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P oceedm(rs of the Madras Government Public Depa; tment,
10tk December 1866.

No. 20, Read the following letter from C. W. READE, Esq., Collector in
charge of the Special Agent’s Department at Cuddalore, to the Secretary
to Government, Fort Samt George; dated Cuddalore, 18th October 1866,
No. 262.

Iam reminded by a Memorandum from the Acting Under Secretary, dated
the 10th instant, that the information callc&?or in Government Proceedings, of the
27th March last, No. 329, is still due.

2. The Government desire, in paragraphs 3 and 4 of their Order under
acknowledgment, to be furnished with more definite and detailed information regard-
ing the instances of malpractices on the p’lrt of the French Emigration Recruiters,
1eferrcd to in Mr. Whiteside’s letter, and I am directed to call for the records of
the cases alluded to by the Joint Magistrate, and to annex to cach case my own
opinion of the manner in which it has been disposed of by Mr. Whiteside.

3. I now beg to forward to Government copy of the Joint Magistrate's expla-

. nation* on the subject ; ulso, as desired, the

¥ Nos. 1,2, 3 and 4. records of four casest, submitted by thai

Officer, and to each of which T have

briefly appended my remarks ; but I must brmg to the notice of Government that, on

reviewing these records lecelved from Mr. Whiteside, I at once discovercd the

serious error Le had comitted in dealing with them. The accuscd, in all four cascs,

were tried and convicted under Act XXIV of 1852—an enactment that was ropealcd

by Act XIII of 1864 ; and thus the procecdings and sentences of the Joint Magis-

trate were illegal, and the prisoners, who were still undergoing imnprisonment, wero
immediatcly released by the High Court, on my application.

4. On bringing his mistake to Mr. Whiteside’s notice, he acknowledged tho
oversight, and his cxplanation on the subject will be found in Lis letter marked C,
in answer to mine marked B.

5. Such being the result of these four particular cascs, it follows, of course,
that all other cascs of a like kind disposcd of by Mr. Whiteside, and referred to in
his letter of the 20th May last, were dealt with in an cqually illegal manner; but as
there were no persons still undergoing imprisonment in connection with any of
them, I did not deem it necessary to move further in the matter.

6. Agrecably to the 5th paragraph of their orders, I beg finally to submit to
Government a copy of the correspondence which has passed between M. Erny, the
Emigration Agent, and myself, beginning with my letter of the 22nd March 1865 ;
and, in explanation of my permitting the appointment of Sub-Agents, or Pctty
Maistries, to aid the licensed Recruiters, I beg to refer Government to their Proceed-
ings, under date the 2nd November 1864, No. 1253, as well as to those of the 7th
December 1864, No. 1380, and it was on these orders I acted, when called upon by
tlie French Emigration Agency to give effect to the extended instrumentality thus
sanctioned ; but I desire to point out, that, in so doing, I was conscious that the Law
was not with me, as intimated in my letter to Government, recorded with their Pro-
cecdings last quoted, and as noted i paragraph 7 of my first letter to M. Lruy,
and Government will observe, throughout my correspondence with that gentleman,
that I was most careful and solicitous that these Sub-Agents should be placed under
the strictest control and surveillance, to prevent as far as possible the abuses
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to which I was afraid their entertainment might lead, and, failing subjection to the
conditions proposed by me, I threatened my withdrawal of cons
ment, and finally I did withdraw it, and for some time past no Sub-Agents or Petty
Maistries have been recognized or allowed in the District ; but I ma; observe that
the recent Orders of Government, permitting the Consular Agent to pass all who
appear for recruitment before him in Wdicherry, hasalmost putan entire stop to
the recruiting of emigrants by the Offi¢ers of my District. In some way or other
every one now appears to find his own|way into Pondicherry, and there recruits
himself, and, of course, this systemn presents facilities to both the Recruiter and
recruited which were not likely to be 1dst sight of, but it has an obvi

“ to remove all preliminary check to impfoper practices in the interest o
and this is to be regretted. However,
recruited are released, and that there h
tion,

ent to the arrange-

ous tendency
f Emigration,
t may be true that, ultimately, persons so
§ mever been an instance of forced emigra-

7. It will not be out of place herd to notice the great st
which has been occasioned by the lat very unfavorable a
Upwards of 3000 persons have emigrgted from my District since January last—
the majority within the last few m¢nths. This large exodus, if a subject of
regret for the country, can hardly be fso regarded for the emigrants themselves
and it is not to be wondered at when we bear in mind the prospects of a cool):
emigrant after once landing in the Colgnies, and hig prospects in his own land when
engaged in the same humble sphere.

8. Iwill not trouble Government with any further remarks on the explana-
tion of Mr. Whiteside. In my letter recorded with the Government Proceedings
under present acknowledgment, I have|sufficiently expressed my views, founded on
my own experience ; and while it cannpt be denied that abuses do occasionally take
place, and from which the most guarded system is not free, I am able to testify to
the careful and considerate manner in which emigration is carried on and all
Recruits are treated by the Agency Department in Pondicherry,
single instance of any man or woman having been taken out of the country
against his or her will; and, after all, I submit that thisis the main, if not the
only, point on which caution and profection are required, where emigration, as a

system, has the high sanction of a National Convention between the two nations of
Fngland and France.

imulus to emigration
ud distressing season.

and there is no

—

A.
From W. S. WHITESIDE, Esq., Joint Makistrate of South Arcot, to C. W. READE, Esq.,
Magistrate of South Arcot ; dated Guddalore, 28th May 1866.

In accordance with the Order of Government, No. 329, dated 27th March last, I have the
honor to furnish a brief statement of the facts of each of the cases lately tried by me, in which
individuals were accused of crimping Britislf subjects, in view to supply the
Company with emigrants, referred to in m
No. 85, paragraph 6.

2. The first of these cases is Calendar L#o. 7 of 1866 on my file. The prisoner was a man of
the name of Mukan, and he was charged with having decoyed a young married woman, named
Veerayee, from her house in Virdachellum to Pondicherry, where she was placed in the Emigra-
tion Godown, after having been passed by M.Erny. The woman, Vecrayee, stated that she met the
prisoner one evening, when returning from the bazaar ; that he accosted her, and, after some little

French Emigration
letter to your address of the 22nd February last,
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conversation, offered her jaggery and some kind of ¥ seeds or grain to eat; .tITat, havirfg eaten what
he gave her, she immediately became stupified, so as to be incapable of .exerclsm)g he.r will, and,owlzzn
ordered by prisoner to follow him, obeyed him, ancl was taken str_alght to Pondicherry. dn le:
way, the prisoner spoke to a young boy whom he ‘\:’-éaw on the br1dgfe near Cu('idalore., an htoo
him on also to Pondicherry, where he and Prosecut?1x were locked upin 2 room in a private house
in the Town, whence, after a day's detention, prisog?lg}' rem?ved‘them to the private godown kepthon
the beach by the Maistry Kanaga Pillay, where Pr » Sec}ltnx was kept for four days, and was t e;l |
taken along with the boy above mentioned, by thclfi prisoner ‘.Mukan, befo:'e M. Erny, who passe
them both as emigrants, and they were placed in thhf Emigration Company’s Godowa. Prosecutrix
gtated that M. Erny did ask her, and some other per 'Sons who were brought before him at the sa'me
time with herself, whether they were all willing to e ‘mbark, but that, before 'any of them h:?,d tlfne
to say a word, a Maistry then present, whose appeara: ce_ she describes very minutely, struck in with
assurance to M. Erny that all the parties then befor«,{? him were willing to embark. M..Emy ab ones
ordered advances of money and cloths to be made to / cach person, and the above mentioned Maistry
then wheedled the emigrants out of the money so ®advanced to them, on the plea that.he would
procure and supply them with necessaries for thei‘f\l;l‘ voyage. Prosecutrix says she did not see
Mukan receive any money, but she saw him get a ne'# cloth given him as a present at. the Godown.
The Maistry above alluded to (and who, from the de:%cription, I be]ietve to be the Maistry Madura-
nayagum Pillay) gave him that cloth. ProsecutriZk was confined in the Godown for soxfue days,
and at last her father came from Virdachellum, and® found her in the Godown. Prosecut.nx stated
that she was not able to call any of her relatives ofr acquaintance to support her assertu?ns. She
gave her evidence in the clearest and most straightfor %ard manner, and withoub.cxagg.eratlon. She
specified minute details without hesitation, and stoodx} a very searching examinat.n n without bre.ak-
ing down in any point. I think that no unbiassed p&rson can read her depositxon-before me w1th'-
out being convinced of its truth and accuracy. ‘.r_:'\The father of the Prosecutr‘lx depo.sed to h'lS
daughter’s sudden disappearance from his house, his ®earch for her, and finally discovering her in
the French Emigration Godown, when she explained tjo him how she had been placed there ; aqd as
the French authorities refused to let her out of thct Godown, unless he paid Rupees 17, the sum
they asserted his daughter owed them for advances, keep, &ec., he returned to the Joint Magistrate
and complained, who sent him to Mr. Norfor, throughl whose interference his daughter was at once

* released. There was no other evidence for the pros’cution ; the prisoner denied the charge, and

declared that, on the day when Prosecutrix left her hduse and went to Pondicherry (and which date
he mentioned very accurately) he had himself gone Jith several individuals, whom he named, to
gell skins at Bhowany, in the Coimbatore District. I"summoned all those persons, and, also, the
Village Magistrate and the Monigar of prisoner’s villa?ge, five in all, and every one of them denied
all knowledge of the prisoner’s actions or whereabouts' during the four months preceding the trial.
When the evidence for the defence had been recordfed, and before I had commenced to pass
gentence, the prisoner begged for mercy, on the ground that this was his first offence (** Mudal
Kuttam’’). The prisoner’s outward appearance was that! of an ordinary cooly, but it was very evident
that he was well acquainted with the details of the woftk of the Emigration Agency. He interrupt-
ed the trial of his case repeatedly, with fluent explanafions of how impossible it was for him to have
decoyed the prosecutrix away to Pondicherry, and spo’ke in the most glib manner fff *“ Licenses,”
¢t Maistries”, ¢ Recruiters’’, *‘ Emigrants”, &e., usinlg the English words, and showing that he was
really different from what he seemed. I felt no doubt;:WhatevGr of the truth of the charge. The
prisoner’s own defence, which was most carefully recorded, had entirely broken down, and I.G?n"wt-
ed him, and sentenced him to eight months’ rigorous iy prisonment, according to the provisions of
Sections 5 and 6, Act XXIV of 1852. The prisoner ade no appeal against my sentence.

