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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
22nd November 1866.

No. 131, Read the following Proceedings of Government in the Legislative
Department.
Req iesting that the necessary steps may
be tukeu for bringing the Labor Con-} (Dated 26th October 1866, No. 362.)
tracts Act into operation.

No. 152. OrpEr THEREON, 22nd November 1866, No. 1206.

The Labor Contracts Act having received the assent of the Governor General,
the Governor in Council is pleased to appoint the several Magistrates in this Presi-
dency, and, in their abscnce, their Senior Assistants, to be Protectors of Laborers, to
carry out the purposes of the Act within their respective Districts.

2. e is pleased, further, to appoint the Protector of Emigrants to be Pro-
tector of Lahorers within the town of Madras.

3. All license and registration fees received by the several Protectors shall be
paid into the Treasury of the District in which such fees were exacted ; those
received by the Protector for Madras being paid into the Bank of Madras.

(True Extract).

Clicef Secretary.

To the Magistrate of
Protector of Emigrants.
Accountant General.
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Exd. J. H. Burns.



LABOR CONTRACTS ACT,

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS.
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Interpretation Clause.

Contracts for labor in any part of India bayond territorial limits of Madras
Presideney anlawful, except under this Act.

Appointment of Protectors of Laborers.

Protectors of Laborers to be decmed Public Servants.

ieneral duties of Protectors of Laborers.

Protoctors of Laborers to license Contractors or Recruiters.

Duration of license, and its cancelment in case of misconduct.

Form of license to a Contractor, and fee to be paid.

Torm of license to a Recruiter, and fee to be paid.

Recruiters to wear badge.

Natives engaging to labor not to leave their Districts without appearing
bofore the Protector of Laborers.

Fxamination and registration of Laborers.

Tee for registration.

Laborers refusing to proceed to place of labor, not to be compelled to do so

Proviso.

Contractors or Recruiters to ostablish Depots, and receive and maintain la-
borers therein. .

Duty of Protector of Laborers prior to embarkation of laborers.

Penalty for embarking without authority, and for receivingv passengers or
cargo tending to incommode the laborers on board. “

Fees received to be accounted for to Government.

Penalty for making unlawful contract for labor.

Penalty for recruiting without being licensed.

Penalty for Contractor or Recruitor failinz to taks laborers before Protecior
of Laborers, and for inducing laborers to contract by fraud.

Penalty for forwarding laborers, or allowing them to go without being duly
registered.

Prosccutions under this Act where and how to be instituted.

Levy of fines.

Commencement of Act.



MADRAS
ACT NoVor 1866.

An Act to regulate the manner of engaging and contracting with Native inhabitanis
within any of the Districts subject to the Government of Fort Saint George,
Jor labor to be performed in any purt of India beyond the territorial limits of the
Presidency of Madrus.

VWHEREAS it is expedicnt to regulate the manner of engaging and contracting
with Native inhabitants within any of the Districts subject to
Preamble. the Government of Fort Saint George, for labor to be performed
in any part of India beyond the territorial himits of the Presi-

dency of Madras; It is enacted as follows i—
~ 1. The following words and expressions in this Act shall
Interpretation. have the meanings hercby assigned to them, unless there be
something in the subject or context repugnant to such con-

struction, that is to say:—

The word *¢ Contractor” in this Act shall be taken to
** Contractor.” mean, as well a person who contracts for the supply of laborers
to others, as a person who employs Recruiters to engage and

supply laborers for the purpose of serving such person himself.

The word ¢ India” shall denote the territories vested in
“ Indja,” Her Majesty by the Statute 21 and 22 Vie. Cap. 106, entitled
“an Act for the better Government of India,” and also all

Native States and Foreign Dependencies within such territories.

2. Except under and in conformity with the provisions of this Act, it shall
not be lawful to make any contract with any Native inhabi-
tant of India within the Town of Madras or any of the Districts

youd tho territorial 1 gy lyiect to the Government of Fort Saint George for labor to
sidency unluwiul, excopt - he porformed in any part of India beyond the territorial limits
of the Presidency of Madras ; provided that nothing in this
Act shall apply to any contract of any Native Seaman or other person who of his own
free will shall contract to navigate or serve on board any vessel or who shall embark
on board such vessel in pursuance of such contract, or to any person who shall con-
tract to serve as a menial servant only, and who shall embark as such menial ser-
vant.

