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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
15th November 1865.

No. 64. Read the following letter from the Secretary to the Central Committee,
Paris Exhibition, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ;
dated Madras, 10th November 1864.

I am directed by the Central Committee, Paris Exhibition, 1867, to inform you
that several applications for funds have been received from up-country Committecs,
to cnable them to commence operations. The Central Committee feel that to
reply to these applications by stating that no funds can be remitted must inevitably
damp the zeal of the Local Committees. Mr. Lecot, the French Consul, has very
obligingly offered to advance this Committee such sums as may for the present be
required, pendingreceipt of the reply from the Secretary of State to the reference
made by the Government of India regarding the grant proposed by the Madras
Government. The Committee trust, however, that they may be relieved of the
necessity of availing themselves of Mr. Lecot’s kind offer ;and I have now the honor
to request you to be good enough to solicit from the Governor in Council a tempo-
rary grant of Rupees 8000, on account of advances, &c., for objects to be transmit-
ted from Southern India to the Paris Exhibition of 1867.

9. I am further desired to request that Dr. George Bidie, Professor of
Materia Medica at the Medical College, and the Reverend Thomas Bliss, of
Bishop Corrie’s School, may be invited to aid the Central Committee with their
experience.

No. 65. ORDER THEREON, 15th November 1865, No. 1179.

A copy of the foregoing letter will be sent to the Government of India, with a
request that the Madras Government may be authorized to comply with the appli-
cation made by the Central Committee.

2. Dr. Bidie and the Reverend Mr. Bliss will be appointed Members of the
Committee.

(True Extract).

Chief Secretary.

To the Secretary to the Central Committee for the Paris Exhibition,

Exd. J. H. Burns,
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