Hospitals. The decision of the question, therefore,
anitary considerations.
reStsg.n g'szgrz)lﬂsciating Principal Inspector General, Medical Department, and the
President of the Sanitary Commission strongly deprecate the proposed a.rrangefnent
of transferring patients suffering from Cholera, Small-pox, &.c. , to' the pubhc. hospitals ;
and the Government concur with these Officers. The Emigration Agencies already

provide proper medical aid at their Depots, and if the sick are there treated in suit-

able buildings, they will receive the treatment they require more promuptly, and will
escape the risk of conveyance to distant hospitals, while, so far as the general pub-

lic is concerned, there will be less hazard of infectious diseases being disseminated
through the town. _

4. The Protector of Emigrants will accordingly arrange, without delay, for
suitable and sufficiently isolated buildings being provided at the Emigration pc'pots,
for the treatment of infectious and contagious diseases among intending emigrants.
He will report, for the information of Government, what are the arrangements at
present to meet such exigencies. .

5. In respect to the patient mentioned by Mk, ;B:urton, as suffering from con-
sumption, the Government consider that a case of this nature should be gdmltted
into one of the Government Hospitals at the expense of the Agency. Dr. Shaw
will arrange, accordingly, in this and similar cases, where he is satisfied that the
patient can be better treated in a Hospital than at the Depots. The present order
;efers only to cases of infectious or contagious diseases, such as Cholera, Small-

ox, &e.
. (True Ixtract).

Aeling Chief Secretary..

To the Protector of Emigrants.
»y  Mauritius Emigration Agent.
»  Sanitary Commissioner.

»»  Principal Inspector General, Medical Department,.

Exd. J. H. Burns.
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