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No. 35. Read the following letter from the: Secretary to the Board of E‘Xamnere
i Fort William, to the Secretaly to Giovernment, Fort Samt Greorge dated"‘ :
Fort William, 19th June: 186fx‘, No. 134. ‘
I have the honor to forward 10 copzes of a Catalogue of the Onenta.l Books for
sale in the Library of the late College of For}: William, for dlﬂhribuhon to the
Educatlonal Department or other Departments or Oﬁices hkely to Tequire ‘them.

———

No. 36 ' .. OrDER mmmon, 5th July 1866, No. 675
Ordered that six Gopies of the Catalogue referred to be sent to the Mxhtary

Dep;rbment and thrge t.q the Dn;ector of Public Instruction, for dlstnbutmn
TR oy ('I'rqe Extract)

Lo the Mﬂltary IIepartment mth s:x cop@s L
Dn'ector of Publlc Instructmn, mth three copxes.

. Ead.J H.Bams.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
: 4th July 1866.

No. 25. Read the following letter from Captain J. MITGHELL, Superintendent
of the Government Central Museum, to the Chief Becretary to Govern-

ment, Fort Saint George ; dated Madras, 27th June 1866, No. 131.
I have the honor-to request I may be favored with a Treasury Order for Rupees
(600) six hundred, being the amount of & special grant for books for the year

1866-67. .

No. 26. OrpEer THEREON, 4th July 1866, No. 670,

Resolved that an Order on the Bank of Madras for Rupees ( 600) six hundred
be issued in favor of Captain J. Mitchell, Superintendent, Government Central My-
sem, for the purchase of Books. o

(True Extract).

Acting Chief Seeretary,

To the Superintendent, Government Central Museum. wi 4
with T
5  Accountant General, ’ reasury Order.

»  Examiner of Claims,

Exd J. H. Burns.



Procéedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
4th July 1866.
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No. 21. Read the following letter from the Inspector General of Police, to the
- Ofﬁc1at1ng Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated
Kotagherry, 23rd June 1866, No. 1020,

Account Department, )
With reference to Order of Govern-

1 Enropean Head Cmgoc:ﬁﬁaf‘g:pzesz per mensen. ment, No. 226, dated 7th February 1865,
D B mirables - sanctioning the grant of batta to Con-
80 Constables Coooor. do.  stables, I shall feel obliged by your ob-
1 Hoad Constable ~ “a0 3 O taining the sanction of Government to

my adding batta, as per margin, to the
Municipal Estimates for the Towns of Ootacamund and Coonoor.

" 2. I beg that sanction may be accorded for the grant of House-rent allowance

marginally noted, with reference to

Baropesn o omaiatie R P d Order of Government, No. 1736, dated

22nd October 1862, Judicial Department.

No. 22. OrpER THEREON, 4th July 1866, No. 668.
' The Governor in Councll sanctlons the addition to the Mumclpal Estimates
for the towns of Ootacamund and Coonoor of batta to the Constabula,ry at the rates

proposed, viz:—

Ootacamund.

1 European Head Constable, Rupees 2 per mensem,
1 Head Constable ” 2 do.

2 Deputy Constables Ty 4 do.
30 Constables 5 90 do.

’ Coonoor.

1 Head Constable ’ 2 do.

5 Constables » 5 do—

also, of an allowance of Rupees 25, and of Rupces 10 per mensem, for House-rent,
t6 the Inspector of Police and European Head Constable, respectively.
(True Extract).

Acting Chief Secretary.

To the Inspector General of Police:
Magistrate of Coimbatore,
Accountant General.

”

"

Exd. J. H. Burns.
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Proceedings of the Madras Goverimﬁent, Public Department,
th July 1866.
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No. 43. Read the. follewing letter from G. A. BALLARD, Esq. Magistrate of
Malabar, to the Acting Chief Secretary to (fovernment, Fort Saint George ;
dated Calicut, 23rd June 1866, No. 83.

