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‘Read the followmg papers — N o
No. 104 'From the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce,Madras,to the C?nef
" Seeretary ‘to Government Fort Saint George ; dated Madras 30& Octo»
~ber 18886: - ‘

T am desired by the Chamber of Commerce to bnﬁg "to your notico t’he very
serious delay which occurd in the transmission of the Mails betweent Madras and
Bombay. - The Overland Mail which arrived from England- at‘Bombay; at 5 &,
on the 11th instént, wes delivered by Express at Madras on the lﬁglmstant, and
the time ‘which is generally taken at present in'the transmission of. the ordmmzy o
'Maxls from Bombay to Madras is six-and seven days. *-- o
2 The Overland Mml packet is made up in Mmdi*as

Madras and Bombay are as fully: ,, _’aﬂezd of as they‘ ought to- be in’ carrymg
this important public service, and it’ls i the hi pe-#lis :

fully made to accelerate “the transmission of . g v
address you with the request that you will adopt s\wh messures a8 you mayo
advisable to accomplish this mest important - object. - It st bew ham
reflection to the authorities that, in the present year, with & Railway
Mails so great & portion of -¢he distance, the time occupied: in their.
should, at the best, be so little reduced below, and very ﬁeqmﬂykwmgny '_
the period which was usual many years ago. - So httle mﬁ&en 54 :
arrangenients that the Overland packets atre- despatehed -
long ago, and even now there is any: thmg but e'
Bombay in time for the Steamer.

L4 Asthe wew Mail at‘rangemenﬁ‘wﬂlf
Mallf for all India will every woek *Bbii
platé for this Chamber, represent"'
arge an em‘ly svision ‘of the pr

maybeexpected -and the arsen h of
for 3 or. 4 days, fl‘hw pla.n cannot but« be: aa:mdene& very umam-, .

arrival of homefcomspondenceand papei-s, whmh lf multlphed nnder the heﬁr Muil'

B The O'hmnber ar’é ﬁbf‘-a‘ware that any isuparable dxﬁeulﬁes ‘stand
way of the catrymg out of a better design, and, looking to the magtutude of the
olved; they trust that the present: ineompletoand: unsahafactoaywhems

place:fo one betteradapted for the present times. :.
whléh dmprovement may be most reqmred
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7. 'Trusting that you Wﬂ-l sﬁpport the r . ' * ~
have the honor to be, &e. » “’ by the Chamber, I

e

B .Rlefeﬁ‘?d‘% the Postmas tex Ge’nerai; for a’_‘&’ remarks that _h;zﬁmay .wish to offer.
Forr Satxt GEORGE, . .+« o . . . < (Siemed) - 5D, “

No.105. ~ From the Postmaster General, Madras, to the Chicf Soaretary to Gio-

g vemﬁx F“t Sai#t;(%é"rge ;. dated ‘BA"Y'POTB,‘ 29th November 1866,
No ok e TR ST Sovember TG

23, FOIRN, TOUT endarsement of the lst inéfant, 'Deferring, for
thﬁch%mn Of the C'hammr Of Cﬂn!;neree, 'Mﬂdl'a 8, repre-
ﬁu,hoccurs g the transmission. of the Overland Mails between
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2. i.note';in,ﬁhg;sg}azgin the ﬁx@ Omupig%y the Maalsm qﬁést;;n in transit

— — du;rmgthe current year. It will be per-
m Bombay. piey-. | ofeived that, as represented by the Cham-

SN e s ol ‘ber, there bas been a falling-off in time,

R e B : _buf. only. from the month of 'June last.

DR (v e pre e - This occurred chiefly on the. section of

im. DR D : .the line lying in the Mysore :t'erritory,
" ‘ slel g md.uced by the dearness. and scarcity
_‘ %1 which appeara $0 havebeen most severely
el - felt about this;pedo¢ The Superinten.

g gent, Oart }ng}s, Bangalo;g, in a report,

! 2 ﬁated 19_*71}' July, after descyibing the dif-

¢ | Aeattion.on the Herrigor and Bellary line,

... mibes thus of the Bangglere and Hurry-
o Sangalom Horeybar, 1 beg to statathst,
rses are not yet reduced to such miserable plight, they are still ve,
ey ought togbo; i i, therelore, absolutely Rceossuny fat -y
. #bould be dehe bo enable the. men to keep up their stages, s this lineis of vast impor:
- 0. tance, it being the route for the Overland Mails, as well as the nsedium of com o
ion lotween the twro Prosidencies. Giram i now si€ mers por Rupes ¢ Towmban
. -Seeraly and Herrioor ; and at some of the stag'es,?ﬂi‘foﬁnd~t‘h'e.‘horses ha&’?@?‘"’"‘
* for threo and four days consoentively, in eonsequanco of its nohing procebl
even at_that famino price, &e.” SR meux‘able

