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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Publie Departuent,
11tk September 1865.

No. 64. Read the following Despatch from the Right Honorable Sir C. WOOD,

I transmit herewith, for the information of your Excellency in Council, a copy
of a Despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Réunion, dated the 4th May last, and
transmitted to this Dcpartment by the Foreign Office, containing remarks and sug-

gestions with reference to the stato and prospects of Indian Immigration into that
Island.

Colony, The supply from India has been s yet quite inadequate to meet the demands of the
Planters and others. The measures which have of Jate Years been adopted to secure the protec.
tion of the coolies, have tended (o make an extended immigration of British subjects to Réunion
much more desirable.

2. The immigration from Calcutta has heretofore been certainly no great success; but I
feel sure that, if good Agents were sent up in the North-Western Parts of India, & superior clagg
of men could be found in abundance, who, with proper care and kindness shewn to them here,
would be as acceptable as any other laborers. Qyr own Government in Mauritius find no diffi-
culty in disposing of Indians from the Bengal Presidency, and I do not see why any should be
experienced here where, in some Téspects, greater provision is made for the Indian than ig our
own Colony,

3. I am totally opposed to the system of Commereia] Houses in Calcutta or in Réunion being
charged with the collection and eventual distribution of immigrants, I consider a properly paid
for the sole supervision of
the immigrants before embarkation, and that a Prolonged detention in Depét, whether in India

4. I have already expressed to the Réunion Government my opinion on the subject of Corg.
mercial Houses being charged with the reception and distribution of coolies,
Perhaps abuses ; as I consider in the spirjt, though not actaally in the text
the Government is alone responsible for all Ineasures, up to the moment of the cession of the
immigrants.

5. The detention of the Indians in Depdt at Caleutta destined for thig place, hag already
attracted the attention of the Government of India,

6. In my opinion the greatest possible facility should be
dians from Madras and the Coromandel Coasts, as the Mal
fectly, and are always acceptable. I shoulq also recommend the adoption,
of the gystem of special engagements made by properly licensed
various Districts up-country, both in Madras and Bengal.

7. I should also be glad to see the abandonment of the present system of cash advances to
Indians before their departure, aud which are made re-payable by certain monthly deductiong
after arrival here. T consider the present system amounts to an abuse, ag the money advanced iy
virtually of no good to the Indian, as it is, in nine ¢ases out of ten, from all [ cap learn, taken
away by the *“ Maistries,” or Natives who conduct the intending emigrant to the Depét, on some
frivolous pretext of expenses incurred for him en-route.

8. I feel also convinced that the Réunion Government are mistak
uuder certain and proper precautionary measures, the settlement of the Indiap in the Colony at

the termination of his engagement, either ag a free labozer, or, if Possessed of means, g3 an inde.
pendent member of the community,

as much ag possible,
and sufficiently paid Agents in
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9. Itis with some apprehension for the laborial difficy
to the probable exit next year of a great number of the sur