Contracts for labor in
any part of India be-

3. Itshall be lawful for the Government of Fort Saint

Appointment of Protectors - Goorge from time to time to appoint such persons as they shall

deem fit to act as Protectors of Laborers under this Act within

Prosectorsofiaborerstobe such limits as the said Government may declare; and every

deemed Public Servants.  Protector of Laborers shall be held to be a Public Servant with-
in the meaning of the Indian Penal Code.

4. The Protector of Laborers, in addition to any special
General dutice of tho Pro-  dyties assigned to him by this Act, shall, so far asis in his
power, generally protect and aid, with his advice or otherwise,

all laborers under contract in pursuance of this Act.



2

5. The P .
e Protector of Laborers shall license so many fit persons as shallseem

to him to b
ot o be necess - :
Protector of Laborers to 1ecessary as COHtI‘&CtOI‘S or Recruiters of laborers

license Contractors Wlt} 1 SRR I LR
vy or En his Jurisdiction, and shall assign to cach such Contractor
or Recruite istri Yoot
laborers; and no person shall I;; a District or Districts wherein he may engage
act or o
laborers except under a I be employed asa Contractor or Recruiter of
a license from the Protector of Laborers

Durati ; 6. Every licens )
‘iiarfé‘éi‘m‘éiﬁ‘i?iise“é} but in ¢t Y hc‘e nse shall be in foree for a period of one year;
misconduct. R ncase of misconduct on the part of any Contractor or Re.

) . . r OCt01 ()f L& DOTEeTrs ma C{Ul(:CI llis liCOl]SC bcfor

i 7. Every licens
F °;,‘:C‘L):rf“i€::fefto alon o Y ery license to a Contractor shall be in the form set
s : .
paid, vo to bo forthinthe Schedule A tothis Act annexed. For every such

T o )
icense there shall be paid to the Protector of Laborers a tee of
one hundred Rupees.

i 8. E s : . )
FO::n(c):rngi?isﬁ Y &b forthi ‘ny license to a Recruiter shall be in the form sct
) (]
paid, e to be forthin the Schedule B to this Act annexed. For everv such
Y suc

license there shall be paid to the Protector of Laborers a fec of
ten Rupees.

9. Ever i i
. er .
y person ho.ldmg a license as a Recruiter of laborers shall wear
S con sly : . :
Recruiters to wear badge. 4 bSI)lcuo}lblb’ a badge bearing the Inscription of Recruiter of
aborers 1n the vernaculs . - N7 bl
Districts in which he is Li acular language of the Town, District or
> uch he is licensed to engage luborers
10.  Every Native inhabit: i o
inhabitant of India, who shall in the Tow 1
e Distriot i 1o s own of Madras or 1n
Natives engaging to labor y Yistriet within the Presidency of Madrasenter into wny
not to leave their Dis- €NEAY itl ) :
tricts without appearing g gement with a Contractor or Reeruiter of 1 b s, shall
before the Protector Pprior to leaving the T T,
of Laborore. g own of Madras or the District within

which the encagement i w
gagement was entered into > I )
o o Beom ,\ , appear with the Con-
.ot .Recrulter before the Protector of Laborers of the Town of Mad f
such District; . ’ ' Aadras or
h rict; and no Contractor or Recruiter shall remove such laborer from the
1 v 3 1 :

sal 1. L !
Examination and  regis- d Town of Madras or District until he shall hav

tration. C SO appcar-

ed.. Upon so appearing, the Protector of Laborers shall exa-
mine the laborer with reference to his enga.r ’?la L-M-
appears .that. he comprchends the nature of the engagement he loébcment’ 2 nd if 16
that he is willing to fulfil the same, and if it appearsihat the 12:: entered into zu.ul
er -has authority to enterinto the engagement, the Protect(z)n I‘a;‘:tor or Recruit-
register, in a book to be kept for the purpose in such form asrtlo GL aborers shall
Fort Saint George shall prescribe, the name, name of the fath N (;) vernment of
such laborer, and the name of the village or place of which su jr,lmlz) the’ o ?f
dent, the name of the District to which it is intended he shall 1:0l adOrer B ares
of wages and period of scrvice, if any, agreed upon between 'gm Clefbo,rand thel rato
Contractor or Recruiter. If the Protector of Laborers shall be ofco )il'e'r zi;u t}m
laborer does not comprehend the nature of the engagement, or has} blelon . 15;t tel;
to enter into the engagement by fraud or misropresenfation, ’or if the I(;‘rnotlgf:t(l)l: of
Laborers shall be of opinion that the laborer 1s in a state of health which
makes him unfit to undertake the journcy which he is about to commence, he
shall refuse to register his name. A copy of every registration under this
. Section, on substantial paper which shall not require a stamp, shall be fur-
nished by the Protector of Laborers to the laborer registered. ’

