P A L L VPPV VUV P

l 1oceedmgs of the Jladms Govermnent Publw Department
16¢h July 1866.

L rron s S A A o s AN s e e e L

No. 97. Read the following letter from the Oﬁ‘icntmg Director General of Tele-
graphs in India, to the Secretary to Government, Fort Samt George;
dated Calcutta, 29th June 1866, No. 1302.

My attention has lately been drawn to the very large m.mbel of Telegraph
Offices in India, which, from being in such close proximity to one another, appear
capable of abclition, and that without any inconvenicnce to the publie, if their
utility may be judged of by the amount of their receipts. As these Offices are now
retained at a steady loss to Government, I cannot but think you will agigee with me
that it is advisable to abolish them as far as possible. On referring to the Gover
ment of India on this point, they agreed that the subject was one worthy of serIQ 5
attention, but as it involved matters of detail, connected with the different Govern-
ments, they desired me, before submitting specific propositions, to obtain the views

~ of those Governments. In accordance with these instructions, I have the honor to
submit the following list of Offices for the consideration of His Excellency the Right _
Honorable the Governor, with'such remarks against each as occur to me, and i
should feel obliged by an expression of his oplmon on the different recommenda
tions, -

C'alz';zgapatanz.é—Tllis Office is only 15 miles distant from that of Ch-icacole,
so that it would appear that ons might be dispensed with advantagcously. Their
respective monthly collections are Bupees 69 and 82, and the expenses 134 and 330
Rupees, so that they give.an agg‘-cgato loss to Govcrnmont of 313 Rupecs monthly,
Commercially, Calingapatam is, I believe, the more important ; but its importance

. must not be very great, or, ‘'at least, the trade does not appear to require the use of
the Telegraph to any great extent. Chicacole is more useful to the Government
for political reasons ; the Office was of great use during the Jate Khond disturbance.
It, therefore, appears that Calingapatam might the more advantageously be aban-
doned as an Ofﬁca

|/ zzzanagrum.—-Is but 15 miles distant from -Bimlipatam; its monthly
“*receipts and expenses are Rupees 127 and 240 respectively. I believe thisis a place
of no importance, with the exception of its being the residence of the Maharajah,
who would probably not be put to inconvenience by the abolition of the office,
especially as there are such facilities of sending any messages by Bimlipatan. The_j:
line is now erccted on waoden posts, which are much decayed, and the wire itsolf
is not of good quality, so that, in the event of the retention of the office, it will be
necdsary to incur considerable expense in re-constructing the line. The question
therefore assumes a greater magnitude than the simple saving to be effected by the
closing of the office ; and it becomes a question whether it is worth while to inicur
this expense merely to ensure a certain month]y loss of revenue. '

- Neclapilly.—This is a misnomer, as the office is really at Georgepett only 10
miles from Coconada. It is trne the office pays its expenses—its éxpenditure being
only 181 Rupees against A income of Rupees 198 ; but as the ofﬁee 18 80 close to
Coconada, would not one suffice ? In this case there Would be no loss to Gover nment,
as the same number of messages would probably be sent, but the cost would be
confined to the establishmeut of one office only, so that there would be a gain in

* the abolition pr 0p0~cd
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Ongole. ~—-The recelpts and expendlture of thls office amount to Rupees 70 and
168 monthly, zehpect}vely ; 8o that the closure of the office would appear i:é"'”ban f
little moment to the public ; and as:regards the Government, them())nl ofﬁe 01
stationed there is, apparently, an Asmstant Supermtendent of Pohce who i 1syemr«:lllrt
absent in the District on mspectlon duty. This Station is. dlstantl from B%:zwarahy
on the one hand, and Nellore, ‘on'the other, 86 and 78 miles only, respectively
that it is within the reach of the da.xly Dawk ; and messages posted,for ItranSm ¥ ASO
from these statlons or received. by post’ for them, would reach with a defu'y
zh(;fe fﬁ num vm(;ﬂd not e cegd 24 hours. ‘From the small amount of use made

this office, as evi enced b rece1 ts, is it aghile

}ms to the G’overnment ? o . i P ' .Worth Phile retammg lt ate steady

'e_ipfs of ﬂlis office are
202, Is an office re-

Ouddalore.~1Is enly §2 Imles wfroni Pondleherry th
cmly 96 Rupees munthl‘_ "while its-expenses. amount; to Rig

Cuddaloxe ofﬁce The statl

quence, if Judwed of by the amount of receipts. -

Pudoocottah.— The rece:pts of thls ofﬁce are but ], R ea wh 1
falls w1thm the range of the. daﬂy pgst; It is, 1 belxeve, ; an

: plaee of very litt] .
ance, and its receipts'do:not appear to shew that the Telegfapk Qﬁic?:s ma?i;ngzj
use of by the 1nhab1tants"' B . !

