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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
31st January 1866.

No. 120. Read the following letter from the Controller of Military Accounts,
Fort Saint George, to the Secretary to Government, Military Department,
Fort Saint George ; dated 20th January 1866, D.

I have the honor to forward a letter from the Examiner of Commissariat
Accounts, dated 16th January 1866, No. 4193, soliciting the sanction of Govern-
ment to the exemption of Mr. E. G. Firth, whom it is proposed to appoint as Manager
in that office, from the operation of the Uncovenanted Service Examination Rules.

9. Tt appears that Mr. Firth has special qualifications for the duties, and has
reccived a good English education at the Christ Church Hospital and H untingdon
G-ammar Schools, while his present superior, Mr. Barton Wright, Locomotive
Superintendent of the Madras Railway, testifies to his cfficiency in conducting cot-
respondence, and as an Accountant.

3. Mr. Firth scems to possess qualifications for the appointment which it is
difficult to secure, and attainments much beyond the requirements of the Uncove-
nanted Service Rules.

4. I would, therefore, recommend that his entertainment be sanctioned, and
that he be exempted from the operation of the above rules.

5. The available salary at present is Rupees 353, but Rupees 400 is the salary
of the office, and will be passed as soon as the authorized prospective reductions
make funds available. An annual increment of Rupees 25, until the salary reaches
a maximum of Rupees 500, has been sanctioned.

From the Examiner of Commissariat Accounts, to the Controller of Military Accounts, Fort
Saint George ; dated Madras, 16th January 1566, No. 4193.

The appointment of Head Assistant in this office haviug become vacant, I have, for some
time, becn engaged in making careful inquiry, with a view to obtaining a man, who, by his educa-
tional attainments, general knowledge of accounts, and such other qualifications, as my expe-
rience in this office suggested as desirabie, would prove an eflicient Head or Manager to the
large establishment under my charge. '

2 I think 1 have at length succeeded in securing the services of such in a Mr. Firth, a
gentleman who bas received a gocd cducation in England, having been, in the first instance, at
the “ Blue Coat School” in London, and subsequently as the ¢« Huntingdon” Grammar School,
preparatory to his proceeding to Oxford ; but circumstances making a mercantile life desirable,
he entered the “Clearing Houge” in London (probably the best school in the world for an Ac-
countant), ard after remaining there for 33 years, he was offered an appointment in the Railway
Department in India, and is at present employed under Mr. Barton Wright, who has given me
the enclosed testimonials, which appear to we to be eminently satisfactory.

3. 'The ouly objection to his immediate appointment is the fact of his not having passed
the Uucovenanted Civil Service Examination, a standard of Educationsl acquirements compara-
tively so low as to offer, I should hop=, no barrier to a person of Mr. Firth's antecedents and
attainments being specially exempted therefrom,

4. I have, therefore, to request your support to my recommendation that, under the fore-
going explanation, I be authorized 1o secure the services of Mr, Firth, without his being required
to pass the General Test Examination, apparently rendered quite unnecessary in his case.

5. The appointment of a ¢ Head Assistant’ carries with it a present salary of 353 Rupees
a month, rising to 400 Rupees, 8o soon as, by a reduction in the establishment, that sum be-
comes available, upon which an increase of 25 Rupees a month for every subsequent year, until
i. has reached a maximum of 500 Rupees a month, has been sanctioned.
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- Procceduws of the Madras Grovernment, Public Depariment,
3lst January 18686.

Reforred to the Public Department,
Forr SiiNT GEORGE, (Signed) R. HAMILTON, Colonel,
25¢h January 1860, Deputy Secretary to Government,

No. 121. OrDER THEREON, 31st January 1866, No. 106.
The Governor in Council 1s pleased to cxempt Mr. Firth from passing the

Genoral Test Fxamination, 4 ’
2. It is observed that uomne of the special tests are applicable to the office to

which it is proposed to appoint Mr. Firth.

(True Extract).
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Preoss No: 2330, G. M.—21.10-65~200.

Orrict oF CONTROLLER OF MILITARY ACCOUNTS,

Fort Saint George, 7/ ,%,MMM/ 186%

The Aeting Controller of Military Accounts,
Fort St. George,

The Secretary to Government,

Military Department,
Fort St. George.
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