M.R.0. 1 —96,000—16-10-38,

MADRAS RECORD OFFICE.

L ————————

Govérnment of Madras.

/%44~ DEPARTMENT.

 Not to be folded or roughly handled




¥

Proceedings of the -Madras Government, Public Department,. s .
| 22nd June 1866,

P,

e e LU

2.130.  Read rthe following letter from the Officiating Principal Inspector
General, Medical Department, to. the Chief Secretary to Government,
Fort Baint George; dated Fort Saint George, 31st May 1866, No. 194.

~ With advertence to paragraphs 8, 14, and 16 of the Order of Government mar-

] ginally noted, I have the honor to sub-
mit, for the consideration of Government,
reports from the Medical Officers of the
eneral Hospital, Eye Infirmary, and Lying-in-Hospital, showing the working of
e newly introduced system of clothing and dieting in the two first Institutions,

«d the effect of the alteration in the mode of distribution of the money allowance
the latter.

slic Department, No. 1016, 28th September 1865,

2. It appears that the new rulesin regard to clothing at the General Hos-
sital have not tended much to the reduction of expense. On an average, only six
of the Civil patients have provided their own clothing. I wowld recommend that
n future it be optional with the Civil patients to use their own linen, &ec., or that
orovided by the Hospital. -~ . =

* 3. The new arrangements for dieting the in-patients of the Eye Infirmary,

and abolishing the money allowance to out-patients, are spoken well of by Dr. Smith,
I think it should be continued on its pregent footing. -
)

4. As regards the Lying-in-Ilospital, the changes have not been so satisfactory,
and a.great reduction in the number of accouchments has taken place since the
abolition of the daily batta. To enable Government to understand this question,
I will briefly refer to the history of the Lying-in-Hospital. .

5. 1In 1844, this Hospital was erccted by pri\éate subseription, but the Subor-
dinate Medical assistance, medicine, and diet were supplied by Government. The
Medical duties were performed gratuitously by six of the Medical Officers at
Madras. _

8. In 1847, when a Professorship of Midwifery was estdblished in the Medica]
Cullege, the Government assumed the sole charge of the Hospital, and appointed the
Professor of Midwifery to the Medical charge. Since this period the building has
Jbeen added to considerably. . o : '

7. Previous to the 15th of June 1847, the patients were dicted by the Com-
missariat ; this plan was found to be inconvenient, and from that period, with the
sanction of Government, until the first of November last, a éaily money allowance
of 2 Annas was granted to each patient, a sum somewhat less than the Commis-
sariat could supply diet at. This system acted admirably, and no Institution could
go on more smoothly, and, judging from an extended personal experience, I think
there was as little imposition by patients as could well be. Every precaution was
taken to prevent it, as the rule, upon a patient presenting herself for admission, was
that the matron should satisfy herself that the woman was pregnant, and if she
considered that she was within a fortnight or so of her confinement, she was takcn
into hospital ; if not, the matron told her about what time she ought to return.
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8. Matrons are not infallible as to the period when a confinement is to take

place, neither are Medical men, and it is well known how frequently mistakes upon
this matter are made,

9. The rule under which pregrant woman are at present admitted is rather
_ vaguely expressed, and it is not unlikel
hggfﬁfaﬁr:;f gremment, Iith Seplembor 1865, page 4} ot the Hospital ’authorities have acteﬁ
upon it rather too literally. It says a
“ Native patient confined in the hospital to have a donation of Rupees 2 ;" this ap-
pears to have been interpreted to mean that a woman is not to be admitted into
Hospital till she is in labor ; at least, if admitted she is to support herself until then.
This, with the large proportion of the applicants, is tantamount to denying them
admission into the hospital. I understand from Mr. Cornish, who was a Member of
the Committee reviewing Civil Medical Establishments, that the Committee’s recom-
mendation was not made with a view to abolish the daily issue of batta, but to
limit it, in ordinary cases, to a period of fiftecn days.

10.  Since the year 1850, there has been a progressive annual increase in the
number of accouchments, with the exception of one year ; and this continued until
November last, when the new system of giving the money donation came into ope-

ration, Six months’ experience has shown that this change has been attended with
unexpected and unfortunate results.

11. The number of confinements during the six months commencing in
November last were—

Norvr, Decr.  Jany.  Feby. March, April.

. 77 75 64 50 63 49 or 378
against 125 110 96 85 69 90" or 575,

the average numbers confined in the corresponding months of the four preceding
years ; this shows a falling off of nearly 200 confinements in this short period.

