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Proceedmg: of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
7th March 1866.

No. 28. Read the following letter from the Secretary to the Government of
India, to the Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Fort
William, 8th February 1866, No, 1357,

Home Department,
Post Cffice.

Since the publication of the Bill for the management of = Nffice, »
MerocnizLhes bearceceivea L the el ot Tredes Associdtion, 1 epréesen.. ;};
expediency of revising the present scale of letter postage, by charging half an anna
for a letter not exceeding half a tolah, one anna for a letter not exceeding one
tolah, and so on, adding half an anna for every additional half tolah, or fraction
thereof

2. The general effect of this revision would be to reduce by one-half the post-
age on all letters above a quarter of a tolah in weight; and it is estimated that this
would entail an immediate loss of revenue of probably not less than six lakhs.

3. 1t is stated by the Trades’ Association that the unit of weight now in oper-
ation, viz., a quarter of a tolah, ““1is a source of great practical inconvenience to the
¢ commercial public, inasmuch as it necessitates the use of a paper of the most
¢ flimsy texture * * ¥ the only alternative being the payment of a higher rate
¢ of postage, which is felt to be oppressive.” And the Association urge, as a further
argument in favor of remcdying this practical inconvenience, that ¢ they Dbelieve
¢ an inereased allowance in the weight will result in a great increase of corres-
# pondence.”

4. If the helief of the Caloutta Tradey Association vn Uils poivs could e ace
cepted without question, there could be little doubt as to the propriety of adoptmg
their suggestlon for increasing the unit of weight to half a tolah, whatever im-
medxate loss of revenue the measure might entail ; for ¢ a great increase of corres-

pondence’ would imply an extension of postal communicétion to new classes of the
population who are now, from somo cause or other, debarred from availing them-
selves of its great advantages.

- The Dizcctor General of the Post Office has expressed an opinion that the
proposed measure “ will involve a scrious loss of revenue, without adding a single
“ inducement to an extension of correspondence,” because, he says, ¢ the extension
“ of correspondence is influenced mainly by the minimum rate at which a letter
‘) can be sent from one place to another.” This, as a general proposition, seems to
the Governor General in Council to be correct ; and, as applicable to the popula-
tion of India, it is supported by the view taken by the Post Office Commissioners
in their Report of 1851, for, after strongly insisting on the position—unquestiona-
bly a sound position—that it was “ to the increase of Natlve correspondence ‘that

“ the Government must look, for the siippart of tﬁe Posr. Office, and the provision
“ of means to promote its officiency and extend its usefulness, and for all tho
‘“ beneficial results that have attended the establishment of & practically unrestrict-
“ ed commumieation by Post in-the United Kingdom,” the Commissioners went on -
to say that after ;ﬁﬂl consideration, while they thought ™ it would” be unadvisable
it }siweight below & quarter of a tolah, -it seems cléaF; ‘6b the'
¢ other hand ths.t ﬂlat weight is sufﬁbxent to megt the wants of the Na.tlve pubhc »
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Proceevdings‘of» the Madras Government, Public Depariment

7th March 1866.

L N N P A A A A S
y BSOS

»It 18, howeveth, stated by some persons, notwithstanding the very great
- b ne

extension* of correspondence which

has actually taken place since the in-

. troduction of the ' :

\ . present postal sys-

?;931, ﬂl L unit of @ quarter of a tolah does operate sticall }

X nit of @ quarter of a 0% 00 4 te practically as a bar to
.o use of the Post by some niineant tha poinlation apd - sdnrpial by ﬂg‘aﬁa

SR ¥

& YViz., 98 per aent, increase in the number of letters,

classes, on account of the very thin paper which it 1

commonly and readily procurable. As this statemcent appears to the Governor

) S , . .
General in Council to demand careful consideration, T am desired to request that
| . . . - ’
undelr the orders of the Governor 1n Council, information regarding it may ba
‘ . ] . s °
soug 1t for from any persoms, official or unofficial, whose positions may be likely to
afford them the means of obtaining correct infor d

with an expression of His Excellency’s 6wn opinion on the question
No. 29. OrpER THEREON, 7th March 1866, No. 234.
Rosolved that the Madras Chamber of Commerce and the Madras Trades’ As-

Mr.D. F. Carmichael. .

Mr. W. Robinson. : il é RQSOIV(‘d that the letter from
Mr. G. A, Ballard. 1© [$) . :

M G ' :re]rnme}?t of India be, also, com
V. Rama Aiyangar. miaaicated to the Board N— :
©. Runga Charloo, e of ije‘lu% anc

to the Officers named in the margin, for
any remarks that they may have to offer. R
- ' (Tzue Extract).

(hief Seertiony.

To the Chairman of the Madras Chamber of Commerce.
Giayivman of tho Madras Trades’ Association.
Board of Revenue.

