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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Bepartment,
11tk July 1866.

No. 74. Read the following Proceedings of Government in the Legislative De-
partment, dated 30th June 1866, No. 204.

Directing the introduction into the Coun-)
cil of the Bill to regulate the recruit- | (Vide Proceedings, Legislative Depart:
ment and transport of laborers from - ment, dated 80th June 1866, Nos.
any part of this Presidency to any| 9—11.)
other part of India.

No, 75. ORDER THEREON, 11th July 1866, No. 701.

To be recorded.
(Signed) J. D. SIM,
Acting Chief Becretary,

Ezd. J, Tulloch,



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Legislative Department,

<,

O 30¢h June 18€6.

——

Read the following papers :—
No.9.  Proceedingsof Government in the Public Department. -

Dirccting the Assistant Secretary in the
Legislative Department to draft a Bill ‘
to regulate the recruitment and trans- (Dated 30th May 1866, No. 542).
port of laborers from any part of this |
Presidency to any other part of India. J

No. 10. Draft Bill prepared by the Acting Assistant Secretary.
A
BILL
TO
Regulate the recruiting of Native Laborers within any of the Districts subject to the
Government of Fort Saint George, upon contracts for labor o be performed in
any part of British India beyond the territorial limits of the Presidency of
Muadras.

WHEREAS it is expedient to regulate the recruiting of Native Laborers within
any of the Districts subject to the Government of Fort Saint
George, upon contracts for labor to be performed in any part
of British India beyond the territorial limits of the Presidency
of Madras; It is enacted as follows :— , '

T The following words and expressions in'this Act shall have the mea==gs

hereby assigned to them, unless there be something in the

Intorpretation. subject or context repugnant to such construction, that is to

say i—

The words “the Magistrate of the District” shall denote the Chief Officer

charged with the Executive Administration of a District and

“Tho Magistrateof theDis- gxercising the powers of a Magistrate, by whatever designation

the Chief Officer charged with such Executive Administration

is styled, or, in the absence of such Officer from the station at which his Court is

ordinarily held, thg Senior Officer at the station exercising the powers of a Magistrate
as defined in the Code of Criminal Procedure.

The words  British India” shall denote the territories vested -in Her Majesty

by the Statute 21 and 22 Vic. Cap. 106, entitled ‘“ an Act for

* British India.”. the better government of India,” except the Settlement of
Prince of Wales' Island, Singapore, and Malacea.

2. Except under and in conformity with the provisions of this Act, it shall

pot be lawful to make any contract with any Native of India

cﬁﬁ?ﬁ I’;(;ll:li]:l:)(l);;?a.a;g within any of the Districts subject to the Government of Fort

yod the oo ek Saint George for labor to be performed in any part of British

dency wilawfdl, exeopt Y dia beyond the territorial limits of the Presidency of Madras;

provided that nothing in this Act shall apply to any contract

of any Native seaman or other person who of his own {rce will ghall contract to

Preamble.

navigate or serve on board any vessel or who shall embark on board such vessel '

in pursuance of such contract, or to any person who shall contract to serveas a
menial servant only, and who shall embark as such menial servant.



S e et

——— e

9 Proceedings offtik,eﬁ-Madrc‘t;v Gover,

—— e A e
e e . et o e e

e 30h June1se.
:' s e e
| 3 The Protector of Emigrants at the Port

Protector of Emigrantsat  OF Section 13 of

Madras 1o be Protec
of Eaborers, o wor

#

"

aSsi;glled by this Act to the Protector of Laborers, and shall be
. subject to removal by the Government of Fort Saint Goorge.
- The Protector of Laborers at the Port of Mudras shall be held to be a

Protectorof Luborers i b £ UPIC - Servant within the meani ;
deemedaPubﬁcSei'va-nz COde eanlng Of t‘he Iﬂdlan P.enal

5. The Protector ; ser .

. o {:l ‘;f .Lazoref' S, in addition to any special duties assigned to him
meral %?fﬁbgie?: Pro- yd lfz cf:, sha!l, 80 fu‘r as 18 in. his power, generally protect
‘ : an a-l » with his advice or otherwise, all laborers under con-
tract in pursuance of this Act.

| » ctor of Laborers,_ or-the Magistrate of a District, shall license
Pr{gcfm of Laborers sad S0 many ﬁi; persons as shall seem to him to be necessary as
Magisirate R(;f:::a  Districs . Recruxte;s of labpljerg within such District; and skall assign to
e each such Recruiter a District or Districts wherein he méy
engage lgb;:ers; and no person shall act or be employed as a Recruiter of laborers
except under-a license from the Protector of L, i
under 3 , 2 aborers - ' ¢
s ( e s or the Magistrate of a