12.  Another result has been that, consequent upon the paucity of patients,
the numbers in that most useful class, ‘‘ the Nurse Pupils”, have been decreased.

13. I have made the following rough table of the daily expense of each Native
patient in the following Hospitals :—

A, P
General Hospital... ... ... ... 10 5
Lunatic Asylum... 6 6
Eye Infirmary... 6 0
Vepery... 6 6
Triplicane 77
Lying-in-Hospital... ... ... .. 4 6 32

which shows that, with the daily payment of 2 Annas, and including the propor-
tion of charges for servants, it is the least expensive to Government ofall the In-
stitutions receiving in-patients.

»;’rw;;dings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,

22nd June 1866,

14. Iattach atable shewing the average daily cost for each Native patient in
the Lying-in-Hospital for the five months preceding the 1st of November 1865,
and the five following. Thisshows the expense for each in the first period to have
been 5 Annas, and that it increased in thesecond to 1 Rupee 07 of a Pie. This
is due chiefly to the fixed Establishment being the same for a large, as for are-
duced number of patients.

15. I can see no reason why the old system of issuing daily batta, which has
stood the test of 19 years’ experience, should not be reverted to. It is the cheapest,
and by far the least troublesome plan.

16. The Native women who apply for relief are generally very poor, many
having no home in Madras, having come from distant places. These poor creatures—
unable, when far advanced in pregnancy, to work for their livelihood—are true
objects of charity. '

17. Ifit be deemed inexpedient to revert to the money allowance, I would
suggest that the poorer applicants be dieted for the period - they stay in Hospital,
at the Government expense.

18. This arré.iig‘eihent would be moro costly than the issue of batta, but in.

some respects it would be more satisfactory, enabling the Medical Officer to vary

‘the food occasionally, and preventing the use of unsuitable articles of diet.

-
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Lying-in- Hospital and Dispensary.
Table exhibiting the average cost per patient.

Ofig. Principal Inspr. Genl., Medical Department.

(Signed) J. SHAW, Inspector General of Hospitals,
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From Surgeon J. L. PAUL, u. p., and a. u., Surgeon of the General Hospital, to the Deputy
Inspector General of Hospitals, Presidency Davision ; "dated Madras, 15th May 1868,
No. 230. .

Since November last, all persons having clothing of their own were requested to wear it while
in Hospital, and the resulf has becn that a daily avorage of 4% men have done so, while 76 wore
the Hospital dress. At no time did the number wearing their own clothing exceced 7 per day ;
and on some occasions the number fell to 2. At the date of this Report there
ing their own clothes ; and of these, one is an Assistant A
one a Lieutenant Colonel.

are 6 persons wear-
pothecary, and one the Steward’s son, il

2. Civil patients wearing their own clothes complain that they have a difficulty in getting
them washed and renewed. In several instances, although patients commenced to wear their own
clothes on admission, they ‘subsequently applied for Hospital clothing, their own being worn out,
soiled, or more frequent changes required than they themselves could sapply.

3. Besides being in most instances inconvenient to the patients themse
making them wear their own clothing is not a cleanly onc, and gives
unsymmetrical appearance.

lves, the system of
ihe Wards an untidy and

I recommend all Hospital patients to be clothed.
(Signed) H. W. PORTEOUS,
Dy. Inspr. Genl. of Hospitals,
Presidency Division.
From Surgeon Major G. SMITII, a. ., Superintendent of the Eye Infirmary, to the Deputy Inspec-
tor General of Ilospitals, Presidency Division ; dated Madras, 18th May 1866, No. 46.
1 have now the honor to submit the report called for by Government in paragraph 16 of Order
Ko. 1016, dated 28th September 1865. The order is as follows —— :
““The Eye Infirmary the Committce consider to be on the whole economicall
recommend the abolition of allowances and the dieting of in-patients.