lties of Réunion that I look forward

Inp1a OFPICE; T
. ' ] une 1865:
vivors of the six thousand Calcutta . "~ PuBLIC. : L(mdon{ ﬂ,w 80 J S
immmigrants who arrived between 1860 and the end of 1861, and whose industrial engagements No. 47. R ; RIS
must then expire, as, however unacceptable the Calcutts immigrants may have been, the loss of L ?% o o T . J Councils. '
any quantity of men who have naturally become acclimatised could not fail to be severely felt ' RS ' ‘ 977 £ s Governor General of. India Ou,, -
10. I cannot disguise from your Lordship my opinion, that a great amount of the abuse 3 T ellenéfﬂw Right ﬂmbk e UPIECRITRICE. g Ei&eﬂeiicy me s
showered on what is called the failure of the Indjap Immigration is encouraged by certain per- ‘. ’ H’I«S wCCLENC = A h :eW'lth for the 4inf(')rma’t10n 0 ufot Réunion, dated "
sons in this Colony, whose eyes are ever longingly directed to Madagascar and the Coasts of  Sie,—1 tragsmit- er tch fr,om Her ’Ma.JEStY s Cons {313 Fol’elgn Ofﬁce’ L
Africa for a supply of laborers, who, once landed, would probably never quit Réunion, éouncﬂ, a COPy'ot a»Des_p? smitted to this Department b};h ‘StVi‘lteA a,n(i.‘-Pros_“‘" .
11, If an immediate supply of eight or ten thousand men could be obtained from India, * the 4th May 1&513, and tm;l estions with reference tO € stat LR
and a yearly supply of six thousand more be almost counted on, the present difficultjes would . contaning remarlfs and £ f%ntb that Island. .
bo xomoved: i a ects of Indian hanmigratio . R S -
12. Should Her Majesty’s Government think i advisable to incur the expense of sending P B e I have, &, - R
me on & special Mission for a few months to India, with o view to my reporting on and explaining N : . (Sl ed) -~ C. Woon.
the existing state of things here, with a view to measures being adopted for the immediate relief of ) ' gn S
the present laborial requirements of Réunion, I should of course be only too happy to accept the % . . : - ' ' st
oy . o . e i st Sl Geen
responsibility imposed upon me, S - _ ™ JONSULATE, REUNION,.. a0
13. I have the honor to add, I have, with the exception of one paragraph, laid the present i e RS : - ‘_?EIT;SH Co "“”’1865 i e
Despatch before His Excellency the Governor. ' L T o o T ~ The Ath Maﬁ* o
No. 929. e No. 15. .. ’h ‘honor to draw youl Lor&ﬂ?%;ﬁnl?e?;?mﬁgmte ' -
Copy forwarded to the Government of Madrag for information, i My LORD;?-‘fI"hafV:hfs%élbni- The Vsulﬁ’.aff&";ﬂ;m * The meﬂsm'es“ﬁn ach! Lt
(By Order,) -~ labour reg o 'meet:*‘t)'he* demands of th:é}.)i}ﬁ:pm&cﬁon- of the mhas’w h e’
. Hovr DEPARTMENT, SIMLA, (Signed) A. P. HOWELL, . il}ﬂde%f%f tirs: e adw&"ﬁﬁﬁm;%f ritish® sabjects to’ R eum(:* —~— 2
11¢h August 1865, Under Secy. to the Qovt. of India. # ltlgvfn a.ke an. ”(Ted 1m‘f’f‘g_.”~w‘ ."}‘Aﬁ“; R R St i ’”‘ op:'reat ';;:,--fi. ;- - T
— | BAble. et oiite Tas heretofor beon cerfainly no grost setess s
" No. 65. ORDER THEREON, 11th September 1865, No. 939, des.lxﬂ;’ b s oation $POM Caigptﬁ?%;_l}:*:ezeit;ﬁ.% th the'N'oﬁi-W?““?;%gmﬁ —
J . _ ) _ e ImmIgratT. . sod Agents were:sent o who; with ohre N
Communicated to the Protector of Emigrants for information. but T foel sure that %‘OQ%nAé%euld be foundin abunfaﬁgzs “any other labordrs. . o
Signed) A TIN .India, a superior class of men would be a8 accepiabe =~V L dians from
(Signed) A, J. ARBUT BGNOT, ~India, a SUpPERHAF # to them here, ifficulty in disposiny o :
| . kindness shgwn itius find no difficulty ’ rienced here where,
Chief Secretary and ko ~wernment in Maurt hy any should be experier 1
: Our own G"vm}g’ and I do not see Why thy;, Indjan than in our own Cplony.
the Bengal Presi engt:ar provision i8 made for o houses in Calcutta or in
in some r?spec‘fs, gr sed to the system of fgommmald; st(;ibuﬁ‘m of immigrants,
T am totall OPPé) with the collection mﬂevzn honld be named by, the French
Réunion being CYoTRC -3 and responsible Agent s ants before embarkation, and - -
I consider & properly pilhe supervision of t.he_lmng; r here, shoald be absolutely
'Government fof} fih :e::ion'in depdt, whether in India or he P T
that & prolonge » e
T the Protector of Emigrants.