~*
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n of cvery laborer, the Contractor or Recruiter

11. For the registratio
h to the Protector of Laborers a fee of one Ru-

shall pay
pee-
12. Ifany laborer shall withou
lect to procecd to
Laborers refusing to pro-

ceed to place of labor, erfomned, it shall not
not to be compelled to

Fee for registration.

t good and sufficient cause, refusc or neg-
the place at which the contract 1s to be
be lawful to compel him to proceed to,

do so. or detain him at, any place against .his will; but nothing
e taken to diminish or affcct 1 any Wa.y the legal
liabilities, Civil or Criminal, of s1}ch laborer, mcurred; b?r

Proviso. him by reason, OF in respect, of }l'IS refusal or.ne‘{;}:ect zfx o;e
said. Every case in which a laborer 1s Cha,rged Dbefore fa l?{lffxflsl‘c1‘lxleb 01 ‘nx((ie
:[ o“;n of Madras with refusing or neglectmg to proceed as a f)rem:; sem Si 0111( e
and determined by guch Magistrate 11t a.summary manner; -231 10‘V r}S’ tion 492
borer shall, on ;011\'icti011, be punis.hed in the margler provi doc 1111 ;esc 1(:1) 2
of the Indini’l Penal Code for the Pu.nisln'nent of ottencfts: Amt G,Ii tﬁaif S,:ulé Lxll.on
13. Every Contractor or Recruiter licensed under this Ac ) S ml i aled or

to do so by the Protector of Laborers.b}f whom he 1s '1‘c§‘m.c ,

Contractors or Recrultld )y any Protector of Labor.er-s within 'WhOSG jurisdiction
i s recruited under the provisions of this Act may be de-

and receive and ]‘miu- labor() l. 1 1
tain laborers cdhereis. y b 1 ) th 1 t o
10U d to the place at whie
tained previous to being conveye P

i : tablish o depot in a place to be approved of by such
g(l):tt:j;;lboiolﬁ)ziil n“])id\icij:ll)ltlbl dcpolt shall lfo kept up by (‘;hi font.rf:ftor :11-
Recruiter for the reception of luborers to be supplied or lfor\ff:?}‘ 10{) }Tl or 1lrt(-mttfl ;
him. All such laborers shall, on n the neighbourhood o
depot so established by the Contracto

> orwarded, bea
have been engaged or for ,

be entitled to receive :n such depot, at th

in this Section shall b

their arrival at or1

¢ or Recruiter by, through, or for, whom they

t once taken to, and received into it, and shall

¢ expense of such Contractor or Reeruiter,
1 ‘e food, clothing and medical attendance, until such laborers shall

suitable Lo Py uf, Lab to be no longer entitled thereto.  Every

-otec " Laborers g )
be declared by the Protector o

i C isl ’ ll P‘ " 1)| I ah()rers

bv the Contractor or Recruiter , such rules as the Protector of
y the Contractor

X . with the sanction : ro
g Every laborer recruited under the provisions of

ime L in that behalf. . N
tﬁtllzt:?{l ac}i)WbT; + onvoyed with all convenient despatch to the place at which the
18 T8

Contract for labor is to be performed.
14. ‘Whenever laborers hired unde

oction at all times, an

in accordance Witl |
of the Government of Fort Saint George, from time

¢ this Act are about to embark onboard of any
vessel, it shall be the duty of the Protector of Laborers who may

Daty of Protector of Lo 1o sfationed at the port of embarkation, to satisfy himsclf that

borers prior to ecmbar- g " 7 ber of L.
kauion of laborers. the vessel has sufficient accommodation for the nu :

cmbarked, and that rcasonable provision has been r.nade
comfort on the voyage; and thereupon he shall sign a
or of the Vessel to proceed upon such voyage, with
od therein. Any Contractor or Recruiter of Labor-
all embark any laborers hired under this Act, and
of any vesscl who shall receive any such laborers
tten authority has been obtained or in excess of
or who shall afterwards receive on board such
o as shall unreasonably diminish the space

borers who are about to be
for thelr malntenance and
written authority to the Mast
the number of laborers specifi
ers who sh
Ponalty for embarking any Master
witbout authority, and ] N
for receiving passcngt_ars untll Sll(Jh Wrl
or ("(U'g() LU]\(“!lg Lo 1n-

commode the iaborers on such authomty,
ponet passengers of carg
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necessary for the comfort or accommod

_ ation of such luborers, shall be liable to a
fine not exceeding five hundred Rupecs.

