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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment.
15tk October 1866.

No. 120.  Read the following letfer from T. A. N. CHASE, Esq., Acting Magis-
trate of Nellore, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint Gebrge ;
dated Nellore, 1st October 1866, No. 46. ’

I have the honor to inform you that, during a Meeting of the Municipal Com-
missioners, which I had convened on Saturday, 29th ultimo, to take into eonside-
ration the introduction of the Towns’ Improvement Act from the 1st November, five
of the Commissioners presented a protest against the introduction of the Act till
after the rice crops have been reaped.

3. The present scarcity, the high prices of grain, and the poverty of the
people are grounds on which the protest is made.

3. 1 forward‘it on without remark, for the consideration of Governmeht, con.
sidering that, as the protest is made by so large a number of Commissioners, I have
no other course open to me.

4. The Government are aware that the Magistrate, Mr. Dykes, is at present
absent from the District on leave, and that it is impossible for me, who am at
present acting for a few months for him, to know exactly his wishes regarding the
introduction of the Act, to do which, properly, a great deal oflocal knowledge is re-
quisite. 1have not the knowledge of this town that Mr. Dykes possesses, having
been only a month in it. I think, therefore, it would "be advantageous to delay the
introduction of the Act, certainly till after the expiration of Mr. Dykes’ leave, or
about the 1st January 1867.

Considerations to postpone the introduction of the Towns' Improvement Act in Nellore

1t is an universally admitted fact that this ycar is the worst that has been known in the
annals of bistory ; in which the Natives of India have suffered for want of even the bare neces-
saries of life. .

2. Setting aside all minor considerations, let the humane view, if not a liberal ong of the
present condition of the people as a body, the season, also what the latter promises for the future
as these affect the welfare of the people whose safety and well-being, it is the spirit of the Act t:)
=ecure, be taken into consideration, ,

3. 1t cannot be denied for a moment that a system of taxation, whatever may it be, should
have prominently in view the condition of the people and the season. ' "

4. Every living being in Nellore would bear ample testimony to what the state of Nellore
was a few moaths ago, even as to the supply of water—an article required to the existence of the
animal next to life. Turn back to the months of April and May :—The Pennair was dry and ﬁot
a drop of water was to be had at several depths, when excavations were made. All ;;he wells
nearly were dry, and large crowds were engaged at any well night and day, where any water was

to he found—a crisis unknown to the present generation in Nellore. Up to the present time

even the average fall of rain is far, far below the a e . :
the prospect &f to the food 2 o the average known for years past ; and now what is
5. The searcity of grain in this part is no disputed point to be settled now. NeHaore, for th
present, no deubt, supplies grain to several of the neighbouring sister Districts, and wﬁ'art is th:
result ¢ The prices have doubled and tripled, and there is deep apprehension tbt;.t the gfﬁin even.
of the commonest kind now in storc, would be exhausted before long. This prospectis a a:v ted
considering our gloomy future. Why is there a gloomy future, is a riddle to be solvéggr' tz::in,
surrounding circumstances together. What are the prospects of the Distriet as to the cil’ltfvﬁiiog
and the ensuing harvest ? Hoping for the better, and in anticipation of fall of rain, the }andl;
North of Pennair have been sown with paddy, though there was little or no supply in’ the tanks
&e. ; but the present state of the crops forebodes worse results, owing to the fa.ilu're of seasonable
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raing. VThe ouly hope now is the rains expected in Getober and November (which i

no Fonsidcrablt anxiety), which the Natives call the rain of “Chih;a;cmrt ("T lcd hou Sm'“jcc 'Of

thclf Gad {_{uarq: a;;'ga.inst, we are undone.  But why not fall hack on ox;r \:' , k'zm f s'ho"ﬂd Fms fm“’

quc;sukon: Itt .the urfatio? works are at all beneficial, it is only in Delta Vifl];fri\; }:i?i"‘;’:: , ls'la‘

even irrication works, when even the ve P e S

cven or ?an(;s . th;;z:;r’lri;gzxwtie :}iry rain failg ‘7 A.nd an additional misfortune in connection

vid the lands o cumv,a;ti D. (f' {S (; fxt 'Lhey ?voulu yield nothing but wet grain, the soil not at

i o & ‘ on of any description of dry grain. And when prospects in the s

rich Ta uj{: on the COﬁs‘t are such, the tale of the western dry grain-culti t 1 1 g go iy

depends for its production on timely, seasonable, and pcriodicarrai' *J i T (ol olely
) g ins; nceds uot Lo wold

