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Proceedings of the

M. (t(l;‘-(l.s'Govermncnt, Public Department,
102k June 1863,

S

" Read the followiag letter from ROBERT COLE, Esq., Principal nspector General

Medical Depastitent, Fort Saint Gearge ; to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT,
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Suim.(}eorgé, dated 25uh February 1863,
"No, 8.

1 have the Lionor to submit herewith the Returns of sick treated during the last three years
it the General Hospital, as called for in Proceedings of Government, No., 1,878 of 24th of No-
vember 1862, Public Department. : , -

2. These Tabular Statements, however, will not be of much assistance in enabfing qu-
ernment to cone to a decision regarding the'sulubrity or otherwise of the site of the Hospital
g ‘f-";gs,; and, _moreover, those of the General Hospital, strictly o called, will not admit dfz‘
rison with the Regimental Retoras for the same period, inasmuch as the conditions of life
'pat'iems,' who came from the most purt from the crowded and unwholesome streets

own, from Joha Pereira’s and Vepery, are very different from those of soldiers

ing spacious Barracks within the Fort. ; ‘

-

. The Retarns now before me, considering the classes of persons received into the General
ospital, viz., aged and worn-out pensioners, poor Europeans HUC o empiay; Meghanics and
BT the Railway and other departments, sick military details from other statious, sent
fudras for change of air and treatment, cannot, I consider, be properly broughy to prove fhe
site to which the sick are brought temporarily for treatment only. - The ratios
e of n‘fm;‘?;‘hty to treated are-bigh,'hn'dol.nbtedly, when compared with Retupys of purely Regimental
il but ey are not highwhen it is considered that many of the patients are old, worn-out,
and hopelessly diseased, before they come under vy
BTN the class of miasmatie diseagses,_ the prqportion}f deaths* to the whole Jl‘uspiml
- mortality hasbeen smaller than has been fuund to be the case’1n the Madras Army for a series
Sekiait i of years.  Thus, of 73 fatal cases of the Mili-

8 ﬁwi K thbé understood s psed in contra.distinetion tary F.uroppzm patientsin the Gleviar
he pastion

al Hlospita].*
f the eame tmildisg ovoupied by the sick of 1 Hospital,
Gasrison. e

only 28 were due to diseases of the miasmatic
o MR LA class; or 38 per cent.  Tn the whole Army, for

€ proportion of mortality from diseases of this class has been close nupon

s one eclass of diseage inflenced more than another, in its virnlence of

e, by locality and site, it is this—which inclgdes cholera, fevers, dysentery, diarrheea, &e,, yet
the facis do'mo show that, all circumstances considered, there has been that amount of sickness
and'fnnrtalily; fuiﬂy attributable to local causes alone, which should induce as 1o condemn the
s‘ité‘fs gphé}ahhy. There is, indeed, reason to suppose that the type of many of the

diseases
named is less virulent in those portions of Madras, which are exposed to the influence of the seq

hreeze than in other localities occupied by Military ; and the figures quoted bear out this view
as regdrds the Military'sick in the Qeneral Hospital.

He 5, i"x,d? not attribute much importance to these firures as affiyd

) : Hng statistical evidence of
the salubrify of the site of the Gegeral Hospital.  The sanitary condition of the localities {from

which the patients are reccived, is a much more important consideration in determining the
length of period wunder treatment of the sick, and the ratio of fatal cnses to recoveries. * P
Blacklock notices that the cholera cizes from the Sailors' Home, Stringer’s Street, and some otheg
spots, are geverally fataly while from other localities the disease is of a more tractable nature,
11 is obvious, therefore, that the previous circumstances of the patients must affect very materially
. the result of treatment in the General Hospital ; and it would be manifestly unfair to charge the
objectionable site of that building with the mortality due to disease contracted elsewhere,
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!" \W'lded buc all these matters will bedealt mtﬁm

Pk - general scheme for mpplpng the town with water is under consideration. &,
L % L O T Mﬁm&l College buiwugn do not in any way interfere with the vent&mqn of ﬂi‘ X%

, ; Bﬁmﬁi’ﬂi&n buﬂ&ipga must be fu the xmdmte vicinity of the Eosplta! and they couid noc

* better” plaeed, ; R g

1. The Prmezpa} Inspector General and the Inspector General of Hospiials wiﬂ be ¢
: °M° state s specifically what additions and minor changes and arrangements lhgj\q,gnld
~ made to, and in- fe new Hospiujabmlmngs, in order that the necessary i instru
- lssued at once in the Depmment of Public Works, i

12. On full consid tion of the nnb)ect, it is the deliberate opinwn of the
| nggnc:l that when the !e‘vefnl measures above referred to, shall have been
it ~ beno valid ground of nbjectiomagauut the position or arrangements of the Genemlﬁ
. A i ~As he has already observed, it apyea‘u to him that, even as matters now stand, the disad
: w‘ that position have been much exaggerated in the representations which have ©

the Secretary o %ﬁ' 'i’ﬁé Hﬂﬁﬁl bas the great advantage of being fully exposed to ‘hﬁ P“
wvailing gea breezes. It ison the louthem ~extremity of*¥he town and within easy distance
& the iﬁu—tha S‘hl ppiug, and al] t} o pulous dxztr,iets\, and ﬂm“mi ‘the Principa
ot *Q% "’m. ® a mmgr of 'nlal lmpoxtance in a clmee wbe:e d‘iétem mm lts co

! e ) *'-;‘pldl%]f _" g k! X ‘r‘b(—’. ‘-'& -‘>$\-l" o2 .j
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