1 have the honor to request the Orders of Government, after consideration of
the following remarks, with regard to the introduction of the Towns’ Improvement
Act in Cochin, '

2. From estimates submitted, in accordance with Orders issned by me after
the receipt of the G. O., dated 9th ultimo, No. 471, I consider that the sum of Ru-
pees 5000 per annum is the utmost that can be raiscd under the Municipal Act if
introduted there at present. .

3. The exaction of even this sum will be felt by the Town. I beg to enclose

Memoranda written by proposed Muni-

From Messrs. Whitton, Brunton, Leslie, and Curien.  ¢jpal Commissioners, and it must be re-

' membered that these are not the un-
meaning objections of persons indiscriminately setting their faces against all taxa-
tion, but the expressions of men aware of the advantages of Municipal arrangements,
and, under favorable circumstances, desirous of seeing them made.

4. "But T am not prepared to advocate the absolute postponcment of the intro-

" duction of the Towns’ Improvement Act in Cochin. I only desire to see it moder-
ately applied. . '

5. If the Act is introduced, it seems the opinion of the residents consulted,
and it is my own, that funds should be raised by ; (1) a rate on houses, &e. ; (2) tax
on trades, &c. ; and (3) tax on carriages, &c.; and I think that without undue pres-

“sure Rupees 5000 might be raised thus :—

* RS,
By 4 per cent. on an estimated annual rental of about
Rupees 70,000 .............................. IO 2800
By tax on trades, &e................. e 2000
By tax on carriages, &e.................... ... 200
. : ' Total... ... 5000

6. But in ihe Appendix to the G. O. of the 9th ultimo, the amount to be
raised by the Municipality for Police purposcs alone amounts to Rupees 5162.
' ’ The Inspector Gceneral has at my in-

RS, ion*
.®By 1 Head Conatable at Rupees 32... ... 264 Starfce assented t_o a reduction of the
»» 10 2nd Clase Constables, at Rupees 7... 810 Police force, which would reduce its
Total...1104 total annual cost nearly to Rupees 5779,

and consequently the Municipal -gontri-
bution to Rupecs 4334¢. But this would only leave 2 petty sum of Rupees 668,
“which the 25 per cent. ordinarily allowed by Government would only raise to Ru-
pees 850 for expenditure on Municipal purposes apart from the Police. This expen-
diture would be unappreciable, and the townsfolk would find themselves taxed for
a father reduced establishment of Police, which they have hitherto had the benefit
of, free of special taxation, without any of those other outward and visible Munici-
pel improvements whose introduction would in some degree gild the pill.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department
Tth July 1866. ' ~

. 7 : 1 cannot but think the Police charges might be further reduced without real
objection, and would therefore respectfully request further attention to paragraph
: 8
7 and 8 of ‘
Vide, page 23 of the Procoedings of Governmest, dated Gih  F'e} : nW Memorandum of the 2nd
Moy 1666, No. 471, ebruary last, and to the statement for-
warded therewith, as far as they relate
to Cochin.
8. I proposed that the cost of Police to the Town should be arranged as onl
to be Rupees 275-4-0.  Even then the charge per head of the popula:ion falln ¢
about double the incidence of the same charge at Calicut or Tellicherry s

9. And I now venture to suggest that under the peculiar circumstinces of -

the case, the Police charge to the Municipality be limited for the present to Ruj
3000—25 per cent., as usual, being contributed by Government, and any furth upees
determined on as absolutely necessary being specially provided by Govérflr S‘Tm
from Imperial Funds. This will leave Rupees 2000 of the Municipaf funds .11:?]1 ;
0}'dinary 25 per cent. contributed by Government, to be expended on gen;.;i \iu v
cipal improvements—improvements which are very desirable in themselve; n;
only politic as tending to induce a better feeling towards tho Act. A

- P. 8.—1 send copy of this letter to the Inspector General for any remarks 1
may desire to offer. E e

The accompanying cstimate represents very truly what is the amount required for a thuroughl
good systew of conservancy for thiz Town. Bat from what I know of the present prevailir{o' Do e
of the inhabitants, I fear thutit will not be pussible to raise move than what will r;)epbverfy

) arcly
enough for the support of the Police, and perhaps for the repair of the roads. Sanitary refor: y
urgently necded, and it will be indecd a pity if its claims are overlooked. C e
Signed) G. B WHITTON, M. B.,.
7 Qwil Su"}igeon.