While maklm these Suggestmns, I WOuld becr to state that I-in no way. W1sh

{o carry out savmgs at theﬂpe:;feaf convenience to Fhe. Gavexnment but it ap-
pears to m? that 5o'm Yy of fheswe cf:ﬁce,s are. rotained at. a-loss of revenue, anlzi
the amount of Work i:hey ' 18 50 small, that no greatf mi)ortance gan attach

: mv,‘t;hen retentlon mid it beécon '-_questlon whether it is 0 ‘advusable to abolish
tiem. In doing 50 in certain plages it might be worth wh’ e to entertain an extra
s6t of Dawk Runners, 80 a8 f.o ensure a second daily postal dehvery and to admit of
Telegraph messages bemg sent for transmission to, or received from, the nearest
“office. 'The expense of this would be very small, in comparison w1th the przsént
loss, and the inconvenience would not be great, as the amount of trade, requiring
the usc of the Telegraph, must be inconsiderable, judging by the returns of revenue,

I would also beg to point out that, departmentally, there are objections to
an unnecessary-number of offices along a line, as they impair the efficiency of our
working, and for this reason, as well as for a saving of eipense, I am inchned to

make the propositions.

The anncxed table will show the present loss to Government Wlnch amounts to
Rupees 7104 per annum, on these Offices, and the saving of expenses that will result,
amounting to Rupees 14 ,940 annually, if. the abohtmn of the offices is carried out.

emergencva messago

i :Pﬂl‘tant as far e
able to ascertain, and its 1mportance as'a. Telegraph Sta.tlon is ém o n’ly of 1 :3;12? :

| Yo y saving that
| . ILIont}]g e offected b
‘ 'cost of o "-"'abo ition of the
. :éccs o - offices.
- |

Neela 1lly
Ongole..
Cuddalore
‘Karikal... ......
,-Pudoocottah

’fExtract from letter; No ]19(), da.ied-%th June 1866 from the Director General of Telegraphs in
" India, to the Secreta.ry to the Government oanﬂxa, Home Department.”
. s ’I‘he distanicd’} bgtween Hhieso two places is only 13 mﬂes Are

ey 52)) gnd o
could’ do the weﬁ tﬁ
nght remain A}mbst the game:. Fo
give an immediate postal. delivery - for mpssagas, mj,
than 8 or 190. Bupeesmnthly, and i W paxd’Telegraph. Master
the office. was abolished; o recéive’s ) :
would be very:small; anda ]arge%ﬁifn B ghi'; !)As
would submitaﬁ.dgtailgdt échemé‘ if-{myv suggeetl

ras ; it is a place of consxde able merca.n mporta.nce ana sitaate on the eoast,
" Beypore—Is only dxstam‘ﬁﬁx miles from Calicub, where there is a Telegrgph office. The
monthly expendit
regpectively, 1 cannot bat thmk th&t Beypore as'the least important, might be dispensed with.
Quilon.—Is distant only 42 wiles fromf ‘the ai_ﬁce at Trevandrum, The monthly cost of
this office is Rupees 192 ‘and its income Rupees . b. onlya b is not “required departmentally, and I
would recommend its abohtlon Its 1mportzmce “to' i nbhc ma.y be seen frgm t’éﬁ amount of work

it receives. ‘
4. Nagercoil.—Is about 47 miles from Pallamcottah its monthly cost is Rupees 189 and its

collections amount to Rupees 39 only. Ibelieve it was established at the request of the Travancore
State, who guarantecd to pay any loss that might arise to the Government in its maintenance. It
is, of course, an object to this Department to reduce the number of offices as much as possible, so as to
render our establishment, already very weak, available for other places ; and T, therefore, mcx:mm

ure of these offices’ is Rupees 168 and 448, ‘and their collections Rupees 58 and 982 . [
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this office, but do not press its abolition, if the Government, for political reasons, see fit to retain it.
It is of no use departmentally, and I should be glad to see it suppressed.

The following table will show the financial result of the measures now recommended
which shows a total annual loss of Rupees 4800 in the present arrangement, and an annual saving
of Rupees 10,536, which will be effected by that proposed in the abolition of the offices. I have
estimated the saving on the actual cost of the offices, as I do not think we should have any loss in
the income, the offices being so close together that the messages-would still be sent for transmis-

,, [ x
sion as’heretofore. Whth regard to Cannanore and Tellicherry, 1 have estimated the saving at the e gt - ) ] T 2z ard
cost of the lesser expenditure, as, in case of reduction of one of the offices, the establishment of the ' 72 a8 ado ¢ ¢
other would be required on the larger scale. ' *
: _ . . -
“* 3 Monthly savin . " : o C < S L
Present monthly Ly g * Vvl AR .
Name of Offices. ~ | Monthly cost to Monthly Income.; loss to Govern- {)h'at will be e?‘ected ‘%’u,c Aa,c// . . '
Government. ment. ¥ sanction of mea- e g :
: sures proposed. . vl ( :
BS. ’ RS. R8. ) RS. g W » v‘ ///7 A
Cannanore.......... ...... 520 i 313 ~ ' . . , f(g?
Tellicherry.....o. ovvron 320 | 535 b1 829 Nawdd C / ﬂ
Beypore......... .......... 168 | 58 110 168 {' " //m
QLoD e e 192 53 139 % 192 R
Nagercoil ................. 189 39 150 | 189 : S i & '- C\j
| | Total.| 1,308 | 998 400 X 12=4,800] 878 x12—10,536_ . d% SR Y %A/ VA /.. M
No. 93. ORDER TnEREUN, 16th July 1866, No. 7x1. !

Forwarded to the Collectors of the Districts concerned, for thexr remarks
(True Extract). ‘
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J D. SIM, :
Actmg'C’huf Secrelury

To the

Exd.J. H. Burns. -
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