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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
22nd June 1866.
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No. 132. Read the following Procecdings of Government in the Military Departe

ment, dated 13th June 1866, No. 2008. '
Passing orders on the proposal to pass} (Vide Proceedings, Military Dept., dated

out certain Students of the Medical 13th June 1866, Nos, 208—-30 1)

College as Assistant Apothecaries.

No. 133. ORDER THEREON, 22nd June 1866, No. 627.

‘ To be recorded. .

(Bigned) J. D. SIM,
Acting Chief Secretary.

Exd. J. Tulloch.



MILITARY DEPARTMENT.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following papers:—

Memo. from the Adjutant reneral... coveeens  eeeerenn Here enter 12th April 1866, No. 22.
Memo. from the Ag. Chief Secy. to Govt., Edul. Dept. 4th June 1866, No. 210.
From the Offg. PL. Inspr. Genl. Medl. Dept...... ' Sth " No. 210.

Memorandum from the Adjutant General, Head Quarters, Ootacamund, 12th April
1866, No. 22 ; to the Secretary to Government, Military Department, Fort Saint

George.

In submitting the within letter from the Principal Inspector General Medical
Department, the Commander-in-Chief has the honor to state that as Mr. Shaw points
out that the present strength of the Medical Subordinate Department is insufficient
to meet the requirements of the service, it is highly expedient that immediate
measures should be taken to ascertain whether any of the students of the senior
Department now in the college, (without reference to the period they may have
been under tuition) are qualified for admission into the service : and if so that they
be at once promoted to Assistant Apothecaries.

9. Bis Excellency further requests the orders of Government on the sugges-
tion of Mr. Shaw, that 100 pupil candidates be immediately entertained, to meet

the future wants of the Department.

From Inspector Gencral of Hospitals J. inci a :
rf)epartil‘:gn:? I*g'i CSaim Georgéj 28thMaxilﬁA£‘é,6(§,0rN?e12P ln??opzzlheh:(%elftt:;b %eer;;l;ill.Medlcal
I have the honor to bring to the notice of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, that the
Medical Subordinate Establishment is at present so much below the authorised strength, that it is
impossible fully.to meet the requircments of the service.
2. In the grade of Assistant Apothecary there are at present 29 vacancies ; in that of the

Dresser, or Hospital Assistant’s grade, 134.

3. Dy the scheme for the re-organization of the Subordinate Medical Service now before
Government, it is proposed that instead of an Assistant Apothecary and 2nd Dresser to each
Native Regiment as at present, a Ist class Hospital Assistant (a 1st Dresser) anda 3rd class
Hospital Assistant, be appainted.

4. 1f this be sanctioned, the strength of the Apothecary grade will be considerably lowered,
and that of the Dresser or Hospital Assistant augmented.

5. But the Department will not be in a position to carry out the proposed change for at
least two years, it will until then be necessary to continue the system of posting Assistant Apo-
thecaries to Native Regiments.

6. Ilis Excellency is aware that the Medical Subordinate Service is supposed to be kept
efficient by youths annually transferred from the senior or 3rd Military Class at the Medical College,
but this year the college can only supply 8, a number quite insufficient to meet the immediate

wants of the service.

7. Tt appears to me to be absolutly necessary to pass out, as Assistant Apothecaries, as many

of the 2nd year students as may be found fairly qualified, after a less rigorous examination than

those of the third year.

. 8. Of this class there are only 12, and of these 6 are what are called ‘‘ remanded students,”
who have already been at the Medical College the full authorised time of three years. The;e

+¢ remanded smdents" are lads, who either from mental incompetence or idleness were considered

unfit to pass into a higher class, and were detained in their former class for another year, instead

of having been dismissed, as they ought to have been. Ifthese ‘‘ remanded students” il in

their examination, it would be well that the examiners be requested to report whether it is desira-

ble to retain them any longer as Military Students.

9. Should all the students, which is very improbable, pass out, still only 20 of the vacancies

would be filled up.



4. Lo‘oking then (1) at the evident unfitness of the youths in the 2nd class of the 2nd De-
partmen.t to pass out of the college, and (2) at the fact that the present pressure on the Apothecary
grade will be felt for a very short period, at the expiration of which the number of men in the grade

will actually be in excess of the requirements, I have the honor to recommend that sanction be
withheld from the first of Mr. Shaw’s proposals.