Z“fﬂ' ",;, . .-' ).Lﬂie sn .éét )
forbidden. . re”ea .‘Réuﬁfbn:a(}overr;{ninigggil’-stn?ﬁ?ltgghziof co}))i)ieS.
» already eXPIESSEl Q4 & withi the regeption and distriby tuslly
Il;h:\;gi:fﬁ : X« B Sl Al esw::h;{ considler in the SP“"“:{‘{;.‘E;% arlllotniisureg
o Z‘;Emg delay and pet eﬁﬁ"'-f»”-é»dmmw‘“ménhis alone responsible fora% MEASHES ~.
e toxt € SOOI the immigrants. tined for tis. place, bas
- - [ ) T ‘ a. SRR
Tho debention O tention of the Govermment of India. tfie rectuitment
| ttra'cted tbe at T X P it houldbek en 1o .,‘S‘-‘e":'ln; Coe o
already atfrae e = greatest possible fact by 20 e Mababiar immigradts
In my opinion, the and the .cég*omandel Col " 1 should-also recommend the
of Tndians fiom 2 20y and arg always acosptable. gagoments mads by properly
theive bare most RO 1 X p B systam o arious districts up-coustry, both '
: adoption, asm“"g:ﬂgﬂy ts in various CuSUTHE ) 3
' ioensed and suffitently P R e ~
Ezxd. J. Tulloch lﬁc:l&ms and Béngﬂl e
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I should also be glad to see the abandonment of the present system of cash
advances to Indians before their departure, and which are made repayable by certain
monthly deductions after arrival here, I consider the present system amounts to an
abuse, as the money advanced is Virtuully of no good to the Indian, as it Is, In nine
cases out of ten, from all I cay learn, taken way by the « Mestrys,” or natives who
conduct the intending emigrant to th depdt, on' some frivolous pretext of expenses
incurred for him ex route,

I feel also convinced ‘that the Réunion Government gre mistaken in not
encouraging, under certain and proper precautionary measures, the settlement of the
Ind_la.n in the Colony at the tern}matlon of his engagement, either as a free-laborer,
or, if’ possessed of nieans, as an independent member of the community.

It is with some apprehension for the labgrial difficulties of Réunion that T look
forward to the probable exit next year of a great number of the survivors of the
six thous‘md (»alcu_ttd tmmigrants who arrived be{:weeq 1560 and the end of 1861,
and whose industrial engacements must they expire, as, however unacceptable the
Calcutta immigrants may have been, the loss of any quantity of men who have

»

naturally become acclimatised could not fuil to be severely folt.

I cannot disguise frqm your Lordship my opinion that 5 great amount of the
abuse showered on what 15 called the failure of the Indian Immnigration is cneour.
agad by certain persong n this Col)o.ny, whose eyes are ever longingly directed to
Madagascar and the Coasts of Afiica for a supply of lahorers, who, once landed,
would probably never quit Réunion.

If an immediate supply of eight or ten thousand men could be obtained frodn
India, and a yearly supply of six thousand more be almost counted on, the present
difficulties would be rémoved.

Should Her Majesty’s Government think it advisahle to'incur the expense of
Sefiding me on a special Misston-tor few months to India, with u view to my report-
ing on and explaining the existing state of things here, with a view to measures
being adopted for the immediate relief of the present lahorial requirements of
Réunion, T should of course he only too happy to accept the responsibility imposed
upon me.

I have the honor to add, T have, with the exception of one paragraph, laid the
present Despatch before Hig Tixeellency the Governgy

I have, &ec.,

Toe, Eary Russkry, (Signed)* Joux D, Hay Hin,
&e,  &c, & Her British, J/(g/'ea‘/‘//’s Consul.

No. /AZ/
Cory forwarded to the Government of — MM

for information,

By Order,.
Hour Departypnt, /
A,

ke August 1863, A '
' Under Secy. to the Govt. of India.
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