15.  All fees received by any Protector of Laborers shall be accounted for to

Fees received to b . In s . ) g :
s reccived to bo ac. Governn?ent In such manneras the Governor of Fort Saint
ment. George in Couneil may direct,

16, Whoever s > and | 1 i 1
b}laI}I,. except under and in conformity with the provisions
of this / S : 1 Native 1 1

Peaalts for making 1o . 1s Act, make any contract with any Native inhabitant
lawiul contract for la. O 0) S ¥ " y 1 1 1
lawild conact or ndia for labor to be performed in any place in India

beyond the territorial limits of the Pre
be deemed to have committed the offence specified in See
Penal Code ;and whoever shall aid in or ab
shall be deemed to have abe

sidency of Madras shall
tion 363 of the Indian
abet the making of any such contract
tted the commission of that offence.
15, Whoever not being a Contractor or
Act, shall act or be employed
Penalty for recraiting
withous being licensed.”  Of laborers, or shall, contrary
within the Town of Madras or within any District subject to
'the C'}overnment of Fort Saint George, enter into any contract with a Native
inhabitant of India for labor to be performed in any place in India beyond the

territorial limits of the Presidency of Madras, shall be liable to a finc not excecding
five hundred Rupecs.

Recruiter licensed under this
as a Contractor or Recruiter

to the provisions of this Act,

18. Whoever beinga licensed Contractor or Recruiter under this Act, shall

remove an : i
Penalty for Contractor or . y lilbf)l 0? Wh()m he may Cngage in tllC TO\Vn of .L\I{ld‘
oeruiter filing w take - T3S OF I any District or place from such T
the laborers he has en- ’

gaged before the Pro. Without such laborer havine g
tector of Laborers, °

own, District or place,
rithou ppeared with the Contractor or
Recruiter before the Protector of Laborers in order that such
son might ami s 5 or & i 1
person mig be examined and registered: and whoever shall, by means of intoxi-
cation, violence, fraud, or false pretences, induce any Native inhabitant of India
‘ fo enter into any contract within the Town of Madras or any
For inducing laborer to Distri :
contract by fraud, &e. 1strict subject to the Government of Fort Saint George for
N, labor to be performed in any place in India beyond the terri-
orial imits of the Presi r : i
£ the Presidency of Madras, or to proceed to any such place without

having entered into any contract, shall be Lable to a fine not exceeding five hundred
Rupecs.

19. Whoever being a duly licensed Contractor or Recruiter, shall forward or

rentte o omanting :e.nd _any ?aborer from the tow§1 of Madras or from any Dis-
lborers, or allowing P16t 10 Which he has entered into any engagement, without
fﬂ;’f‘luﬁg %;’O,;‘;‘;iﬁ;“ b such laborer having been duly registered in accordance with
Section XTI of this Act; and whoever, being a duly licensed
Contractor or Recruiter, shall induce or knowingly permit any such laborer to
leave the Town of Madras or any District in which Le has entered nto any cngage-
ment, without the laborer being duly registered as aforesaid, shall be liable to a fine
not exceeding five hundred Rupees.

20. All prosecutions under this Act shall be instituted, on information laid
_ at the instance of the Protector of Laborers before a Magis-

Prosecutions under this . . .. .
Act whero and how to trate of Police or before a Magistrate of the District, according
be etifuted as they shall he instituted for offences committed within, or for

5

own of Madras. All fines imposed un-

: cmits of the T _
offences committed beyond the limits of the case of non-payment there

der the authority of this Act may, 1n 1o and chattels
: i distress and sale of the goods
Lovy of fines. of, belevied by distress an o e, When o warrant of
, Officer 1mposin . .
of the offender by warrant of the v orer the offendor to be detained and

distress is issued, the Siull O:ﬁ c;‘l‘ C?r)tr)e convenicntly made to such warrar(lit',
kept in safe custody unti e - o) or without sureties, condi
unll)css the oﬁendcr enter 1;)‘2({)039 r:ﬁch Officer on the day appoint-ed for ;uc};si
tioned for his appea?ance o than cight days from the time .of taking suc x;e t }Te
turn, such day ?‘Ot bem% m'~suin°‘ 51151 warrant of distress, 1t shall al?Peall;h;)t 0
nizance ; buf: if be{ble y hrb dmission of the offender or otherwise, .

