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il D Malabar Sub Collector’s Office,
s emalodn afi oo =otcamp Minicoy, “Ist 0c¢téber 1899.

el \d baio (Jot e o 2 vt B ORBS Yo “tiat warral afis ol BatIudog

AT T

sd 8 Site 10011 fetemntd D Iam s A" ord dolr 1o DOMUNNEATO
Q.
walmet 8 Bos solvcradal i ol Deogorao anad QOOR ~Ulo" Darmudan s

y - . " £y s . -
gir, 55 +JUD L] A9 %

In it,eni 'N'o. 12 of the ma.t,t,ei'su'ue"be"‘drspcwed 'of ‘on *this Jisland
s wtﬁmiﬁ-'w ~ineuite into the charges of ‘extortion in” t h e

b
\¢

I rsale vof /Government. Jprice~in’ 1897 ‘on the part Of ‘the rice contractor
o Polzer mumasmaxmsm euum Kadir, and Alscﬁba"repm fupon =
*@Mdmww the ‘cyclone and fire which odcurred in “t hre
o ~ilslémd &tothe'éendrof 18964 ¢ rAccordingly IMQ thg!n'mum-rgow,

n
nd gya'ileN

<] .ﬁpdrﬂr’abmlhwsﬂ-‘-w* ¢ mo% Inenfrrevod yd S ‘;.:‘- 4' s ")7 ‘ﬁru aaj
s\ TBgMOI08 VQ-& I
“\ .2 . Byl deal firstBuithithe sale »@fﬂovam!lent riceﬂim' 1897.  On

. 8th November 1897 & petitionrwas putoin tesyou by 31 Minicoy -
wpiriglanders, ghén: biving lat Bombay, stabing that the iglanders were

.. slpeduced to  extreme ‘povepty b§ the action” of “their "Village "Offi=

-

nadeihy?rid !ﬁf’Prdcﬂem&-aﬂ,!’fﬁ"4 peay leo griivd of yoron o Hat ofE
,aaihprd geruére “ordéred by the Governmment Officialcof rour’ village to

sourload a large’ quantity of Bengal rice and also informed that the

. mepdifél Governmént 6f Indis hasogranted toWsell”to ag ‘ath8 " (Bén-

M .gal). éecps.per rupeby but 1t was not thel cele, and arfterwards «bo

aroup great sordow andrdisappointment’ we were: sobliged o pay" o'ry |
arfs seldyd tola of Silver ‘Foral seers of .pice &ndrfo add to our great /
hrosbrrow we were obliged and forcéd todpabt with"ourvone ,_ﬂnmm 5

et Jrungold forr@) séopd of "dBmmofl crdce. M 0 o amans syabrafel oY »'.»f:m :
ig e _ Jne <‘mesg-\a.re the only spectmcmllegab!answmae..*r.u:'rlo sma?po;!é
SN sa sonsopebitioned again in Janvary ' 1898 for: a-favourable reply to |
: : ~ "thepabowdsrroll Juoda cas PN 7 1o Y. T L s & wtods wioque Jepm yord
’ F tape B4 -Onh ABth-Bébruary 1899 cnerHussain IsmailrSerang living at

. “Bombay petitioned youy stating that he had addressed the Govern=
o/ - ment. of ‘Nadras-oh thersubjettoofithe 1slanders’ distress; ' e did" &

praying you for a favourable reply to his petitionydisanh AAETY
won s nod. THES refers t8 & pet.ium=puwmtbrnussamwsM1-&nd 6"
4 others; all livihgrat Bombay, Yo the ‘Govament"ofliam&d}“ about,

‘the middle of 1898. THE Governmeént’ of | Bombay caused’ s statement

Y0 be takén  fron petitioners by the 'odmnistionsr” of Police; Bombay
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“In,thisthey refer to the cholera and cyclone, which

e tovnlon O

in July 18984 ¥
a. occurred in the latter half of 1898 and which were followed by famine

in consequence of Wwhich the "Kanalkiapulla" (Gumasta) went 6 Calicut

and returned "with 2000 bags of coarse black Malabar rice and a t:a. =

from Palicut."

~

t
o~ ¢ o "These bags ought to-have been storéd on arrival at the Govern-

-2 |
4

+ A * n
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»h o
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R Lo,

hrad « Be 'The ~statement, proceedsi—-«« . el 4
~ments depoty but the Kanakkapulla steped them at his-ewn place-an 4

the Galicut trader who had comeiwith him 'put up with him, < He -then

mﬁwdr"the-*pwphe' and ‘ostensibly read out to them-a'sham papen-from

This apparently- - 'ﬂ_w announcisig that the food had/ beecn
refers to the Col-

lector’s Order datedsent by Govemment for their.velief é&nd “he~hra d
- 1-5-97 accompany-

ing .the /rices: = '~ been’ordéred/to sell at 8 sects Ipet fFupée. So
1 ~those who 'had money bought at 8 seers per rupec,
This rate only lasted ? or 4 -days.and the Kanakiapulla started giving

6 seers per rupee which rate lasted §'or '€-days. - He forced people -

-

. e ™
X 'J'l‘lﬁﬁa’ |

.

who had no money to bring coir yarn bundles.longer by one third than N |
?mm. md"ava Olh one seer in . nge tor &“ mcho-lmm bmdlas.