,, Revenue Departm_g}g& |
To D. £ (armichael, Esq. — .
, W. Robinson, Esq.
G A. Ballard, Esq-
J. W. B. Dykes, Esq.
V. Rama Aiyangol.
C. Runga Charloo-
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Exd. J. K. Burne.
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¢« result in a great increase of correspondence.” . ,

“ e aéceptcd without question,_;there could be Tittle doubt as to the propriety :

No. /-3/,7

Frow .
F. C. BAYLEY, EsQUIRE,
Secy. to the Govt. of India;
TO
Twe SECRETARY TO THE GOVVI)&[‘RJ IENT oF o
Siw, 1%/’/. .. /'/’77”

Dated Tort William, the: §th Fehruary 1866,

Hoxn Davr. SINCE {Le publication of the Bill for the management of the -
Post Oflice, & memorial has Leen received from the Calcutta Trades’ Associa-
tion, mprcscnting the expedicncy of; revising the prcsent.seale of letter
postage, by charging half an anna for 2 letter mot exceeding half a tolah,

one anna for & letter not exceeding one tolah, and so on, adding half an anna
{for cvery additional half tolah, or fraction thereof.

9. The eeneral effect of this revision would be to reduce by one-half
the postage on all letters above @ quarter of a tolah in weight ; and it is
cstimated  that this would entail an immediate loss of revenue of probably
nob less than six lacs. ‘

3. Ttis stated by the Trades’ Association {hat the unit of weight now
N, Vide, @ quarter of a tolah, ©1s a source of great pmctical incon-
« yenicnee to the commercial public, inasmuch as 1t necessitates the use of a
« paper of the most flimsy texture * ¥ *, _thcf only alternatlve.being the pay-
« ment of a higher rate of postage, which is felt to be oppresswe.” And the
Association urf_fn, as a further argum(mt in favor of remedying this practic:d in-
convenienee, that « ghey believe ant increascd allowance in the weight will:

. . e
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A, Tf the heliof of the Calentta Trades’ Assacjation. _on this I‘Qiﬁt,ggllld-

of adopting their suggostion for increasing the unit of weight to half a tolah,
whatlever immediate loss of revenuoe the measure might entail; for ‘a areat
increase of correspomlenco’ would imply an extension of posta}, communi-
cation to new classes of=the p‘opulation who are now, from some cause or
other, debarred from availing thenisclves of its orcat advantages.

5. 'The Dircctor General of thd Post Office has expressed an hpinipn
{hat the proposcd measure ¥ will involve a serious loss of revenue, without
« ndding a single inducement to an extension uf corrusp(mdence,” hecause,
he says, the extension of <gorrespondence is influenced mainly by the
« minimum rate at which a letter can Le sent from ono place to another.”
This, as & oencral proposition, seems to the Governor General in Council to,be
corrcet 5 and, as applicable to the population of India, it is supported by the
view taken by the Post Office Clommissioners in their Report of 1831, forafter
ctrongly insisting o1 the posj,tion-:-—unquestiomﬂ)1y a sound position—~tlmt"it
was ‘“to the incrcage of Native correspondence that the Government myst
¢t 1ok for the support of the Post Office, and, the provision of means to- pro-
« mote its effiiciency and extend its usefnlﬂess,——aud for all the heneticial
s pesults that have attended the establishment of 2 practically unrestricted
¢ communicativis by Post in the United Kingdom,” the Commissioners went on
to say that, after fall consideration, while they thought it would be unadvis-
«able to reduce the unit of weight below o gquartev of a tolah, it
« gooms clear, on the other haud, that that weight is sufficient to
« meet the wants of the Native public.”
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6. It is, however, stated by some persons, notwithstanding the very
great  extension*  of  correspondence
which has actually taken place since the
introduction of the present postal system, that the low unit of a quarter of
a tolah does operate practically as a bar to the usc of tho Post by some classes
of the population, and especially by the rural classes, on account of the very
thin paper which it is necessary to use not being commonly and readily pro-
curable. ~As this statement appears to the Governor General in Council to
dem?d careful coqsideration, I am desired to request that, under the orders of
the v ersecr o e information regarding it may he sought

* Viz, 98 per cent. increase in the number of letters.

for from any persons, official or unofficial, whose positions may be likely to
afford them the means of obtaining correct information and forming a correct
conclusion on the point, and that the result Jpay be communicated to this
Government with an expression of 'y €fa 0o oee o

on the question.

own opinion
4

I have the honor to be,
Siz,
Your most obedient servant,

E KR, Ly,

‘Secy. to the Gort. of India.
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No. 234 .

PROCEEDINGS OF (ROVERNMENT.

baw& A G ek sd

$ G e328-$32~ 367370 -3/77-
o PRP - AL R4 8O- B K 5 -

M%-Mw.



	Image00006
	Image00007
	Image00008
	Image00009
	Image00010

