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Probeedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
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No. 148. Read the following letter from the Magistrate of Madura, to the Chief
Scerctary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Madura, 16th Octo-
ber 1865, No. 487.

With reference to the enclosed copy of a letter* from the Zillah Surgeon of
Madura, I have the honor to requost
# Dated 18th May 1865, No. 25. Government will sanction the construc-
tion of a dead house at Madura, ac-
cording to the enclosed plan and cstimate, for the purpose of examination of bodier
being made by the Surgeon, and that the Superintending Enginecr be directed tu

furnish funds for the construction of the same.

From the Zillah Surgeon of Madura, to the Magistrate of Madura; dated Madura, 13th May
1865, No, 25.

1 have the honor to inquire whether you can give me any room, shed, or small building, in
which dead bodies sent to me for examination may be kept, and the post mortems made ?

2. At present these bodies are brought_to the Civil Dispensary. 1 think this proceeding is
highly objectionable for three following reasons :~—

1st.—Because these bodies are always more or less decomposed, and evolve a most horrible
effiuvium, which penetrates every part of the building. This is, I think, very likely to prove
injurious to patients, in most of whom the vital powers are already low.

9nd.—Because there is no private place in the Dispensary for this purpose,~-consequent: -
it has to be done immediately under the observation of such patients as may choose to notice i-.

3;d.~—The proceeding cannot but be revolting to the feelings of most people, and is likely
to deter persons from coming to Hospital, and to cause a general prejudice against the institu.
tion ; even if there were & secluded place for the purpose, then it would be well known what i
going on.

3. 1, therefore, feel bound strongly to advocate the provision of a separate place, for the
reception and examination of these bodies.

4. Yesterday a body was brought in a very advanced state of decomposition,—immediately
the whole place was permeated by a most powerful and disgusting effluvium, and at the time cf
examination cvery patient must have known what was being done.

No. 149. OrpER THEREON, 26th October 1865, No. 1127.

The Government consider that it will be an appropriate addition, and an im-
provement to the Madura Dispensary, if a dead house were built near it, so as to be
available as well for the deposit of the bodies of dead paticnts, awaiting removal by
their friends, or burial, as for the cxamination of corpses sent in by the Police or
Magistracy.

9. Before, however, sanctioning the measure, the Government desire to have
before them the joint opinion of the Collector and Zillah Surgeon, as to whether any
objeetion exists to such an arrangement ; also, whether an enlargement of the Jal
dead house would not equally answer Dr. Rule’s purpose.

(True Extract).

Acting Secretary to Governmend.

To the Collector of Madura.

,  Principal Inspector General, Medical Department.
Exd.J. H. Burns.
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