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PuBric DEPARTMENT.

No. 506.
Froxm
- A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Esq.,
Chief Secretary to the Gornment of Fort Saint George,
To

Tue SECRETARY 10 riz GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
HoME DEPARTMENT.
SIR, _

I am directed to acknowledge the reccipt of your letter of the 25th October
last, forwarding copies of a correspondence which has taken place regarding the
constitution of the Postal Depurtment, and its relations to the several local Govern-
ments, and calling for the opinion of the Governor in Council on the views and
recommendatious submitted in My, Riddell’s letter of the 22nd May last.

2., The Governor General in Council is aware that the Madras Government
have, on morc than one occasion, cxpressed their dissatisfaction with the present
constitution of the Postal Department, on the ground that under the present sys-
tem the working of an important branch of the administration is entirely removed
from the conirol and even from the cognizance of the local Government ; and.
although not prepared to endorse the very strong opinions which have been express-
ed on this point, or to recommend the abolition of the office of Director General,
the Madras Government, as at present composed, think it very desirable that some
such Rules as those suggested in the 6th paragraph of Mr. Cust’s letter of the 14th
December 1864, and in the 36th paragraph of Mr. Riddells letter of the 22nd May
1865, should be laid down, with the view of enabling the local Government to bring
their local knowledge and experience to bear upon thosc points in the management
of the Department, the settlement of which must be more or less dependant upon
local circumstances.

3. The practical suggestions which His Lordship in Council would make are
as follows :—

1st.—That no line of postal communication should he closed, or its direction oy
character, e. ¢., from Mail cart to Runners or vice versa, altered without a previous
reference to the local Government through whose limits it passes.

2nd.—That no Post Office should be closed without a similar reference.

3rd.—That the local Government should have the power to order the opening
of any expcrimental Post Oifice, and its contiuance for six months.

4t2.—That the opinion of the local Government should be taken previous to the

introduction of any new measurc of general interest or importance, such as Railway
sorting, &e.

4. The Governor in Council does not concur in the opinion of the Diroctor
General, that whatever power over the Post Office is given to the local Governments
should De absslute, and such as could be exercised without refercnce to any other
authority. Every one of the matters above referved to, including those specified by
Mr. Riddel, on which he recommends that the decision of the local Government
should be final, is a matter involving questions of expenditure, on which, under the
system of financial administration at present in force, the ultimate decision must
rost with the Governmoent of India. Tor instance, ia the case of a line of Postal com-
munication, if it were clear that it did not pay, an. that there were no special cir-

cumstances to justify its retention, the Madras Government are not prepared to say



that it should not under any circumstances be closed without the consent of the
local Government. All that the Madras Government desive is, that in all questions
depending upon local circumstances or requirements, the local Govcrnmen‘phould
be consulted, and should have the opportunity of consulting such of its officers as
from their position may be qualified to give uscful advice. They are confident that
any representations, which, under the proposed Rules, they may have occasion to
make to the Government of India, or any opinions which may be expressed by
them on references made cither by the local Postmaster General, or by the Dircctor
Greneral, will receive the fullest consideration from the Supreme Government.

5. With reference to Mr. Riddell's remark, that certain matters referred to in
paragraph 6 of Mr. Cust’s letter arc not matters in which any Member of the local
Government or any Scerctary would be likely to have any gpecial knowledge, Tam
to ohserve that the scveral matters referred to are all more or less connceted with
local circumstances, and that it would he competent to the Government, if it re-
quired further information, to obtain it from the Collector of the District or other
lozal official.

6. The Governor in Council would suggest, in conclusion, that, in the cvent
of the 1ecommendatlons now made being adopted, the references to the local Go-
vernment should, as a general rule, be made by the local Postmaster General,
accompanicd in each case by a statement of his own views.

I have the honor to be,
Fort Saint GEORGE, Sir,
18¢%h May 1866. Your most obedient Servant,

Chicf Secretary.

Exl R Lee
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