R na————

From the Principal, Medical College, Madrag, 26th April 1866 . i
P nstruatioapay, Medi pri » No. 198 ; to the Director of Pub-

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the Proceedings of the Director of Public In-

. ey truction, No. 760
*“ Mr. Smith is requested to report, as early as practicabl : \ ° .
Mr. Shaw's propesal that the members ofy the’:)'an classe’o}q;zz dated  Madars, 18th

2nd Department of the Medical College should be brought up for April-1866, and to sub-

examination in May next, and that after a less rigorous test th i i i
; ) ] an mit for your information,
that laid down for the 3rd or senior class of the same Depart- ’

ment, they should be passed out as Assistant Apoth : "= the report called for in
Sound fairly qualified for the duties of the gr'adee’ scaries, f paragraph 2 of the said
communication. *

2. The cl iath
t One student was remanded in the 2nd class, Principal Ie class alluded to by t.he Offciating
and five in the lst or junior class of the incipai Inspector General consists of twelve
2nd Department. N lads, of whom six are remanded students.t

3. To decide the point whether these lads in their second year of college study, can, in any
correct sense, be regarded as ‘* fairly qualified” to perform the duties of the Apothecary grade, it
will be necessary to inquire, Ist into the nature of the duties expected of the Apothecary grade ;
2ndly, into the details of the professional training sanctioned by Government for that grade ; and

3rdly, into the character of the examination to be undergone before lads can be transferred to the
service as Assistant Apothecaries.

4. The nature of the duties demanded of the Apothecary grade may be summarized thus :—

The duties of Apoth inei
3 Vide letter to the address of the Direstor 4, endent. oft a:nd pod ecax.'y“a.re fnncxpal}y
of Public Instruciion, No.193, dated 9tk P » olien independent ; but, { placed in
March 1864, paragraph 16. whatever position he may be, by the exigencies

of the service, it is expected of him that he shall
intelligently perform the duties which devolve upon him. Whilst under the immediate orders of

his Medical superior, the subordinate is literally his Assistant Surgeon, assisting in all the Medi-
cal and Surgical duties of the Hospital ; he is, moreover, the house Surgeon, acting on every
emergency in the absence of the Officer in charge ; he is the Apothecary, to compound and dispense
medicines ; the clerk, to keep the records; and the Store-keer, in charge of the medicines,
instruments and apparatus. He is also the usual Medical Attendant of the sepoys’ families and of
the camp followers, and, when the Medical Officer is sick or absent, he becomes the professional
sdviser of all from the highest to the lowest, and is expected to be equal to the responsibilities of
his position. In addition to the general run of his dependent duties, he may be called upon, at
any moment, to assume charge of detachments of troops, whether European or Native with their
Officers. It has been frequently found necesssary to place him in charge of a wing, and at times
of a whole Native Regiment. Outposts, small Jails, Police Corps and Collectors Establishments
are frequently committed to his care, and ships full of troops have, ere now, sailed with a Medical
Subordinate as the only Medical Officer on board. When in Medical charge, he is, of course, the
Physician, Surgeon, Accoucheur and Medical Jurist of his charge. The Coroner takes his
evidence when no Medical Officer is at hand, and thus the Government and the public demand from
him, and receive from him an assistance, which only a carefully and practically educated profes-
gional man can give.”

5. The professional training laid down by Government, within little more than a year,| as
necessary to ensure the requisite qualifications

| Order No. 84, dated 29th March 1865. for these important and responsible duties, em-
braces a two years' course of hospital training

before joining college, and a three years’ curriculum of professional study in college.

v

hewing the pre-collegiate hospital training and collegiate course of study required
TaBLE shewiDg -

of students of the second Department.

—
_____——————./””_‘—— . . .
Pre-collegiate ‘ Collegiate curriculum.
course. ! SN
— 3rd year
A rd year.
' ond ' 2nd year.
1st year. y;u'. 1st year - B
_— —_— T “ .
o Medicine.
Anatomy.
S Anatqﬂzy- Physiology: i{qx(‘ige}'fy : d diseases of
‘ Chemistry. sica Surgery. idwifery and dise
S Materia IM (?h;m. Medicine. womin alnd children.
°® Practica ’ Dissections and De- Ophthalmology.
T w Practical Phar. monstrations. Hygiene.
= ;E;‘ Practical Pharm. Dissections and Demonstra-
") R . tions.
. Surgery . : .
210% E g’i’,’ﬁal_ gery Operative and minor Sur-
Ea S tion at the Ge-|  gery. .
S5 Z, Inf.t:;la‘i lHospif;al. Clinical instruction at the
fg | 3 Hospital Attendance. General Hosplta,l,_ E)_re
S @ = Infirmary and Lying-in
B& | Hospital.
2N
I

