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Proceedings of the Madras Govemment Pubhc Deparmnt
" 8tk October 1866.

No. 82.  Read the following letter from the Under Secretm-y m ; GgmAm;
of India, to the Secretary to Government Ii’ort Samt George 2 dated Simls;
12th September 1866, No. 469, o i

Home I)epa.rtment
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
8¢h October 1866.

No. 22 of 1866.
Home Department, Public,
To
Tue Ricar Hoxorapie TE EARL pEGREY axp RIPON,
Secretary of State for India.
My Lorp,
Referring to the Despatches noted on the margin, we have the honor to transmit copies of

two communications* “which we have recei
To Secretary of State, No. 82, dated 25th October 1865. e received

From " No.4, ,, 16th January 1866. from the Governments of Fort Saint George and
# From Madras, No, 1287, dated 20th December 1865, and Bengal, respecting the proportion of females to

enclosure. be sent to the several Colonies, French as well
From Bengal, No 611, dated 1st February 1866, and enclo-

sures as British, to which emigration is allowed.

2. The normal minimum proportion of females to males for the British Colonies is 50 per

o o, 35 of 1556, dated 30tk Aoril cent. ; but, with reference to the rule

blic,—From Court of Directors, No. 35 of 1856, date April. . .

Fublic ’ " Y 77of 1856, ,,  6th August  prescribed for the French Colonies
Secretary of State ,, 75 of 1860, ,, 3lstMay.

. » ° " {490t 1860, ) 24th November. (shown in the following parggraph),
n ; » », 167 0£1860, ., 22nd December. Her Majesty’s Government has ssnc-

tioned the assimilation of the relative
proportion of male and female Emigrants to the former Colonies, to that which obtains in the case

of emigration to the latter.

3. By Article XVI of the French Convention, embodied in Act XLVT of 1860, the proportion
of women is one-fourth for the first three vears, one-third till the end of the fifth year, one-kalf
til] the end of the seventh year, and after that, the proportion shall be the same as may be fixed,
for the British Colonies.

4. These periods are to be reckoned, according to the instructions conveyed in Sir Charles
Wood’s Despatch of the 16th January last, No. 4, in the case of the Island of Réunion, from the
date of the passing of Act XLVTI of 1860, namely, the 6th October 1860, and, in the case of the
other Colonies, from the 1st July 1862.

5. Under the strict operation of these rules, the proportion of women to be despatched now,
and from the 1st July 1867, respectively, to the French Colonies, ought to be as follows :—

|
Date. To Réunion. To other Colonies. {
e e e e —-—‘-_'—__—‘
Now... eee 4 O0Ome-half... ... ... ... ... One-third.
[From 1st July 1867... ... o] One-half ... ... ... ...  One-half.
|

6. The proposals submitted in the communications which we enclose are to the following
effect :—The Protector of Emigrants at Madras sugzests (the Government of Fort Saint George
concurring) that a fized proportion of 35 per cent. of female to male Emigrants should be enforced,
and the present increasing proportion abolished. The Licutenant Governor of Bengal and the
Medical Superintendent of Emigrants at Calcutta, on the other hand, are not prepared to advocate
any increase in the present minimum of 25 per cent. ; while the Protector of Emigrants considers
that the proportion of females for all the Colonies should be fixed at the minimum standard of
25 per cent., with a discretionary power to the Protector to vary that standard. ’

7. TIn submitting these proposals to you, we beg to observe that the question of the propor-
tion of women to be sent is one that concerns the Colonies to which the Emigrants go. .We,
therefore, suggest that the lctters from the Madras and Bengal Governments may be communicat-
ed to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies, with a view to his considering whether any
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~Procecdings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
8th October 1866. -

e

modification of the existing orders, regulating the proportion of women to be sent, can be

authorized.
We have, &c.,

Forr WiLLiay, (Signed) JOHN LAWRENCE.
31st March 1866. _ ( ,, ) H.S.MAINE.

( ,, ) W.GREY.

( ., ) G.N.TAYLOR.

( ,, ) W.N. MASSEY.

From the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for India, to His Excellency the Right Hono-
rable the Governor General of India in Council ; dated India Office, London, 16th July
1866, No. 59. .

Your letter, dated 31st March (No. 22) 1866, on the subject of the proportion of female to
male Emigrants to be sent from India to the
several Colonies, was communicated to Her
Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies,
and I forward, for your information, a copy of the reply which has been received from that De-
partment.

Dated 21st June 1866, and enclosure.

9. You will observe that it is proposed to establish 33 per cent., or 50 females to every 100

male Emigrants, as the fixed proportion to be hereafter observed. My predecessor having expressed
his concurrence in this arrangement, 1 haye to request that you will make the requisife com-
munication on the subject to the several Subordinate Governments. :

e s ey

From the Under Secretary of State for the Colonies, to the Under Secretary Qf State for India’;

* dated Downing Street, 21st June 1866, . o
. With reference to your Jetter of 28th ultimo, I am direcs

- x X
—
*

o . transmit to you, to'Be laid before Earl de Grey,
11tk June 1866. . the copy of a report from the Chairman of the.

L]

Board of Emigration, on the sabject of the .

proportion of women to accompany male Emigrants from India in future years.
2. With Lord de Grey’s conourrence, Mr. Cardwell proposes to inform the Governors of the

proportion to be observed,

From T. W. C. MURDOCH, Esq., Chairman ‘of the Board of Emigration, to the Under Secretary
of State for the Colonies ; dated 11th June 1866. '

I have to acknowledge your letter of 2nd instant, with one from the India Office, on the sub-

ject of the proportion of women to accompany
Dated 28th May. male Emigrants from India in future years.

2. Bythe Convention with the French Government in 1860, it was agreed that the propor-
tion of women included in the emigration to the French Colonies should be, for the first three
years, one-fourth of the number of men ; for the next two years, one-third ; and after that period,
one-half. By subsequent instructions, the same rule was applied to British Colonies. The time

has now arrived when, in compliance with the above agreement, the proportion of women sent to

the French Colonies should be raised to— ;

Réunion, one-half.

Other Colonies, one-third.
But the Governments of Madras and Bengal express doubts as to the expediem.:y of carrying out
Grey desires Mr. Cardwell’s opinion on the question. The Govern-

the agreement, and Lord de
ment of Madras recommend that a proportion of 35 women to every 100 men should be fixed as

proportion ; while the Government of Bengal are not prepared to advocate any

D o 1 o -
%n tEe “dng hand, as Negro women in the

ol g to form connectibhl with Indion#, a small proportion of women

oenmdb smong ‘the Indians shocking €0 “humanity. On the other hand,

Colonies which reccive coolies, that he agrees in the views expressed by Mr. Murdoch as tothe™
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