7. No license shall bs in fores for a longer period thaﬁ one year ‘;

6. The Prote

L £ and in caso
Duration ‘of Heeome, aad of misconduct on the part of any Reeruiter, the Protector of

- wSanl s o jaborets, or the Mogistrate:of tho Distriot, may. caugpl his
R ﬁc@?‘_seg sefore WHe " expiration ~of 4N period” for- whid s s

8. Every license shall be in the form sot forth in the ‘Sched;;lle A t(; this
. Act annexed. For ever
orm o

N | y license there shall be paid

y paid to the

o o oente sdfeoto  Protector of Laborers, or to a Magistrate of a District, a fee of
ten Rupees. ‘ ’

9. Every person holding a license as a Recruiter of laborers shall wear a

badge bearing the inseription of Recruiter of Laborers in English

Beoruiters to wear badge, 80d in the vernacular languages of the District or Distric:s in
which Le is licensed to engage laborers.

10. No Recruiter shall engage or attempt to engage labb%*ers in any District

without having first exhibited his license to the Ma ‘

: 1 istrate of
Racruiter to have his li. . fn? . . g
sous cowntorsigned by such District and obtained the countersignature of such Magis-

e atings where bo - trate thereupon. Such countersignature shall be given, pro-
vided that the license is in force at the time.

11. Every Native of India, who shall, in any place within the Presidency

of Madras, other than the Town of Madras, enter into any

e “ﬁiﬁf“ﬁ.ﬁ?ﬁﬁ&f engagement with a Recruiter of laborers, shall) prior to leaving

;gggfe‘gggg,gggﬁg°“"“3 the District within which the engagement was cntered into,

appear with the Recruiter before the Magistrate of such District;

and no Recruiter shall remove such laborer from the said District until he shall

have so appeared. Upon so appearing, the Magistrate shall

o ramination and regis- oy amine the luborer with reference to his engagement; and’

: if it appears that he comprehends the nature of the engagement

he has entered into and that he is willing to fulfil the same, and if it appears that

nment, Legislative Depariment,

of Madras nominated in pursuén ce
Act XIII of 1864, shall perform the duties

,Rroceediﬁgl of the Madk ; i ai G Wm ”{oﬂeg”m Dep riment, 3
i .80tk June 1866. |

engégemen't, the Magistrate shall
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the Rearuiter has m"&y'b m.]m intothe .gugh forn: as the Government of
vister. in a book o be kept for tiio putposs dgueh Jor 58 1 P T
register, | Kh aﬂ;' e ‘ge',‘:'tﬁe,nﬂw@i name of the f:?-i:her, an age
i Geo"g; ksth’ iian\e of .the mllsgem';;laoe of which such l_agorerdls;ha
s ! -4he DN SOA R F ; o
Br::ihde;lftbo;:'ma;e of the District to which 1618 intonded he shall proceed, an
H .

PRRTER it b the laborer and the
- " . s 3f ANy, 8 med‘up(v)n between v
raje of wages and period of service, if any f,‘ oﬁinicn that tho laborer does not com-

Recruiter. If the Magistrate shall be Zr O en induced to enter into the en-

prehend the'natm‘s Of:;;ei?rzfﬁggé;:",idr if ﬂzé.wgisfrate tfhall be of’ t:l;:mgm
gagement-byfrﬂu‘ o a state of health which ma_kés’hlm unf.xt to m‘)dex e tz
?hat t,he,lal.)orer » mb ut to commerice,:he shall refuse to register Lis na-me.l b
journey which he s abor n writtenr on substantial puper whic

copy of every registra

1 - this Section
ghail not o a Bt:;;uﬁ}::?umﬁhed, by the Magistrate to the laborer
shall not requirc  SHAL DY i _

“the Recruiter shall pay to the

e

712, - For the registration. of gvery laborer, ©

~ T Magistrate a fee of oné Rupee. | '

?vafmé#-hw- 3 oo of India, who shall-in the Fown. of Madras enter into any

B Bvery Ngt;eg:nement’-fwithia Recruiter to labor, shall within forty-_eight
. z | ‘

Rogistration of lsborert 1 g of making suelt’ engagement appear with the Recruiter

E 4 in the Town of R rootor of Laborers; and no Recruiter shall
N . before th;ﬁrr;?;:}oinm e shall have so appeared. . Upon bis
Johorex ffomt the B iy i ~bafb v i b b e famasnsrdcy

t‘ and it apt Jears that he comprehends the nature of'th.e engage-
his: gerae t';r od into, and that he is willing to fqlﬁl.thg same, and if it appears
- ménthe ha§ e has élithority to enter into the engagement, the Protector of
that the Recr\lllter_ ter. in & book to. bé kept for. the purpos‘e, in such form as the
Laborers shal orfegl;s.l,;t ’.Saint Gébrgé shall prescribe, the name, name of the father,
Government ‘ 1;’ Jaborer, and the name of the village or place of which such
and the ago of U o of the Distriot 5 which it is intended Lo shall pro-
laborer 18 a rest t:n ;"w es and béfiod of service, if any, agrced upon between the