<Medica1 Subordinate Department as Assistant Apothe-
mination in the theory and practice of their profes-
ominated for that purpose by superior authority. On
. :ve from the hands of His Excellency the Governor,
ination, they receive
y the examinatiom,

of the college, & formal certi ey have been ‘¢ duly

sificate to the effect that th . .
\ 1fl c,l ¢ qua.lilﬁed”lfor the performanee of the duties of ‘‘ Assistant
e been foun

6. Before lads are transferred to. the .
caries, they must have passed a.searclfliling :xn
sion, before a Committee of Medical Officers,

passing successfull
at the anniversary
examined,”” and hav
Apothecary.” | |
p rincipal Inspector General desires to secure as Assistant

7. The lads, whom the Officiating I a professional education as follows :—

eived, at the cloge of June,

Apothecaries, will have rec
i urriculum.
Pre-collegiate Collegiate ¢
course. . e
—_——‘/’- .
T 2nd year- 3rd year.
ar.
1st year. 2nd year. 1st ye A
P———
S S
Anatomy.
%E;:i(:)rﬁ)gy. ghysiology-
i rgery.
ool | YT,
Materia Medica. None.
-1 ] Dissections and
g 5 Demonstrations.
A “ Practical Pharmacy.
Minor Surgery. .
; Clinical instruction at
Dispensary: the General Hospital.
I from a comparison of it with the table at paragraph 5,

. .- : and, .

From an examind ich ~ thtlsﬂ’:fiemlcel’ose of this session, these lads will hav.e had but two years of
it will be obser.ved that,fa ther, that they have had no pre-collegiate hospital training atall. Of
college instruction, and, furtie’s ery they will have had but one stead of two courses,

. icine and surg .. .
the fundamental subjects of medicine he Medical Subordinate Service in total ignorance

X they will enter t ¢
wd ¥ d;'aﬂe‘z 0‘:: Zfsz(;ls]:sg ‘:f w?;nen and children) of dieases of the Eye, of Hygiene, and of
of Midwifery (an

Operative Surgery.
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8. At the close of the present session the

professional education secured by the six remanded
students will be as follows :—

Pr ecf)?ll,l-seg_mte Collegiate curriculum. f
, | —
Ist year. |2nd year. 1st year. 2nd year. 3rd year. |
4 Botany. Anatomy. Anatomy.
Anau')my. ' Physiology. Physiolfoygy.
Physiology. . Chemistry. Surgery.
Chemistry, Medicine.
g $ Materia Medica.
2 2 Dissections and
Demonstrations.
Practical Pharmacy.
’ . b Minor Surgery,
. Dispensary, { Dispensary. Clinical instruction at
[ the General Hospital.

_—
ave been studied by them
) Lo . imperfectly also,* and
*Barker, having been remanded in his 2nd year, will have attend- 4,4 the ad d sub

ed two courses each of Medicine and Surgery. . , anced sub-
tMidwifery, dc., Hygiene, diseases of the Eye, Operative I°°% marginally indi-

Surgery. catedt still remain to
‘ be entered upon.

From this table it may be gathered that Medicine and Surgery will h

9. The Officiating Principal Inspector General proposes that these half educated lads should
be submitted to a * less rigorous examination,”’ and, if ** found fairly qualified”” for the duties of the
Apothecary grade, they should be passed out of college to meet the immediate requirements of
the service. It is evident from the facts I have tabulated above, that in their cage the final
examipation must be not only **less rigorous’ in its demands in the matter of Medicine and Sur-
gery, but must also be so changed in character, as tq leave out four important subjects altogether.
Under these circumstances, T cannot see how certificates can be granted to these lads, to the
effect that they are ¢ fairly qualified” to perform the duties of the Apothecary grade.

10. To usher intothe Apothecary grade a batch of lads very imperfectly educated, and
therefore practically unfit for the work of the Subordinate Department, is a very serious step to
take, considering that human life is concerned. A similar step was taken in 1857, in a time of War
and of extreme exigency, but to have recourse to such an expedient in time of Peace, when no
unforeseen pressure ought to exist, appears to me to be most objectionable. Already, by the step
taken in 1857, one Assistant Apothecary out of every five is under-educated, and if we add to these
this batch of twelve lads, then in a service noted for its general intelligence, professional educa-
tion and efficiency, one out of every four will have received certificates of qualification on the
results of anomalous and insufficient examinations.

