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PueLic DEPARTMENT. .

. No. 1019.
Frou
A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Esq., .
Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George, .
To '

Tre Howorasre THE COLONIAL SECRETARY ar 8Str. HELENA.
SIR,

In continuation of my letter of the 6th September 1864, No. 1015, I am
directed by the Governorin Council to forward the accompanying copies of further
communications on the subject of an antidote for the ravages of white-ants.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Fort SainT GEORGE, Your most obedient Servant,
5th October 1866,

Chief Secretary.
From J. FIgCHER, Esq., Shevagunga, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort
Saint George; dated Shevagunga, 15th September 1866.

The Government of St. Heléna recently sought information from the Madras
Government on the subject of the best antidote for the ravages of the white-ant.
No doubt many a suggestion has been received by you far more valuable than that
Which I shall attempt here to particularize, for communication to the Government
of St. Helena, still I hope that the remedy suggested in this letter may prove of
some use also, '

2. The Drawing-room of my uncle, Mr. G. F. Fischer's house at Madura, was
infested with white-ants. It was simply useless to keep a rattan mat on the floor;
nothing placed within their reach was safe from their slow yet sure destruction-
They were, as they always are in such cases, a perfect nuisance, until we applied
the antidote specified below on the floor. Between 6 and 7 months have elapsed
since the application of this mixture, but not a single white-ant has ventured to
make its appearance. I have since had this remedy applied to three other rooms
which were similarly infested, with perfect success.

3. The mixture is thus made:—Take (1) white arsenic (vellay paskanum),
(R) country aloes (mushambarum or kurreyapagalum), (3) dhobee’s earth (ollay, oya,
or ovur-munnu), and (4) country soap, of each one vis, or 31bs. weight ; dissolve the
dhobee’s earth in 30 Madras measures of water by mixing it with the hand in the
water, and strain the mixture; reduce the arsenic and aloes separately into
powder, cut the country soap into thin slices, then add the arsenic, aloes, and soap
" to the water, and boil the whole over a brisk fire in an ordinary earthen vessel,

4. As aloes is one of the ingredients of the mixture, a very unpleasant
smell will be emitted during the process of boiling, and it will be readily perceived
that the addition of arsenic renders it a poisonous compound. It is, therefore,
necessary that the party who prepares the same should not even inhale the fumes
emitted during the act of boiling. He need not stand by while it is being boiled,
but retire to some distance, and approach to stir up the solution perhaps only once
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or twice during the process, until it is all over, when it will have attained the con-
sistence of syrup. It should then be removed from the fire and allowed to cool.
The following day it may be applied with an ordinary brush to the floor, and if the
. application be repeated twice again at intervals of three or four days, it will be
found that the ravages of the white-ant have been completely subdued.

5. The only objection to the use of this antidote is that 1t is of a dark brown
color, which color it will impart to any object to which it may be applied ; but this
is a trifle compared to the good done. Double the quantity of each of the ingredi-
ents named in paragraph 3 sufficed for the floor of a room 40 feet by 26.

6. 1 have not had occasion to apply this antidote, nor have I heard that it
has been applied, to anything else, the floors of the rooms mentioned above except-
ed ; but I see no reason why it may not be applied with equal success to any other
part of a building, or to anything infested with the white-ant, or indicating its
presence. The ingredients for making the mixture are very cheap, and are procur-
able in all Native bazaars.

7. It may be supposed that because arsenic is one of the ingredients of this
antidote, it would not be safe to occupy or live in a room, to the floor of which it
may have been applied. The mixture taken internally would no doubt produce
death. Inhaling its fumes during the process of boiling may produce inconvenience
and unpleasant sensations ; but after it has been applied to a floor, and the room is
perfectly dried by allowing free ventilation through it, we have no# known it to
produce any unpleasant symptoms whatever, nor even to emit any offensive smell ;
and if the floor be covered with a rattan mat, the objection on *he score of the
dark brown color which the application of the antidote imparts to it 1z at once met.

8. TIn the hope that this remedy may be of some use to the Government of
St. Helena, should Government do me the honor to send this-communication w0
them, I have, &e. -

-~

From J. FISCHER, Esq., Agent and Manager Shevagunga Zemindary, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Shekay ’24th Septem-
per 1866, No. 325. ’ P
I have the honor respectfully to forward copy of a letter which has been
published in the Times of the 17th instant, forwarding a paper “ on the preserva-
tion of timber from white-ants,” in the hope that if you deem it worthy, it may be
communicated to the Government of St. Helena along with the letter vs"hich I had
the honor of addressing to you on the 15th instant.

From J, FISCILER, Esq., Shevagunga, to the Editor of the Madras Times ; d
’ ’ ; dated
8th September 1866. ated Shevagunga,
Preservation of Timber from White-ants.