3. The second case was No. 196 of 1865 on my file. The prisoners were fI‘ondavaroya,n
and Esaph Sah, who were charged with having decoy ed a young man, named Ch.mman, a.bout .24
years of age, from Porto Novo to Pondicherry, where hie was eventually locked up in the megra.tx on
Godown. The 1st witness, Chinnian, stated that he wWas in the bazaar at Porto Novo one evening,
and was accosted by the prisoner Tondavaroyan, who w¥ accompanied at the time by the 2nd priso-
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ner, Esaph Sah. He was asked by Tondavarg

cherry. He consented, and received Annag 520 b0 take some mats, for hire, asa cooly, to Pondi-

and return to the prisoner for the mats. e ;dvance, and it was arranged that he should go home
prisoner came there and fetched him awag. '“tayed at his house until next morning, and then lst
carrying the mats for sale. That, on arrival, B then went to Pondicherry with the two prisoners,
detained there for two days by a Maistry, w &was taken by the prisoners to the Hospital, and was
then taken to the Godown, and was passed by would not allow him to quit the building. He was

the room whon M. Erny passed witness ; and g 1. Erny. The two prisoners were each present in

fen the usual advance of Rupees 15 was paid him,
in the Godown it would be stolen. He wag de_.
discovered to be laboring under a certain orga;

the Doctor’s order. He at once returned to Pg
the 1 rto No i i 1 t'ssi
individuals that the persons they were scarchir% for h;g’ ﬁ: z;:rl;:jnv;z::i?gmgszf mxssmg
. i , , ondicherry, an
;exr': tl{fn in thj1 ?TOW?- PTh?i _2Ed Witness Wi 4 boy, named Muttian, who was also decoyec); from
orto Lvovo, and taken to Pondicherry by the ?wo prisoners along with 1st witness. He corrobo-

rates the Ist witness in all the important partj ulars of his statement. He is a sharp aud intel
: 058 1 porsar . and intel-
ligent boy, anj ll)lls.m 851101109.“’&; g1Ven in a velly clear and precise manner. The 3rd witness was a
won.mn, named Peria Chellai, the mother of 15 witness, who deposedto the fact of the two prisoners
having come to her house to fetch her son, an her seeing him depart in their company, after 1st
, after 1s
ke her son as far as Cuddalore, and send him back

them placed in the Emigration Godown it

) t, on bei en insi
15t witness, whom he had known o6 I cing taken inside the Godown, he saw the

orto { Novo ; that they wept together, and explained how

they came to be there ; and that, when priso er
he re ; s was let out of the Godown after hi
dition of body was discovered, he sent by him |, message to his father in nportzl(')l;;ounhealthy v

where he was to be found.  Fifth witness, Ve ran, is the father of 4th witness, an d#;;:::zg hx:n
meeting 1st witness in Porto Novo, aftar heh d been abgent from the village son’le time an% b?' 0
told by him that he had just been let out of the Emigration Godown at Pondicherry, wl;ere he Iing
scen his son confined ; that he at once went [there and procured 4th witness’ rele’ase The ;
soners denicd the charge altogether, and they| declared that they certainly did take the .lst wit:: y
a3 a cooly carrying mats to Pondicherry, but that, immediately on his arrival there, he was paid tlf:
balance of his hire, and let go, and they saw no more of him, and have no idea as to how he
found his way into the Emigration Godown. They each declined to call any witness in their own
defence. As the 1st prisoner denied baving fletched the 1st witness from his house, and mentioned
a certain woman as having done so, she was sent for by me, and examined as a witness, and admj-
ted having taken 2nd witness to the 2nd prikoner’s house, but denied having done go with llst
witness. That was the case, and being of opfinion that it was fully made out, I convicted each of
the prisoners, and sentenced the 1st to six mdnths’ rigorous imprisonment, and the 2nd (as bein
guilty in a less degree) to three months’ rigofous imprisonment, under the provisions of the a.bovi
quoted enactment. :

4. The third case tried was No. 14 of }866 on my file. The prisoners in this case were the
same as in the 2nd case I have just describgd ; the evidence being almost the same. The pri
soners were charged with decoying a young) man named Muttian (2nd witness in Calendar Cas;
No. 196 of 1865) from Porto Novo to Ponf{licherry, and there placing him in the Emigration
Godown. ITe stated that a woman, named Sivjagangai, called him to 2nd prisoner’s house, to carry a
load to Pondicherry ; that he saw both the pfrisoners together at 2nd prisoner’s house ; that 2pq
prisoner supplied 1st prisoner with moncy (Annas 2), which was then given to witness ag advance -
that 2nd prisoner then gave him some rice wfith tamarind and vegetable sauce ; that, as soon as hc:
had eaten that food, he became so stupified ghat he hardly knew what he was doing ; that he wag
taken to Pondicherry by the two prisoners ; :
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witness in Calendar Case No. 196 of 1865), carried af:bundle of mats. There were also two.or three
other individuals who are not mixed up in this case. | The witness goes on to depose with great
minuteness to the manner in which they were taken to the Hospital, an.d thence to a toddy shop,
where they were made drunk by the prisoners, and th#n back to the !’:IOprt_al, .where they were kfapt
for two days. He adds that a man, named Munian, ca@e with the prisoners, hlmseli:, and Chinnian
from Porto Novo, butt ha the got so very drunk in the toddy shop, and became 80 vxolen?, that the
prisoners could not get him into the Hospital, and ﬁn#lly they let him 80 ; that the prisoners re
turned to the Hospital at the end of two days, gave them toddy to drink, and took him and 2nd
witness to the Emigration Godown, where they were examined and passed b.y M. Erny. He staf,es
that an advance of Rupees 15 was given to him by the “‘ gentleman,” who said ¢‘ you had better give
the Rupees to the man who brought you here ;" that ;Lhe then han.ded over the Rupees 15 to the
1st prisoner, who gave him back Rupees 2, saying ?t was for h'xs expenses ; 'that. he was then
locked up in the Godown, and after seven days the box Ramasawmi was brotlght in, he having also
been decoyed from Porto Novo by the prisoners. He states that _he ga:Yq his own 'na.me. correctly
at the Emigration Office, but was always called ** Ponnan of Vullianur’” by the emigration people,
who further said his father’s name was Subbaroyan af‘\nd not Ton.daroyan, as he had stated. . The
2nd witness was in the same way always called ‘“ Ram@an'’ while in the Godow'n. The '2nd witness
Chinnian corroborates these statements in every particular. The 3rd witness, Slva,gangz‘n, states that
1st prisoner ordered her to get a cooly to go to Pondiqherry ; that she brought 1s’t witness to 2nd
prisoner's house, where both the prisoners were. She corrobora:tes the 1st Wxt-ness statement as to
the payment of the advance, &ec. The 4th witness is the} fat?xer-m-law of Ist w1t‘ness. I?e deposes to
the sudden disappearance of his son-in-law, his search for him, and, finally, to his learning frc:m 2nd
witness that he had been taken to Pondicherry by tge prisoners, and there locked up .m the
Godown ; that he went there, and found him, and as th Emigration Agents rcifused to let him out,
he went to the Joint Magistrate and complained, and, subsequently }ﬁs gon-in-law was relea.sed_
The 1st prisoner denied the charge. He made the same statement asin the last case, and declined
to call any witness in his own behalf. The 2nd prisoner was defended by a regular Va.keel,, anfl
he, through his Vakeel, when asked had he any remarks to offer, voluntefered to turn (-Queen 8 evi-
dence, and furnish all the information in his power respecting the kidnapping of people mt.o French
territory, for shipment as emigrants to the French Colonies. As it was my earnest desire to ob-
tain all information of a reliable nature on this subject that I could procure, I accep'ted the offer
of the prisoner, and formally tendered him a pardon in writing, in the manner prescribed by Sec-
tion 209 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. The prisoner Esaph Sah then made a long s.tatement,
which is deserving of careful attention. That deposition speaks for itself, and is a very important
document. 1In it, Esaph Sah stated, most positively, that the 1st prisoncr has, for some ler}gth of
time back,been systematically employed in crimping persons from the BritishTerritories, for shipment
4o the French Colonies, Burmah, and Moulmein. That he was a regular Agent for the collection
of coolies for the French Emigration Agency, being paid Rupees 3 a head for all whom he managed
to bring in. He shows, in the clearest way, the manner in which the 1st prisoner‘was accustomed
to ply his trade, and also how his conduct was connived at, and assisted by the Head Maistry, Mfm_-
thuranayagum Pillay, and the Hospital Writer, Ponnusawmi Pillay, who was accustomed to detain
in the Hospital all the cooly people brought in by 1st prisoner, until the time came when they were
to be brought before M. Erny, to be passed as emigrants. The 2nd prisoner confirms, in the most
positive manner, the statements of Muttian, Chinnian, | and Raman as to the treatmex.lt they ex- »
perienced, and the manner in which they were entrapped into, and detained in, the Hospital at ?on-
dicherry by 1st prisoner. He also deposes to the invitations made to him by the Head Man_stry
Mathuranayagum Pillay, to collect and bring coolies in the same manner a8 1st prisoner was doing, _
with a promise of the same rate of remuneration. This statement is so 1mpf)rtant, and throws so
much light on the frauds I have been inquiring_into so carefully, that I desire a true copy of. it
may be forwarded, along with this Report, for the information o_f Govern'ment. .I had no ?egltatxon
whatever in convicting the 1st prisoner on the charge, and sentenced him to six months’ rigorous
imprisonment, in addition to the former sentence recorded above.