P

I have carefully studied each itém of this estimate, and I do not think the total at all in excess
of what would be absolutely necessary to ensure an effcctive system of conservancy for Cochin, It
is however greatly beyond the amount estimated to be raised by the new taxes, although the fﬁu
rate of 7} per cent. on the rental of houge property has been caleulated. -

Such a tax as 71 per cent. on what in very mauny instances in this place is the sole income
and support of aged persons, wilows, and children, would, in my opinion, be most oppressive, and
with Dr. Whitton I believe that really no'more than would suffice to pay the Police could be raised
and consequently nothing would he left for CONSErvancy purposes. . ’

Since 1 have known ('ochin, there has heen no time of such universal depression and stagnation
of husiness of all kinds as the present. Thonsands of carpenters, coopers, coolies, &c., formerly

employed at gooil wages, arce now, thvough no Fault of their own, thrown out -of all work, and des-
titution amd wisery prevail on all sides.

A worse moment thau the proseut for introd
1 utter poverty eould not have been selected.

(Signed)  Or BRUNTON, M. Iust., C. K.

neing a new tax, or for putting fresh burdens on a

community alrewdy reduced to idleness and

on, which has been brought about chicfly by the
there is uot the least
and it scems doubtful if
: namely, by
uil in differ-

Cochin is suTering from the greatest depressi
ol trade to Buvope. In my opinion,
. at least, twelve months to come,
Tha collapse has heen caused hy two things
ase of the consumption of the
think, there has been a constant stream

almost toral eollapse of the

hope of a revival of this teade for,
it will ever ho whas it has boon hefor2.
s of cocoanuts, aud 2 gradual mere

two years of bad crop
For some ycars, nine or ten i

ent parts of the country.

__‘implied advantages ; and this makes me suggest t
‘Blight concession on the part of Government.

" enough to support the Police, can, X
" thrust an oppressive law upon an

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
Tth July 1866.
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of emigration of artizans from Cochin, which has increased during the past two years, and latterly
large numbers of coolies have left the place from absolute want of employment.

1 cordially concur with Mr. Brunton’s remarks in the third paragraph of his Minute.

The income of the proposed Municipality, as estimated, would little more than cover the
s, and the estimate, it should be noted particularly, is based on the
When I consider upon whom this tax will fall, I can
d be oppressive to impose it just now, and am there-

expenditure for Police purpose
highest rate of seven and a half per cent.

come to no other conclusion than that it woul
would be injudicious to introduce the Act at the present time.

fore of opinion that it
(Signed) P. LESLIE.

&
1 the benefit of the Towns' Improvement Act ; but 1 cannot help
esent depressed state of trade in a great measure nullifies its
hat we might go on, for the present, with some
The Ferry Fund and the Abkarry Revenue are
ernment might suitably assist the Municipality ; and as these are purely local
funds, 1 hardly see what objections can be raised by Government against applying a portion of two

such fertile sources of revenue to local improvements. Of course, if no greater sum than that
ander all circumstances, be raised, it would be most impolitic to

1, for one, have great faith 1
remarking upon the fact that the pr

sources whence Gov

already oppressed and almost indigent working class ; for ne

conception can be formed of the positive want and indigence of the class of operatives who have
been thrown out of employ by the collapse of trade and the suspension of several Houses of busi-
ness. 1 think, therefore, for the present, if the Government is bent upon introducing the Towns’
Improvement Act, it would be false policy to conceal the fact that it would be impossible to go on
without the aid of Government. I cannot omit to remark that the amount proposed to be raised
is at the rate of 73 per cent., a very high percentage and one seldom ever realized in the process
express myself very strongly at the rate of 7% per cent.
extreme to force the Act upon the people ;
good by a grant from the Abkarry and Ferry

of trading. Upon this point, I cannot but
it would be highly injudicious and oppressive in the
but if reduced to 3} per cent., and the surplus made

Funds, I have no doubt the working of the Act would give general satisfaction.
(Signed) C. CURIEN.

