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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,.
11¢h October 1868,

No, 101. Read the following letter from the Magistrate of Salem, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort Saint ‘George; dated Salem, 28th
September 1866, No. 63,

In July last, in compliance with Government Proceedings, No. 471, dated
9th May last, I requested Dr. Roberts, late Zillah Surgeon of this District, to pro-
ceed to Vaniembady for the parpose of consulting with the Iecad Assistant Col-
lector in regard to the introduction of the Towns’ Improvement Act at that Town;
as Dr. Roberts went on public duty, he drew travelling allowance amounting

ns. « . Lo Rupees 41.8-0* for the two days that

7 et und Fom Vactombady, vt 51 shes he was away. The Accountant General

Tobga:?;lr'é}'{yi{é'li;}é','%EZ':'éé}'ici'la;l}i"zééii'.ibv"é 31 8 0 now refuses to pass his bill, for whlqh

1866, at the rate of 5 Rupees per diem........ 10 0 0 he states special sanction must either
Total...... 4. 8 0 be obtained or clse the amount must be
paid from the Municipal Funds. ’

2. As the Actis not yet brought into force in this District, there are of course

no funds available; I have, therefore, to request that special sanction of Government

be allowed for the charge.

No. 102, OrpER THEREON, 11th October 1866, No, 1040.
Sanctioned. -
(True Extract).

Acting Under Seerctary to Government,

To the Magistrate of Salem.
»  Accountant General.

Exd, T, Cartledge,

(/



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
23rd August 1867.

e

Read the following Proceedings of Government in the Judicial Depait-

ment, dated 9th August 1867, No. 1287.
Conusanicating a report by the Joint)
Magistrate of certain disturbances ab y 1o i . ..
Veilore, consequent on the imposition F \éiieglgﬁfi‘e;i%%tt{%%l;lak Deg’?‘tg’ggt’
of the Municipal and License taxes. ] gus y 4NOS. )

OgrpEr THEREOY, 23rd August 1867, No. 1040.
To be rccorded.

(Signed) R. S. ELLIS,
Acting Chicf Secretary.

No. 179,

No. 132

Exi. J, Tulloch.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
9th August 1867.

Read the following letter from W. H. COMYN, Esq., Acting Joint
Magistrate of North Arcot, to the Acting Chief Secretary to Government,
Tort Saint George ; dated Vellore, 30th July 1867, No. 143.

I have the honor to report, for the information of Government, that, owing
to a disaffected state of feeling among the merchants and bazaarmen of Vellore, all
the shops were closed on Sunday, and business operations were compictely sus-
pended on that day and during the whole of yesterday.

Couses.—2. The real cause of this movement, from the inquirics I have made
at the outbreak, and subsequently, is the taxation which has lately been imposed
upon the people resident in Vellore under Act XXI of 1867, coupled with the taxes
about to be levied on houses under Section 37, and on trades, professions, &c., ac-
cording to Schedule A of Act X of 1865. The circumstances connected with these
taxes T shall more fully detail hereafter.

3. Mo the above causcs several real or pretended gricvances have been added
by the merchants as a pretext or excuse for closing their bazaars.

These are—(1).  The removal by the Municipal Commissioners of a bandy
pettah or cart-stand opposite to, and within easy distance of, the chief grain
marts (which was an eyesore to every person entering Vellore, and an into-
lerable nuisance to the necighbourhood) to a vacant plot of ground on the
north side of the Fort, and consequently to a.greater distance from the

No. 98.

grain marts,

(2.) The restrietions which had been placed wpon the colehration of marriage
processions and other ceremonies, accompanied by beat of tom-tom, &e.,in
the public strects, by order of the late Joint Magistrate, Mr. Barlow, who
required that in all such cases ten days’ notice should be given.

(3.) Restrictions lately placed upon the crection of pandalsin front of Native
houses during festivals, &c., by order of the Municipal Commissioners.