6 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Departmeni,
10th December 1866.

5. 1In the 4th case, the same prisoner Toﬁdavm‘ ; . .

ing a young boy I_mme.d Ramasawmi from Porto N ovo?ii?i ::l?ix];; 111}1:1 i:};’:;:;? ;harged L”th ho wos

placed in the ]i.lmlg.ratlon Godowns. Ramasawmnj is asharp, intelligent lad oflcberxt'yl,; cre he was

and he gave his evxde.nce.in a very clear and". straightforward manner , I'Ia :u d AR

gone to the bazaar with his father, and when he went home loitered l.)ehiniisha:te . that he ha.d

soner, who was accompanied by 2nd prisoner, :spoke to him, and asked him to uvn ; that 1St- P

Pondicherry. On his consenting, the 1st pri%oner gave him Annas 2 advan carrfl al:n atfor hfm to

ers at once set 0}1t for Pondicherry, taking with them the witness Rama:: ' t ; N

named Tiagavelli, .who had been engaged by the prisoners to carry a provisio‘:;r!l?’ 8:1 ;ﬂotl.xer boy

for them. Or? arrival, Ramasawmi and Tiag:ivelli were told to take their load i ‘(:1 0ndu?hen:y

house, to which they were taken, and as soon as they entered a R, Malﬁtl‘y X

out to them for that purpose, the door was locked upon the Lo ot was pointed

in close confinement for three days, and on the 4th da (m}; andi they wore k?pt tl.lere

were broken sufficiently) they were both taken bhefore M. Er‘n; bw 5:; & Suppose their spirits

were passed as emigrants. Witness states that, when asked by M.y Ern :ﬁ I;;lsonsrs’ a,nd- tl.xey

to.go on board ship, he replied he wanted to go home, but that no attenij;rion va 1 ; Nl

said. He states that Rupees 15 was placed in his hands, and the st vri o '}.‘)al to what be
once took possession of it,and gave him back Rupees 2, which he said was fofh'soner ohararoyan st
was then placed in the Godown where he saw the young man Chinnian. wh . e}:IpenSOS, and that ho
Novo ; that they wept together; and that Chinnian, when let out of tI;eVZ‘r Odm e o v P‘OMO
message to his father, who then came and obtained his release from the Godown, et i »
the boy Tiagavelli was left behind in the Godown, and that he was also am:)ioown:c 1?0 e
he adds that, while in the Godown, his name was entered in the Recister :rs:d y lledlet o a’nd
Muster of Emigrants, as Alagan instead{of Ramasawmi. The 2n°d Wit;le C(;"h_e 'at e dully
to having been in the Emigration Godown a Pondicherry, when the bo Ra,mss’ lflm&n, deposes
in, to his explanation of the circumstances(of his being decoyed fromyhis h:rizwbmlthwas IE)rought
and to his having taken to Ramasawmi’s father intelligence of his son’s conﬁncmeut)r tz P‘;;SOHGTS,
The 3rd witness, Veeran, is the father of the/boy Ramasawmi. He corroborates his slolil’ et tOdOW’l-
as to his going to the bazaar with him, his disappearance, and the manner in which fls travellod
about the country for many days, in vain, making inquiries for his lost son. At last he trav(?u'ed
nian, who told him of his son’s being in Pondicherry, whither he at once hastened, a de met' -
releaged. The 1st prisoner made the same| statement as before. He admitted l’ma.vlil g:)tkhls o
boy Ramasawmi to Pondicherry, to carry a mat, but declares that, immediately on arr'lgl ah o the
paid him and let him go, and that he cannot{explain what became of him, or Low it was 1t\1’;1 tt ore he
asin the casc of all the other coolies so broyght by him to Pondicherry, almost immedi ai: ;hls oo
wards, was placed in the Emigration Godown. He declined to call any witnesses for l:he g ier-
The 2nd prisoner admitted that the boy Ragnasawmi was employed to carry kis mats to P ed'efence.
for sale, but states that he did not go wigh him there ; that Ist prisoner came to hi ey
Novo with the boy, before starting, but that he declined to accompany them; and ltlﬁ tathPorto
zoing two days later to Cuddalore, when he)met 1st prisoner, who handed him t’he ri ah N
been realized by the sale of his mats in Fondicherry, and told him he had left the bp “; foat hzu%
in the Emigration Godown. He declined to call any witnesses in support of ki Oyt ——
convicted the 1st prisoncr without hesitation, and sentenced him to 6 months’ rigorousssf ate{llents- !
in addition to the two former sentcnces updn him ; and I also convicted the 2nd .lmpl”lsonmeflt,
ering that there could be no reasonable doybt that he was acting in concert with It);'lSOner, c?ns1d_
in this case, as he certainly had in the prededing ones ; but viewing his degree of glifl tilhsctsprlsc;ner
s as less

h~inous than that of 1st prisoner, T only sqntenced him to the miti
) mitigated pen:
rigorous imprisonment, under the Act spegiﬁed before, ¢ penalty of three monthe

t
6. These arc the cases that I have;lately tried, and I f
, eel confident that an
y one who

. "om b]as and ho t l d o t

P T T T R
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dence T have taken in the cases, of which I have

% 1. Calendar case, No. 196 of 1865. 7
2 Do. 707 of 1866 now the honor to forward the records,* will rise
8 gg ”» ié gg » from their perusal, convinced of the truth of

. ” t L4

the statements in general, and that the convic-

tions I arrived at in these cases arc fully borne out by the evidence then before me.

7. TIn these cases, I have spared no pains to obtain every scrap of evidence that was procur-
able, and every witness who came before me Wwas cross examined by me at great length on every
point that seemed to be important.

8. In paragraph 8 of your letter to the Chief Secretary to Government, No. 76, of the 19th
March last, you observe that *“ the recruited persons are not for one moment to be believed in the
¢gtories with which they are ever ready’”, and that they donot hesitate to tell any amount of lies
¢¢ hearing falsehood on their very face.” I am not myself aware of the facts of the cases that have
impressed you with the opinion you have thus placed on record, but I certainly think you will be
unable to make a similar assertion in regard to these cagses that I have now tried. The partieg
recruited (‘‘or kidnapped’’) whom I have examined were, in nearly every instance, unacquainted with
one another; they had had no opportunity for concocting their statements when they came before me ;

they were subjected to a searching examination by me; and yet, in cvery important particular, there

is a similarity that indicates they were speaking to facts that had actually taken place within their
further supported by the con-

own knowledge. The truth of thesc statements, moreover, i3 still
fession of the prisoner Esaph Sah, the accuracy of which I suppose is unquestionable.

9. There would, of course, be room for doubt, if one individual alone made such assertion
unsupported by other evidence, but when a number of persons, unconnected with each other, on
repeated occasions, detail with great minutencss circumstances that they say took place within
their own expericnce, and those statoments are found to coincide with each other in the chief par-
ticulars, it is impossible to belicve that each one of those deponcnts is narrating pure inventions
of his own. ‘

10. In paragraph 9 of your letter above quoted, you obscrve that I am almost the only Officer
in this District who has experienced difficulty in dealing with the French Emigration Agents ;
but, if I am not extremely mistaken, Messrs. O. B. Irvine, Grose, and Wright could each specify
instances in which they have detected gross frauds on the part of the Officers of the Emigration
Department. Perhaps they have not had quite so many cascs of the kind as I have, but that is no
reason why I should be ¢ laboring under a misconception of the interests of the Maistrics,” or
¢ the feelings of the Department located in Pondicherry.”

11. The Maistries are each paid a certain gratuity on every cooly they manage to get into
the Godown in Pondicherry ; and as they are, to a man, chosen from the lower and poorer classes
of the community, they naturally stick at nothing that will further *‘ their interests ;" as regards
the ¢ feclings of the Emigration Department”” in Pondicherry, you may be better informed than
I am, but, I confess, I think it is very clear, from the inquiries I have lately conducted, that coolies
are reccived into the Emigration Godown with dangerous avidity, even though brought to the
Emigration Office by individuals who are known not to be licensed Agents of the Emigration Com-
pany. M. Erny may individually be anxious to avoid the commission of frauds on the part of his

Subordinates, but certainly his supervision does not prevent those Agents from systematically

acting in defiance of the Law.

12. Before concluding this letter, I would notice one more point : in Calendar Case No. 114
of 1865, on my file, I convicted one Vencatasawmi Naick of having appeared before me dressed as
aring the usual belt, and in possession of a License made out by the Protector of
in favor of ¢ Ponnusawmi Pillay, son of Mathuranayagam Pillay.” Vencata-
s, the Ponnusawmi Pillay specified in

a Maistry, we
Emigrants in Madras,
gawmi Naick represented himself to be, and swore that he wa
the License, and, having subsequently admitted that this was false, I convicted him.

13. In the confession of Esaph Sah, that I now forward, you will observe that he states that
the name of the person who acts as Mathuranayagam Pillay's Agent, and who detains at the Hos-
pital in Pondicherry all the coolies that are kidnapped and brought there, is Ponnusawmi Pillay.
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It would be an i tant poi i i
mportant point established, i it could be shown that this Ponnusawmi Pillay is the

son of Mathurana i1l i i
nayagam Pillay named in thy false License produced before me by Vencatasawmi

Naick, and which he received without doubt,a‘rom Mathuranaya, Pill
: yagam Pillay.

