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Pracecdmgc of the Iwadras Government, Pubhc Department
'Ith March 1866, '

No. 30,  Read the following Despatch from the Right Honorable the Secreiaxy
of State for India, to His Excellency the Honorable the.Governorin
Council, Fort Saint George .dated Indm ‘Oﬁoe, Lonﬂon 25th ﬁaaua.ry :
1866, No. 1. Qo

Iforward for ~your mformatmn, a copy of aMemorandum by Mr. E B. Cowel!,

latoly Prinsdipal of ¢he Sansorit College, -~ ‘

. Daed anh Novembes 1865, .« - " Calcutta, and ‘now onse of the Examinors

2 o e et T ofor the Tndian Civil Servxce under Her -
ﬂa)estys le Ser\uce G(mmnssxoners, on the subject of provxgmg a eollection of
Urzees i ‘ﬂw different aV@.-x'nac*lﬂa.rts of India, for the purpose of famxhanmng candi-
dates, prevnmxs 0 then: appom&ment to the Indmn le Sez:me, mth the style of
guch doeuments..

2. Tamof opm:on that the plan suggested by Mr Cowell is hkely to prove
wery useful, and 1 have to request that your Government will cause a selection of
Urzees and other documents filed in the Courts of Justice to be’ prepared in the Ver-
nacular Janguages current in your Presidency in which candidates are examined in |
this oountry, and will have’ the same hthographed and COPleS forwarded to thm
oﬂim

3 “The volumes should be aocompamed as suggested by Mr Cowell W1th an
- Enghsh translation ; and it might be expedlent that, in each volume, a small number
| of e‘he Urziees éhoul&‘be ]aé st‘mw‘e of thc uugmala e i

g o Memndm By Mr. Lowell on acalcclaong’ Urm@‘ 4o

The Ve‘l'nacular languages ‘of Tndia can never be studied for their hferature, for they have
nOne ‘warth reading ; they are useful sxmply as s means of commumcatzon with the people

‘Our chief object in  these exammatmna must be the - pracncal one——how best to fit the con-
di&ates “for ‘being efficient officers in their country districts: “The lan fige, "whatever it be,
must, of conrse; be - first learned grammatically, and this can only be dune by stndymg the best
books which are written init; but aftér-a ¥ime, there tomiés 2 point where the scholar's 4nd- ‘the
pncneal man 8 kwl‘edge damgc All'these languages have a high written style, and aldo-ote
Amd more colloqmal the former used by the learned Notives in written compo- -
«. The high dialect.cannot be ignored ; some knowledge of it
based on it, and high phrases, bourowed from " it, are
prachca.l use to atu.dy this artlﬁmal dmlect beyond a cer'am

d‘ewhero c\ﬁ‘ranc, but 1!: is o'f'"':‘
point.” SR
An Oﬁeer of Government in lndm ﬁnds two main uees of thé Verna.cular, v:z tzﬂkmg
with the people and reading the written documents presented o him, With regard to:the
. Bombay languages, it appeara thai the main test of the examnations in Boinbay has always
re'ated to the candidate’s proficiency in these two points; and to a 68itain extentit was attempted
in the examinaiions of Madras. But in England, we can only expect a very limited proficiency
in either. The accurate probunciation of these Oriental languages can nevér be learned except
from a Native; and the power to converse comes slowly to most men, ag the ear is gradually’
_ accustomed to the sounds which everybody is using around, and in the same way the power to
read the written character (unless it be very clear and easy) is only given by a great familiarity
with the language. The difficulty in reading these current hands arises mainly from the lony
flowrishes, the omission of diacritical dots, &c., and the irregular forms and contractions, which
disguise the words even to a practised eye, unless they can be guessed from the context. If the

student has mastered the language, it will be an easy matter for him to master the ordinary band-
writing, but not otherwise,
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But it seems to me highly desirable, and, at the same time, perfectly practicable, to accus-

tom (ire candidate, while in Euglind, to the style of the Urzees and othe

r Court documents,
which he will have so much to do with in Indin; and this very familiarity with the'r ordinary
style and phrases will, in itself, be a great step

towards his reading these documents for himsel,
herea‘ter, in the current hand 48 they are actuall

¥ written,
I would recommend that a volume should be compiled in India, by some Officer of Govern.
ment selected in each Prosidency, cutsisulny

of about one nundred Urzees and other similar
docume:ts, in cach of the seven Vernacular languages in which the candidates are respectively
examined. This volume should be studied in tne foarth half-year, and form one of the text
baoks for the lust examination. It should be lithographed in a plain hand-writing, c'brresponding
to our copper-plate writing in English, for [ do not think that it would be wise, especially at
present, to embarrass the student with difficulties in the hand-writing, The style of these papers
will be, in itself, difficult to him, coming as he will to them from the classical style of the print.
ed books. I also think tlyat it would be well to accompany each Selection with an English
translation, to be printed it a separate volume, as tue student might thus exercise himself in re-
translation, as well as acquire practice in reading the originals by himself,
9th November 1865,

No. 31. - ORDER THERTON, 7th March 1866, No. 235,

Ordered to Do communicated to the Board of Examiners, who will take the

necessary steps, in communication with the Translators to Government, for com-

piling a selection of Urzecs and other documents of the descrigtion required by +he
L i Sceretary of State, i the Vernacular

. . . . 313

;Z:ﬁ“ utll:;:ﬁm. languagos* of.thts Presidency. They will

| 4 have 200 copies of cach Selection litho-
graphed and hound, for transmission to the India Office.

A (True Extract),

Chief Secretary.

To the Board of Examiners.
» Tamil Translator to Government,

5» Teluga do.
sy Canarcso do,
5» Malayalum do,

Exd.J. H. Burns.
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