Object of the Merchant—3Y. The object of the merchants and bazaar-

men in closing théir shops, I am convinced, was to frighten us into a
suspension of the operation of the Municipal Act (X of 1865) in this town, or even
its entire abrogation. They quote as a precedent the result of a similar demonstra-

tion in 1854,* which, however, was more
¥ Vide Gorernment Prococdings and Notifieation 106k o rq6t0d in point of time and more seri.

Januaryl854,
ous in mnature than the present oug,

though the object in view was precisely the same. This was openly stated to be
their object by the merchants, and there is no other way of accounting for their
obstinacy in keeping their shops closed, obviously against their own interests, and
at their own risk.

5. I willnow proceed to state what took place. I first received intimation of
the shops being closed at about 10 o’clock on Sunday morning. Colonel Kempster,
the Officer Commanding the 6th Regiment, Native Infantry, also wrote to me about
that time, stating that no rice was to be purchased in the bazaars. The Tahsildar
Pillai Muttu Pillai, and Town Sub-Magistrate Arnachellayer, both assure me that
they knew nothing whatever of the matter until Sunday morning after the shops
were shut. It is true the Tahsildar had only returned from the Talug on I'riday
evening, but the Sub-Magistrate who was stationed here, and was in" daily inter-
course with the people, should have %nown something about it. It scems to me,

.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depariment,
9th August 1867.
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15. This morning, nowever, as I have already informed Government by
telogram, I convened a monster meeting at my house; all the chicf merchants and
bazaarmen to the number of 300 being present, and after some debate, they agrecd
in a manner as sudden as 1t was unanimous to open their bazaars, which Jthey‘ did
immediately afterwards; and now tranquillity reigns in the bazaars, and affairs
Lave assumed their usual aspect.

16. I necd not swell this already lengthened report by a recapitulation of the
arguments made by me to effect this object. Should the Govertment, Lowever,
desive it, I am ready to report more fully on this point; sufficient to say that I
conceded nothing beyond this, that any reasonable complaint which the merchants
had to make should receive due consideration.

17. I may, however, mention that the objection to the License tax was with-
drawn. The people know that arguments against it are futile, but they are also
aware that, under Section 4 of Act X of 1865, it is optional with e Governorin
Council to extend the Towns’ Improvement Act to any town, and henes tivir notion
that there is a loophole for escape from taxation under this head.

18. The License tax really affects a very small wminority only of the popula-
tion of this town. That but slight objections are really entertained to it is shown
by the very few appeals made against the Tahsildar’s asscssment; at the same
time, I have no doubt but that the discontent has been augmented by both taxes
coming together. .

- 19. I trust that the Government will not consider that I in anv wayv wish to
disparage the efforts of th: Muuicipal Commissioners, when I proce;d to show tho
exact state of affairs connected with the Commission, as I found them on jolning
the Commission the other day on my return from Chittoor. so f ¥
affairs serves to illustrate and account for the present ’
among the people.

20. No collection.has been made under the Municipal Act for the past half
year, except by the levying of tolls under Section 50 ; of taxes on carriaces. &c. under
Section 57 ; and by registration of carts under Section 65 of the AcE "Fho «rrea;t
bull.i of the townspeople, therefore, have been practica.lly exempt from tnx:tion
during the past half-year, and the Municipal funds have been almost entire
from outsiders.

‘ 21. | The (.Jommissione}'s, however, issued notices under Section 41, but no men-
tion was mad.e in the‘se notices that the amount to be levied should i paid up,
before app.eahng against the assessment; consequently on the day fixcd for appeals
(the 27th instant) the people weve told their appeal was inadmissible, unless the
amount to be levied was paid up, as provided in Scction 70 of the Act. T'his inti-
mation no doubt was one of the causes which led to the discontent, and as the peo-
ple have to be assessed for the half-year, which ended on the 30th April, as well as
for the half-ycar, commencing from that date, they doubtless feel that they aro
being heavily taxed.  Had the taxes on houses, professions, and the lik: been levied
at the beginning of this year, there would have been no trouble whatever.,

92. Being 2 stranger to the place, and knowing so little personally of the
inhabitants and their circumstances, I am unable to come to a decided conclusion just
now, whether they have heen assessed too heavily or not; nor can I, for the same
reason, be expected to possess such influence with the people as I should have, had
T been resident among them for a longer time: no money has been collected as

w as this state of
state of fecling prevalent

ly derived

yet on houses, trades, &e.,

e A A I Pt e

ment, Judicial Department,

e S

Madras Govern
9th August 1867.

i T

t’roceedings of the

but from thé gmount with ; '
any just ground for complaint. This amount,
s of the Commission, falls far below
vear 1867-68, as will be seen by the

which they have been assessed.