Officor imposing the fine, by the a Officer whereon to

. . . g .

W 1 1 ul‘lSdlc tloll 0{ bucll

Su.f ‘l(; 1 S h&d 1t11111 thO J . ) ) .1

{ 'lent dlStl‘eS; can be : ] ] ) .
lev Y SuCh ﬁllo or pcnﬂ. tV, vV,

B varrant shall have been issued and
e mot an(iliueosfuc}s:u;}liso’in:;fléci:xccl;“ as aforesaid shall'tbt(;e n:;g; d’:;
ul)m:'u‘t}tf thl:t(\)lgcef‘ ierflposing the fine, he s.hall,tb m1
:é I;all there to be imprisoned, withu li)trovalgizuﬁ lard o ened fifty Tapece
e monhs who¥ t}(ll(ir?fl ?'our months where the am?unt sballl‘ r.xot r:;x-
TR o exccer fc?r any term not exceeding SIX mont 15{;?08;idy
coed ono lundred Ru? e(:;t (‘:0 be dcterminable, in each of jche caseisn: unpaid,
o Cas(fn;t tl}etlfzzlrrr?;ur:t. The fine or any part th:;eof; a:zlix:;ho;egz i im-,

1 paym o fine ' °

zwff ge.le"i”d . z;nytl t’(i)l?ihjlg;;':ndséi }(rl(i)f: r?jtm;lisclu i‘ge fr;,m the liability any
iy a‘;li((l:lf]:o(\:llz z:.fter his death be legally liable for his debts. f
91. This Act shall come into operation on the 1st day 0

Commencement of Aot wrovomber 1866.

ognizance, Wt

y warrant, com .
; m  No
hard labor, for any term

property wl

SCHEDULE A.

1 1 istrict (or Districts) of
saming persons in the Dis (or . oD
is:r?:)afquzldg %)eyond the territorial limits of the Presidency { .

purpose of laboring for hire.

to proceed to any
for the

ce for one year only from this date.
18

igned E F.
(Fignet) Protector of Laborers,

This license will be iz fot
Dated the day of

pomm—————

SCHEDULE B.

Office of the Protector of Laborers a .
C. D. is hereby licensed under (Madras) Act V' of 1866,tobea Rgcrult;te;
for engaging persons in the District (or Districts) of to proceed to any part o
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Legislative Department,

India beyond the territorial limits of the Presidency of Madras, for the purpose of
26th October 1866.

laboring for hire.

A A AT

Read the following letter from the Secretary to the Government of India,
to the Acting Assistant Sceretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated

Simla, 11th October 1866, No. 5337.

: This license will be in force for one year only from this date.
Dated the day of 18 o

(Signed) E. F
Protector Of Laborers-. Home Department.
I have the honor to return, with the assent of the Governor General signified
¢ T regulate the manner of engaging and contracting thOI'COD, the authentic copy of the Law
with Native inhabitants, within any of the Districts sub- l'OCCiVCd. with your letter No. 826 dated
’ L]

joct to tho Government of Fort Saint George, for labor
20 be performed in-any part of India beyond the territo- the 31st of August last
g .

rial limits of the Presidency of Madras.”

No. 11. ORDER THEREON, 26th October 1866, No. 362.
Ordered that a copy of the Act assented to by the Governor General, be for-
warded to the Superintendent of the Government Printing Establishment, for pub-
lication in the ¢ Fort Saint George Gazette.”

9. The assent of the Governor General to this Act will be communicated to

the Council for the purpose of making Laws and Regulations, as prescribed in

[]
Rule 39 of the Council Rules.
3. The necessary steps will be taken in the Public Department for bringing

the Act into operation.
(True Extract).

',/:/ oo C/ 4 ‘1-
Acting Asst. Secy. to Govt.,
Legislative Department

To the Superintendent, Government Printing Establishment. RN
% & ;Ll'w?’ 14 :': /“;mé" ‘/(&/L”

,,  Public Department, ./7/ 7 (}/7 7«

Exd, J. H, Burns, '
/"’1[% J’\I/J" LR /".;L('
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