1 . . . K
Subor:;inatI:s zi'nif:rlEniit h:a:;;IIfh];fa th:tma*y convictions Thave made of Maistries and other
£ Partmels a5 also in these last cages, it is a noteworthy fact

that i i ;
in no one instance has an appeal been Ploferred to the Session Judge, by tho individuals I had

punished. The 2nd Prisoner, the latter casee was rogularly defended by & Vakeol, and they each

announced to me their intention of appealinglyyq;

! ‘against my sentences, but they have not done so, and
had the?r beex% wrongly convicted, there can g no doubt that an appeal would have b ’ d
very quickly indeed. ‘ 76 boen presente

15. Finally, I feel called upon to state -
lly, » with regard to the w i
cause of all this correspondence, that the woman Pungavanam whzm:;:i:;ilix::& ‘;]1:; };'as beelr’l :‘]tw
) rom Porto
Novo, has given a deposition,* in which she

' declares that she took Latchmi strai
. aight from h
Village to Pondicherry, and that she was never taken before any Officer in Cuddalore a;]gd regr?slzler:;

ag an emlgrar.lt. Latchmi stated to you she was passed in Cuddalore before she t to Pondi

cherry. I think there can be no doubt that this assertion of her’s was onl what wﬁn o Pondi-
to say by the Subordinates of the Emigration Department ; for it is incregjble tl? : V.V: § tutored
assert) she was recruited, brought here by s licensed Maistry, and bona-fide a.s:ad i (as th?y
grant by a Magisterial Officer in Cuddalore, the Officers of the Emigration Depaftment a8 :ir(li clslmx-
taken the extremely unnecessary precaution of re-registering her as an emigrant, as Wwo ave
got her into Pondicherry. » 38 8o0n a8 they

Forwarded herewith.

-

From W. S. WHITESIDE, Esq., Joint Magistrate of South Arcot, to.C. W. READE E
Magistrate of South Arcot; dated Cuddalore, 29th May 1866. 4 , Hsq.,

I have the honor, herewith, to forward you the records of the crimping cases, lately tried b
me, for your perusal. The records in each case are distinct, and I do not appreh e;l d th yt 1€ 'y
experience any difficulty in forming an opinion upon them. at you will
o 2. T do not propose to offer ‘‘any observations or further i ion” 3 o
the manner in which I have disposed of these cases, as I conceive ntf;);:l :l:;o:‘,lrialzznwiizlanagon of
perfectly according to Rule, and that the evidence speaks for itself, and amply bears Ou::}z: ucte.d
sion I ultimately arrived at in each instance. Should you, after perusal of the papers, be of e flecx-
ent opinion, I shall feel obliged by your furnishing me with copy of the r . P' , be of a differ-
to offer to Government. emarks you feel called on

3. In my report of yesterday's date upon these cases, forwarde
Government, I have coufined my observations strictly  to the cases lat
I understand the Order of Government, calling for that report, 4, refe
cases. If, however, I am mistaken in this opinion, Iam, of C,Ourse r
mental report, detailing the facts of each case of the kind that | 1’1
this District in 1862. This would be a bulky document, anq would
not think Government want it.

4. Your letter under reply reached me when overwhelmeq with
Jummahbundy, as well as my current business, and I have o b
for the preparation of my report to Government, oen a

n——

B.
From C. W. READE, Esq., Magistrate and Special A, '
gent, to
Magistrate, South Arcot ; dated Cuddalore, 9th June 1;‘(736 S-NWHITESIDE, Esq., Joint
» No. 151, ’

I am in receipt of your letters, respectively dated 28th and 20t}
warding, agreeably to the Orders of Government, No,329 of the 27t} May, N 08, 171 and 172, for-

in certain cases of alleged crimping, in which you haye convicted ang March lat, your Proceedings

Punished the accused,

d for the information of
ely investigated by me, as
solely to those individual
prepared to send in a supple-
ave tried since I have Jjoined
take time to prepare, but I do

work connected with the
ble until now to sparc time

\
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9. 1 observe that in the four cases you have sent to me, the accused in each has been arraigned
and convicted under the provisions of Act XXIV of 1852, an Act which has been wholly repealed
by Act XIILof 1864, and which latter came into force as Law on the Ist July of the same year.
Consequently, the whole of your proceedings and sentences in these and other like cases, of a date
subsequent to the introduction of the Act last quoted, are strictly illegal ; and before submitting my
report to Government, together with the records received from you, it seems imperative that I should
call on you for any explanation you may have to offer in justification of your proceedings, taken
under a repealed enactment, a circumstance which at once renders the convictions arrived at by
you wholly nugatory. :

3. It onlynow remains at once to order the release of the accused, who are still in Jail.
There were in all thirteen persons tried and con-

Cases, Prisoners. Sentence. Date. : . . . .
7 1" g Months rigorous 95th July 1865, vieted by you, as particularized in the margin,
14 1 6 do. _ do. 8th Feb. ,  in regard to one of whom, who stands as 2nd

9 1st Prisoner. 6 months rigorous 8th Feb,1866. . .
15 T 3 o o, do. do. prisoner in Cases 15 and 196, the sentence has
21st do. 6 do.  do. do.do already expired, and he has, of course, been

108 2nd do. 3 do. do. = do. do. . bl ‘
released ; but the remaining two are still in Jail,

one undergoing an aggregate sentence of 18 months, and for the release of these, 1 have to request

that you will at once issue the needful orders.

* 4 Section 72 of Act XIII of 1864 is in supersession of Section 5 of Act XXIV of 1852,
under which you have erroncously acted, but you will observe that, by Section 81 of the former Act,
no imprisonment in default of payment of fine under Section 72 can exceed 6 months, so that, in
one case, No. 7, your sentence of 8 months is altogether beyond what the present law allows, while
in none of the cases have you given the accused the option of a fine, as provided for in Section 72—
but this of course, as the provisions of the law under which you acted in ignorance does mnot pre-

seribe fines.
5. You will no doubt see that you have misapprehended the nature of the offence under the
ting law. Before Emigration was legally sanctioned, there was a necessity for the severity of

exis ‘
punishment imposed by the law for enticing people out of the country by improper means ; but since

the Emigration enactments and the National Convention on the subject between the two nations of
France and England, the character of the crime of erimping has assumed a different aspect, and all
that was required on this radical change was legislative interference to prevent persons being
carried out of the country against their will, or by resort to unlawful means and measures, and any
other course than that laid down was declared to be illegal, and was made penally cognizable as

above noted.

6. I will not address Government until I shall have received your reply to this letter, so that
your explanation may at once accompany my report, and thus avoid a second reference ; mean-
while, it is important that 1 should draw your attention to the necessity there is for ordering the
immediate release of any other prisoners still in Jail, who may have been improperly tried and com-
mitted by you under the provisions of Act XXIV of 1852, on dates subsequent to the intervention
of Act XIII of 1864, by which the former enactment was wholly repealed.

———

C.

From W. S. WHITESIDE, Esq., Joint Magistrate, South Arcot, to C. W. READE, Esq., Magis-
trate, South Arcot ; dated Cuddalore, 11th June 1866, No. 192.

In reply to your letter, No. 151, of the 19th instant, Y have the honor to state I observe with

great regret that the sentences passed by me upon the parties I lately convicted on charges of
crimping were 80 passed under an Act which, T am obliged to confess, I was unaware at the moment

had been abrogated. )
2. When the Fenal Code came into operation, I was careful to insert in my own copy of the
Code all the Acts or portions of Acts that had been repealed, and also a list of those that

remained in force. In this latter list was Act XXIV of 1852 and when I came to take up these

S
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cases, it entirely escaped my recollection that that Act had been repealed according to the Sche-
dule appended to Act XIII of 1864, and I accordingly tried each of the cases under the before-
mentioned Act.

Public Depariment,

; , furthermore, when 1 sent
cases to the Session Judge in the usual manner, it was scrutinized j

tion was given to me that the conviction I had m
to me in time, I should, of course, have taken ¢
as I had done,

4. With regard, however, to
at once issue orders for the release

n due course, and no intima-
ade was illegal. Had my mistake been pointed out
are, 1n the later cases that I tried, to avoid acting

be made to the High Court, in view to obtaining an orde
the release of the prisoners.

5. The convictions, being under g repealed Act, do not, of course, in any way affect the facts
of the cases themselves, as detailed before me in evidence, and I am still able

to rely with confi-
dence upon the accuracy of the witnesses' statements, although I very sincerely regret that, owing
to my unhappy oversight, there has been such g misfeasance of justice. There are now only the

T, cancelling my sentences, and directing

* Mukan, three men mentioned in the margin in' Jail,
Tondavaroyan. under sentences passed by me according to
Eseph Sah. -

| Act XXIV of 1852.
6. When making your report to Government, I sh

all feel obliged by your appending to it
copy of this explanation.

D.
From C. W. READE, Esq., Magistrate of Cuddalore, to the Registrar of the High Court, Madras ;
dated Cuddalore, 12th June 1866, No. 155.
I request the orders of the Judges of the High Court for the release of certain Pprisoners

indicated in the margin, and who have been ille-
1 Mukan, eight monthg’ rigorousf%th January 18686, gally sentenced to rigorous imprisonment by the
2 ﬁg%%tfmroyap, eighteen months’ rigorous—8th February  Joint M.a,gistrate, under Act XXIV of 1852, a
Law which was wholly repealed by Act XIIT of

1864.
ases of these prisoners, and their coming under
he administration of the Emigration Laws in this

m of recruiting for the French Colonies by the

French Emigration Agency, had astracted the notice of Government, and consequ<nt on representa-

tions affecting that system made by the Joint Magistrate, Mr. Whiteside, the Government called on

that Officer, through me, to submit any proceedings he had held, together with the convicetions and

sentences recorded, in illustration. The Government further desired that when forwarding the

cases received from Mr, Whiteside, I should submit my own opinion on cach.
3. Agreeably to these instructj

2. The circumstances connected with the ¢
niy notice, are briefly as follows :—The subject of
District, especially in conneetior. with the syste

o e e

e

Ly e

e e e T

A

,,,,, e
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itesi igi losed, marked A, pointing
d Mr. Whiteside the original of the letter,* enc ed, : ] ;
1 thom adrome out his mistake, and requiring the immediate can
celment of his sentences, as I viewed the case
quite exceptional, and that justice deman{ied t111.e.
itesi in his lettert,
i i i icted prisoners. Mr. Whiteside, however, in .
tomoliate relesso of the Hegully commictel enclosure B, states his opinion that he is preclud-
ed, under Section 434, of the Procedure Code,
and by the ruling of the High Court, to order
igiti herefore, to
he releage himself, and he has accordingly. demurred to my requisition, al.ld I hav:;,Zde: oro, to
o rete the immedi’ate orders of the Court, for the i'.1sta13t release ?f tl_xe }I:rxsone; :m ped i1 the Let
parag: h of this letter, and I would suggest the authority for their discharge
paragrap s
mitted to me by Telegram. .
5. 1have not thought it necessary to trouble the Judges with more of the c'or?aspozzcz:::;;
. ; 4
believing that the two enclosures, added to the facts stated in my present communicatior
ample information for the purposes of this reference.

