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Lroceedings of the Madras Government, I'ublic Department,
27th September 1865,

P2cad the following Report of the Principal Inspector General, Medical Department.
" (Ilere enter, 10th May 1865, No, 149%*).

No. 112, ORDER THEREOY, 27th September 1865, No. 1004.

The above Report and its appended extracts refer to the operations of the
C'ivil Hospitals and Dispensaries throughout the Presidency for the year 1864, but
the statistical information therein contained, as to the number of persons under
treatment, is still open to doubt, under the causes which led to the alteration of the
heading “ treated”” to “ seen and prescribed for”, referred to in the Prineipal In-
spector Greneral’s last report, but which only came into effect late in the year. The
reports of future years will be free from this defect.

9. The statistics, however, show that there has been very little alteration in
the gross number of persons under treatment, an increase of 8732 in the number of
out-paticnts being in some degree counterbalanced by a decrease of 1057 in the
number of in-patients, the latter being evidently the result of economical measures
rendered necessary by the withdrawal of Government support from Provincial

1nstitutions.
3. The General Hospital, the Government observe, 1s not expected to be

ready for occupation until some time in the year 1866.

4. The Government are glad to find that the duty of providing for the cx-
penena of thois uwn local Dispousaries is being 10r6 aud more recognised by the
Mofussil communities, and that the year has scen so large an increase of the capi-
tal of these Institutions, which has risen from Rupees 1,64,806-13-6 to Rupecs
2,95,482-10-7 ; while of this, Rupecs 2,34,780-12-4 1s bearing interest. The charge
to Government on account of the Mofussil Dispensaries has been reduced by Ru-
pees 15,224-5-11 or to Rupees 71,337-4-11.

5. The Government agree with Dr. Cole, in thinking that the time has now
come for considering the mode in which these large sums should he invested.
They do not forget that these funds are the.product of private benevolence, and
that they are not directly subject to Government control; but they still consider
that, having respect to the fact that the Dispensaries generally receive from Go-
vernment the services of a Medical Officer and medicines free of cost, they may
with propriety insist upon the adoption of a course which will be to the benefit of
the Institutions. They, therefore, resolve to instruct Collectors throughout the
country to intimate to the various Committees for the Dispensarics, that the Govern-
ment consider that monied capital accumulated in their hands should not be in-
vested, either with private persons, or with Banks or other Agencies, but that a¢
the accumulations may from time to time amount to more than Rupees 1000 in |
oxcess of current requirements, they should be invested in Government Securities, -

6. The large collection for the Tinnevelly Dispensary has a,lready been fa- |
vorably noticed by Government.

7. Tl'le Gf)VGI‘nannt _would be glad to believe that Dr. Cole's anticipations
“ that*the time is not far distant when cvery Talook in the Presidency will have ;
medical charity ministered to by an educated Native Doctor”, were not too san-
guine; but they have no hesitation in giving it as their opinion that no more likely
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step to ensure this result can be taken, than that to which Dr. Cole refers in his
15th paragraph, viz., the training up, in local hospitals, of native youths, inhahn-
tants of the District, 1 a knowledge of the treatment of disease ; and they view
with very great approval the advance which has been made in Madura, and one or
two other places, towards attaming this object.

8. The probability of ensuring medical aid for themselves and in their own
neighbourhood, will most likely be necessary as an incentive before the inhabitants
of the remote parts of districts will consent to tax themsclves for the benefit of hos-
pitals. The labors of the vaceination establishments, who will, so far as in them
lies, without interfering with their legitimate duties, give the benefit of their general
mmedical skill to those among whom their tours may extend, will, the Governmeut
doubt not, assist in developing a readiness to accept, and anxicty to obtain, the
assistance of qualified medical practitioners.

0. With respect to the different local Institutions, the Government proceed to
remark upon those which call for special notice.

10.  Culizut—The Government consider that the wealthy district of Malabar
Jould be able to make greater efforts than are apparcnt from its financial state-
ment. The expenditure has exceeded the income (which includes donations) by a
sum almost as large as the balance on hand at the close of the year; so that another
ccar will proballshow no balance. The Government will not nhject to allow an
wstimate to be prepared in the Department Public Works for the repairs needed to
the hospital.

11. Chieucole.-—The removal of the Police from this Dispensary should be at
once offected. A small house should be rented for the purpose, if no other arrange-
meonts are possible, and the Government cousider that the Police Funds should bear
his charge, and that 1t should not be, as it now is, practically thrown on the private
Lenevolence of the district.

12.  Chittoor.—The plans of the new hospital at this place are now before
Jovernment. The question of making use of the.stones alluded to by the Civil
Surceon will be considered in the Department Public Works.

o . s . .