Ican h.urdly think that the peoplci hz}ve }
which was asscssed entirely by Native ;11021; he
that which it was proposed to levy for the

Statement. - '
d that, as in the year 1854, when similar dis-

lso those Native members of the Munici-

accompanying Comparative
03. Tt is much to be regrette

. o 1 . 1,resent case @
turbances took place, in the pr .
1 é . ho possessed shops and bazaars countenanced the movement, and
pal Commission W ;

placed themselves in opposition to the cm‘ry.ing out of the "ier_y ]?Ct;. ]‘-‘ngzw‘:}?:)cj:
they were appointed Commissioncrs, by setting a bad exampie f’l eeping e > l *

Y P be a significant fact that two of the Native Commissioners, Rama
:}el;fq:yac:i;tlu\‘;?;ra(:;niDChctty (both being influential merchants), have but very

: : i nission

recently tendered their resignation as Comnu - 1 1

11 :ved numerously signed petitions from the merchants ant

24. have recel o 1‘ . )

t but have declined for obvious reasons to forward to Government thel: pet )

ers, bu A i

D ) elment of the Government Notification, extending the Towns

tion for the A70° this town. The minor grievances mentioned in paragraph 3
, .t to this TowIl. . . . . .

mprovement Act ttle in my Magisterial capacity, or in communica-

of this report I shall be ablo £ % The settlement of Municipal taxa-

1 N > : sinal Commissioners. 0 al
tf‘m Wltht tll)m Oth(laig?:tl:slsiduously and carefully by the Municipal Commissioners
tion must be work

ers.

rCS. _
themseh ¢ . conclusion,eo CXPress a hope that Government will excuse
25, I venture,1n

. s TC it has been my object to lay the matter
ity of this report, bub 1t has beon 1 . .
;h.e]ler;)g?;rzn&f;()hs}: t{lat they may be able to view 1t in all its bearings.

arly be ’

ng the estimated receipts of the Vellore Municipality for the year
y ed, and subsequently assessed by the Commissioners under

f the Act X of 1865.

—n—

CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT showi

18(7-68, as originally propos
Sehedule A, and Section 37 ©

2 As proposed. As assessed.
Ttems.
No. | Amount. No. | Amount.
e < e e ST S I .

RS. ‘A- p. RS. A, (P

Rates upon Arts, &c., under Schedule.l}'—— 1 50 0 0 1 50l ol o
Class L. e woo oo 0 7L 50 1,250 0| 0| 9ol 225 0 0

Class II .o oo oo oo 000 2770 700 310 8,720 01 OF 96| 1,152 Of O

Class H\f e Ll 8000 1,800 0f OF 2871 1,722 0 0

Class 1 - wor o 7L T 2,000 4000 001 75T 1514 0) 0

Rates on Touses, &e., Section 87 .. - 7,100 5,500, 0 0 7,140| 5,211 ¢ 0
16,320 0| © 9,874 6 0

e et

T T (Signed) W. H. COMYN,
Acting Joint Hagistrate.

ViLwore, 30tk July 1867. .
No. 99 ORDER THEREON, 9th August 1867, No. 1287.