® Dated 9th June 1866, No. 151,

¢ Dated 11th June 1866, No. 193,

E.

Proceedings of the High Court of Judicature at Madras, 15th June ltS:GO .
Read letter, dated the 12in instant, from the Ma.gijstrate oi: Sou'th Arc(::; r;q\:fexJ;gint -
the release of certain prisoners illegally sentenced to rigorous imprisonment, by
under Act XXIV of 1852. ‘ . .
tlml,e,2. The Magistrate should have submitted the recor.d of the cases ma\gizctl; lin:t::;::esw :}n;
illegal sentence to have been passed. Without it, the High C.ourt are un e e
(ho 0 tence, under Section 404. The present letter of the Magistrate does not eve L
gI:u::nu;::n ;vhat charge the prisoners in question were convicted.
(True Extract).
(Signed) P. P. HUTCHINS, .
Registrar, Appellate Side.

B el

F.
C. W. READE, Esq., Magistrate of Cuddalore, to the Registrar of the High Court of
From Juciicature, M’adras ; dated Cuddalore, 18th June 1866, No. 250.
In acknowledging the Proceedings of the High Courti, under date :5;11 ;n;:?geihave the
honor to submit the original records of the cases referred to in my letter of the idem.

2. The charge on which the prisoners, for whose release I have requested orders, were tried
and convicted, was crimping, under Section 5, Act XXIV of 1852. . e to submit

3. Under the exceptional circumstances of t.he case, I had n.ot thf)u%‘h: 1t requisite to submi
the records of the trial, but I note my mistake which shall be avoided in future.

G.
Proceedings of the High Court of Judicature at Madras, dated 25th June 1866.

Read again letter, dated 12th instant, from the Magistrate of South Arcot, requesting ord.ers
for theerelca;gse of certain prisoners illegally sentenced to rigorous imprisonment by the Joint
0

i 1852.
Magistrate under Act XXIV of . Ny

: Read also letter, dated the 18th instant, from the same Officer, forwarding original records of
i ing letter.

the cases referred to in the foreﬁomg |
| The two prisoners whose release is sought, Mukan and Tondava.royan,'have been convxctelc)l of
crimping, and sentenced by the Joint Magistrate under Act XXIV of 1852, That Act has een
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repealed, and it is clear that the sentences

ingly hereby annuls the sentences passed

Passed under it are illegal.
upon the aforesaid Prisoners,
forthwith discharged from custody.

The High Court accord-
and directs that they be

(True Extract),

, (Signed) P, p. HUTCHINS,

Begistrar, Appellate Side.

Bemarks by the Magistrate in Cage No. 7 of 1866.
All I have to remark, in regard to the conviction in thig case, i3 that, from 5 legal point of
view, I do not consider that conviction ig adequately sustained
evidence would not have sati

by the evidence, and certainly such
sfied me ; and looking to the prg .
cutrix’s story, and to the discrepan

cross examination, and have requir
interview with the accused, and he
Virdachel'lum, which is 45 mileg

! ) ensible on eating what the
prisoner had there given her, and ¢ ing to her senses, she foung herself in tﬁe Depot at
Pondicherry ; subsequently, details of what happened

not consider that the failure of the accused sat

18 by stating that, when at
hat, on com

yself have given the

the doubt, whj
of the record unquestionably leaves on my mind, mhich & perusal

Signed) (. W. RE
Cuoparore, 18th October 1866, (Sign ) READE,

Magistrate.

lrate, Aoy, Whiteside.
All these three cases are identical in thejr features

evidence recorded in each is nearly the samo, Apart from the confession made by
prisoner in Case No. 14, I am of opinion that the ev}

convict the.accused in any of the cases, but wit
to all three, any remarks from me seem unnece
evidence, in order to show its invali
prisoners has been admitted by
the conviction of the other.

ssary. It wo
dity as proof, when the arge against the
Queen’s evidence accepted for
» although the Sentenceg

mony ag
, of opinion that

(Signed) C. W. Ry DE
Cupparore, 18tk October 1866, . Moo
agistrate.
M

gent, and Monsieur E B pr Y, the Emigra-
tion Agent, beginning 22nd Marel, 1865.

From C. W. READE, Esq., Collector and Special Ag

ent, to Monsieur A, ERNY, Agent for Enmi-
gration, Pondichcrry; dated Punrooty,

22nd March 1865, No. 80.
I have received your letter of the 20th instant,

enclosing a ligt of
propose to nominate as Assistants to the licensed Reer

93 Sub-Agents whom you
uiters.
J necessary, and I fee] that
f doubtful character o be
over of my authority. [ proposed to you, at firsg* that there
or 10 to each Division of the Diserict, presided oz

i _sver by a scparate
d, also, that, if 30 were not sufficient, I wox(ﬂa

15 objections to allowing so many persons o
itinerating my District under the ¢

should be 30 persons of this class,
European Officer ; but I mentione
reasonable increage.

not object to a

e i e o,
e e
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i raging 8 for each
i tertain 64 Sub-Agents, or ave 81

1 now is that you should en 4 Sub-Ag e,

S Dol It may be said that South Arcot is divided into four pa. 8 divisions, o9
Talug of the et o particularized in the margin, and ov

| i i ig a resident
Deputy Collector, or Assistant Collector such Div]s(m, as you will 00, thore is '
guﬁdalmwm} o Gatoto, E an Officer, to whom the licensed Recruiter
illapu T ' ) A - ’ .
v;rdfcheuum....} Sub-Collector, Mr. Whiteside, ug ﬁis a Offer, towhom th lfoansed loomitr
Chellumbrum... . - e
i e A d Assistant Collector. . : D e e e .
ggﬁz::ugl ..... } - ; able ; and by placing istak well as all
Kullacurchy...... } Deputy Collector, Mr, Wright. G footing’ Y tasion and mista s, a8
Elluvanasur ......

. 3F 11 the
jorati 11 be facilitated, and as we
. k of Emigration wi L
. 3 ill be avoided, and both the Worx e two great ends in view,
mconvenlenc;, Wlllnd trickery lessened ; and since my proposaJ; :1;:: :11::; will meet with your con-
chinces o # “;fy the most likely to secure them, I can but fee
and are assure . )
. i ight be stationed with
currence. ; h Division. as noted, one or two licensed Recr;m‘ters ml(%};t r:quest bt w00
4. T think for eac ) " g 8 for each Tafuq, an o
. - allotted to each, ¢. e., . . ective functions
16 Assistants or SllllbtAg::t: the Sub-Agents so to be appomte;i, thlzt th::ﬂr: :pthe Sub-Agents
will be good enough to ly defined and understood. I could no ..
tions may be clearly de lested, and it will be an under-
and sphere of opera _ District unknown and unmo R
s s oing about the Distrl itted to act so long ag
mdlsmmma; illf o ai‘ranggement that this auxiliary staff can qnlihbe]g?:;:;;n If he quits it for
stood part of the new i be actually residing in the D1 N .
) : uiters may be a i al, will on no
the licensed Recmlte‘; :;eR es?ib Agents, who, without the presence of t;l(;ll‘ ]Pn:l}filx{:k e
. - s . . . 80
any time, 80 aE‘l'so 1(1111:(3) remain or to carry on the work of ex'nl_g.ratxon ; ane m:nth or upwards, the
accounthbe B“crezfxe licensed Recruiter does leave his Dfmsxto.n fo:f Otftlle Sub-Agents may smul-
that, whenev that the functions
’ . : d of the fact, so . d return
European Ma,glst]x;‘ate be l;l:;(-);:;inder a month, I would not interfere, but the departure an
ly cease. For any ivisional Officer.
t’}“&’: liii:rensed Recruiter should be reported to t:l@ ]')I:v:;l;)nxzatter and the foregoing arrangements
0 A erulesl s . :
e, there must be som i nding, but with-
5. As state(.i ab{)" and capable of avoiding all unpleasantness or mlsundexl'sta ) ﬂt’:’e A
soem tome very Blmlg ;e confusion and continual collision between your people f"n
out them there wou . s
; . f my District. .
trative and Ixeonive Oﬁi(;:rsotl)lr rgply to this letter, and, to give effect to my suggestlons, I ?:%ez:‘,
6 L thereforﬁ, at;ej of the licensed Recruiters nominated by you as resident Recl:ux le;s;1 -
of you to sead e :h:rl;ith a list made out from the one you .have sen.t me of theks‘fv::; theso
South Arcot, tog; lug or Division, authorized by you to assist 1.11 the enlistment w<(>11: ,t o
Agents f01: each Ta uqe be forwarded for the information and guidance of my Subor. nate 'thi,;
lists will, in dul: 60111:11; is empowered, and whois not, to carry on the work of emigration wi i
that they may know who ..
. ive jurisdictions. . ti-
their rospecte Ju:;i(::cc:f emigration recruiting, it has ever been my desire 11:0 ren;ietx; ::;1(‘)}; 1:51};
7'. o t;leI Illlla,ve heretofore carefully abstained from offering any nee.ti ?:sogesed and carried
-y aAdS’tf,illl as the Law stands, it is clearly imposed on me to 'see tlf;t 1 1G’oveinment! I have
work. 1, . to the wishes and views of my ’
idering that, in defe?‘encﬂ . by the Law, you
out, and cons'1de;:n§ stem of permitting Sub-Agents, though na.t sanci{z?neoi : j:e e m}(”de
acquicsoed i ¢ epryeciate the motives which have influenced mehln lt.efl‘:l{::l;ger of the Acs of the
will, I am sure, ap : . lity is a departure from the stric 20
S t to what in reality 1 ies is permitted
of netion 1n g“;mg eizzh recruiting emigrants for the French and other Co};!;il;steli ;)d deﬁne&
Legislature under w ire to place the arrangement on some dofin
i ly by a desire to p . o t the work
and I have be(:;z g}‘)"_d;‘i :.(l)llethu);'e difficulty and annoyance on either side in carrying ou
fOOtingr 80 a8 O.Vl
in which you are interested.

ion, tor and Special
juer A. ERNY, Agent for Emigration, to C. W. B.EA5DE, Esq., Collector p
From MO‘X“:‘; éuddalor;; dated Pondicherry, 28th March 1865. g
Ih gthe ;mnor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date the 2 \
ave _ \
1 have to apologize for not having answered sooner.
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2. Regarding the licensed Majstr; T ;
aistries, all that I can do i

18 to furnish you with the list of all

of them, as we have no Specj
pecial Agents or Maistri
ot ries for eac ac me tim ar r
ing in the South Arcot, and some time in some other Dist:;ctp s Somo time they are recruit-
8.