No. 44. ORpER THEREON, 7th July 1866, No. 680.
Forwarded to the Inspector General of Madras Police, who is requested to in-
how far the Town Police of Cochin can be reduced.

meet the views of Mr. Ballard as far as possible.
(True Extract). B :

form Government, without delay,
It is the desire of Government to

»

Acting Chief Secretary.

To the Inspector General of Police.
Magistrate of Malabar, with enclosures returned.

n

R

Exd. R. H. Lee.
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Prooeedmga of the Madras Governmént Pubize Department,

’ Mumcxpa.l OOmmlasmners shall prepare ¢ hs%ot the persons to be taxed. .

: fhrows open a wide door to corrupti-i.- We are obliged to employ Conicopollies
. to prepare lists of persons liable to be taxed n each street.

by

4th J uly 1836

"“,-xNa 2’73 Rearl the followmo' letter from trhe Mumclpal Cofzimzsmonérs fdf the

'Town of Madras, to the Chief Sécretary to Governmeiit, Fort,,Smnt
Vo George >dated Madras 14th June 18686, '

We have the honor earne-tly to solicit the consideration . of Government to

- the very grave and serious difficu'ties we oxperleﬂce in the- assessment and col-

r'taon* of the Tax on Trades and Callin~s lewable under Sectlons 43 td 47 and
hedule C, of Act IX of 1865. AR ’

L9, Sectlon 47 directs that, on or aksout the Ist day of May In every year, ghe

R

8. ‘The duty thus entailed on- tho ommissioners we find, by expenené%,

4. We have detected numerous cases where' men who should have been taxed
have been omitted, and others have- been ﬂnder-faxed but it is impossible in a
large town like Madras to say how many ; mOre have escaped detection.

5. Registers, that is to say, the hs$’ prescnbed by Section 47, are prepared
from the reports of thesc Conicopollies, and notice of the same given to the parties,
who almost invariably appeal to us against: the sta.tements of our Conicopollies.

~ We hear the Appellants’ statements, but: hayg.no power to put them on oath, and

are obliged to depend on our eshmatmn of the;r credibility, and a comparison of

their statements with the Conicopollies.
6. We have been engaged on this" dnty for three daysin the week since
2 J’muary, and yet have to this

RS.

o ]2____:1 L, 8o - time only assessed the number quoted

R in’ the ‘margin, and do not anticipate

S E_14340. e 5936 being in a«osition to demand the col-

| e Py lection of the whole of Madras before
N, B.— Amount ééllcoied up to S1st May, Rupecs 3013.6.0, & €nd of the year, although the 1st

+  half: yearly payment should be made on

.or before 1st June. We further have réason to fear that the collection of the
fox, especlauy from 4th and 5th Classes W111 be extremely duﬁcult dnd in most

_ 7 Aaam, we expenence the gravest dﬂﬁculty in the apphcatmn of Schedule*

€ to the several classes liable to the tax. The provisions of the Schedule are so vague -
and indefinitc; so many persons who should be lx,gbfe, escape taxation ,or are under- f
ta,xed while on others the burden is oppresqne * This deﬁculty has attracted the

notice of the Magistrates and the ngh Court, tHe yudmment of which latter body 2

we beg to enclose.

8. 'The idea of a Trade Tax was taken fromy the Caleutta Mummpal Act, but
from it there is a material and (what we consxder) a most damﬂgmg dlstlnctmn
By the Calcutta Municipal Act, every Trader is required to fuke out o License, and
is thereby compelled to come forward and declare fis Trade, and at once pay his
tax for the half-year; but, in our Aect, every facﬂlty is afforded for evasion. We
have first to trace out those liable, then ascertain; as well as we can, how he should
be assessed, and finglly demand payment.

