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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
13tk October 1865.

No. 50. Read the following letter from is Excellency M. BONTEMPS, Gover-
nor of the French Settlements in India, to His Excellency the Right Ilonor-
able the Governor of the Presidency of Fort Saint George; dated Pon-
dicherry, 27th September 1865, No. 31.

(TRANSLATION).

I have obsarved with pleasure, from a perusal of the annexures to your Excel
lency’s letter, under date the 13th instant, No. 959, that the British Administration
has ceased to overlook the 5th Article of the Convention of 1861 for Emigration, as
regards the exercise of the functions of Profecior of Emigrants by the British Con-
sular Agents in Fronch Ports, with the same authority as the corresponding Agents
appointed in British Ports.  The measure applies at present only to the examina-
tion and registration of British subjects, wiro come into French Ports to emigrate,
but it affords ground to hope for the fullest exccution of the international text.

2. I'had the honor to write to your Excellency on this subject on the 30th
January last, letter No. 3.

3. Asregards the collection of the fee of one Rupee per Emigrant passed and
embarked, I cannot voluntarily consent to it without taking away from the weight
of my former protests. I continue, on the contrary to consider all fiscal taxos as
contrary to the spirit and to the text of the Convention, However, the annexures to
your Lixcelieney’s lettor lead me to suppose that the levying of this fee constituted
the motive for determining upon the measure. I accept it provisionally subject to all
reservations, under the necessity in which I find myself not to set aside any means
to diminish the obstacles opposed to our recruitment, and which have produced illu-
sory results.

et ettt

No. 61. OrpER THEREON, 13th October 1865, No. 1063,

The Governor in Council observes that in the Proceedings of Government,
under date the 22nd March 1864, No. 361, the Consular Agents at French Ports
were authorized to register and pass Dritish subjocts desiring to cmigrate, who
migziit have been recruited when residing in, or passing through, those Ports. This
arrangement, though not expressly sanctioned by the provisions of Act XIII of
18G4, is desirable for the same reasons which have led the Government of India to
sug b that the Consular Agents should exercise the powers vested in Protectors
of imigrants at the three Ports of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, by Section 24 of
the Act, and shoyld therefore be carried out in future.

(True Extract).

Ag. Secy. to Government,
To the Protector of Emigrants.
»»  Consular Agent at Pondicherry.
” - do. Yanam.
” do. Karikal,

Exdl :4 Ho Burn.'
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