3. As to the number of the Sub-Agentg, the

they may think proper t N Y will follow the B o, .
o icen
Sub-Agents at th > .recljmt, and Iam aggured that there will "od Maistries whorver
T re e l?ame time in the District of the South Arcot notbo more than 15 to 25
. eg to observe that, i 3 . 0.
ve that, in the Licenseg delivered by the Protec for, it is not coned
s not mentioned that

l have &c * »

informati i » beca i
on, I cannot, and will not, recognize the Sub-Agents, nor :isli,lual;lessd y;u §imo me sach
s cord them any protec-

tion, if, indiscriminatel
, if, ! ¥> any or all of the ligt you
Police for acting as Recruiters without a Licensz et me are brosght up b7 the South Arcot

2. There must be some order and digt;

) them, unless
tain number to be attached to each Division of the Di,strict are!z,yttgr(:lp(:isals for nominating a cor-
nded to.

3. With i ;
of coutse, go a:;eil;::?: Rl:acnfx:ers I %xave. n?thing to do. They have their authori
4o ot go begond. heir funxét.rsux of their mission, and, so long as they kee w‘.lth.onty, and can,
by suflovatos only, aud g § 10115(,i tlfey ca.nx}ot be interfered with, but the léublAm the L 4w and
they should be div’ided s p 0 refl er it eﬂ'ectl've a large number ig necessary, all -I Sony 108 class
Ay o a.n a.ppomted to certain parts of the District, and ’ . solfght was that
b again repeat that it will be my duty to ignore that part of tixe sy;t::eﬂs f;hl:) l;e done, I
» an< to limit your

recruiting laborers strictly to the perso i
n
the Law. persons who are yllcensed for the express purpos, according to

and, therefore, it is imperative on m

: \ e to see that they are not
tlotz;ls‘ of a number of people (the Sub-Agents) whom the Law doesr:f)l:l:esgy
nc;l ing, unless they are duly registered and distributed in particul 001 iti
waere some sort of hold and control may be exercised over them e focali

5. If you still misunderstand my 1 I can only re .
lett i I
oo o ¥ e y er, I c ly regret it, although I have, T think taken

————

From Monsieur A. ERNY A n 10[‘ 1 i
s £Age t Emlgratlon Pondicherry W E
? y to C. . REA.D

and Special Agent, South Arcot ; dated Pondicherry, 5th April 1865, 4. Collstor

2. Yknow too well all the trouble

much obliged to you, but I onl
s Y regret that istri
they always delay what I ack fuor. the Maistries do not understand any thing, and that

; d i i
T have the honor to encloge, herewith thealtfs(i ff? Itll(li:ec;'l e;ry, ot pril 1865
’ he Su

sion, 88 per your letter of the 22nd March last. Agents agreed by you for each Divi-
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2. Kindly excuse me not to have remitted it sooficz, and please to receive my best thanks for
all the trouble you have taken in that circumstance.

From C. W. READE, Esq., Collector and Special Agent, to Monsieur A. ER Y, Agent for Emi-
gration, Pondicherry ; dated Cullacoorchy, 10th April 1865, No. 93. .

I am in receipt of your letter of the 8th, enclosing a list of Sub-Emigration Agents to be
employed in the several Divisions of my District. , _

2. 1 beg tosuggest that the persons so nominated do present themselves for registry and
identification before the European Officers of the Division (the Sub-Collector, Head Assistant Col-
lector, and Deputy Collector, Mr. Wright, as the case may be), as this will at once prevent all mis-
takes, and avoid any interference by the Police with these persons in the legitimate exercise of

their particular office.
From Monsieur A. ERNY, Agent for Emigration, to C. W. READE, Esq., Collector and Special
Agent, South Arcot ; dated Pondicherry, 15th May 1865. ,

I have the honor to acknowledge the regeipt of your letter, under date the 10th April last,

and to inform you that I have ordered the Sub-Agents wmentioned in the list I have remitted you,
to appear for registry and identification before the European Officers of the District : the Sub-Col-

lector, Head Assistant Collector, and Deputy Collector, Mr. Wright, ‘a8 the case may be.

———naee

From C. W. READE, Esq., Collector and Special Agent, to Monsieur A. ERNY, Agent for Emi-
gration, Pondicherry ; dated Cuddalore, 7th June 1865, No. 138.

In reference to my letter, No. 93, of the 10th April last, 1 have the honor to request you will
inform me whether the Sub-Agents therein referred to have entered on their duties anywhere in
this District, and, if so, in what part of it.

9. In my letter above quoted, I requested you to be good enough to direct the Sub-Agents
in question to present themselves before the Divisional Officers for attestation and identification,
and it is intimated to me by the Sub-Collector that as yet no one has done this, and he wishes for
instructions as to whether he should take legal proceedings against any persons acting in the Emi-
gration interest who have not complied with the understood preliminary conditions.

. 3. Please inform me as to what is doing, or has been done subsequent to our recent corres-
pondence in this matter, and whether any of your people are now engaged in recruiting emigrants
in South Arcot, and, if so, who, and in what part are they so employed.

From C. W. READE, Esq., Collector and Special Agent, to Mongicur A. ERNY, Agent for Emi-
gration, Pondicherry ; dated Cuddalore, 10th June 1865, No. 143,

Will you oblige me with a muster Badge, and as well with a muster of the cloth belt, supplied
by you to your Recruiting Agents. I ask this because alleged Recruiters have appeared befare
the Officers of this District with red and with blue Belts and the Badges differing in size and
appearance. I presume that both Badge and Belt should be uniform, and that such are your orders ;
and to enable me the more readily to detect, I should be glad to have at least one pattern at
hand, by which comparison may be made on occasions of doubt.

2. A man calling himself a Recruiter, and who appeared with a License in the name of
‘Veeramoottoo, and bearing my countersignature, recently presented himself before one of my
Assistants without any Badge or Belt, an omission by which the License became forfeited under
instructions from the Protector of Emigrants.

3. The License in question is numbered 9, and dated 17th February 1865, and has the Pro-
tector's signature as well as my own, but in my belief the party who presented it is not the man
indicated in the License, but a transfer has, I think, been made. Inquiry is going on as to the
man’s identity, but, pending the result, I have the honor to state that the License of Veeramoottoo
will be now revoked and forwarded to Madras, as requested of me by Mr. Franklin in all cases of

the kind, and I consider it right to apprize you of the fact.
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. 4. If you have any Descriptive Roll
their persons may be identified, T would asg
to my Subordinates, to enable them at onc

l(:f your regular Recruiters within this District, by which
you't,o send me a copy, that I may have it circulated

e to discover any attempt at imposture.

From Monsiur A. ERNY, Agent for Emigration, Pondiche

Cuddalore ; dated Pondicherry, 13th June 1865 77 to the Collector and Special Agent,

, I
have ordered the Sub-Agents, ag suggested by you, to

prior to enteri : .
3. 1 regret not being able to inform ng to their duties,

co.oli'es in South Arcot. I have reason to believe that th
mission granted by you, and that they are -
cherry.

y of thege people are now recruiting
> ¢ y have not taken advantage of the per-
recruiting emigrants in the neighbourhood of Pondi-

‘ made : identify the said Veera 1t i
case, the inquiry alluded to in your letter is not necessary, and this man isn:)(:;t:oo' Ilf w';)sl thi
reprehensible o

having presented himself before one of i

ntes your Assistants wi
voluntary omission, the forfeiture of the License ithout sny Balgo or Belt. Kor this in-
punishment,. ¥ ™man seems to me to be a very severe

6. On account of such great severit istri

X ¥, Maistri i

before the Magistrates, which has for conseq os aad coolies are
Colonies. It will be perhaps better to stop it
my regular Recruiters.

of this poo

quite frightened to appear
uence to puzzle the recruitment for the French

at once. I regret I have no Descriptive Roll of

From C. W. READE, Esq.,, Collector and Spec; ‘
_ DL, ’ pecial Agent, i
Emigration, Pondicherry ; dated Cuddalore, 3151: J an;:rymlog(:leur o WY, Agent for

.. . 6, No. 36.
The original of the accompanying has been received by me from M itesi
numerous enclosures as therein referred to. : ™ Mr. Whiteside, with the

2. My answer to Mr. Whiteside, copy of whi
y of which I also send 1
approved the proceedings of the authorities in relation to your l;;stz;‘ao:gdzhol’v;lyou ;hat I bave
tlay, but, I have

not thought it necessary to press against him the provisi :
for which, of course, he is amenable to the prescrill))e(zlv:;zﬁti(;i.the tam ﬁhch he has broken, and

3. Ag you well know, the Law must be upheld, and the executive
it ; otherwise, they fail in a sacred duty.

4. I have left the Joint Magistrate to deal with the case of Mutusam
provisions of Act XIII of 1864, should that individual appear to have beeny
in any way.