‘—\1 o
-



9 | Proceedings of the Madras Government, Publi

¢ Department,
4th July 1866.

9. The adoption of the practice observed in Calcutta, strengthened by ren-
dering, the production of the receipt for the half-year’s Tax a sine qua non when
prosecuting any Civil Suit, would remove much difficulty in the collection of this
- Tax. e '

: 10.~ The revisiom of Schedule® is most urgently needed. The whole fecling

of the pubﬁmi_s against it. - Its provisions are found to ke so arbitrary, and,its ap-
plication go difficult.

|

11, The levy of this Tax has been rendered necessary by the imposition of

'th? Town Police on the Municipal Fund, and we would most carnestly solicit
Government to consider the advisabilify of relieving the Public, for this year, from

the payment for the Town Police, and foregoing the collection of the Trade Tag,

until, in a short Act, Schedule C and Sections 43 to 47 of Act IX of 1865 be care-
fully revised, and its provisions rendered equable and casy of application.
' JUDGMENT.

There are two questions submitted for ‘thé gpinion of the Court in this case. The second
guestion we may at once answer in the negative.- Thc power of excmption in Section 20 has no
application to the case of the appellant.” ‘It:lbimpl‘y’émpowcrs the Municipal Commissioners, in their
discretion, to exempt any person from the payment of the whole or part of the rate or tax assessed
upon him, on the ground of poverty.-: . ) Pl

The first question has raised COnsideralie_dbﬁbt in our minds as to the proper construction
to be put on the 2nd Clause in Class IV, of Schedale C., and, dependent upon thiat, Wwhether any
operation can be given to the words in Class V-~ every Retail dealer, Manufacturer, Artizan,
Trader, or keeper of a shop not included iwany other Class.”

" The Schedule has evidently not been carefnlly framed, and, read by itself, these words clearly
can have no operation as respects a Retail dealer or Shop-kecper, &c., for, except ‘“ money chan-
ger,”’ the same terms of designation are used in Class IV, and include ¢ every” Retail dealer or
Shop-keeper, &c., in the Town of Madras who does not occupy a place of business of the cstimat-

- ed gross rental mentioned in Classds II and I1I. But it must be assumed that those words were
not meant by the Ligislature to be mere surplusage, and if, looking at the provisions in the Act,
we can discover any reasonable construction by which effect is given to them, we must apply that
congtruction. .

Now, reading the Schedule with Sections 45,46, and 47, the Tegislature appears to have

. thought that some Shop-keepers and Retall dealéra, &c., might properly be taxed at an amount not
exceeding 4 Rupees, the maximum fixed for Class V, and to have intended that the Commis-
gioners should, subject to appeal, consider and ‘defermine in the case of each individual Shop-keeper
or Retail dealer, &c., not liable to be taxed under Clauses 2 and 3, whether he.ought to be excluded

* from Class IV, and included under Clgss V. By Section 44 the maximum sum applicable to cach of
the Classes in Schedule C is to be approged of by the Governor in Council, and having regz}rd
to such sums, the Municipal Commissioners are required by Section 45 j:o “ c%etermine under which
of the Classes mentioned in Schedule c., Yo this Act annexed, every person ligble t? .be taxed a3
aforesaid shall be assessed” ; and when for that purpose thc? Schedule 1s-looked at, it is found that

Class V, as well as the other Classes, contained a description in terms apphcalfle to Shop-keepers and

Retail dealers. The Schedule designates, under Clagses, the "‘ Arts, gfof;s51gns, T’ra('les, and Caltl‘;
ings,” which are made subject to dxﬁ'erenf, z}mounts f’f ta'xa,tmr;‘, }a:.n t fe . ommxss;)on?;z S &t:aCh

consider under which of the Classes captaining a designation of his 131'0 esswr;l or 1;5; .s

rate-payer should be incladed. There are, no doubt, several personsCxIx‘l a ?[n{rav v;r;:lag g :2;;?:02

Shop-keepers and Retail dealers, to whom the tax 'assess.ablc under Class 1V would be

i d i of course that, when Imposing a goneral tax of diffcrent amounts,
oppreasion, and it was almost : X ' able at a very moderate sum.
- provision should be made for including such persons in a Class asscssablc a ¥

-r

.