1 ooty “md th?i l;a-bog)el' ang the Protector of Laborers shall be of opinion that the
Recruiter snc & rehend the; nature of the engagement, or has been induced to
f-lﬂ.borel: does not comp: 'ent 'by fra l’i&{br"lﬁ;grepresentation, or if the Protector of
“enter into the engagem  the laborer is in a state of health which makes

‘ oW f o ini_onthaﬁ bkl
L:qborers :ha‘n gzi»:)akepthe journey which he is about to commence, he shall refuse
him ur-xﬁt (;, un e, A copy of every registration under this Section, written on
-tO register his wh.ich chall not requ_il‘é a stamp, shall be fnrnishe_d by the Pro-

ters to the Laborer regll 8d-

;hls_.p &

o

istration of every laborer tunde:r the Iastpreeedmg :
o Reeruiter shall pay to the Protector of Laborers

m”:? } va;av;.: y 1o rerghall,mthoutgood and sufficient cause, i'ef{féé or neglect
o o to proceed to the place at which the contract is to be perforn-
§ oh T B AT TR ERRINR s . e e e ) . )

x "M'w,..ph%‘%f‘;;goi; ed, it shall not be lawful to compel him to proceed to, or
<. notto be compelledto 0o ot g 1 “ ' . T
‘ 8ews. . . . detain him at, any place'against his wiil; but nothing in.this

 pioviso. -~ Section shall be taken to diminish or affect in any way the
Tawal Babilities. Civil or Cri-winal of sueh laborer. incurred b
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Proceedmgs of tke M adra.: G avemment Legzslatwe Department,
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shim by reason, or ‘in respect‘: of his refusal or neglect

aforesaid. Every case in
whlch a laborer is charged before a Magistrate of the' Town of Madras mthiefusmg
or neglectmg to proceed as aforesaid shall be heard and determined by such Magis-
trate in & summary manner; and every such laborer shall, on convietion, be

‘punished in the manner provxded in Section 492 of the Indian P 1
the pumshment of offences under that Section. ena Code for

16 Al fees recewed by any Magistrate or Protector of Laborers, shall be
Foos received to bo 8c- accounted for to Government in such manner as the- Governor
counted for to Govern: . of Fort Saint George in Guuncil may direct.

17 Whoevet shall, exeept under and in conformity with the provisiox;s of fhis
ety for making e I;A;t, mzka any .contract with. any I?Iative of India for labor to

"5l cotena o labor performed in any place in British India, beyond the terri.
h . torial limits of the Presidency of Madras, shall be deemed to
 have commltted the offence specified in Section 363 of the Indian Penal Code ; ana

whoever shall aid in or ‘abet the makin
g of any such contract shall be d
'rhvave abetted the commission of that offence. ? eemed *

18, Whoevex; not being' a Reeruiter licensed under this Act, shall act or be
Pomslty for ssorvitng employed as a Recruiter of laborers, or shall contrary to the
 withoak being licensed: provisions of this Act, within any District subject to the Go—

L vernment of Fort Saint Greorge enter ;nto any' ,
s of Tl 1w dduon A BpeesGrrimad B dis pio

mg five hundred Rupees.

19. Whoever being a licensed Recruiter under this Aet, shall remove z;ny

Penalty for Recraiter fal- laborer whom he muy engage in any Dlstnct or place other
ing fo take the laborera  than the Town of Madras from such District or place, without

he hay engaged before
the District Magiatrate guch laborer having appeared along with the Recruzteas befote
“or Protector of Laborers. the M trate f th D
- agistrate of the District in order. that such person might
be exammed and registered ; and whoever bemg such licensed Recruiter as afore-
said, shall remove any laborer whom he may engage in the Town of Madras from
‘such Town, without such ‘Jaborer having appeared with the Recruiter before the
Protector ofLaborers in order that such person might be examined and registered ;
and whoever shall, by means of intoxication, violence, fraud,
For g e, OF false pretences, indnce any Native of India fo enter into any
contract within any District subject to the Government of Fort
Saint George for labor to be performed in  any place in British India beyond the ter-
vitorial limits of the Presidency of Mad._ .t to proceed to any such place without
having entered into any contract, shall be lmble to a fine not cxceeding five hundred

- Raupees.

50. Whoever being a duly licensed Recruiter, shall forward or send smy
laborer from the town of Madras or from any District in which

”“;‘:‘m‘iaf";ﬁi.?:fn";“&l; ‘he has entered into any engagement, without such laborer hav.
;;‘i,.%ﬁmh‘ww’ ing been duly registered in accordance with Sections XI and

X1 of this Act; and whoever, being a duly licensed Recruit-

t § terntonai Yimits of the Presxdency of Madras, shall be hable'to a ﬁne not exceeﬂ?