11. 1t would afford me satisfaction to be able to remove the embarrassments of the Head of
the Medical Department by any legitimate means within my power. But I do not see how these
embarrassments can possibly be relieved by the employment of insufficiently educated lads, whe
have secured a fictitious certificate, granted, on passing a fictitious examination. At best, such
lads would be mere stop-gaps, dangerous shams, occupying a position at once dangerous to the sick,
unjust to themselves, unfair to the service, and calculated to bring discredit upon this institution.
The pressure complained of can last but for a very short time, for, within two years, there will
actually be a considerable number of Medical Subordinates of the Apothecary grade supernume -

rary to the sanctioned establishment, as de’ter-t
i ' heme.* Is it no
1 ber of mined by the proposed new sc .
; «—present autho?-zzed num . ; pschome.® 1o i v
' zg?:it-lntp Apothecaries 181 actual o sible that a pressure so temporary

strength 162 : add 29 the number called be tided over, by employing, for a time,—as has

the .\ . a
Jor, total le-thp mp;“;lr;(ti:e%gg’_h_n%nbgr been done before—pensioned Apothearies an
Asgsistant Apothecar

. der the mew scheme 89, Dressers, rather than b;t adopting the ex.treullle
supernuntzz'ra?]gn: ';zalf of the whole grade. and inconvenient expedients suggested in the
an )
e communication under report ?

d to add that there are other grouflds of objection‘ to tlhe proposlz(xil
12. I may be. a,llo".e ] 91 Inspoctor General, to the most important of which a on'e, wou

made by the Ofﬁciat.xn'g PrmClPa So late as on the 18th of Novemlfer 1864, a Cox.mmtte.e w:s
1, in conclusion, solicit attention. uire into the working of the M.edlf:a.l f}ollege, with a vie:v ,o
appointed by Government to. enghe eperal arrangements of that mst.ltutlon. The Commit ile 8
submitting suggestions regarding o i 20 confirmed in all essential points by Government, under
Report, dated 2nd December li :1 ht into operation, as regards the co}lege, at the- commence-
date 29th March 1865, and Washro ia.re fully considered arrangements will for some time to come
ment of session 186:?(-166: . 311: :wzs:)roposals contained in paragraph 15 of the letter under review
be summarily set aside, 1

t' ‘ -
b e Gov'emmen osed for what is, after all, but a temporary exigency, are unsound in
13. The remedies prop

. tice. They establish, moreover, a l?erplexing preceden:x, a,n(i1 .m{dtlat;:
e D e ermanent injury to the service a8 a whole, to the individua
a line of action likel_y t czuS:O pthis institution, and, on these sev'eral grounds, I beg most
composing thatt serv:cz;r:;tly to deprecate their acceptance and sanction by Government.
respectfully, but mos

‘el eral Medical Department, Fort Saint
e P“é}f 1p§101112s1p§<;>t22 (il?: Secretary to Government, Military
, No.

principle, and

the Officiati
Frg‘rrcr;orgl'e, 9th June 18

Depastnet our memorandum of the 6th instant, calling upon me to

With .re.ference to g;r of additional Assistant Apothecaries actually needed to
state the minimom mz:nof the service, and to report, with reference to objections
meet the requlremefli in the Educational Department to the premature removal
which have b,e en fa le " ¢ the 2nd class students, 2nd Department, whether the
from the Medical Ci(:f} ?gjt;)y urgent to make it expedient to meet it by the tempo-
uf ;;nsioned Medical Subordinates.

2. In reply, I have the honor to

existing want is s
rary employment o)

.......... 1 1 2 table in the
Body Guard...... oo wmseree e 4 call your a:ttentlon to the table in th
TR ALAT VI 4 margin, which shows the number, 183, of

* e C va ry g ...... ap ser seee >
io%lefiie Ianfa:?try 11’69‘3 42 app?lntments suppo§ed to .be filled by
Sappers and Mme);cmlreqmreme" is. 60 Assistant Apothecaries, whilst we have
Gaw'zs??zs,za(fcpweZZrtment .................. 3 actually only 145 on our returns. In
f’ggggc;ﬁ ---------------- 2? paragraph 5 of my letter to the Adjutant
Foreign States....... S —— General of the 28th March last, I ex-
183

test. Apothecaries. 145 plamed. why Assx.stant Apothecaries are
Present strength of .Asst. — immediately required.

g .o coar IEERE R LXX4 3 ]
s sesss 3 I
1’ a”l@n ceees sesescccare 8
Slck..-........-- TR TR LR A R ersrececaves ; aie all(}aady al)l")lllted :‘)'nd

Total wanting..- 45 gants to some Native Corps, but the former
T Class is so much below the authorized

trenoth. that I have only been able to introduce the proposed change into a few
strength,

Regiments.