1 beg to send you a paper from the ¢ Madras Journal of Literature and Science for Anril
1840 on preserving timber, &c., from the destructive attacks of the white-ant by an auonymI::q
Writer, Aliquis, for publication in the columns of the Times, if 1 D2 §

. ’ s you think it :
publication. it deserving of

—

On preserving Timber, &c., from the destructive attacks of the White-ant.— dliqui
The well known effects of corrosive sublimate in protecting objects of Naturai Hist ‘ “;'
the attacks of insects, induced me to take a trial of its power of preserving timber. o 8 0:'y ;om
from the destructive inroadsof the white-ant, and 1 am happy in bein; able to’ s]arp(’t/ hS,t ti-,
experiments I made were perfectly successful, and justify the hope that, by the means rzrow i :
mended, we shall soon drive these destructive insects from our houses, ecom-

e e e e . or, at all events
their visitation comparatively harmless. ’ , render

9. The strength of the solution Iused was one ounce of the corrosive sublimate to one gallon
of water, having previously rubbed the mineral up with a little alcohol to increase its solubility;
wood was immersed in the solution for one week, but carpets and cotton cloth were allowed to
remain only for two days. The experiments I varied in every possible way, and uniformly obtained
the same result, viz., that the white-ant will but very partially, if it all, destroy the substance of
anything macerated in the solution, and that on discovering its nature they immediately disappear.

3. With woollen cloth the effects were less decisive, as the solution appears to be unable to
penetrate the fibres of the wool, and is partially removed by washing; but under cotton carpets,
rush mats, &c., the insects will burrow for the first day or two, and then disappear ; and with regard
to timber they are even more fastidious, as I have observed in their covert ways, that they had
placed a coating of earth between themselves and the wood ; evidently anxious not even to come
into contact with the poison.

4. The advantages of preparing wood in the way recommended, are not, however, confined
to its immunity from the attacks of the white-ant, as it is now generally known that the same
preparation (Kyan's patent) effectually resists dry rot, or other decay ; and from the power it is
known to possess, of coagulating the albumen contained in the wood, and indurating the fibres of
the softer and cheaper varieties of timber, and rendering them immediately fit for use, if cut
down even in a state of active vegetation, are circumstances well worthy of public attention. The
method I believe at present adopted for preserving the wood of public buildings from attacks of the
white-ant, is by the application of mineral oil, and the effects are but temporary, as it appears to
depend upon its disagreeable odour, as it is only by the repeated renewal of the application that
the wood is protected ; but by using in its stead a golution of the muriate of mercury, no repetition
of the process would be necessary, either to guard against the destructive effects of time, or the
more sudden and injurious inroads of the white-ant.

5. Its power over cloth is equally beneficial, and it has been found a perfect preservation
against mildew. As few tents become unserviceable from the simple wear and tear of use, I feel
assured if the outer cloth alone, where the decay almost invariably begins, were steeped in the
solution, it would at a very trifling expense add many years to its durability.

6. With reference to the question whether such an active agent, as we know muriate of
mercury to be, could be so extensively used with impunity, and whether it would‘ not by becoming
volatilized impregnate the atmosphere of the rooms or tent with poisonous qualities, 1 am not
able from personal experience to reply; but from experiments which have been made to ascertain
that point in England, I donot conceive that any injurious consequences would result from its use,
more especially when applied to timber, cotton, carpets, or tent cloth, as the effects of the mine-
ral upon hoth of these substances is to enter into chemical combination with them, and repeated
washing in no way diminishes its preservative powers. In support of that opinion, I may mention
that a vessel was built in England entirely of timber prepared in the above way, with the sails
and cordage also steeped in the solution, and that no inconvenicnce was experienced by the work-
men in preparing the materials or in building the vessel, or by the crew who inhabited her after
she was finished. _

7. The above remarks make no pretension to originality ; the subject is one which has excited
much attention in England, although I am not aware that it is one generally known in India. In
submitting them, I have becn only anxious to give & knowledge of the fact more extended circu-
lation in a country where decay of property is so general and so rapid, from causes which muriate
of mercury possesses the power of counteracting.

Exd. T. Cartledge.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
. 20th August 1867,

No. 143. Read the following letter from the Acting Magistrate of Vizagapatam,
to the Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated
Vizagapatam, 8th August 1867, No. 279.

Referring to G. O. dated 19th June last, No. 713, I have the honor now to
forward, herewith, three letters in explanation of the dlscrepancxes pointed out in the
said G. O., and which I beg to summarize below for facility of reference.

Vizagapatam.—The chief reason of difference between the amount transferred
in the Treasury accounts, under Section 85 of the Towns’ Improvement Act to the
credit of “ XIV, Police,” and the statement of expendlture furnished by Captain
Frazer, is owing to two causes, viz., (1) to the omission of clothing charges in the
statement, and (2) to the sum of Rupees 2450, estimated for two Police Station-
houses, being debited tqathe Police.

