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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,

26th March 1866.

No. 116.

Read the following letter from J. MACKEY, Esq., Auditor of the
Press Accounts, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George;

dated Fort Saint George, 16th October 1865.

In compliance with the Order of Government in the Public Department,
No. 924, dated 6th September 1865, I have the honor to submit the following ob-

servations upon the Press accounts for the official year 1864-65.

2. The Cash bookhas been carefully checked with the vouchers, item by item,
as also the postings therefrom into the Ledger and Journal, and all found correct,

3. The actual receipts in Cash during the year 1864-65 amounted to Ru-

pees 11,354-10-7, as detailed below, viz :—

To Advertisements... ... cer e

”

»

”

3

»

”»

”

”»

”

Y

»n

Subscriptions... ... ...

Do. in advance.. ....

Postages... ... ... .. .. ..

Do. in advance...

Stock, being sale of Acts, Books,
Sale of spare copies of Gazette..
Sale of Stores, viz., paper, print-

ing ink, &c..............coee,

Plant, being sale of old type....

Printing, received from private
parties... G e e

Binding do. do ...
Extraordinary receipts, discount
on stamps, &e...

Nominal receipts,” being Cash
received from the Bank of Mad-
ras, in payment of salaries, plant,

printing, &c., &c... ... ...

Total receipts..

.

Rs. A, P,
......... 2851 1 2
. 1,926 0 0
2,067 0 0
————— 3993 ¢ 0
405 1 2
T4 1 3
— L179 2 5
...... 2,061 10 0
111 10 0
...... 53 6 10
...... 1,048 9 3
...... 2% 2 @
...... 3 8 6
...... 28 711

1,30,616 11 9

. 1,41,971 6 4
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4. The disbursements amount to...... .,, ... 141,792 6 0
and the balance of cash in hand on X

30th April 1865... ... .. ., .. ... 179 0 4

together... 141971 6 4

as detailed below : RS, A, P,
By salaries permanent.. .., .., 57,021 0 3
» Do. for piece work... ... 35,832 8 7

92,853 8 10
» Wages of extra binders,

pressmen, &e... ... .. 5915 1 5
» Contingent allowances. ..... 1,108 8 7

.. ) 99,172 2 10
» Gratuities paid for extra

labor and superintendence,.
» Printing paid for work done

at other Presses, chiefly to

Messrs. Graves, Cookson,

and Co.... ... .
» Plant, being additions to

the stock of type, &c... ... e, 11,614 3 11
» Stores, viz., paper, printing

ink, &c., purchased.., e 7,445 0 8

id 3 1,30,616 11 9
»» Cash paid into the Bank of 30,616
Madras during the year

1864-65.., e 9834 7T 5
» Amount expended for post-

age... - 1,341 2 10

1,175 10 3
5 cash balance in hand op ’
30th April 1865

179 0 4

e .

Total disbursements 1,41,971 ¢ 4

5. The Cash receipts, as compared with the Previous y ear, exhibit an increase
of Rupees 443-8-8, viz :—

Receipts in 1864-65...

oL 11,354 10 7
Do. 1863-64... ... .. .. 10,911 1 11
Increase 443 8 8

All the items of receipt show an increase, exce

' : pt Postages, Stock, Gazette, and
Binding ; the most important item of increase be;

ng that of plant.
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6 There is a noticeable increase in the disbursements durin the year under
notice, viz :—
Total disbursements in 1864-65... ... ... 1,41,7532 6 0
Do. in 1863-64... ... ... 1,36,358 13 2

Increase... 5,433 8 10

but this may be accounted for by .the large

sum paid to piece work Compositors, ex-

tra Binders, Pressmen, &c., viz:—
Increase of piece workis... ... .. ... ... 4,839 4 5
Pressmen and Binders, &c... ... ... e 521501 5

Together... 10,054 5 10

As, no doubt, a corresponding amount of work has been done for the Rs. 10,054-5-10,
, .
the actual increase of Rupees 5433-8-10 is more apparent than real,

7. The sum paid for outside work, chiefly to Messrs. Graves, Cooksonand Co.,

exhibits a decrease of... ... ... ... .. Rupees... 2,245 g 2
Viz,, in 1863-64... ... .. .. .. .. 14285 12

