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No. 94. Read the following letter from the Superintendent, Government Cen-
tral Muscum, to the Chicf Sccretary to Government, Fort Saint George ;
dated Madras, 27th March 1866, No. 55.

Ihave the honor to report, for the information of Government, the want of a Coin
Cabinet for the Museum. The Iron lined glass cases now used for that purpose
are full, and I have upwards of two hundred coins which, for want of room, T am
obliged to keep in my writing table drawer, and other coins will reach me shortly
both from Bombay and Bengal.

2. As this is a want I could not foresce when my Budget Estimate was pre-
pared, I trust that Government will be pleased to authorize the Barrack Master to
supply me with a Cabinet, according to a plan which I will explain to him. The
cost will probably be from 200 to 250 Rupees.

\ 3. The present method of keeping the coins, in glass cascs exposed to pub-
- lic view, is very unsafe, and differs from that in use in every Museum in Europe,
* ') where the coins are kept in shallow drawers in a strong Cabinet enclosed by fold-
| ing doors, and the coins can only be examined in the presence of the Officer in’
. charge, or an cqually trustworthy subordinate. This plan should be adopted here,

and the first step will be the making of the Cabinet for which I now ask.

4. I nced not observe that the value of a coin is often many hundred per
cent. beyond the intrinsic value of the metal. I have, for instance, a Rupee in the
Museum for which Rupees 25 were paid, but only one other copy of this coin is
known to be in existence, and if this were stolen it could not be re-placed. The
present method of keeping the coins exposed to public view is a standing temp-
tation to the needy and ‘evil disposed, and should be abandoned as early as pos-
sible. ' ' '

No. 95. OrpEr THEREON, 18th May 1866, No. 507.

Tho Governor in Councilt authorizes the Rarrack Master to comply with the
requisition of tlie Superintendent of the Government Central Museum for a Cabi-
net, for the safe custody of the coins now in the Museum. As the Government
have decided that it is not expedient at present to incur any expenditure in the
parchase of alditional coins, it is probable that a smaller Cabinet than that contem-
plated by Captain Mitchell, when he wrote the letter above recorded, will be suf-
ficient for the purpose. |

(True Extract).

Clief Secretary.

To the Superintendent, Government Central Museum,
y»  Barrack Master.

» Accountant General,

Exd. J. II. Burns.
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