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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
30th November 1865.

a

No. 136.  Read the following :—
Mixure By THE Hoxorasre T. PYCROFT, dated 10 Scptember 1864.

It scems, from the opinion of the Commissary General, quoted in the Quarter
Master General’s letter of 29th ultimo, that elephants and camels could not be sent
up or down the Coonoor Ghaut exclusively by night,, and that, if their passage up
and down were so restricted, it would not wholly prevent accidents.

R C SV

2. Under these circumstances, it appears to me that these animals should not
be allowed on the Ghaut at all, or on any part of the Hills, except on very special
occasions. ‘

3. The Commissary General says expressly—letter of 6th August 1864—that "
none of the elephants or camels attached to Wellington are ever required for Com-
missariat purposes.

4. From Lieutenant Colonel Scott’s letter, 20th August, it seems that it is
really quite practicable to dispense with the use of camels and elephants, excepting
when troops move. When this occurs, which cannot be often, the animals might be
sent up from the Depdt at Metapolliem, with such precautions, and such notice given,
as would, as far as possible, guard against accidents. Thesame course might be follow-
ed in respect to bringing up materials for the Lawrence Asylum works, if such a
mode of transport be really necessary.

5. Soldiers not sick, but not strong cnough to walk up the ghaut, might be car-
ried in contract transit carts—Quartcr Master General’s letter, paragraph 3.

6. My attention, as I mentioned before, was first drawn to the subject by see-
ing it stated in a newspaper that a lady had had an accident, in consequence of meet-
ing an elephant on the ghaut. I have since received a brief account of what
then occurred, in a note which I append to this. I understand, although it is not so
stated in Captain Edgcome’s note, that his wife suffered a good deal from the fall.

7. Mr. Smith, of the Coonoor Hotel, told me that as he was coming up, the
Ghaut, after dark,.in a Tonjon, he found himself on a sudden turn of the road almost
under the feet of an clephant, and narrowly escaped being thrown over.

8. I have heard, too, that last year General McCleverty, riding up the Ghaut
with two of his children, came suddenly upon an elephant, and was nearly meeting
with an accident. ' )

9. On the table land of the Hills, the movements of these animals would be no
less dangerous than on the Ghauts, if not more so. Colonel Miller says—Memo-
randum 26th July last—that the orders to the Mahouts are to “avoid as much
as possible passing along any public roads.”

10. But they would be more dangerous to meet for parties on horseback, on
bye paths or bridle paths than on wider roads.

11. Those who witnessed, three years ago, Dr. Sanderson’s accident ncar
Coonoor—when, in consequence of his horse having got across a bridle road and
brought his hind feet on the rotten ground on the outer edge of the road, horse and
man rolled over together—will not readily forget it. This might happen to any
mounted man or woman meeting an “elephant or camel on a bye path on the Hills.

12. In Calcutta, elephants and camels are not allowed to come within some
miles of the town, for fear of accidents.
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,2 Had Ibeen aware of what had passed, or had T haq an opportunity of
perusing the papers now sent round, I should hay i~ :
the arrrangement recently suggested and ordercd. £, i
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working under Mr. Meclvor, on the Mailkhondah ;)] ol hae ey the coolics

3. Mr. Pycroft’s observations

think it willbe desirable to modify the authority in this respe
a few days ago. Bullocks and coolies oug
that Le required for working the Mailkhondah plantation ;
for such purposes, elephants shall be used during the nig
and with reason too, as was done on the former o
General——from Quarter Master General, 29th August
torch oil will be considerable ; and this, T apprehend,

little profit (if profit can be shown) arising from the no

¢t which was given only
o be able to carry out all
but if it be directed, that,
ht f)nly, it may be urged,
casion by 'the Commissary
1864—that the, cost of the
will more than absorb any
n-use of bullocks and coolies,
(Signed) .. p. PHILLIPS.
No. 139. MimvuTE BY TE HONORABLE THE PRESIDEN T, dated—November 1865.

I must say that [ think Mr. Pyeroft has very much exaggerated the danger
likely to be incurred by the use of elephants for the purpose of facilitating the
transport of various heavy articles on the Hills. I have not heard of g single acci-
dent arising out of their employment, except that which gave rise to the order
prohibiting their employment during the day on the Cooncor Glaut. There ;e
very httle, if any, danger, though there may _be., ®8 the proverl "% 8 good
deal of fear. With regard to the order sanctioning the employment by Mr.
MclIvor, for a short period, of a few clephants t‘? take out provisions and stores to
Mailkhondah, I can testify, from my own experience of t‘he road, that the cost of
coolies or bullocks would be very heavy until a new road is made; and I cannot but
think that it would be unwise on the part of Governll.lent to expend a.large o of
money in forwarding stores to a Government plantation, W!lere a prison has been
erected for a large body of convicts, and Vf*1_16m the work will necessitate the loca-
tion of some hundred or more men in addltlon,.m.ere].y becaus.e, by the.er'nplo}’ment

heap means of coveyance, some person driving in a carriage, or riding upon g
of a cheap i > tirgcrey which Las not occurred, as far as
horse, may mect with an accident—a contirgcrey , !

shall do; and1 certainly

;roceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
30th November 1865.

I can recollect, during the five years of my residence on the Hills. A similar objec-
tion might be made with equal justice to the employment of Railway Engines

and Bullock or Horse power substituted for steam, because horses or men might be

. caslonally.
frightened or run over occasionally (Signed) W. T. DENISON.