As an experimental
measures, the Government sanection this, subject to report after a trial of six months."”
o

2.  The system which obtained in this Hospital up to the 1st of November last, of giving
each Native in-patient a daily allowance of 2
Annas for board, instead of providing the re-

quisite dict at the expense of Government, was
one which was eminently open to objection. Under such s system, it was impossible to regulate

the diet of patients, to keep a sufficient check upon the conduct of the Hospital cook, to avoid im-
position on the part of the patient, or transference of part of the sum for the use of relatives and

friends. The system put a premium upon feigned and factitious diseases, and direetly induced
dishonest patients to thwart the objcets of Gov.

ernment, by adopting cvery means in their power
to prolong disease. It ig consequently a matter of congratulation tha the new gystem of dieting
patients has been introduced. It hashitherto worked well ; malingering, if not entircly put a stop
to, is yet of rare occurrence, inasmuch as the chief inducement to it, namely the facility of saving

money out of the daily allowance, has now become impossible. The new system 18 a more expen-
sive one to Government, but it is the only safe one i1 practice, and sound one in principle.
3. The total abolition, from the 1st of November last, of the daily dole of 1 Anna to out-

patients is also a step essentially sound in prin.
ciple. The system had its advantages, especi-

ally in the earlier years of the Institution, before
it had sccured puvlic confidence, but the necessity of its continuance on

exists. It attracted the peorcr classes to the Hospital, who would othe
diseases ; it afforded a pittance to the poor cooly to save him from want, while it held out no
inducement to him, if an honest man, {o prolong his disease ; it induced pauper mothers, who
were carning an uncertain daily wage, to forego it for some days, that they might bring their
sick children for treatment ; it induccd pauper strangers fro

m the neighbouring villages to
resort to Madras for treatment ; and it encouraged many to bring to Hoepital their aged relativ
and friende thouzh, hy doing so, they had to lose their daily hire or dally carnings in th

y managed, but

Remarks on the money allowance to in-patients,

Remarks on the abolition of batta to out.patients.

this ground no longer
rwise have neglected their

€3

@ bazaar,
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The system too was cconomical, as regards Government, for it enabled the Surgeon to treat as
out-patients many cases, which, under other circumstances, he would have admitted to IT ospital.

4. With the abolition of this donation, such classes of thc community, as 1 have indicated
above, have suffered loss. Ilad it been possible to have restricted tho batta to sueh and such like,
the arrangement would have proved to many a timely help and blessing ; but here lay the difficulty.

5. 1In 1863, soon after asswning charge of this Institution, I placed additional restrictions
upon the issue of batta, and endeavoured to carry out the spirit of the Government's intention, by
giving it the needy and destitute, and withholding it from the ‘scheming, the dissipated, and the
doubtful. An immediate diminution in the number of paticnts attending Hospital resulted.

6. The disadvantages of the out-patient batta system far outweigh its advantages, cven if
the system be worked upon a principle of definite and careful restriction. Notwithstanding all
precautions, the Surgeon is often deceived. Discases are feigned and fabricated ; actual disease
is kept up ; and surreptitious means are devised for securing the allowance. Discase is actually
increased by the system, and all the worst features of scheming and over-reaching are developed.
I have known cases of disease of the eyes fabricated mechanically close to the Hospital, the cye-
washes being thrown openly into the street, when the usual batta had been withheld. The gystem,
in short, is one which, work it as you may, has a distinet tendency to foster disease and crime.

Under such a system, unless most narrowly restricted, the number of out-patients might be
increased to an extent only limited by the expenditure.

In such a case, numbers would form no
criterion of success.

7. Now, that the inducements arising from daily allowances of money to in and out-patients
have been withdrawn, the Institution will show, at the expense of reduced numbers it may be, its
true and healthy operation.

8. My Annual Reports for 18G3-64-65 show the history of the question in its connection
with my own experience.

9. Since the total abolition of the out-patient batta on the 1st of November lagt, this Insti-
tution has held its ground, as regards numbers, cxcept in the item of out-patients of the lowest
class. Other causes besides the abolition of the batta, however, are, and have been for some time
in operation to reduce the numbers of this class of patients ; the most important of which is tlx;
absence, since 1861, of any severe epidemic of Catarrhal Ophthalmia ;—

Table shewing the prevalence of Catarrhal Ophthalmia among the patients of the Eye Infirmary
during the last six years. ) )
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10, Tn my opinion, it would be a retrograde step to fall hack upon the arrangewents in forze

prior to 1st November 1865.

11.  The appended Talles embrace all the more interesting and important facts connected
with this subject,

Proseedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,

Tasre No. 1.

TasLe showing the operation of the money allowance system of the Eye Infirmary (a), when in full operation, 1860-61-62; and (b), when modified as regards

out-patients, 1863-64-65.
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Superintendent Eye Infirmary.

G. SMITH, M. p.,

(Signed)
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9. It should not be overlooked that the Tlospital is also a school for the Students of the Col-
lege, who attend to acquire a knowledge of practical midwifery, before being sent out to practice,
and, in this respect, numbers are as important an clement of instruction as difficult cascs.