- 8.« To-remedy this evil, sanction was‘at oneé obtained for ratins '
“nnce to™the horse owners*fr:)m Rupeeswg(s) iz ?:;e:?é?;ﬁma:mﬁ:: al:g;v‘
4 :these difficulties were increased and prolonged by the rains which n'ow set ‘ill’:V, l ‘2
it xppeamdﬁ;me advisable to alter the dates of despatch ‘of ihé)Eipi‘ééé ’aﬁd’ :}
date.MallS tﬁBombgy, by fauwwing ‘one additional day foriheirtmn 5 o i e
provide for their dus arrival et that port. It is doubtless to fhis the Cha, o vt
in the concluding part of paragraph 8 of their lotter, but. it wilk-be se::‘tha; eff:
Vil ey o L sy s tended to

-
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4. The Railway is now fully taken advantage of for the conveyance of the
Mails in question, although Express Trains have not been employed for their con-
veyance between Bombay and Poona, and Bangalore and Madras. But, apart from
the inconvenience which such a measure is likely to occasion on our single lines of
Railway, it is doubtful whether the advantage would be commensurate with the
great additional cost which would be entailed thereby.

5. As far as the Overland correspondence received via Bombay is concerned,
the time noted ahove shows only that actually taken up in transit by each despatch.
As a limited Eétablisﬁmént only is maintained on the line, a portion of _it 18 neces-
sarily detained at Poona for despatch on two or three successive days. This also
can be remedied at very great additional cost, but I have lately had occasion to
bring the subject to the notice of the Director General of the Post Office in India.
I subjoin copy of my letter, No. 92, dated 30th ultimo.

6. With regard to a better scheme for the conveyance of the Mails in question,
the Government are aware that a proposal for their conveyance by Steamer between
Bombay and Beypore or Narakal has been disallowed by the Government of I.ndia.
Some time ago, I had under notice the expediency of making use pf the Railway
beyond Poona to Sholapore, and diverting these Mai.ls by :che route thence to
Bellary and Cuddapah ; but this plan had to be put aside, as it was found that the
length of line by this route between the Railway at Sholapore and Cud(.lapah was
nearly 400 miles, and the road nearly throughout impracticable for a Mail cart.

7. Since the opening of the Railway to Cuddapah and Moodanoor, I have .had
this route again under consideration, but find that it would not: be safe or exped}ent
to adopt it until another instalment of the Railway is opened either from Sholapox:e
or from Moodanoor. When this takes place, I hqpe to be able t.o arrange for tl}elr
carriage, either by horse dawk or runners, over the .reduced d.1st.ance in less t1m.e
than by the present route, via Poona and Bangalore. Asa prehmfnary ste.p to this
end, I lately addressed the Resident of Hyderabad and the Consulting Engme?r for
Railways, Madras, and have been informed by the former that'the next section of
the Railway from Sholapore is not expected to be opened un.tll the end of 1868,
and by the latter that the section from Moodanoor to Ghooty will probably be open-
ed by the middle of the same year.

From the Postmaster General, Madras, to the Director General of the Post Office in India,
Calcutta ; dated Madras, 30th October 1866, No. 92.

With referenc?f‘fo the complaint of the Secretary, Neilgherry Public Library, and Mr.
Ouchterlony, referred to me with your communi-

No. 889, dated 4th July 1866. cations noted in the margin, I have the honor
, 1019, » 18th ,, . 1 £
2 1664, ,, 8thSep. to state that, as it appears from the letter from

the Postmaster General, Bombay, to your
address, No. 406, (date not given), that the Mail from. England is forwarded from Poona as
quickly as the present Mail Cart Establishment can carry it, and as I learn from your letter to the
Honorary Secretary, Neilgherry Public Library, No 1017, .18th J.uly,_ that the Bombay Post
Office, has orders to forward the contents of the Mail in a certam. gpecified ord?r, . 1 do’ not .see that
any thing can be done to remove the grounds of these complzunts, unless it is deternrfmed t.o
gtrengthen the Mail Cart Establishment from Poona to Bangalore to such an extf:nt as will adm;t
of the whole of the Overland Mail being forwarded at once; and, perhaps, considering the great
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dissatisfaction which is felt throughout this Presidency with the present arrangement, conmder-
-ing, aleo, that the whole of the Mailg for Madras will probably at no distant time be sent by Bom-
hp,y, you may think it expedxent that the Establishment should be strengthened.

S ————

N_a;'we “  OmpEz THERSON, 24ih Deceriber 1868, No. 1314 .
= Uemes of the letter"frdm" the Postﬁxanter Generai and of its e Tosn

nclomré wilk
’_fummhed to the Chamber of Commerce. It is clear that the delay of wiﬁch the
Chamber oomplam, in the transmission of Mails between Madras -and Bombay, is

‘attributable to exceptional circumstances, against which it was mpomble for the

- Postal Authontms to provide.

- Chief Secretary.

1'o the Chairman of the Chamber of C‘ommerce.
’ Postmaster General. «
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Department,

‘me

The Postmaster Genoral,

Madres. 5

The Chief Seeretary to’ Grovernment,
[ ’Il ra
ey # Department,
Fort Saint George, —
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