No. 140.  Minvute By TaE HovoganL: T. PYCROFT, dated 7th November 1865,

I regret thit His Excellency the President should think that I have much
exaggerated the dangor likely to arise from the employment of elephants on tl.le
Hillljs:., I feel satisfied that the bulk of the residents at, or the visitors to the Neil-
gherries are of a very different opinion. |

2. As to no accident, save one, having hitherto happened from such employ-
ment, I would remark that, in that one case, a lady was a good deal hurt,' and mig};t
as well have been killed or desporately injured. I have heard of another instance in
which a horse, happily a led horse only, was so terrified at meeting an clephant on
the Coonoor Ghaut, afew years back, that he jumped over the precipitous side of
the road, and waskilled on the spot.

3. In my own case, only the other day, had I been driving that way an hour
later, I might have met the elephant on a sharp turn of the Iflke road, with a steep
slope down to the lake on one side; my carriage would not mmprobably have been
upset, with serious consequences to myself and Mrs. Pycroft.

4. It is perfectly notorious that horses suddenly meeting elephant.s become
frequontly, from terror, quite ungovernable, and that the hill roads and bridle pz.lths
genavally abound with sharp turns and precipitous places, where an elephant might
bo saddenly come upon, and it would be impossible to get out of his way. With
this knowledge, are we to wait until some man or woman is killed or maimed for
life, befgre putting down a practice so dangerous, and which, I may add, is only of
recent introduction ?

5. 1fail to sce any analogy between the alarm taken by horses at Railway
trains and the danger from that of elephants on the Neilgherries to persons riding
or driving on the roads there—not to mention that public roads run by the side of
Railways for short distances only, and that the times for the passage of trains are
usually pretty well known, conditions which do not apply in the other case—a

Railway is a great public convenience, to which minor considerations must give

way ; whereas, on the other hand, the life or limb of any of the community on tho
Hills may be endangered for no more important end than that tents or heavy bag-
gage may be-carried, or grain be sent to a Chinchona Plantation, by one mode of
conveyance samewhat more conveniently than by another. .

6. It may be perhaps that supplies may be sent to Mailkhondah more expedi-
tiously and cheaply by means of elephants than by bullocks and coolies, although
when the cost of the elephants’ keep, pay of Mahouts, &c., be taken into account,
this may be at least doubtful ; but the question I submit is to be decided by other
considerations than those of mere expedition and economy, and by the respect
due to human life andl safety.

7. My Honorable Colleaguc Mr. Phillips, I see, agrces with me, and would
not have passed the Order of the 19th vltimo, had he been awara of the previous
orders on the subject. I must therefore press that that Order b re-called, and that
the use of elephants and cam:ls on the N eilgherries be not permitted for any civil

N
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purposes whatsoever. T would also suggest that His Excellehcy the Commander-

m-Chief be requested to forego the cmployment of those animals for the transport to
or from the Hills of his OwWn personal baggage, or that of his staff, or official
racords—the records in the Qivil Dapartmont of the Seeretariat are c\’)nveyed n
the usuel way in carts—so that their use be restricted to the sole cage of the move-
ments of Troops.

¢ Departments

(Signed) T. PYCROFT.

Mrixute by the Honorable H. D, PHILL

It certainly ‘appears to me to ba desirable to adhere to the orde
wnent first passed, against the use of elephants on the Hills,
12 cost of hiring coslies and bullocks required for e
47, Tinelins to beliove it wil] be found to be bolow that of the expenses, direct
aud contingent, of kesping and ustng Government elephants between thatt place
and Ooty.

[PS, dated 10th November 1865,

rs ot Govern-
Were a total struck of

(Signed) H. D. PHILLIPS,

30th November 1865, No. 1235.
The Governor in Council has had under his considoy
have haen passzd with reference to the employment of elep
iills. On the 10th October 1864, an Order was passed in
No. 3594, forbidding the use of elephants on the Hillg or
special occasions, such as the movement of Troops,
page for His Excellency the Governop and the Commander-in-Chief, when on
their tours, Subsequently, on the 23rd November 1864, it was directed in the
Judicial Department, that the foregoing prohibition which related to elephants, the
proper:y of Government, should be applied to the ¢
property of private individuals, and the Magistrate
to 1ssuc a Notifieation, warning the owne
and moral, which would attach to the
neglect of the prohibition.

2. On the 5th October Iast, the Commissary General was directed, in the
Revenue Department, to comply with a requisition made
the Government Chinchona Plantations, for the use of three elephants for the pur-
pose of conveying provisions to the plantation at Mailkhondah. Colonel Hill has
reported that the requisition cannot be complied with, there being no spare cle-
phants available, but tha Governor in Council is of opinion, on further considera-
tion, that if the cass were otherwise, tho arrangement ought not to be allowed.

(Tme Extract),

No. 141. ORDER THEREON,

ation the orders which
hants on the N eilgherry
the Military Department,

Ghauts, except on very
or the transport of Camp Equip-

of Coimbatore was instructs:
rsof such cattle of ghe responsibility, legal
m, should any aceident happen from their

Clief Secretary.

'_To the Revenue Department.

Exd. J. H, Burns.

arrying supplies to Mailkhon- .

ase of elephants or cagnels, the
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