5. I much regret these occasions of collisions between your Ae "
District, but it is well that you should glearly understand tS;mt g:elizstl::-dlf::emll)fxbtoz:lesd()f this
perform, and that is to require obedience to the Law, and to prevent its transgression ; a:d i;‘l A
people persist in violating rules and ordinances laid down for their guidance, they,must lyour
that they cannot do so with impunity, and that the risk and peril will be their own. s

6. In the matter of Sub-Agents as sanctioned by me, I desire to call your attention to m
letter, No. 78, dated the 22nd March last, in which is very clearly and emphatically noted thz
conditions on which alone such assistance to your Maistries was authorized, and, of course, if thege

must enforce obedience to

N ?ik, agreeably to the
guilty of disobedience
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conditions, which have been communicated to the Divisional Officers, are departed from, the
natural consequences will follow, and it must end in my entire rescission of the permission

granted.

7. Many of the Sub-Agents, in my belief, throughout the District, are not those men tioned in
the list you sent me, and it is, therefore, within the power of any of the Divisional Officers to
have such persons arrested, if found using their efforts in the cause of Emigration ; and I take
the opportunity of warning you of this, as, henceforth, it will be necessary for me to draw the par-
ticular attention of my Subordinates to the abuses still so prevalent, and which, I fear, are not
confined to the Chellumbrum and Virdachellum Talugs. I, therefore, earnestly trust that you
will see and appreciate the need there is of enjoining on all engaged under you in the work of
Emigration to keep strictly within the letter of the Law, and to obey as implicitly all local orders
having in view its enforcement ; and your people must be prepared, hereafter, for the infliction of
the heaviest penalties in all instance where wilful defiance or disobedience may be proved against
any of them, as it seems to me that this is really the only sure method of preserving respect to
the Law, and of protecting the people of this District from any improper and designing practices
to their injury and disappointment.

8. 1 cannot allow Govinda Pillay to recruit any more in the District, and I, therefore,
hold his Certificate or Pass at your disposal. He can be sent elsewhere, and another Maistry may
be deputed in his place.

9. You will be good enough to bear in mind that the Sub-Agents cannot be allowed in the
District unaccompanied by their Principal (the Maistry), and here I would ask your attention to

paragraph 4 of my letter already quoted.

From W. S. WHITESIDE, Esq., Joint Magistrate, South Arcot, to C. W. READE, Eeq., Magistrate
and Special Agent, Cuddalore ; dated Virdschellum, 18th January 1866, No. 29.

1 have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter, No. 2, dated 3rd instant, calling for
information on the subject of the arrest by the Chellumbrum Taluq Magistrate of the French
Emigration Maistry Govinda Pillay, a matter which bad attracted my attention, and prior to the
receipt of which letter, I had called on the Talug Magistrate to report fully on the case, and also,
if necessary, send the Maistry to me for guch inquiry as might be called for.

9. Thishas now been done, and I herewith forward, for your information, and return when no
longer required, the original deposition taken by me from the Maistry himself, which is, in every
way, confirmatory of the statements contained in the Taluq Magistrate’s report, No. 3, dated 4th
instant, also herewith forwarded.

3. The facts are inthis wise : immediately on the receipt of your Official Memorandum,
No. 94, of the 10th April 1863, 1 issued a Circular Order, No. 106, to all my Sub—Magistfates,
embodying the instructions I had thus received from you, and, with regard to paragraph 3 of your
Memorandum, I stated that all the Maistries and their Sub-Agents would appear before me, prior
to commencing their labors in the Sub-Division, for identification, &ec., and I warned Sub-Magis-
trates that they were not to allow parties to collect coolies as emigrants to the French Colonies

if they had not previously appeared before me. )
4. Time went on, but not one of the Maistries or their Sub-Agents ever appeared before me

for registration ; nor on any one occasion, was a cooly brought before me as an intending emigrant
from out of my Talugs. In my letter to you, No. 428, dated 27th November last, I specially
brought this fact to your notice, and pointed out that some irregularity was evidently going on,
because there was no reason to believe that the inhabitants of the Sub-Division were so attached
to their homes as invariably to turn a deaf ear to the I')ersun.sions of the Maistries, and that, on the
contrary, I had reason to believe that a brisk trade was being carried on, and that many individuals
were being removed from my Talugs, and taken to the French Emigration Godowns in Pondicherry,
in defiance of all the Regulations that have been framed, and which I then set myself to discover.
On this point, I have now before me the most conclusive evidence, and on that subject I propose

to address you further, at length, in a separate communication.
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cem} ' igned by you on the 13th idem, but the Maistry had not been
to me and his License did not bear my signature, in token of my knowledge of his being occupied
in my Sub-Division (this, however, wag of compa;

signed the License). The Maistry moreover h

ate to show his Licenge 13 suspicious. The Maistry
e French Territory,

» and who, moreover, had never been produced a
“before Mr. Erny, or the Consular Agent, or Jou, or me, as Officer in charge of t

was thus e‘vident that the Maistry was acting with the groggest irregularity, in employing as his
Assistant in collecting coolies g private individual, unknown to any authorities, and in defiance of

the strict letter of the Law. You have, in paragraph 4 of your letter to My, Erny, No. 78, of the

22nd March 1865, so fully expressed your opinion on thig part of the question, that it i3 unneces
sary for me to offer further remarks here,

6. The Chellumbrum Talug Magistrate also noticed another irregularity on the part of the
Maistry : he was wearing no Belt at g]l. He had a Badge certainly, but even that was hidden by
his wearing it under his arm-pit ! On thig point, I beg to draw your attention to paragraph
4 of the Circular from the Protector of Emigrants, dated 27th April 1865, which points
out in the clearest manner the course to be followed in such cases.

7. Colondaivelu Pillay thus, you will Qbserve, acted with the stri

the operations of the Maistry, and I have 5o doubt you will approve of
by him.

he Division ; and it

ctest regularity in arres ting
the line of conduct adopted

9. In continuation of this matter, I also beg
instance that has just decurred at Tittagudi, the S
try Mutusamy Naik occupied in collecting coolies,
specified in the List of Recruiting Sub-Agents fo
was wearing his Belt openly and properly, and ¢
he had not produced his License before me,
employment of the two Sub-Agents who accompanied him. I

to inform you of an almost precisely similar
ub-Magistrate of which place found the Majs-
accompanied by two men, nejther of whom are
rwarded to me from your office. This Maistry
he only objection to be raised against him wag that

them merely as companions. I have sent off this Maistry’s so called companiong
as I had no evidence before me to show that they had actually collected cooly emigrants, and have
countersigned the Maistry’s License, and authorized him to continue his busincss alone at Titt: gudi.
I may here inform you of a communication I yesterday received respecting this Maistry from M.
Erny, in which ke calls upon me to depute a Peon to escort to my office the coolies collected in the
Taluq by the Maistry. Copies of M. Erny’s letter and of my reply are appended.

10. Finally, allow me earnestly to draw your attention to the grossly irregular system which
i8 apparently, from the statement of thig Maistry Mutusamy Naik, now in vogue in Pondicherry.
This Maistry, although duly licensed to collect cmigrants in the Chellumbrum Taluq, all last year
never once left Pondicherry for the Taluq; he says that he remained constantly in Pondicherry,

to their homes,
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istration before you. o
of thesecony peoplehfzrt;‘:g;?:::sed Maistries in this manner entirely evaded all ?he respons.lbll}ty
i Xon st stion They had their Sub-Agents privately perambulating. the District,
aitaching {0 thelr I:l)xm 'tie's who really were actively engaged as Maistries, collecting ccfohes, a'nd
unknown to the.au' Ortlh m’selves did was to walk backward and forward periodically, .w1th parties
all tha? the Ma.lstm;; E:n ’s and your office. When questioned as to any of the coo.he.s they ?md
of: coolies, bet;vveenf .ursey professed entire ignorance, and thus every Rule or restnctlox.l devised
with them, the_y: 0 fc;ra,ud,wa's completely evaded, and it was hopeless to att.exPpt to bring home
for the ,pr?v?ntwn Ob dinate of the French Emigration Agency the irregula,nt.les or frauds that
to any mdmdualll ™ ::re discovered. This system was, of course, carried out vath the full know-
orey nov;andatn: ning authorities in Pondicherry, and so far as I know is now in force.
e o Ie m ril trust that you will now protest firmly against this extremely improper con-
e di 81'mtmon :he Maistries really doing their own work ; that is, 1tm<?ra.t'e. regularly, them-
duct, and Insis lies in their Villages, and themselves produce the same individuals before t'he
selves c.ollect oo li'sthe ivision where they are employed. Unless this is done, I am strongly of opin-
.Ofﬁcer in charge 01 woald be to withdraw altogether the concession allowed by you of employ-
o that the best P 3;11 a set of subordinates, who, as you have already observed to Bll.‘Erny » are
ing theset_s‘:ll;Asi‘:g;’as a favor, and, in point of fact, not in accordance with the provisions of the
now sanctio

Law.

