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Prooeedmgs of the Madras Government, Public Departmenl
27th June 1866.

.

Read the following papers :—

No. 144, From the Collector ‘of Coimbatore, to the Acting Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort Saint George; dated Ootacamund, 11th June 1866,
No. 50. :

On the 10th ultimo, an European, named Cadwallader, was brought into the
Ootacamund Dispensary in a dying state.: He died in the evening.

2. On the following day, after 1 o’clock, the, Dispensary Dresser appeared
before the Archdeacon, for instructions as to the course he should follow in regard
to the disposal of the remains of Cadwallader. Up to that hour, the Archdeacon
had heard nothing about the deceased. It was necessayy that he should be buried
without delay. The Archdeacon had, therefore, to issue orders to have a grave dug,
and take on himaelf the responsibility of ordering a coffin‘from Messrs. Bill &
Co. Eventually the coffin was made, the grave was dug, and Cadwallader’sremains
were committed to the earth. But it strikes me that, with the exception of ordef-
ing the grave to be dug and performing the funeral service, the Archdeacon should
not have been exposed to the trouble of ordering the coffin, - . |

3. It has hitherto, I have re#ion to believe, devolved on the J udge of this
station to give orders for the disposal of the remains of deceased Europeans, and
this course, I think, obtainsin all low country stations. It will be seen by the
Archdeacon’s letter that Mr. Cherry, the present Judge, does not recognise the
duty The Joint Magistrate, Major W. R. Canipbell, heard nothing about deceased
until the Archdeacon wrote to hlm, requesting information for his future guldance,
in the event of a similar case arising. .

4. To prevent mistakes, and avoid trouble for the future, I request that Go-
vernment will issue speclﬁo orders on the subject, statm.g the authonty on whom
the responsibility of issuing orders for the burial of Eumpeans should devolve, and
the source from which all necew expenses area to be disbursed in the first

1
1. Copy of a letter from the Venerable the Archdea&m DStance’ and in the case of paupers, to .

dated 22nd May 1866, No. 184 be ulti

1. Letter from Major W. R. Campbell, dated 30\‘.]1 May 5 ma&?tlly reah:ed )
1866, No. 56. . o R

1. Letter from do. do. dated alst May 1 !;13. gln‘;]g' hnOted Orlgl
1866, No. 57. nal papers are forwarde

1... Loiter from Surgoqu J, Miller, dated 6th June 1666, h P F erewith, for
No. 16. » the information of Govemment

From the Venerable the Archdeacon of Madras, to the Joint Maglstrate of Ootacamund dated
Ootacamund, 22nd May 1866, No, 184.

A European, naimed Cadwallader, died in the Hospital at this place, on Thursday the 10th
instant, having been brought in from a ‘plantation that same morning. There was great delay
about giving orders for the coffin and the grave. No notice of the cagualty reached me till past I

o'clock on Friday the 11th, when the Hospital Dresser came to me, quite at a loss what course to
pursue. It was necessary that the body should be buried that evening. I therefore took upen myself
to order from Messrs. Bill& Co., a coffin of the pla.mest possible description, and to have a grave
with considerable difficulty and frouble the funeral eventually took place that .

prepared, and

evening.
2. On inquiry, I found that the Judge has been in the habit of i issuing the necessary orders

for ‘the funeral in such a case, but that Mr. Cherry does not recognise the duty. I applied to Mr.
Cherry to know on whom the duty should devolve. In reply, he states that he does not consider it
the duty of the Judge to make provision in such case, and refers me to you for information. It
is very desirable that the matter should be made clear. Certainly the trouble and expense eught
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not to fall on the Chaplain. I enclose a bill for the coffin.

the cheapest and plainest description, but I have paid it. 1
reimbursed,

The charge seems high for a coffin of
should be glad to know how I am to be

. '3. Will you kindly inform me on whom (should such an cvent ocour again) the duty of
1ssuing orders should devolve.

—

From Major W R. CAMPBELL, Joint Magistrate of Ootacamund, to the Collector and Magistrato,
Coimbatore ; dated Ootacamund, 30th May 1866, No. 56.

I have the honor to forward, for your consideration, a letter, No. 184, dated Ootacamund
22nd May 1866, from the Vencrable the Archdeacon of Madras, to my address, regarding the buria)

of a European, named Cadwallader, who died at Ootacamund, at the Iospital, on the 10th May
1866. ‘ ’

2. The Archdeacon, it would appear, wag obliged to order a coffin for the deccased, to take

all theftrouble of ca,using a grave to be 'pre d entua
pared, and eventually t y J i
; . ' ¥ to pay a sum of hupees 36-8-0

. 3. The Arc.h(?eacon men.tions, in paragraph 2 of his letter to my address, that he has ascer-
tained that the Civil and Session Judge of Qotacamund has been in the habit of issuing orders for

funérals in such cases, but that Mr. Che i
: ) at Mr. rry does not recognise the daty, and 1
a8 Joint Magistrate, for information. v refers bim to me,