Prbcee_dings of the Madras ‘Go_é{ér‘;hhicht,ﬁlfu&lz’c Departngwnt,.
| 4th July 1866. . - &

. Such heing the object and intention fairly -deducible from the: provisions in the. Seiﬁ;nz -
fela.finéto Schedule C, wé think the words in CIass 'V were meant tohha,vcla op(:rrz.ho;;l dmi) ) that .
they cap. be 50 con trued consistently with the ot%wr parts of the Schedule. X Ri . 1~d 1ause
f Cla&IV may and should, we think, be read as mtended to be cox'xﬁned to such-Rotail -dealers,
of C] “ awht, in the judgment of the Commiasioners, to. be assessed in the amoynt of f;he tax ﬁxed )
:)cr.’;:s Cigass’ : and, so read, a consistent and rea.sonablg_meaning azfd ppera.tion is -Silgenk to_the
words of thé 2nd Clause in Class V, by applying them to all Ret:ul dealers and 09;333191‘5,
&e., whom the Commissioners consider ought not to pay 8 higher-¢ax: than 4 Rupees, and there-
. * N s. .
fore ;?o:'] :;;;02::01;‘8’3"1‘1‘;?!3: ﬁ)la;slxe conclusion, after 8 goog deal of doubt, that the Commi?.
gloners é.re not precluded from assessing the appel}ant a Retax.l dealet under Class V,. and f-hxs
. the Court can on the present speci’a,l.pa,_sg prgpg;ly deleie under .the first queﬁt}on. v
B dividuds designated in both Clesses IV and V' ought justly and fairly to be
: de der Class V, and not under Class IV, isa fui'ther question of fzu':t for the Coumissioners’
asse.S?e ?nt;xe frst 'mszuxnce . and before determining it, ;.t.hey are bm}_nd, in each case, ca,refullyAbo
decl%:;!; 1’clllne aatare of the busincss carried on, &ndthe P,l,‘.f?b&ble roturns derive.d from it, .Arevlatively
:znz]ee other descriptions of employment ani ';ﬁusmess ”"ml?'fltlf?lfeds:”?nd p:u"ﬂfgl&rly the defined
amount of official salary which appears in the first designation given in each Class.

There ought not to be any difficulty in debgrmmmg 'w_hethex- Retail dealgrs(,i tl?eh nature a‘nli
t of whose business is sufficiently - aaqertalﬂgd? _should gustly be cl?,sge' with persons in
exten ot of salaries of 50 Rupces monthly,- rather than with those receiving 100 Rupees‘a.
ﬁ:niicflitng csérta,inly so far as we can judge fromthe facts and figures stated in the case, 1t
- hould be in the former Class. . :
sirkes ‘:stihaéettl:;:igiiilizans the Commissioners i§ not '::ﬁhal. An Appcal to two Magistrates
i e rerat‘e or tax, assessed or demanded by the Commissidhers, is given by the effect of Sec-
a.g:-nnst arg4 465 : a’.nd the Tlatter Secﬁqn provid_gs “that the assessment of any rate or tax,
thons B, ™ m; ther;ﬁom is made, and the adjudication of any appeal ‘shall be final and con-
th? m’)’ ap'I;‘(;i)se Sections are loosely framed in general terms, and leave it cpen to a person who is
cluSIYe' d by rate‘or tax, to raise for decision an appeal, any objection affecting the validity of
e )i; or the App,ellant's liability to the assessment made upon him. We are, therefore,
the l‘f‘t‘f ortha.t, it is for the Magistrates in this case to adjudicate finally on the Appcllant’s objec-
:.fo(;plil;(;z he ought to be assessed under Class V and Class IV, and after reading our judgment
101, . .o . . - -
they will probably have no difficulty in agreeing on the Igingi;eds o, 1L, SCOTLAXD.
| ( . ) A.BITTLESTON.