13. Coimbalore.—The romarks made in reference to Chicacole, on the subject
of Police accommodation, will apply to this Dispensary also. The Government sce
no objection to the adoption of Dr. Davis’ proposal for a L} ing-in-ospital. There
ean be no additional claim on Governmcent on account of it.

14, Coonoor.—The Government do not consider that the circumstances of the

Kotagherry station arc at present such as to render the building of a Dispensdry

necessary. ]
15 ’ Uuddapu/z.———rfhe Government are glad to find that therceis a prospect of

an endowment for this Dispensary. . | . ¢ the slioht
1 (] 2 : i Sy
16. Guntoor.—They will be prepar od to sanction the execution oi the shgh

. . - 1 “ 3 . T .k‘ th‘ rCCCi )t
1 51 sary > e artment Public Works on ¢
repairs necessary to this Dispensary 1m tie Dey 1

of an estimate.

17.  Vepery—The establishment of a separate ward as a Lock Iospital seems

to have been ajudicious step. ) e e
" 18. The Lying-in-Hospital continues to extend its sphere of usefulness. The

‘oo Wi seure the laree inerease of cases treated.
Government notice with pleasure the large meres ¢
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19.  Mwlwa~The great and spreading desire for European medical aid in this
Jistrict is cause for much satisfaction. The Government have no objection to the
proposed plan for selling European medicines, if the Principal Inspector General,
#ledical Departiment, considers 1t practicable to supply medicines, on payment, in
suflicient quantity. .

20.  Munargoody.—The progroess of the Liying-in-Hospital at this station, and
of the pupils, is satisfactory.

21.  Mungelore—"The remarks on the treatment of the Police in the hospital,
wnade under Chicacole, apply to this place. Immediate steps should be taken to
rent a separate building for a Police sick ward, at the cost of the Police Department.

99, ausulipatum.—~The Government have already sanctioned the repair, at the
public cost, of the Dispensary, which was much damaged by the late Cyclope. The
arrangement made for the accommodation of the Police 1s approved, and should be
carried out elsewhere.

93, Oolucomund.—The attention of the Inspector General of Police will be
called to Dr. Sinith’s statement as to the Police clothing, and he will report to
(overnment how the evil eomplained of may be remedied.

24, Daliport Lazareito—It has been resolved to abundon this building, and
orders have already been issued for the provision of a proper hospital in a more
cramiond position.

95, Rajulanundry.—The Government trust that tie Civil Surgeon’s fears for
the stability of this Institution arc not well grounded, and that the subject of its
support will be taken up by the Government officials of the District.

28, Trunguebar—The Government share Dr. Cole’s difficulty in understand-
ing why this Dispensary should be so poorly supported, while other Dispensaries n
the District have been so cencerously upheld.  The subject is one which may well
enaage the attention of the Collector. i ' '

o7. Vz'zccgapatam.——-Tll0 energotic action of the Municipal Association is most
satisfactory, and the general recourse to the Dispensary for relief is subject for con-
gratulation.

08, It remains for Government to notice the subject of the expenditure of the
Civi) Tospitals at the Presidcucy.

29. The total expenditure on these Institutions was in 1863, Rupces
1,68,113-0-4, from which sum 4500 Rupees were to be deducted on account of Hospital
stoppages.  1n the year 1861, the total amount of stoppages and sale procecds of old
articles was Rupees 5190-1-10 ; but although the year was a decidedly healthy one,
the expenditure reached the amount of Rupees 1,84,285-8-10 ; or the gross cost of this
yoar shews an eXcess over that of ?as‘c year of Rupees 16,172-8-6—a sum nearly the
same as the reduction upon the Provineial Disnerzovios (Rupees 15-224-5-11), and
ot much less than one-fourth of the whoie expenditure upon the forrer uaed st
tuﬁ()IlS. .

50. The collection of private contributions was confined to one Dispensary,
Vepery, and amounted to Rupees 108-12-0,. ﬂ.xe movement having beeP sc’? on f.'()ot
shortly before the closc of the year ; but 1t'1s stated that R}lpees 60. is being raiscd
monthly, the monthly expenditure of the Dispensary, aftef deducting the cost of
Medica{ Subordinates and Jeuropean medicines, being Rupees 664-10-6, or rather more