From C. W. READE, Esq., Magistrate and Special Agent, to W. S. WHITESIDE, Esq., Joint
m M.Iagistrate,’ South Arcot ; dated Cuddalore, 31st January 1866, No. 35. v
I have had unde1-' my consideration your letter, No. 29, of the 18th instant, with enclosures, on
a - .
the subject of the operations of the French Emigration Agency. .
Under the explanation which you have given, and that submitted by the '1"ah31lda,r of
12. . n eboth direct to myself and through you, I am prepared t? support f1.111y his course of
Ch?l ufn :}‘::l r,na.ttel’ of Govinda Pillay, whose disobedience to the Lawsin not Wea.m.ng a Badge, a.ng
;ﬁtlg n'llllllre to produce his proper License, when called upon, necessarily exposed him to arrest, an
is fal
i 8‘ttendlaln)6 anzlolya:v::; of the laxity with which the rules in force are obscrved by the Exfligra-

. 5 &:me:t enerally, and gince the Government have deemed the subject to be ?f such impor-
e D‘fi"f" Iillln eritive on t’he Executive to see that the Law is strictly obeyed, despite that la.x1_ty :
ta”:;e’ l 58 ia.tIi)on from the provisions of the Emigration Act must entail on th?se 80 oﬁ'en(.hng
:l]:e pf:;l EZnsequences prescribed, and they can have no real cause of grievance in our so doing,

i lely and entirely on themselves. .
- bl:meﬁlsm;gh:ov:g) do, and all we can do, is to enforce the letter of the Law against all who
. it :.nd if the Fr,ench Agents are prepared to incur the risks attem?.ing theu.- irregular
tra.m'alglressl I:a,ctices we can do no more than resort to those measures, in repression of their proceet.l-
fmdl eghaici the la.;v admits of, and, possibly, by a rigorous exercise of our powers, we sha,ll‘ in-

:’lgs, n:ed nothing more; while using only weapons whieh are strictly legal, no one will have just

ime R |

C”‘us"5°f ;E:v!ill(iei)ring the whole subject again under M. Erny’s notice, 'a,nd will call his attentioz

. rrespondence with him of last year, and to my letter in pa.rtlcul.a.r, No. 7'8, of .the 22nd

11;;; mixc;865 pin which I so fully and unmistakeably explained to him my views and intentions, an

arc , k xp o .

i i led to believe he had quite acquiesced. . . 8
- &11(30f ;{}gz‘m}r}: (lIo‘:xzsmzre ion the matter than promise you my support in carrying out the.provusmns

of the .Act XIIT of 1864 in its cntirety ; and to show M. Eeny, that I am r;solved 2n 'tlllus , ::;rﬁ,e

i t letter, when sending him copy of yours, to illus
ill forward to him copy of my presen s W . 0Py
fn‘;:doings and disobedience of orders still so persistently practised by his people.

~

s -
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7. 1 ifhink, on the prf.zsent oceasion, as you have not at once dealt with Govinda Pillay, and
have left his case for my disposal, that it will be sufficient if you will release him from any re-

stl.'amt under which he may be, and desire him to leave the District. He cannot act without his
License, and this,

Moreover, no one should be reported to me.

1 Divisional Officers with my
No. 94, should be allowed, under any pretext, to act, and

0}11:se1f and other Officers, so that if you will only be careful
Visions of the Emigration Act, and as well to the spirit of
yment of Sub-Agents under the explamation which has already
d that you will find yourself in the end amply armed with all

galities, so long as the Police and other Subor-

, except the persons na
Memorandum of the 10th April 1865,

these only after due registery before y.
in keeping within the letter of the pro
my instructions, ag regards the emplo
been furnished to you, I feel satisfie

1.0. The only point which I have farther to notice relates to the Licenses themselves, and
you will be good enough, in future, toun

: derstand that, of course, the holder of every License which
bears my countersignature is privileged to recruit in any part of the District, and you will be
pleased to warn the .Taluq Subordinates under you that your separate authorization is not neces-
sary, and that any interference with Maistrics who have my authority will be illegal, and will lay
them open to penalties, provided the Licensee commits no breach of the Law ; but, in future, I

?Vill take care that you have sent to you the names of every person licensed, so that you may be
informed who are really legally competent to act as Recruiting Maistries.

11. The originals received with your letter are returned as requested.

From Monsieur A. ERNY, Agent for Emigration, Pondicherry, to C. W. READE, Esq., Collector
and Special Agent, Cuddalore ; dated Pondicherry, 5th February 1866.

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter, under date the 31st J anuary last, with
its enclosures, and cannot but approve your decision about Govinda, as I have several times fully
cexplained to these people the conditions under which you have agreed to authorize & certain
number of Sub-Agents in the District of South Arcot—conditions noted in your letter, dated 22nd
March, No. 78. I have also translated to them the terms of your letter regarding their duty, and
I have tried to let them understand that it was quite in their interest to obey to the law, as also to
the local orders, informing them, at the same time, that you were decided to
any violation to the law.

2. Regarding the statement of one Mutusamy Naik, and the opinion of Mr. Whiteside on
what he calls a grossly irregular system, I beg to observe that several Maistrics are recruiting in
the French Territory only; that before Mr. Norfor, the British Consular Agent in Pondicherry, was
authorized to pass the coolies so recruited, they were sent to Cuddalore. It appears that this Mutu-
samy has been very often taken by the said Maistries to bring before you those men.

3. I am perhaps mistaken, but I do not sce in that system any refraction to the Act.

4. 1 will thank you to remit me the License of Govinda by post.

punish very seriously
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From C., W. READE, Esq., Collector and Special Agent, to Monsieur A. ER;N Y, Agent for ﬂn—
gration, Pondicherry ; dated Cuddalore, 7th February 1866, Nf)' 45. . i
As requested in your letter of the 5th instant, I beg to return the Llce.nse ?f C.%ovmda, i lzcly,
ich I have cancelled, in so far as to render it uselessv for purposes of emigration in my District,
whic Adverting to the 2nd paragraph of your letter, I have to observe that, on a rcferen.ce to
. Iigistervz; lElgn igrants kept at Cuddalore, it is found that a.mll the emigmnt.s, without a single
excention. are entered in it as having been recruited at Pondicherry, Wh‘c}.” if true, would go to
ot lovment of licensed Recruiters to itincrate the country In quest of ]:?borers 8
show that the.empth)e would appaar so easily procurable in ¥rench Territory. The practice of the
Superﬁ.uo?s’. 5131098 re yreseritino' tlhe locality where the emigrants are actually collected can only
i{ecrultf;esdlftlo idlienoss and lzziness, and the facilities thus aforded of evad.ing the law, and
Pzri?;; to a constitutional habit of Iying at which they have no sort of compunction.

Trom C. W. READE, Esq., Collector and Special Agent, to Monsieur A. ERNY, Agent for Emi-
' ' g1:ation Pondicherry ; dated Cuddalore, 10th February 1866, N.o. 47. . j
The accomp‘:inying Badge and book, belonging to the Recruiter Govinda Pillay, are herewith
forwarded, with reference to iny letter of the 7th instant, No. 45.

From Monsieur A. ERNY, Agent for Emigration, Pondie.herry, to C. W. READE, Esq., Magis-
trate and Special Agent, Cuddalore ; dated Pondicherry, 15:th Februa:ry 1866. '
1 have the honor to acknowledge receipt of y(()jlu;'1 .lei;;ex:, dated 7th’and 10th instant, returning,
i Govinda Pillay, and his Badge.
dols ;immlalf:;et:Zn?:]:iI;s;iocZnse to Mr. N o)r'for, asking him to mention that itis cancelled for the
s . I have not yet received any answer.

DIStr‘.?tCt OYfViSt:xu:'};fi':;‘i(ﬁlzhe 2nd paragr?xph of your lettir, remarking that the greater number c.»f
coolies. is said to be reeruited in Pondicherry, and th'at you aseribe this to idleness and al consh;
tutional habit of lying, I do not dispute this point with you, buat can assure you t‘hat, It,o s.mh es
of my knowledge, all thesc men are recruited on .thc different roads leading into Pon 1'0 derry.
How they come to be there, it is, of course, impossx.bl.e for me to p.ro.ve ; .but 1 bcg to rc.mmv y(})lu
fhat before the Convention ever existed, and recruiting was prohibitel in British Tcrmtor)éitte
nuxx:ber of men sent every year amounted to from 3509 to 4000, whereas, now, from May 18 0
30th April 1865, you will observe that the n@bcr shipped was only 1400.

No. 21. OrpEr THEREON, 10th December 1866, No. 1246.

In their Proceedings of the 27th March last, No. 329, Government, in passing
orders on certain papers relative to a supposed case of crimping in South Arcot,
called for more definite and detailed information than was then beforfa the_m, regard-
ing certain instances of mal-practices on the part of the Frer'lch Emigration Recru-
ters, referted to by the Joint Magistrate. Mr. Reade was directed to call for the
record® of the cases alluded to by Mr. Whiteside, with a brief statomqr_l_.t of the facts
alleged and proved, and, in submiftag th»e staté-n*xgnt, ‘ol menagio Sech. ?se %pqzn
opinivn of the manner-in’ whidh Tt has "hfe_ér.l disposzd Pf%xMr;;'W httéside. d e
Magistrate was alsé requested to submit copies of certain 'corre.zspondence regar rﬁlg
the appointment of Sub-Agents to aid the licensed Recruitersin South Arc?t. e

lotter above recorded is in answer to this requisition.

9. The Governor in Council deems it unnecessary to review in detail the cases
of crimping disposed of by the Joint Magistrate. Whether the proo{: adduco%1 was
in all cases complete is not now of much consequence, as that Officer’s proceedm}glgg
were throughout illegal, as having been held under a repgaled enactment, an dt e
prisoners scntenced by him to imprisonment have been released under the orders
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of the High Court. The Government gre surprised that a Magistrate of Mr. White-

side’s standing shou}d have lost sight of the repeal of so important an’ Act as XXIV
of 1852. C ; .

" 8, At§ the same time, Mr. Whiteside deserves
down improper practices in -connection with émigra
~charge.  Making allowance for some exa,

credit for his exertions to put
tion in the Division under his
) _ ggeration and some misconduct on tho part
of recruited as well ag Recruiters, there scems no reason to doubt that crimping does
g0 on in South Arcot, as well as i, other Districts ; and this must be effectually

'Zheck:d, as fm‘ as possible, by the District authorities and the British Consular
gent, "¢ : .

territory, and that he is at liberty to pass no
ficate.

5. The Government approve of the course taken by Mr. Reade in putting a
stop to the system of appointing Sub-Agents to gid the licensed Recruiters, and
desire that it may no longer be permitted in any shape in South Arcot,

oo (True Extract),

Chief Secretary.

To the Co]lector of South Axcot, with' original records.
T9 W. S. Whiteside, Esq.
V

Exd. J. H. Burns.
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