Tuking a hapelul futur 16 pre Tet -
o e 1 uture, the present condition of the peopie requires serious eons;
tion in carrying out the proposed taxation. pie requires serious eonsjdera.
7 The erics of even the middle classes of t]
1 7 ‘ rics of even the middle classes of the people, who would coniribute to 2 |
b 1. e deolarable « w o 1A P ; ’ 0 :
to the funds, is deplorable 5 what was sold for 20 or 24 is now sold at 60. The fami  arge entent
continued for the last 10 b . ) ¢ - e famine prices ;
¢ x: n}l.qu‘ L; 'th( lfnt 10 or 12 years, that people have been literally impoveriched. Mo p l,ebthu(xle
to the diffieuliies of a sad fi ot el Tizhied. reover
. diies .0 2 sad future, the merchants and ryots who have any store of kb ’} oadd
oyer-cantions, seize eve e . store of  graim have become
3 ‘ c s, 1/&‘ewry Liour to raise the present prices, which tells painfulls ° )(LO-mL
laboring classes.  The demands of food, grain, &ec., from Mad § 1r ully on the suffering
- graw, &e., from Madras and Wes s
Tie - e B ) ’ ’ 3 1€ estern Districts .
this moment, are so heavy, that the speculating merchants have taken the adv vl
grains, with Ligh profit, than disposing them by retail sale, at mod t* Vzimta,gc of exporting
ression that the sadden rise of prices mi ’ oderate premium, under the im-
pression that the sudden rise of prices might cause uneasiness to the majority of ’ . the im
pright resalt 19 a sorions outbreaking,  In fact, they h I 1 majority of population, which
. TR act, they have closed several shops i
271 ate wandine Fhat £ 3 shops in v ., .
~ 27th inztant, pretending that they have no grain in stock.  The sufferings 1?‘ the buaar since
are inexpressible. gs of the people thereby

8. The marginal Statement will show the

1865, [
vun ) 1266, £
slae ped puttd. Vidae per puit rates of prices, &e., 1 i
- e pui rates prices, &e., in the months of Septem-
1 Yo L ;i N LI
- ber, both in 1865 and 1866,
i 9 Another dis :
Lo ‘ b nother disadyantaze which the work-
T P mg classox labor nnder, = the want of works
X ' bl

at this unforfunate seas: 1
e ‘ - 3 uniertunate seasim. The Dew :
Pubiic \j\)al\n works 1n the neighbowhood of Nellore, about Kauali, h b Pepariment
swil, hecause s yaine woather TTr BEER aunaii, nhave been stopped as
usual, hepause the rainy weather hus comaenced, although there is not any rai t l:j} I')Ld ,
war prejudicial to the works, and the s Irplonis ) 50 a3 te be i an
Ay | : tiedad o ddie ovks, and the Madras Irrigation Company have disbunded thcir worl "
for good, within a few miies frow Nellore. h et ormen
{ N g 3 1N
19, Nuow as e thie diveet working of the Act —
1. ‘The funds regmred ¢ : i
. ¢ funds requred to pat the Act ful il
L i s it 1 t > Act into full operation must be raised by wnccessarily
sringingr nto opsration all the provisions of the taxation {Sections 37, 45, 50, 57 and sy
: ’ ' L. oec §af, 49, 20, DT and 6N
5 r ‘ N 3 ) s ¢ and Ha)
12, Az to the funds available nnder Section 37 of the Act on hous o. N
charged on all clagses, the rich aud the poer, save Yanadi N ouses, &c., this will hLe
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et ‘ perhaps, In the Town.  Aud although
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b i ot T prede, aud sonree’y wny elass will be exewpered from the onerati " thi
\ ploe s tiae operation of this
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14. Under the funds to be derived of the late Town Conservancy Collections, &c., there is
sufficient hopes of keeping up the Town improvements, in a sanitary point of view, till the com-
mencement of the next official year. There are now already sufficient numbers of carts® and

* 3 Carts. Scavengerst to remove the filth of the Town, as

* 9 Scavengers. heretofore, daily ; and to provide for this Es°

tablishment we have on hand, say the least, 600 Rupees. Then, so far as to the cleansing of the

town is concerned, there is no danger by the postponement. The health of the people has

been singularly good this year in the town, however sickness prevailed in the District; and
experience shows there is no fear of any change, before next hot weather, say April or May.

15. The above item of charge having been disposed of, the next prominent item is the
Police. Here the Municipality will have to pay monthly Rupees 298 to help Government, in re-
lief to the Imperial Funds ; this comes up to 1800 Rupees for six months. This is not a large sum
to Government to contribute under existing distress, while the evil of raising the same from the
guffering poor is inutterable. Government have very liberally contributed larger sums of money in
relieving the distressed of many a District and Town ; and instance is not wanting in which Go-
vernment have kindly promised to take & favorable view in similar cases, say in respect to Wal-

lajapett, in North Arcot District.
16. Taking all the above into serious consideration, it would be most desirable to postpone

the Act till January 1867, if not to the next official year, by which time the harvest of the exist-
ing erops will be over; and it would be blessing to the country, when it is fervently hoped times

might change for the better, season, prices, and all.
17. Hoping to be excused for the liberty thus taken, we remain,
(Signed) K. SUBBAROW.

( ., ) V.VENCATROW.

( .. ) A JAGANNADHROW.

( .. ) D.CHENCHURAMI SETTI.

( ., ) CHUNDURU VENUGOPALA SETTL

No. 121. OpERR THEREON, 15th October 1866, No. 1049.

The Government have carefully considered the recommendation of the Native
Members of the Committee.

9. The present season has no doubt been an unfavorable one, but the Dis-
triet of Nellore has suffered far less than many others, into which, nevertheless, the
Municipal Act is about to be introduced. The Act has already been deferred for
six months, and the advance which Government has sanctioned of a moiety of their
contribution will, in fact, enable the Committee to commence operations without the
immediate levy of taxes. The advantages which will result to the towns-people
from the operation of the Act will be very great, while the rate of taxation will be
very light. Under these circumstances, the Government regret that further post-

ponement cannot be sanctioned.
(True Extract).

Chief Sceretary.

To the Magistrate of Nellore.
Tuspector General of Polie2.

Exd. J. 1I. Burns.
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