than cleven times the contributions.
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31.  For convenience of reference, the total expenditure on each of the Presi.
dency Institutions is shown in the margii.
e aomomoaov o The Asylums, Male and Female may be
General fTospital....eo.oeees 82756 2 4 ; ’ i
Nutive lufirmary... . .... 16072 3 8 08335 5 o excluded from the account. The expendi-
— tanked -
Black Town .. ...cuvvve s o, NG turc upon them is chargeable as much to
Chintadrepsttal ... coeee ... ... 13 S .
TEPlCANA vsvve vs e ae o on 5,265 15 1 the Provinces as to Madras, and the re-
s e 9,558 15 4 ‘ - .
Vepery i 17252 9 4 moval of the Asylams to the Neilgherries
Eye Infirmary.. oo ovinnnn 21,802 12 8 =2 ) I Fron ) ‘ l., )
Leper Hospital...vu s vnienne 9.2“18 4 g will remove the Lhdlg(} also. 1\[01(.0\()1“,
Lying-in-Hespitai... .. oo .o 20,297 5 3 sias 5 o the character of the Institutions is essen-
k] - .
virae 2 hally different from that of Hospitals.
LA . . .
Male Asylumecee i orn 835 13 11 The Lunatic Asylum is also not properly
Femaloe do. ... . 7};) 9 9 P " » S ; : 3
Lunatic d0.  yi we we. 20,350 12 11 a 'Iebldeucy Instltutmn. Its location at

Madras is accidental, and it receives pa-
_ tients from all parts of the country.

32.  The removal of these charges diminishes the cost of Presidency Institu-
tions proper, to Rupecs 1,67,399-4-1, of which Rupees 98,828-5-0 is the cost of the
General Hospital and Native Infirmary (classed with the General Tlospital, as it is
proposed to build a Native General Hospital of which this may be taken as the pre-
sent representative) ; Rupees 17,252-9-4, of the Dispensaries proper (the Dispensaries

attached to the Lying-in-Uospital and General Hospital have been in this statcmient,

i corporated With the Testilofiasc ‘ucrsclves, although in the Tteport they are
sepat-ated) ; and Rupees 51,318-5-9, of the Hospitals for special purposes—the Eye
and L. ying-in-Hospitals, and the Leper Hospital.,

53.  Four-sevenths of the charge for the Eye Infirmary consists of the «
of the Superintendent, who performs other lmportant duties in the Medical Collewe.
The large expenditure of Rupees 4122-0-4 on “ other charges” needs explanati;n.
It 1s greater by Rupees 1300 than the same item in the General Hospital,

alary

34. The cxpenditure on the Lying-in-Hospital, although there can e no’

question as to the advantages of such an Institution, is one of which only & small
pertion is absolutely a mecessary charge.  Of the whole number (1420) of Women
delivered, the labor in 1218 eascs is stated to have been natural, or presented no
difficult features. The Government :;bstain in this place from commenting on the
expenditure of this useful institution, and will reserve their obscrvations for the re.
port furnished by the Principal Inspector General and now under consideration,
making the one remark that this is an Institution in which of gJ] others diet fecs may
properly be charged to patients. The cause of entry to this Hospital is not unfore-
seen as in the case of ordinary sickness. The patient, is, in all cases, a woman, and is
seldom, except in the lowest classes, a bread-winner, and her hushand must have sup-
norted her out of Hospital had she not been admitted.

30, The Leper tospital is an Institution from the charge for which the Go.
vernment cannot hope to relicve themselves. 1o sccure fey cevnomiisal manage-
ment 1s all they can expect.

36. The Dispensaries nced not be reviewed one by one.  When the proposed
Native Hospital is complete, the Government will probably Leable, in great measure,
to relieve themselves from the charge for what will then become mainly local chariﬁes:
Their retention as Dispensaries, for out-paticnts only, will probably he advisalle;
while the provision at them of propor means of ransport for paticnts needing
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treatment as in-patients in onc of the General Hospitals, will probably secure every
needful purpose, while it will also obviate the danger of the Goneral Hospitals be-
coming confined in their operations to their own immediate neighbourhood as re-
gards pauper patients. At Dispensaries for out-pationts the Subordinate Medical
Staff will only be small, and the expenditure for other purposes, exclusive of medi-
cines, will be comparatively little; but whatever it may be, the Government will no
longer be able to allow its incidence on Imperial revenues.

87.  The Native Infirmary will, on the provision of the Native General Hospi-
tal, be abandoned ; it is therefore unnecessary to refer to it here.

38.  The matter referred to at the close of Dr. Cole’s report, viz., the report of
the Committee appointed by him to examine the expenditure of the General Hos-
pital, and subsequently of the other Civil Hospitals at the Presidency, will be sepa-
rately disposed of, and necd not to be mentioned here,

39, The Government desire to call Dr. Cole’s attention to the paging of the
veport and its appendices. In fact, the so-called appendices are a mest material
part of the report, and it is unnecessary that the report of 11 pages should alone he
paged with Arabic numerals, while the appendices of 105 are paged with Roman
numerals. The paging may with advantage be consecutive, and in Arabic nume-

rals,
(True Extract).

Asting Secretary fo Government.

To the Principal Inspector General, Medical Department.
Public Works Departm ent,

"

yy  Inspector General of Police,
5y Accountant General,

y»  Lxaminer of Claims.

»n  Collector of

Exd. 7. H. Burne,
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