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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
9th February 1866.
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No. 33. Read the following Proceedings of Government in the Public Works
Department, dated 5th February 1866, No. 453,

Communicating Despatch from Secretary )
of State, respecting the provision and | (Vide Proceedings, Public Works, De-
haulage of Sorting Carriages for the | partment, dated 5th February 1866,
Post Office by Guaranteed Railway _jl Nos. 159 & 160.)

Companies.

———————

No. 34. ORDER THEREON, 9th February 1866, No. 148.
Communicated to the Postmaster General.
(Signed) A. J. ARBUTHNOT,
Clief Secretary,

To the Postmaster General,

Exd, 3. Tulloch,



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depariment,
5th February 1566.

No. 159. Read the following Proceedings of the Governor General of India in
Council, Public Works Department (Rallway), dated Fort Wllham, 10th
January 1866, No. 42R. :— -

- Promszon and haulage of Sorting Carriages for the Post Office by Guarantecd Razlway

Companies.

. Read again :—

: Letter from Secretary to Government, Bombay, No. 1,309, dated 14th July
- 1863.

: Letter from Under Secretary to Government, Home Department, No. 5,253,

. dated 9th August 1863. '

_ Letter from Public - Works Department, to Secretary to Government, Bombay,
~ No. 379R-3,325, dated 21st July 1864.

: Letter from Secretary to Government, Bombay, No. 1,860, dated 11th August
- 1864.

Despatch to Secretary of State for India, No. 75, dated 4th November 1864.
Read also :—

From Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India to the Government of India,
. No. 35, dated 15th September 1865.

: 1. I have had under consideration in Council your Excellency’s Despatch
;‘No 75, dated- 4th Novembor last, with tho ouclosvd Douwlutiva, wubulyiug yuw
| views as to the interpretation of the clause in the Railway Contracts that provides
~ for'the free carriage of the Mails and Post Office servants.

2. The chief point to which you call attention is that which ‘refers to the pro-
vision of sorting carriages. The relative obligations of a Railway Company and of
- Government in this particular are considered by you to have.been correctly defined
by your late Advocate General, Mr. Ritchie, who advised that carriages suitable
for the purposes of sorting, should be provided by the Railway Companies, but that
the cost of any special fittings, or peculiar construction, Wh1ch might be required
" by the Post Office, should be borne by the Government.. This opinion coincides
. with my own, and is also consistent with what my instructions on the subject to the
Government of Bombay were intended to convey, although these instructions were
‘not, perhaps, expressed with sufficient clearness, and seem, in consequence, fo have
been somewhat misapprehended. - Their meaning was that, if the Great Indian
Peninsula Railway Company were required to provide sorting carriages, the differ-
ence of cost between those carriages and the ordinary carriages ‘for which they
might be substituted, should be borne by Government. But, whatever might be
the description of carriages used for the conveyance of the Mails, it was by no
means intended to relieve the Railway Company from any part of their obligation
to provide for the haulage of the Mails free of charge.

- 3. The arrangement, therefore, made by the Bombay Government with the
Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company, under which the latter were to be paid
for the haulage, as well as the construction of sorting carriages, at the rate of 2
Annas a mile, - was based upon & misconception, and I approve of your having
disallowed it.



- of charge.

.+ Indian Peninsula. line, and tohold the Direotass

~ mentsWith vespect to the conve ance of Mails ' - :
U6y a¥ ound By their Uontrapt - -t Fost Office gervants to whioh
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depariment,
6tk February 1866,

4. It became, however, desirable in consequence,

should be- entered into with the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company, and the
opportunity seemed suitable for endeavouring to conclude some uniform "armnfre-
ment on the subject of sorting carriages with all the Guarantoed Rajlwa Compéni:s,~ .
Letters were, therefore, addressed to the. several Boards of Direct():rs (with the |

exception of the Calcutta and South-Egstern Board, on which line it was thought
that it would not be necessary to sort Mails i

of sortine anmtee 1, c0 S0t Mails in transitu), enquiring whether, in the

event of sorting carriages being Pl'o‘é‘}iﬂed at the expens,e of Government, tl,le Rail-

way Companies would be prepared. to consider them in substitution of the carriages

required for Mail purposes under the contracte, and would haul them. s such. free
F ' . ) ) ’ ? )

that some new agreement

f 5 r° this proposal, all the Bgard‘a'WiFhﬁ.'0®-_ exception, have acceded, as will
| be“en from the copies of correspons
tors of - S . demee* forwarded Kerbwith. The Direo-
ors of the Great Indla%;fenl.nsula Railway Company alone object. They will not
undertake the haulage of sorting carriages, except on payment, either of the rates
already proposed, or of such other éé"‘zhay be auty ally agreed ’upon v
’ e T e . e pon., ‘
o 6 ‘I-Jr‘lder these»qégg_gmﬁmges, I have.gonaidered that the simplest course is
to relinguish, for the p reseit, fhe;ide,a of emé?GWg SErﬁng cﬂﬁﬂéés on the Great
wof that Railway to the engage-.

, .* Not circulated,

e i g
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7. With regard to the other Ra.ilway Compéxﬁes
whenever Government may desire to introduce the 1’1
condition on which the Companies have agreed to ha
cost of their construct‘ion and fittings shall be borne

it must be understood that,
se of sorting carriages, the
aul the carriages is, that the
aall | by Government.
OBsERVATIONS,.—The Secretary of State for India has arranged, in communicﬁ'
vtion with all the Guaranteed Railway Companies, excepting th’e Great Indian
Peninsula and the Calcutta and South-Eastern, that, whenever Government may
desire to introduce the use of sorting carriages, the cost of ‘their construction and
fittings shall be borne by Government, the haulage being performed frée by the
Companies. The Calcutta and South-Eastern Railway Company has not been con-
sulted on the matter, as it was not thought that it would be mecessary to sort Mails
o {ransity on its line. The Great Indian Peninsula Compan '

: Y is alone in objecting
to the conditions to which the other Companies have agreed. R S
2. The issue of the Resolution of the Government of India referred to by,‘-ifhe
Secretary of State in the 3rd paragraph of his Dospatch, disallowing therafgreeﬁﬂo{nt
entered into by the Gtovernment of Bombay, to pay the Great Imlmp Peni,x?ﬁla
Railway Company not only for the construction, but also for the haulage of sorting
carriages at the rate of 2 Annas a mile, was held over pending the result of the
reference to the Secretary of State, and the orders now received render its issue
unnecessary. ’ '

3. On the subject of the arrangements for conveying the Mails on the Great
Indian Peninsula Railway, a further reference will be made to the Secretary of -
State. ‘ ' L ) S
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) ‘ 1 unicatéd to the Govern-
Onpee.— these Proceedings be communicated .
o Ordered thet t}'ws' mglts and Administrations ’mar‘gma.lly‘ :
O mmentaof Madrus, Bombay, Bepgal, North- noted, for information and gtudapce,
Commiamaner of Geatd Poo and to the Home Department and the

ief Commissioner of Central Provinees. .
I}esid?:t at Hyderabad. ptheury  Direotor General of Post Oﬂices. for 1n

Commissioner of Mysore. %, formation.
8 | o . . . '
L 8 . .
: . \ t.-Cpl., R.‘A,,
" 5 (Signed) O7HL DIGRENS Lisgt-Gol, K.
#5 4 (Signed) g FE &ﬁ‘%, ;‘2} ~of India.
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