From the foregoing correspondence it appears that, at the instigation of the
principal shopkeepers at Vellore, the shops throughout the town were closed during
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department
Sth dugust 1567. ’
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;t}wo (tlays, the 28th and ?9th‘ ultimo ; that disorderly crowds assembled and resisted
he atte;;q.)ts of tl(;e Magistrate, aided by the Police, to disperse them ; and that upon
arrests being made stones were thrown at th 1 {aot

¢ Joint Magist:ate and Polic
attempt was made to rescue the prisoners. ; ol and an

d{ssa:?':f.. :lt%le ca‘uso of this dxstl.n,bance of the. pubI.ic peace 1s reported to be the
Act Xm action caused by the simultaneous imposition of the License Tax under
18065 t)}i 'CI"fofxf} 7’,Iand of the tax on arts, trades, and professions under Act X of
B’[un;‘i L § improvement Act ; but the principal opposition was against the
cipal Act, and the crowds endeavoured by clamour to obtain its withdrawal.

4. tmi ST S
shopk A, Slmddar disturbance, promoted as in this instance by the leading
intrl())deep(gs zmd traders, oceurred in 1854, when a voluntary Municipal Tax was
;tnd ﬂl‘;C: under 1Act XXVI of 1850. This Act was subsequently withdrawn,
;urbu]ento%rnlspe?p e Woulﬁ1 seem to have thought that on the present occasion their
: cnaviour would have led to the provisions of Act 5 ol
similarly held in abeyance. P ct X of 1865 being

=4 rm M
). The cir , . .
hmt; e ullcumstances are, however, entircly different. In 1854 Municipal
faxation was v .

c voluntary, and there was no doubt that in 1854 there was no general

wish for the introduction of Act XXVI of 1850
P

e IGal 1 i&r‘t, 1132 :stc;lzt Vetallbolrel, alarge and ﬂf;Lxrishi11g town, has been brought under the
:hv()ufrhouf o Pm;;djncl;, un'gl\:;t ui I\tI.umji pal corporations and Municipal taxation
g ug , ! ‘ney. 1¢ Acting Joint Magistrate acted with perfec .
}pucty 3n cI;efusn)g to hold out any expectation that Act X of 1863 wotﬂ?llf:ec;gr:
ho applie to Vo.ll.oro, and the Governor in Council directs that Mr., Comy }; :
dent of t.he Municipal Commission of Vellore, will take steps to e sur }ln’ rorens
prosceution of the assessment and collection of the Munifipfll 'ra]:zi:lelf PG
. . . H oS 2 1 :
i o
T 3 )f.\ } w1 a s0 proceed with the assessment of the Imperial License
» butas a reference has been made to the Government of India as t

t,h.e provisions of Seetion 4 of Act XXI of 1867, under which paym : tas f?\ Wh.ef.?hel'
License Tax are, under certain conditions, to e deducted frgm)t] o S(,) tunicipal
unde-r the Imperial License Tax, are to be extended to the M o ?'a) n-le'ms.made
provinees, the actual collection of the Imperial Tax may be‘dek; F?upaxhtms - t'he
of a reply to the reference made to the Government of India yed ol the receipt

7. The acknowledgments of Government are duc to Mr. Comyn f, ]
- o X . 8 . m for t
tion and energy he has shown in suppressing, with the assistance of}Lieuto 10 (thlb;m
S ) nant Bl
and the Mofussil Police, the disturbance of the public peace at Vellore R
o m v . . . )
8. The Governor in Couneil considers also that v it 3
, TS 8 hat very great erc
- L ' ! Y great eredit is due to the
olice, under the able direction of Licutenant Blair, for their conduct on this ocea
siom. -
9. Mr. Comvn will report to the Government the names of those Municipal
Commissioners who, in his opinion, have by their behaviour on this oceasion shown
themsclves unworthy of the trust reposed in them, Mr. Comyn will also submit
H

Pfocee‘dijrfg;qf’tke Madras Governiaent, Judicial Depariment; ,
— oth August 1867,

e L -

through’the President, the names of persons fitted to succecd to any vacancies that

may be created.
10. The Government conclude that a copy of Mr. Comyn’s report has been

forwarded to the Magistrate of the District.
(True Extract).

A‘féting Chief Secretary.

~
-

To the Magistrate of North Arcot.
Joint Magistrate of North Arcot.
Inspector Genera! of Police.
Military Department.

Revenue Department.

Public Department.

1)
1

”»"

Fxd. J. Tulloch.

>
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