10.  Instruction and practice are also afforded to a class of pupils qualifying as midwives, who,
after receiving their diploma, are gradually dispersed through this and the other Presidencies to
practice. The importance of persons of this class being properly educated and taking the pluce of
the self-taught and ignorant nurse, is fully appreciated wherever they are met with. Numlbers
for their practical instruction are, of course, essential.

11. The effect of the recent order, in respect to the admission of Soldiers’ wives, should also
be mentioned. The Certificate required is difficult to obtain, as it involves the idea, when a Medical
Officer signs it, that he is incapable of treating the special complaint. The want of the necessary
Instruments, &e., may alone be the cause of incapacity, but this is not mentioned in the Cextifi-
cate, and what advantage may be obtained in treating speclal complain'ts in a special Hospital is
practically denied to Soldiers’ wives. A case occurred not long since, in which a Soldier's wife re-
quiring an operation, by no means difficult to perform, presented herself at the Hospital, and
went back to procure the Certificate. She, however, failed to return, and it is ascertained that she
died shortly after from the effects of hemorrhage, which would have been prevented by the opera-
tion. As no woman could be refused admittance who denies that her hushand 13 @ Soldier, the ope-
ration of the rule may be evaded by the dishonest, while those with better principle will suffer
from the restriction which it entails.

12. One other point should also be adverted to, viz., the cost of cach patient per mensem.
With the large number of confinements during the year 1864, embraced in the calewlation of the
Committee, it was ascertained to be Rupees 8-7-9, for each patient per mensem.  Now,
with the same fixed Establishment, a much smaller number of patic
lowance to them for the time they are in [ospital, it is found to L

however,
nts, and a higher rate of al-
ave inereased to Rupees 31-12-0
Appendix . each per mensen, since-lst November la:ft. The
total expenses for the 5 months preceding st
November 1865 being Rupees 5292-8-1, against Rupees 3006-14-8, for the 5 months following
that date.
Lyvixg-1x-IlospiTar,

(Signed) W. IT. ITARRIR, . 1.,
Mapras, 2nd May 1866.

Superintcndent, Lying-in-Hospital.

“Appendices to this report not printed,’

No. 131. OrnEr THEREON, 2%nd June 1866, No. 626.

In this letter the Officiating Principal Tuspector General, Medical Depart-
ment, reports on the results of certain measures which, in September last, the Govern-

ment ordered to be adopted experimentally in the General Hospital, the Lying-in-
Hospital, and the Eye Infirmary.,

R, The measure tried in the General 1ospital was the requiring Civil patients,
not paupers, to provide their own clothing, and pay for the washing of their own
under clothing while in Ilospital.  This arrangement has been tried for six months,
and, on an average, only 4} of the Civil patients have provided their own clothing,
the daily average wearing the Hospital dress having Leen 76, The Surgeon of
the Tospital, Dr. Paul, states that the patients complain that they experience diffi-
culty 1n getting their clothes washed and renewed, and considers that the system
“1s not a cleanly one, and gives the Wards an untidy and unsvmmetrical appear-
enee.”  The Deputy Tnspector General, Dr. Porteous, Yceommends
patients to be clothed” in the dress of the Institution.
General recommonds that, ass

ol “(»IMQI
The Officiating Tuspector
he new plan cawses Httle reduction of expense, 3

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
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should be left * optional with Civil patieuts to use their own linen, &e., or Lha.t pro-
vided by the Hospital.”

3 Tt scems to Government that the best plan will be to deternine that all
patients with salarics or means above a certain rate, say 150 Rupees per nlellzelln,
should be required, as a rule, to provide their own clothing, or pay for the use of the

. . oo .
Hospital clothing, bearing also the expense of washing in both case

4. In the Lying-in-Hospital, the change prescribed‘was the abolition f)f Fhe
daily batta to Native women, at the rate of 2 Annas per diem, a,r?d the substitution
for it of a donation of 2 Rupees on leaving Hospital—the dzul).r allowance of-' 2
Annas being, however, granted after the 15th day 'Of t’l‘ea'tment, if longer retention
in Hospital be necessary —and the exclusion of soldiers wives, unles.s they‘ prod?ce
a certificate from their husband’s Departmental or Regimental Medical Officer, that
they cannot be efficiently treated under his charge.