Bupees 36-8-0, as he had been so good as to unde
accordingl?' applied to Mr. McIvor, who is in charge of the Coffee Estate on which .the o« '
was Superintendent. Mr. McIvor at once consented to ﬁay the aforesaid sumw i" ‘ ;‘t?ﬂm e
to the Archdeacon, but as it has been since ascertained that deceased h d(; fi et Tod
recommended the Archdeacon to lodge a claim for that amount on the estate :t thee tC‘fxeleg;utth e

5. I would respectfully submit that I do not consider it imi
mine is, to arrange for the burial of Europeans who may diefb:s t(i:atia‘:z gag: ‘1111111:;1 -Cl?urt,.as
no one to petform that duty ; neither is it my duty, a8 Joint Magistrate, to incur t:;rxcft o Idz "ﬂ'th
of the charge of their effects ; and as Mr. Chérry does not recognise ;he duty, 1D res? OHSl-b‘my
80-good as to inform me who the respensible authority is in such cages, Yo 0B youwill be

1.

From Major W. R. CAMPBELL, Joint Magistrate of Ootacarﬁund, to the

- Collect 13-
trate, Coimbatore ; dated Ootacamund, 31st May 1866, No. 57. or md Magie

With reference to my letter, No. 56, of 30th May 1866, I have the honor to inform
that the Venerable the Archdeacgn’s letter to my address, dated Ootacamund, 22nd May 18);3(2,1
was the first intimation I received of Mr. Cadwallader’s death {which took place at the Ootacamund
Hospital on the 10th May), 12 days after its occurrence.

From Surgeon J . MILLER, u.p., ?. 8. C.8.E,, Senior Medical Officer, Noilgherries, to the Collec;
tor of Coimbatore ; dated Ootacamund, 6th June 1866, No. 16.

In reply to your letter, No. 157, of the 4th instant, I have the honor to state that so few pm.x- :

per Europeans have died in the Civil Ilospital that no custom in regard to the disposal of the

bodics has been established. In my own expericence, only one other Luropean has died in Hospital

without funds or friends, and in that case the funeral expenses were defrayed from the Civil Hos.-
pital funds. :

2. The impression prevails that it is the Judge of the station on whom should devolve this-
kind of duty, and such may be the case, but I bave not been able to discover any case as a pre-
cedent.

rtake all the trouble of the funeral,” and 1. " person to take action in the case,

-
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No. 145.  From the Collector of Coimbatore, to the Acting Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort Saint George; dated Ootacamund, 14th June 1866,
No. 51. :

In continuation of my letter of the 11th instant, No. 50, I beg to forward, for
the information of Government, an original letter from the Joint Magistrate of
Ootacamund, with its enclosure, a copy of a letter addressed by Surgeon Colvin
Smith to the Civil Judge of Ootacamund, regarding the burying of the body of

Cadwallader.

From Major W. R. CAMPBELL, Joint Magistrate of Ootacamund, to the Cgllector of Coimba-
g No. 60,

tore ; dated Ootatamund, 13th June 1866, No. 60.

With reference to my letters to your address, Nos. 56 and 57, of 30th and 31st May 1866, I

in continu#fion, to forward, for your information, copy of a letter from Surgeon Colvin Smith,

Medical Officer, Ootacamund, dated 11th May 1866, to the address of the Civil and Session Judge

at Ootacamund, by which it will be observed that Surgeon Smith only informed Mr. Cherry, the

Judge, of the death of Mr. Cadwallader, in order that arrangements should be made for his burial.

-

beg,

r—

From Surgeon C. SMITH, Medical @fficer, Ootacamund, to the Civil and Session Judge, Ootaca- .

mund ; dated Ootacamund, 11th May 1866. , ,
1 have the honor to report, for your information, that a Mr. Cadwallader, Superintendent on

Colonel Fyer's Estate, near Mailkoondah, was brought to the Hospital yesterday in a dying state,
and expired a few hours afterwards ; that he hasno relations ; and there is no one who will take the

ibili ] i e circuls I understand that you are the proper
bility of burying bim. Under these clrcumstanc.es, : ¥ prope
T and I beg that you will give orders that the body be removed

this afternoon.

ORDER THEREON, 27th June 1866, No. 640,
s to His Excellency the Governor in Council that the Zillah J udge
at a station cannot properly be r_equire.d to ullflertake the duty of providing for the
interment of Europeans dying in indigent czrcumstar.lces, or without relatives or
friends at hand. The duty is one that can be convement]y performed by thf; Ma-
gistracy of the District. The expenses, when they are not unusually large, will. be
passed in the Magisterial Contingent Bills, under paragraph 254, Clgmpter VII, of the

Yoot itor’s Manual. '
(Avll2AudIltt‘:'i:l be the duty of the Magistrates in all cases fo ascertain whether the

£ any property, and to apply to the parties or ofﬁcc'ars who may
ased havele Ao a’ refund of the expenses incurred. Claims for fune-

are, it is observed, payable before the expiration of the time allowed
’

he estates of deceased persons, and will, therefore, in most

No. 146.
It appear:

dece cft 8 .
administer or distribute it for

ral charges

“for the distribution of ¢

ive immediate attention. - . .
cases{’s mcg;:lered that copies of these Proceedings be furnished to all Magistrates of

Districts. (True Extract) .
Acting Chief Secretary.
To the Magistrate of | "
Accountant General.

»

Exd.J. H. Burns. *®
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