,» in 1864-65... ... ... e .. 11,940 3 1

Decrease... 2,345 9 5

The enclosed Statement, marked C, shows the number of pages to be 7960
against 9151, in the previous vear. But the actual sum earned by Messrs, .Graveg
Cookson & Co.,was Rupees 11,980-11-1, subject to a fine of Rupees 100, leaving only
11,880-11-1 as the payment to them ; the balance of Rupees 59-§~0, to make up
Rs. 11,940-3-1, was paid to the proprietors of the Caxton .Press. With regard to the
comparison of rates shown in this Statement, as 'the Auditor has no means of check-
ing the figures, it is useless offering any ObSel‘V&tIOI’lS, because tbe baEs1s of the whole
calculation, viz., the rate at which the Governrr.xent s own work is estimated to cost—
vide Statement D—is still an unsettled question. The assumed amount of cost at
the Government Press is shown at two rates, viz.,, 1-1-6 per page, and the other
at 0-15-7, as against the estimated rate of the Contractors’ work at 1-9-7. The Con-
tractors’ work was estimated in the Report for 1863-64 to have cost 1-10-6 per page.

8. Imust again respectfully urge upon the attention of Government the
necessity for reducing the amount at debit of the account called ¢ Flant,” although
the recommendation made in paragraph 9 of my last Report has not been sanc-
tioned, from a misapprehension of my o.bject', I suppose. 'It was not intended b
my suggestion that the value of any article in use, or existence, should be written
off the books, but thereis annually some thousands of pounds weig
type, leads, &c., vanishing from the actual stock, partly
by the unavoidable wastage which must always be goin
like that of the Press. I am informed that no sums si

ht of worn-out
by regular sale, and partly
g on in a large Department
nee 1859 have been written
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A
off the books for loss and depreciation of plant, and certainly during the two years’

accounts that I have examined, I find no reductions have been made. At present,
“ Plant” is debited with all fresh purchases, and credited with all sales of old type,
metal, &e. This course simply resolves itself into an ever recurring accumulation
of debits against the account by the purchase of new press materials ; for example,
assuming the new type costs 1 Rupee per pound, I find the same sold, when worn
out, at three Annas, thus leaving a sum of thirtcen Annas on the books for stock,

which, in fact, no longer exists. The following figures will show the increase of
this account during the past year, viz., at debit of plant :—

RS. A,
.. 1,25,645 1

Ist May 1865... 5
0 1,15,320 4

P.
3
1st ) 1864... 7

Increase... 10,324 9 8

and this after crediting the account with the amount of sales realized. The re-
medy I suggest is a careful valuation of the entire stock, so far as
done without stopping or delaying the work of the De
can easily be approximatel
rintendent or hig Deputy,
enable them to arrive at

the same can be
partment. This valuation
y made near enough for practical purposcs by the Supf>-
as the professional knowledge of these gentlemen will

. avery reliable estimate. When this point is arrived at,
viz., the value of ezisting stock, the differenco between its amount, and that at
present on the books should be adjusted. To keep up the system a yearly adjust-
ment entry should also bo made, viz, the estimated value of stock sold, and the
actual sale proceeds should also be written off the accounts.

9. The followin

: g Statements in connection with this report aro submit-
ted, viz:—

A.—Balance sheet,

B.—Account current with the Bank of Madras.
C.-—Statement exhibitin

8 the out-turn and cost of the work done by the
Contractors estima

ted to cost, per page, Rupees 1-9.7. .
done at the Government Press for various Pulfllc
¢ number of pages printed us 102,487% costing
10, or apparent cost per page of Rupees 1-1-6.
¢ number of petty items of debt exhibited in the
~ Balance Sheet, all the bad and doubtful sums, which are of old standing, will dis-
appear in the books of 1865-66, under the sanction given in the Order of Government,

No.. 984, dated 21st September 1865. No losses have occurred in the ycar under
review,

D.—Statement of work
offices, showing th
Rupees 1,12,088-3-

10. With regard to th

11. In conclusion, T hg
dered by the Accountant, T.
‘though they might, I think,

- sults arrived at,

ve only to express my thanks for the assistance ren-
Murugasa Moodelly, whose books are faithfully kept,
be more simplificd, and, by less labor, the same e