5. The result of the first change 1s reportedv b.y the. Superintendent, Dr.
Harris, to have been a falling off in the number of Native patients of 22 per cent. on
the average of the last five years, and of 45 per cent. on the average of th.e la.st two.
The persons whom the new rule has exch'ldec'l from the b.eneﬁts of the Institution are
of the poorest class, dependent for their livelihood on daﬂ.y labor, anc'l unflble to pro-
vide their food when admitted into Hospital. The Superintendent clt.es instances of
the extreme hardship and danger to life of the new rule. The batta isless than the-
cost of dieting would be ; the plan, however, is liable to.be abused, .but sx.xch Cuses
must be rare, and any such loss is not to be compared w1t%1 thfa post1v.e ev‘11s of the
new plan, as pointed out by Dr. Harris. Moreover, the Lylfxg-1tx-I'I.osl)}tal 15 the on]'\,'
obstetric school for the students of the College, and for private midwives, a class of
practitioners much needed throughout the Presidon'cy. . The G({\'ernn1elxt con-
sider it thercfore very desirable that the old system of issuing the daily batta should
be reverted to.  This will accordingly now be done.

6. The new rule requiring the production of a certificate in the case of S.o].
diers’ wives appcars, also, from the Superintendent’s I_{epor:o, to l.lm'e b.een productive
of some hardship, and, in one case, of actual_lo'ss o.f life. I‘ht:' intention of the cer-
tificate appears to be misapprehended, and it is said to .be dlﬁicgl.t.to procure, be-
cause imagined toimply an acknowledgm(.ant‘of professional inability to treat the
case. Such an idea, if it really does prevail, is altogether erroneous, .but under no
circumstances ought an applicant to have been refused admission into Hospital,
when life was at stake, morvely for want of such a document. The Government
desire to have before them further particulars of the case referred to in paragraph
11 of Dr. Harris’ Report.

7. As to the rule itself, the Government direct that it be abrogated at once,
and that no certificate be hereafter required ; but the charge prescribed by the rules
of the Service should, as in the case of treatment in a Regimental Hospital, be
levied,

8. In the FveInfirmary, the changes ordered were the abolition of batta to the
out-patients, and the dicting (in lieu of batta) of the in-patients. The Superinten-
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FanLe No. 2.

TasLe showing the operation of the new rules, under which Native in-patients are dieted by
Government, and batta to Out-patients has been abolished.

(From st November 1865 t> 30th April 1866, 1. e., six months.)
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Nigned)  G. SMITU, w. p.,
Superintendent, Eye Infirmary.

RerorT on the working of the new system in regard to the allowance to Native patients confined
at the Lying-in-Hospital, &c., recommended by the Committee appointed to inquire into
Civil Hospital expenditure, and sancticned by Order of Government, dated 28th Septem-
ber 1865, No. 10186.

The new system of allowing a fixed money payment of Rupecs 2, in lieu of diet, to cach Native
patient confined in Hospital, having been in foree for six months since its introduction on 1st
November last, in substitution of the former practice of a daily allowance of two Annas to all
pregnant women who were admiticd for their confinement, during the time they remained in Ilos-
pital, and so great a faliing off in the number of confinements having taken place, it becomes
necessary to inquire if the great decrease sinee the lst November is in conscquence of the new
system, and if the prineiple on which the Committ o proposed the change abovementioned is
correct, and more important than the suceessful working of a flourishing Institution, the benefits

cnfitrnnos of whial © - .. .
and usefulness of which in this branch were varticipated in so lurgely, espeeially by the poorer
classes, B

5 . N o ) .
2. The accompanying returns of the namber of confinemsents during the corresponding

months of the preceding five years? exhibit
* Appendis 4. a progressive ilcreesn with o rifiLg exception
for the last year, up to the date of the intro-
duction of these changes “November 1863), asthe benefits of the Institution Lecome graiually hetter
known and more appreciated ; and it will he observed that a sudden falling off of 22 per cent.,
from the average of Native patients for the five years, and of about 5 per cent. from the number
confined in the two preceding years, occurred immediately on the introduction of the change of
system, while the slizht diminution in the number of Eucopeans aud Fust Tidinns, s readily
accounted for by the restrietion which was, at the same time, put upon the adumission of soldiers’
wives.
3. The number of confinements of Natives for the corresponding six wonths of the five pre-
ceding years have been 380, 409, 469, 393, and 565, respectively, averaging 403 for eack pé‘l'i‘)‘l of
eix months, against 315 since November last. The contrast between the Jatter and the twe pre:

AL oz iw vemer mand L - acn bt = : :
cediny years 13 very great, the decrease being 230, or wore, in the lnst half-vear
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4. The number of confinements monthly of all classes during she six months preceding No-
vember last, compared with the six months following, will also show an equally unfavorable con-
trast. They are, May 93, June 104, July 122, August 110, September 105, October 111—average
107 ; and November 77, December 75, January 64, February 50, March 63, April 49—average
63 : the total of the two periods, 645 and 378 respcetively,—decrease 267 in the last half.year,
On the other hand, the number of admigsions in the Dispensary branch for corresponding periods

in the two preceling years* was 28 against 40

* Appendix B. in this year,—and of out-patients treated, 3881
and 4243, agairst 4268—both showing an in-
crease in the lact half-year.

5. The falling off then in the Lying-in-branch is, I think, fairly attributable to the new
system. Under it, no provision is made for pregnant women, until after their confinement,
and though they are allowed to occupy the vacant ward, fev, if any, avail themselves of
the opportunity of remaining at the Ilospital awaiting their labor, as they would have to
return to their houses once or twice a day, to partake of tle family meal. The risk they
would thus incur of labor setting in during their absence frouv. Hospital is so great, that they
naturally fail to perccive the advantage of coming at all unti! the very last moment Then,
when labor pains have commenced, they find themselves uttcrly unable to walk ; and the
majority of the Natives who are confined at the Hospital, belon;ing to the poorest classes of the
community—about 85 per cent. being Pariahs, mostly either coclies or grass-cutters—possess no
means for a conveyance ; and, unless residing in the immediate neighbourhood of the Hospital, they
are thus precluded from sharing in its benefits. Kven those liviug near at hand who may attempt
to make their way to the Hospital at such a time on foot not u: frequently come to grief by the
way, or are confined within a very few minutes of their arrival (v de appendix D). A case of this
description happened about a week since: a poor woman residing at Chindadrapettah, started for
the Hospital immediately on the setting in of labor, and on the ¥ay, while making as much haste
as possible, flooding set in, and she reached the Ilospital support:d by two of her friends, with her
clothes completely saturated with blood, and she was delivered the moment she was put to bed.
Another recent case could not even reach the parturition ward, iut was delivered in the verandah,

6. Scenes of this description are not creditable to the MHcspital, the rules of which do not
encourage the admission of pregnant women in proper time. Similar cases certainly occurred be-
fore the new system was introduced, but they were comparatively infrequent, and there was a satis-
faction in knowing that the rules of the Institution were uot then at fault.

7. The daily allowance was doubtless a great boon to these poor women, who are unable te
earn their daily subsistence in the latter part of pregnancy, and it i1s e¢vident that numbers were
attracted to the Hospital by it ; but if obtaining the money was their sole object, and they possess-
ed the data on which to reckon their time correctly, why do they not come in equal number now,
when in most instances they could claim the 2 Rupces in half the time ? I think the fact of their
being overtaken by labor pains, before they are aware of their approach, is the explanation to this
question, and is also the reason of the failure of the present system.

8. Considering that the class of Native women who chiefly avail themselves of the benefits of the
Tnstitution belong to the poorcst section of the community, that they depend on their daily earnings
for their support, that they are incapable of working up to the very close of pregnancy, and that they
possess no means for conveyance to the Hospital after the setting in of labor ; considering that an
Institution of this kind is not designed to teke charge of only difficult cases of confinement, but to
afford proper treatment from the beginning, in order to prevent the di.fﬁculty which later in the pro-
gress of the labor is often irremediable as far as the saving of the lives of both mother and child
is concerned ; and considering, also, that in this country, public charities of every description are
almost entirely supported by Government, that there are no work-houses for the poor, as in Eng-
land, and no proper aid procurable by thesc poor pregnant women elsewhere—I think the question
most deserving of reconsideration, and the Institution, with its former system of working, the only

one of the kind in India which has attaincd any degree of success, worthy of their cordial support.
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dent, Dr. Smith, reports very favorably of the change. It will, therefore, be con-
tmued on the understanding that, if further trxal raises doubt of its expediency, the

question be reconsidered.
(True Extract).

Acting Chief Secretary,

To the Principal Inspector Greneral, Medical Department, with enclosures, returne
»y  Accountant General.
y,  Examiner of Claims.

£xd. J. H. Burns.
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