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No. 55. Read the following letter from the Honorary Secretary, Madras Literary
Society, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated

Madras, 8th May 1866. ,

I am directed by the Committee of the Madras Literary Society, and Branch
of the Royal Asiatic Society, to forward copies of letters from the Honorary Secre-
tary to the Asiatic Society of Calcutta, in which he asks for assistance in forming a
collection of Crania of the various races of mankind which inhabit British India

and its frontiers.
9. The Committee consider that it is impossible to over-rate the importance of

such an undertaking, and they are also of opinion that any collection of the kind
would be comparatively useless and incomplete without specimens of the strongly
marked varieties of race which are found on the plains and mountain ranges of this
Presidency. :

3. They, accordingly, venture to solicitthat Government will help the Asiatic
Society of Calcutta by recommending their proposals to the consideration of all
officers who are enabled by their position to aid in carrying them out, and instruct-
ing the Medical service, more especially, to take advantage of such opportunities of
collecting the required specimens as may present themselves in the course of their
professional labors.

4. Tt will be observed that the Bombay Government has already responded
to Dr. Anderson’s appeal in a very encouraging manner.

rrom 0. ANDERSON, Esq., o. ., Ilonorary Secretary, Asiatic Society, Calcutta, to the Hono-
rary Secretary, Madras Literary Society ; dated Calcutta, 1st November 1865.

I am directed by the Asiatic Society to solicit your aid in forming & collection of Crania of
the various races of mankind inhabiting British India and its frontiers.

2. The Asiatic Society believe that, if such a collection were placed in the New General
Museum, Caleutta, it would prove of immense value in an ethnological aspect, and might tend to
elucidate the vexed question of the affinities of races, and to illustrate the relative Zoological signi-
ficance of human structure. To arrive at such results as these, it will be necessary, not only to
have several series of the Crania of all Indian races, but also a more extended one illustrating the
various modifications of the general type of the race ; for undoubtedly each race, when carefully
examined, will present such a series. All Crania, therefore, of undoubted authenticity, which may
attract your notice by even the most partially modified character of the general type, ought to be
carefully preserved. Crania presenting any deformity ought also to be regarded as of great
value ; and in conneetion with this, I would specially direct your attention to.the character and
permanence of the various sutures. I mention these points, as it is desirable, in selecting Crania,
to kéep them in view.

3. T am requested to impress upon you, in the anticipation that you will kindly respond to
this appeal, the very great importance, nay, absolute _necessity, of observing strict accuracy in the
details adduced as proof of the claims of a Cranium to be regarded as a member of a given race.

No Cranium should be sent, unless of undoubted authenticity ; for the presence of one Cranium of

questionable origin in a collection claiming to be authentic lessens vastly the scientific value of

the whole.
4. There is strong evidence of the authenticity of a Cranium, when we know that the individ-

ual was born, lived, and died among the members of the race which his skull claims to represent,
and when, in addition, we are aware, that in life he presented all the external characters of the
race, and conformed to its language and customs. One point, however, has to be guarded against
even in such a case, and that is intercrossing, which is doubtless always found more or less in the
outlying parts of the geographical area of the race, or where it impinges on other races ; or it
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may even ’?btain iI‘I the centre or in any part of the area, if the race is brought under the influence

of civilization, or is even partially civilized. I have been desired to impress these facts upon you,

as they ought all to be considered in estimating the claims of a Cranium to be one of a given

race.
. 3 It is desi."a,'ble that measurements should be given of the various parts of the body men-
;mone or;\1 ttI;le opposxt;ef pz,ge ; and in all cases, if possible, the locality where the individual was
worn, and the names of the parents ought to be mentioned. The natur

. . ure of th :

and, if eaten raw, the fact should be mentioned. of the food should be satet:

dé. The Crania should be labelled' in paint or in ink on the frontal bone, and a list corres-
ponding to the labels should be transmitted by post, a duplicate accompanying the Crania
Il N . : v 2 ' ‘ s

.injure '
S J e fine bony processes. All the teeth ought to be carcfully

8. T agai 1 i i
' again ask your km'd attention to this appeal, and solicit your aid, in whatever form
towards the furtherance of this important seientific inquiry , '

Habitat.

Birthplace.

Name of race, tribe, caste, or variety.
Parentage.

Sex.

Age.

Height.

Length of arm, upper.

lower.

thigh.

leg.

Breadth of chest under arm.

body round pelvis.

Color of skin, and any peculiarities in the d
Color and character of hair.

eposition of the pigment.

- eyes.
Whether t.hexje is beard, whiskers, moustache
Any peculiarity in the hand. '

foot, as prolongation of heel.

Food.

From J. ANDERSO) - :
Secretary(,);’adf::sqiizrz; gor}orary Secretary, Asiatic Society, Bengal, to the Honorary
With reference to your lott g oclety ; d'ated Calcutta, 14th February 1866, No. 103.
Asiatic Society to tendor tho Cl‘l,] ated 28th November 1865, I am requested by the Council of the
for the promised ¢o-operation N than]fs t.o ﬂfe Managing Committee of the Madras Literary Society
2. The Council hav 1w the §°Clety S. attempt to elucidate and illustrate Indian Ethnology-
ave sent out 500 copics of their Circular letter, and as a Socicty they feel

that now they can do no

. more but 1 1 i i

e ut trust to the liberality of those who interest themselves in such
3. Iam desi i

e P:;l}l:;d 8"clo ;nentlon that the Government of Bombay have reprinted the Circular, and

N, egecfto \ ﬁl:}ij'ct}z)r (i-enlfmj{ Medical Department, to suggest a plan for giving the

" : 1shes of the Asiatic Soci ivi

and other Medical Officers in the Presidency. ek, througl the Agoney o the ivil Surgee

18 Government, Public Department,
th May 1866.

to suggest to the Bombay Government that every advantage
tunities which occur in the public Hospitals, Jails, and Luna-
yledge of the Craniology of the Indian races, and I have hinted
Institutions might be instructed to preserve carefully the per-
es, and those of Criminals who die or are executed in prison. If
was carefully kept as a contribution to Ethnology, it would give

gcience.
> special steps as yet to obtain the Crania of the tribes in West-

t Darjeling, I succeeded in taking busts from life of the major-
\d on the whole I found them quite willing for a few Rupees to

entations of the whole of the head, face, and shoulders of a man
e casts were taken from well known examples of each race, the
me of great value.

in the Imperial Museum devoted entirely to Indian Ethnology,
rania, casts from life, and photographs, and by the dresses and
ch tribe.

ind suggestion that you might procure for the Society casts of
the originals cannot be procured, I am desired to say that the
h a series, and that it would form a very valuable addition to

zest that it would be very desirable to have a set of good typical

of all the Madras tribes.
ry able assistance from the Government School of Industrial Art

rereoN, 11th May 1866, No. 476.
. the above letter will be communicated to the Princi-
al Department, with the request that he will instruct
t to render every assistance which may lie in their
riews of the Asiatic Society.
* Jails, Hospitals, and Lunatic Asylums have many
rania, or even perfect skeletons, and are generally in a
logical peculiarities in any particular case.
od enough to report, at an early date, the steps which
with this order, stating his opinion as to the results
omitting, for sanction, such proposals as he may deem
Fect the wishes of the Government.

(True Extract).

Chief Secretary.

Jras Literary Society.
eneral, Medical Department.
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