Procecdings of the Modras Gooornment; Legislatioé Dgpartment, g
o ' 30th June 1866. ,

wmgl laborer to lea.va the Town of Madras

or kno y permit any _gch

31’ ::;n D:g:: in which lie has entered jufo sny engag;:wt,tmthoz’;lgeﬁxbﬁir
aggfo d shall behabletoa. & not. exce

being duly ™ resat ‘

dred Rupees

0 der
2. 4l pto.mmg:: ::tanee of the- Protector: of Laborers or of an Officer ap-

; £ Fort Saint
Prosscutions under " S the pur ofe by the Government o

' .éﬁxd W~hh' g:ted lfz:'ore a ;{)agfs ate of Police or before the Magistrate
TE® txtuted for offences comrmtted wfthm,or

shall be ins
of the District, aocording o8 theZha Vanite of the Town of Madras. . All fines imposed

for oﬁ'enoes commlttedunﬂmyorsa dnthority. of this Act may, in opse of mon-payment

ds and chattels
Tovied by distress and sale of the goo
gert;f o‘i)f:nder by’ warrant of the Officer imposing the fine.

cor Me order the offender to be

kept ﬁ?fzsz;tﬁ;ﬁm::f ﬁiﬁm c:; beZonvemenﬂy made to such

detainél v etI;] fender enter into a Tecognizance; with' or without sureties,
o mg‘;ii h:a aoppearance before such Ofﬁcer on the - day appomted for such
:‘:ltfrlxtlm:fch day not being more’ han ’ 13}18 fame of taking such recog:
L zano bnt 1f before issumg

this Act sha.ll be mstltnted, on mformahon laid

Levy of fines. k

. When 8 warrant of

the oﬁ‘ender or otherwise, that no
guch Offiger whereon to
,r of rain from issuing such war-

- ’ rd ss aﬁd in such case, “or if such ‘warrant shall have been issued and
ran :stre

;d shall be made to appear to
thereof such insufficiency as aforesai
~ pox:)‘?;e roturn ﬁ:;ethe fine, he shall, by warrant, commit the offender to jail, there
:::1 Y::r % or without hard labor, for any term not exceeding two months
o 1

¢ the fine shall not exceed fifty Rupees, and for any term not
whereéhé‘ , o:ths where the amount ghall not-exceed one hundred Rupees, or

t
,xr a.ny term not . exceeding SiX ix months in any other case; the commitment to be

£ the amount. The fine
each of the cases ‘aforesaid, on payment o
i:t:z?llr)l:::ihzeof which remaios unpald may be levied ‘at any time within six

years after the passing of the order imposing it andsthe death of the offender does

not discharge from the Liability any property whlch womld after his death be legally

liable for his debts. ;
99, Ttshall bo jawful for the Gowc\f Fomnt George from time
to time to authorize any person invested with the powers of a
Lni person sp;cmﬂ % Ma g’lstl‘aie as m the bOd.O Ofﬁ (:r;mlgal PI’OC tO
re of the Mos perfom thoe duties and exerclge th; posveps Bﬁﬂlﬂ A t 8-5318‘19‘1

of the District

A his Aot to an onferred on the Mag;stra & tﬁe Dmtrlqt, cmd overy
L thorized shal],; » all respects for tif thg g:'x &f tlps Agt m deamed:
e mcludod in the wo § ¥ (o Mogistrate of *
4 { R,

g koAb 23. Kﬁm Act shall come ;nté

p ‘\0 1 QRR “ &4 g 3 v “ oY ‘; ad ,-".
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Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Legzslatwe Department, o

80ih June 1868,
} »
o SCHEDULE A
Office of the Protector of Laborers at the Port of Madras (or Oﬁ‘xce of the
Magistrate of the District of ' ).
- A.B.is ﬁereby licensed, under (Madras) Act of 1866, to be.a Recruiter
~ for engaging persons in the District (or Districts) of to proceed to any

part of British India beyond the territorial limits of the Pmmdency of Madras, forg
the purpose of laboring for hire. 7
This hcense will be in force for one yéar only from th1s date.

Dated thie dayof .- - 18 .
' . ' (Signed) €. D.
Protector of Laborm’
_ (or Magisirate of '
No.1l.© .  OsoEs TaEzeow, 30th June 1866, No. 204.

The Rxgbt Honorable the Governor in Council directs that steps be taken for
-introducting the foregoing Bill into the Council of the Governor for meking Laws
and Regulations, The Honorable R. 8. Ellis will take charge of it.

* (True Extract).
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To the Honorable R. . Ellis, ¢. 5.
Public Department. v
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