2. In G.O., dated 3rd October, the sum mentioned by Government for the
Police is Rupees 12,470. One-half of this was paid over, as already stated, to the
credit of the Police. Thisof course included Rupees 1225 on account of Station-
houses, which, it was believed, they would build. If, as the Superintendent of
Police argues, this sum should nof be credited to the Police, then I beg that instruc-
tions may be given to the Accountant General to allow the amount, Rupees 1225,
to be refunded to the Municipality.

3. I beghere to add that no portmn of the clothing charges (which are
included now in the revised statement from the Superintendent of Police) has been
debited in the Treasury accounts of this office. I understand from the Deputy
Inspector General that the adjustment will probably take place through the
Accountant General’s Office, but as yet no instructions have been received.

4. - Besides these items, there is a saving of some five hundred and odd Rupees
in the Government Constabulary charges as well. '

Bimlipatam~5. The difference in the accounts of this Association is con-
sequent on the adjustment of a sum of Rupees 675 outstanding against the old
Association when the Towns’ Improvement Act was introduced.

Vizianagram.—6. The discrepancy in this Association’s accounts is the result
of a clerical error in entering the Government grant twice over, as shown by
Major Grove, the Vice-President. A revised statement is now submitted.

From the Vice-President, Municipal Commission, Bimlipatam, to the Acting Magistrate of
Vizagapatam ; dated Bimlipatam, 2nd July 1867, No. 52.

In reference to paragraph 4 of Government Order, No. 713, I have the honor to say that the
money received from, and paid on account of the late Municipal Association being #0 nearly
balanced, and it being, moreover, a matter not, strictly speaking, pertmmng to thxs Commlsmon
it was not thought necessary to enter into an explanation.

9. The explanation is this—The late Association had sold - to the District Engineer for
Rupees 1000, for the purpose of being turned into a Post Office, the small building referred to in
paragraph 4 of our Report. Subsequently the District Engineer, after having paid the money,
found that the building was not sufficiently substantial for a Post Office, and he asked the
Association to take it back. To this they agreed, repaying him in part Rupees 400, and the
remaining, Rupees 600, were paid subsequent to] the 1st November last, and hence the amount
figures in this Commission’s account. - The Rupees 75 were paid away on account of some small
bills for stationery, &ec., &c.
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5 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment, Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
20th August 1867. ) ) 20¢th August 1867,
From the Vice-President, Vizianagram Municipal Commission, to the President Vizianagram o 8 5 : : bl Ky
Municipal Commission ; dated Vizianagram, 8th July 1867, No. 99. ) § - - 8, : : : ;
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” ra: & idile ie pa Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,

zm Aiigust 1807, - 5
| . "8’"* e 20th August 1867.
From the Supermtenden& ‘of Police, to. the medent of the Municipal Commission, Vmgap&tam . U —
- District ; dated Viasghpatam; 26th July 1867, No. 124~ . | | X
j - i -
. In reply to paragraph 6 of m Order of Government, No. 713 dated 19th Jumo 1867, calling E & ‘§
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
20t August 1867.
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No. 144, OrpEr THEREON, 20th August 1867, No. 1019. .

The explanation afforded with reference to the apparent deficit in the acco'unt-b‘
of the Vizianagrum Municipality, and the entry of Rupees 675-12-8 in the Bimli-
patam accounts, is satisfactory. The Police charges in Vizianagrum were, a8

~ appears from the Vice-President’s statcment now submitted, Rupees 2518, the exact

amount estimated. , '

2. It appears that tho diffcrence between the amount transferred in the
Treasury accounts, under Section 35 of the Act, to the credit of Police, and t.hat
entered in the statement of expenditure furnished by the Superintendent of Police,
13 owing to the omission of clothing and contingent expenses in the latter statement,
aud to a sum of Rupees 2450, estimated for the Police stations and incidental
expenditure in Vizagapatam, being debited to the Police. The slight differenco
between the amount actually expended, as shown in the revised statement of the
Superintendent of Police, will be credited to the several Municipalitics.

3. The sum estimated for Police charges in Vizagapatam was Rupcees 12,470,
half of which, including Rupces 1225 for building two Station-houses and f(?l'
incidental expenses, was actually paid by the Commission ; nothing having, a8 1t
appears, been expended on the buildings and expenses for which this sum was
sanctioned, the amount will be refunded to the Municipality.

4. The attention of the Accountant General will be directed to the 3rd
paragraph of the President’s letter.

(True Fxtruct).

Acting Chief Seeretary-

To the President of tho Municipal Commission, Vizagapatam.
»  Accountant General.
»  Inspector General of Police.

Exd. J. Tulloch.
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PROCEEDINGS of the MADRAS GOFERNMENT.
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