.. .

_ 4. From this explanation, I hope you will see how urgent are the wants of
the pepartment. . It 1s undoubtedly a disadvantage to call lads from college, wh
are imperfectly educated, but I see no alternative. This was done in 18?7, anz
the lads so leaving were subjected, before promotion, to an examination up-cm;ntry

5. I do not think their places could be taken by pensioned Apothecaries, of
whom I understand there is little chance of getting more than four or ﬁvelzes, Od
t}'xese men are even inferior to those entertained in 1857-58 ; the best of the, -
su?ned Apothecaries are nearly all employed. Since 1857-58, a great dem d}‘)l?n-
arisen for this class. I have had several applications from, coffec plant::s a(;
others, to ‘recommend pensioned Apothecaries to take Medical charge of th'
estates; this, with the Irrigation Companies and the Emigrant ships hagve carriod
off the most energetic and intelligent of this class. - , camed

6. With reference to what is the minimum number of additional Assistant
Apothecaries actually required to meet the present requirements of the servicean't
appears to me that the best answer I can give is, that there is full occupation fo ’ ;l
the lads of the 3rd and 2nd classes of the 2nd or Military Department of th MrZ'
cal College,—there are eight in the 1st, and twelve in the 2nd class, in all :\ve::t_;-

7. T enclose a copy of a letter* which I addressed to the Adjutant General
S on the 2.9th ultimo, pointing out amongst
0. 191. other things, that in consequence of hav-
ing learned that the Committee lately sit-

ting in Calcutta has recommended that this Presidency shall continue to suppl
Medical Subordinates to Burmah, Mysore, the Straits and the Hyderabad assigxf:ei
Districts, that I was obliged to modify paragraph 10 of my letter, No. 121 of the

28th March last. . ' '

You are aware that in paragraph 7 of the “scheme,” (G. O. G., 17th
March 1866) it was laid down that Medical Subordinates should not be with-
drawn from the Madras Establishment to meet the wants of other Governments.

From the Officiating Principal Inspector General Medical Department, Fort Saint G
May 1866, No. 191; to the Adjutant General. wnt George, 20th
1 have the honor to request, With reference to my letter No. 121 of the 28th March last, that
you will be so good as to ascertain whether His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief has any objec-
tion to an advertisement being issued for the entertainment of 100 pupil candidates, as recom-
mended in the last paragraph of the communication above referred to.

2. 1 would beg to remark, with regard to paragraph 10 of my letter above referred to, that
the Commission lately sitting in Calcutta has recommended the introduction of the principle of
seconding in regard to all Subordinates in civil employ, and that the Madras Presidency shall
continue to supply subordinates to the Civil Governments ot Burmah, Mysore, the Straits and
Hyderabad assigned Districts. Under these circumstances, I do not apprehend any great reduc-
tion in the numbers of the Apothecary grades, and to provide a sufficient number for the public
gervice, I think it is necessary that permission be accorded to the entertainment of 25 paid

candidates.

3. 1beg to solicit the early orders of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and Govern-
ment, regarding these recommendations, as the time has arrived when candidates should be called

up by public advertisement.

Ozper, No. 2008, 13th June 1866.

" Ordered that the foregoing memorandum from the Edlfcatinnal Depar.tmfmt;
be communicated to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and the Principal
Inspector General Medical Department. | |

9. Adverting to the concluding clause of the first’ paragraph of the memo-

randum, and to the remarks of the Director of Public Instruction and the Principal
f th ’M dical College, on the prop0531 of the Officiating Principal Inspector
s , Assistant Apothecaries, the 2nd Class Stu-.

into the service, as . .
General, to pass out 1nto ’ the Government will not object to

di llege

dents of the 2nd Department Medical Co , ‘ ’
ﬂf: lju;)s in question being examined as proposed by Mr. blzaw, should His Excel-
lency the Commander-in-Chief determine that the measure 18 absolutely necessary

for the conduct of the public service,—the result of the examination being

reported for the further orders of Government. . .
3. The Governor in Council sanctions the immediate engagement of 100

pupil candidates to meet the future wants of the Department.
(True Extract.)

% > % Mayor @eneral,.
Becretary to

overnment.

To the Adjutant General.

, Educational Department, i b .

:. Principal Inspector Gﬁ“ D‘:Pm &

" Public Department. 4. { .
Controller of Military Acconk

Military Accountant.

Examiner Pay Department.

Bxd. J. E, Cashart.
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