s

No.28. - Ououemmmsos, 4th July 1866, No, 671, »»
==1n the abovo letter the Municipal Commissioners for th(:} Town of Madras re-
¢ the difficulties they experience in assessing and levying the.duty on fh:ts’
pox &c.. under Act IX of 1865 (Madras), and request that, pending the revision
Tr;('ie]?the ? suggest) of Sehedule C,, and certain Sections of the Act, the collection
6?"‘6;;8 du t;' mbay be suspended, and the charge for the Town Police remitted
P ear. SR : N
duﬂ.nzg th,;lf: ggznz’issioners state thaf, although they'hi‘i;g_ bgen engaged on these
aéseés;ne“fs for three days in each weck since January last, they'h?,ve as yet made
Jv 4285 assessments, and they do not anticipate being in a.position to co‘nr’;plet.er
(t)}?eyasseésmexxts for the whole town before the end of the year. And when:this
duty 1s finished, they apprehend that the tax will have to be realized in very many

*
1.

ished R ility, will lead to Tot.”
by distraint, * which, in all probability, will lead to miot. =
cases3 y The Go ;emor in Council observes that the difficulties which the ECom-

RS N : IR R T Sculit AR
) . ’ niay be caused by any defedfin the law
missioners expeljl_e}‘l}vce,” Sf) fﬁl‘l“ %ﬁ,m‘tp?y«..mff Y. 22,88 ,wwyww};«m*
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4 Proceedings of the Madras Government; Public Department, :

4th July 1866, —

e .

N S )

- itself, campnly be remedied by the legislature.

. power of altering either the Act or its Schedules, '
" 4 The Governor in Council is alto
ties mentioned by the Commissioners are
measure they recommend.

' 5. The assessment and collection of a ta
persons in any of the lower orders must natu
operation, especially on its first introduction.
misconduet on the part of the-Agents employ
but these will diminish as experience is acquired.

6. The tax is certainly not burdensome if assessed on those to whom it is in-
tended to a‘Pply—the rate on the lowest class in the Schedule being only 53 Annas
per mensem ; and the object for which the recent additional taxation has been
imposed is just and equitable. '
© 7. "Under these circumstances, the
tain the proposal of the Commissioners,
Commissioners seem to anticipate, that the
such, like any other, vesistance to the Law

8. The Governor in Council consider
of the Act should be revised in such a man
doubt as to the classes which come within
Improvement in other respects, the Act itg

The Govelfnment have not the

gether unable to admit that the difficul-
such as to warrant the adoption of the

x which falls upon a large number of
rally be a troublesome and laborious
Attempts at evasion, mistakes, and
ed are to be expected at the outset ;

Government cannot, for a moment, enter- !
If it should unfortunately happen, as the
collection of the Tax will lead to rioting,
will be firmly repressed,
sit desirable, however, that the Schedules
ner as to leave no room for reasonable \
its scope, and that, where susceptible of
elf should be amended. With this VICW,
Th Tlonorabe R S, Eile, <. . ’the Governor in Council. resolves to ’
gl.ﬁ;(ﬁu& Jng;g:i} SMembers. appomt. the gcntlemgn marginally named
to consider and report on the subject. |
9. Meanwhile, however, the Commissionors must carry out the Act by com- - “
pleting the Schedule of persons liable to taxation, by enforcingit on those who are
in their judgment capable of payment, and exonerating tle poorest individuals
only, in conformity with the powers granted to the Municipal Commission-
ers by Scction 20 of the Act. In carrying out this duty, the Municipal Commis-
sioners are exhorted to devote all the time to it which can bo spared from other oflicial
business, even should%that exceed the number of three sittings per week, which they
appear to consider an unusual exertion, and to employ an ageney in framing the
list of persons liable to taxation in which they and the public can have perfect
confidence.

»

(True Extract).

Acting Chief Secretary.
To the Municipal Commissioners.
,,  Honorable R. S. Ellis, ¢. B.
To Colonel J. Temple.
y, Major C. 8. Hearn.

Exd. J. H. Burns.
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