—
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| Lieu Hill . L
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| C. Wapshare, Fsg.  ...| 397
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Lieut, Furlomg = - - ...
Serjeant A... Cooke -

Gawder'_S»aih;;r, o

sl 93

‘ Kist.na Row :;‘é - eod]

~ 7 ¥ ‘Patal Rupees. ;s

OO P

1,46,373 14 11

o Arconchelink

O Amboo-Boyes

<Ot Joyram Row i,

Qjé'~ C
Total Rupees

%‘;Wmﬁﬁ‘;‘%m Ca 1856 0P Vardasejstis.
8, Hmhm:d & Ro dy Chetty... %gg’lg&h eabiit
R. W ol .2 2 4 Bunse
'Resid"?el:tylof “Travancore. 313 0 Jéenvoa‘:am 474
?f“c‘iy (IJ{:srs".'. R " 0.8 0f Mess Secretary 36th Regi| -
" W.T Sts;.rkenburgh. » 01 O ment N%y;- Infantry.
K, Narasimmiah o] 401 4 lg‘ 0 i{ahzme];l‘ T(ﬁossam‘
. wmy Naicker. 6 | M. A, B. Thomson ...
g %’):::;:agazuln Naidoo :: : o 7 '\ A. Nagabooshamum Na{ i
M. Monguiabh Row  ...| 402 2 g Adolo; - v | 487
T. Murugasa Moodelliar, - ;,1* o1 v :
Lieut, F. K. Stevenson.| 418 - gio A |
| Venkate Row! ™ .J42 2 S
Messrs. P. Aridlanusdon 0 0 e
and Sons. 77 440 100 O 9 )
Mr. C. D'Welta ..} 444"~ 714% 2 0
H. Smith, Hags; ¢ . 448 REUPEI LR &

------

| A o
De. ~ Balance Shest for the year endiog 30th April 1865, o Ce.
YIS S : : . 19 i
. Nemes. ¢ |28}  Amount. | - --Names - - |5S - Amount.. ...
Neme T gg] Amewm ) e gl Amew
| S oms oalef 1 S'.' gl B8 AR
6 .. . 220 19564515 Y Govermmentof Fort Saing) | |
ST ...1‘226L 20,044 - 8.:8]. George . 4“"22{_,34??{39“0 19
Cash e wl258 " 370 0 aPostage .. | 28Y-""835 3 4
| Subseribers ... - .. 254 7800 Messrs. Binny and Co...| %8 413
Administrator General.. 265 . . 23 8 (fAgent, Peninsula and| |
Mesars Ritoblomnd Shaw B0 o 5 0 ovtomeny Stoam Nt 6 a6
Sheriff of Madras ~+ o287 . - 24 6 Of gation Company .| 239 6 4 of
Lieut. R.N. Start- | 71l 1 0 Of'Messrs, Lecot and Co...| 260 189
| Messrs. Arbuthnot & C;W%“ 8.5 ¢ A"’fiﬁ%m&ﬁgnwg wag 810 112 of
T Vet gk -1.:9 01G.P. Johnstone, Esq, ...|-812 7 '0_‘8}.‘-
| Agent, Mail Coach’ and| o VaseravunChetty ~ ,.|13200 0 5 0f
Agen ? in Com aty ..| A 4 4 OfMessra Boyson,Brockman| S
rapb W, 3: Drever . o] 2180 and Prichard . . . 388L .. 73.4..0
~ |E RamaRow . .o, | 812 ([Y. Rejamunnar Chetty | 403 ‘8.0
1T, Soobans Chabya# - 5} 8001~ *0 OV VenkntaRow = .| | 29
Etbymsjooloo Naidoo: .ol s5-:} w33 Qe Madup: Readingl:, | oel
P i ardy, Bag | 5 |-~ 711 8 Boom™ L THA04 o
8. Ragavioloo Naidos ...\ 3, {* 6 .0 0. H...Fesguson, * Eaq o8
| R. B. Swinton, Eﬁq.:_;-« 32 4 1 0_. R 18, <
AR Do o 21z Ol gt ok
(T Bt o] %1~ 30 03 B g4 4
Aleat. 3;15057) B B O vy, Pillay, PN
Secy. Salem-Law. Class... “Atkinton & ¥ B
Mr. J. Lk d, kel )§\e53‘:5'» ipl“Oﬂ N o
'Messra.B'o;" dad Co...| S4" g Kmmgmm | g !
}ii g Heerjeoand Bonsf: 55 | | Kistoasawmy. Pillay . .. | 10
|G, Fisher, %q o |
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146,378 14,01

‘Government Press Offide,

Fort Saint Georer, } L

Lst May 1865,

Signed) H. MORGAN,
Gign szuty Superintendent Gové, Press.
Examined and found correct.

Signed) J, MACKEY,
(Signed) Auditor.
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1. 1865.

Apnl 30th.-—By Cash received|
. from private par-
- .~ ties for Subscrip-
tions, Postage, Ad-
< verhsements, sale)
- of Acts, and spare
) Gmtm. &G, dur-

-+ ing ~the ’ year|
1884-0& Cees ] 1,354 10 7

pnwo —-To‘Canh xid irito
% the Bankpof ltllad»',f‘ ’

'y Rupees... (11,354 10 7

. @ '
(Signed) H. MORGAN,
Deputy Superintendent Govt. Press.
Exammed and found correct.

(Slgnod) J MACKEY,
o Auditor.
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Proceedings of the Madras Goverrnent, Public Department,
| 26th March 1866,

»

C.

Sraremgnt ex hibiting out-turn and cost of Bock and High Court Work by Mesars. Graves, Cookson axg Co., for the Government Prees in the year i864 85

Tos Ded R : ] Cost at the
Number | Tota educt mount paid| Add cost of Govern- i :
. o P co Difference i
ts. of | number | Amount paid.l amount for | for printing | examining at | G ment Press .
Departmen pages. |of pages. binding. only, 10 per cegnt. rad Total. | "oy Rupees | f870r of Govt.  Remarks,
1-1-6 per Press,
page.
Rs. [aJP| BS. |aJP| ms. AP s, AP Y
Book WOk c.vessienes. 28200 oo osohl 1l ass L5 TP e
9 , 9 ; :
i o | s 7, . 611,552 [ 1 7| 1,155 | al 4 12,07 | 4{11] 8,706 | 4| 0 4,001 | 011

N. B.—Amount paid Messrs. Graves, Cookson and Co. for printing 7960 Pages... 11,552 1 7

‘Add 10 per cent. on Rupees 11,552-1-7 for examining charges...cecerruen... 1,156 38 4
———12,707 411 or 1 9 7 per page.

Cost at Government Press oss  asw  ses'  ase  ase eer  Bes  ses  ess  ace  ses 8,706 7 4 0 or l B l 6 dO.

Difference in favor of Government Press, Rupees 4,001,‘ 011 or 0 8 1 per page.

Net charge of Messrs. Graves, Cookson and Co., including 10 per cent. for examining...... 12,707f 411 or 1 9 7 per page
At Govt. Press rate of Rs, 0-15-7 per page, as shewn in the Note A, in the Statement D... 775211 4 or 0 15 7 do.

Difference in favor of Government Press... 4,956 9 7 or 0 10 o© per page,

Forr Saint GEORGE,

Govermmont Press, (Signed) H. MORGAN,

1ot Hlay 1865, Deputy Superintendent Govt. Press.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,“
. 26th March 18G6. ®
No. 117. Ogrper THEREON, 26th March 1866, No. 307.
The Auditor’s Report on the Press Accounts shows them to have been care-
fully kept.

9. The Supervisor will report, at an early date, on the means to be taken to
carry out the reduction of the amount debited to Plant, and also, after communica-
tion with Mr. Mackey, onany steps which may tend to the simplification of the
Accounts of the Press.

3. The Government direct that the sum of Rupees (300) three hundred be
paid to Mr. Mackey, as fee for his audit, and that it be debited to the Government

Press.
(True Extract).

Chief Secretary.

To the Supervisor Government Press.
Accountant General.
Examiner of Claims.

"
To Mr. J. Mackey.

"

Eld‘. Ja Hc BW.
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