¥

- For gngaoﬂnbox' or copper:or brass pot. or hanging lights worth o,hout,
_1%:0r 4 rupecs he began giving 6 seers.

Y

il

Then-he-gave only half _a,"'
seer for new pleces, of «cloth used for covering corpses, costifg &.4

. g acseer also’forieach tola of silver: omﬁmentw and by and hyy, one

~ seor-only for-a-tola'of gold.” This-dire‘State of affairs due to the

Villege Officer-had lasted about’ 8 months when the fire occurred and

made the islanders extremely destitute.". When the islander at last

~went to Calicut.tbosseerthe Collector, the Gumasta, it appears, went

i~
b

with them and‘on his representétion the Collector told the ‘people that

they must, supply their own rice. "This was about November 1897."

Petitioners go 6n/to iaveigh against thé fraudulent andrextortionate
conduct of the Gumhsta and his misrepresentations that caused’ ¢t h e

"subsequent inactidn of the! Collector" and pray for help 'as the iszlande
ers are destitute.. |

. o
YA .

. " 6. ' Yet another petition was put in in September 1887 from ten so-
called "Moopams or representatives” of the islanders, whose right to
any such title is extremely dnm: .

Wm“ﬂ

m:r state that the 1000. be

e

Gulam #hadix pras Lhen” Mﬂm_wused his-eontract. ~rInstances
amn
on leave, he is the

gresent Cumastaw: &

2A

L, slq«y' t

~y JRoken: m&‘wwnimtq prices:~ -

gafoman

bos - dflom relief, comne

arty

®

,Z, R M In reality 'the cyclone was rin November 1896 the fire in January
Ao M ser . 1897 and the rice arrived in
G lomboer T
Ol obam /’7‘,
: m Rorroln
| =™

| (G { Lbess,, 1ails OF their pebition.

1

nanpetitioners for the

4

-islanders’ usey @nd one year’s btime-allowed .

"the contractor Poker Haji & i

the insti Fish n

for

| ward given: ° 12 or 14 'bundleésgiof coir Moft un=
and thicimess" were demanded. for one | seereduiRice- wa*

. Boxes, -utensils, ¢ loths &Ciy

. wrusual; length’
we ~a0)d Bl Gand Noseers MemINpete s
| were enly -peceived for-one “‘wenth of +bhein value in Tt.ee. ,
2. Lastly, «the wonen-of «the island came ‘en maswze 'tormetat the

Yo 5=

i

[ emeutchery: qu.the . 28theulbimo and complained amongst ather: cthings of
s J i

¥

s ~—

Wigs 1N 03 evessm . S

14 @écIn -veviguing ‘phe-above allegations it is significant that
~n-thewmost ~detailed: and specific allegations, rand the ldudegt criés
~from the men established in’ lucrative positions
s it Bombay, ‘ho presumably were nots onrthe igland at all. They have
. not-returned 4o ‘the -island yet, and permanently reside at ‘Borbay.
iexamine -any oftthem. | oIt ds moterorthy that

.-

+4I could mot therefore
[ they date the arrival of the rice betweent the eyclone’ andthe fire

May 1897, whichcis additional evi=

\

y §9¢ 08 the-island petitioners referced fto in para 61 examined

o | /denge ;bhat pébitioners imew nothing joft what they sstateds .1J
A
aits 8Ll except Ne. 2 rho was absent 1 ‘They'ara wery hazy aboutthe de-
mhey -comp lain that riceé wassold ati?
. and 8 secrs a TUpee, (whicgh 1is aboubthe mainland price of » t hie
e | rrin:m) instead of from @ to 10 -seers; but! their real grievante” “is
_t » that domestic utensilsy choths &C+ purchased @ vehy small auanti-
by joff wices oo Boxes Merth-is 12 fetched only M2 worth., ~¥hey ‘do
‘not lmow anything about the
Petitionens say ‘they-have-mo @rievances Bgdinst tife ithen

‘against the Gumasta; ‘one he

no g

barter of jewels, "the women mist be
asked¥

* Amin, Mahomed 'Bidijicbut shey have tko

ar when the dett e charged tiese ex-

. tortionabe rrates, “the other that the Gumasta promised thém pay fTor

landing the rice; but they did not 'get ity 1 sheard no complaint

4 -for landing the

3 t, they were not pal
from -any othen } 6 v
h . . 2 0O vana +0 the ‘:‘l:'ﬂ
' 11 antnar? order (dated 1-5-9 )) mas 40 b A "
v o ce ’ ",‘};'1,1 the ollecto O1 oY {
m 44 A
out, of island funds. The gonnection

to pay the landing charges

3k

h Y

oo
I L
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~ against the Gumasta hose intrigues ‘with Pokier }

_57

of fﬂia Gumasta with the contractor bBecomes very shadéwym ‘compared
I shall howéver
refer t6 LEAAvers tranidanl ofd ga LA wored wodomine
10110+ “The women represented thelr griévandes vam; ;;f:reely‘: ‘::x, \a}g..k
. oo o
pears that Poker ‘Haji 'soldla sect of rice (1) for 12 hanks of yarn (2)

with *the allegations = inthis ‘and other petitions.

wel 49 . Ty
H

cor 1 a,duba of' jaggery and (%) for 12 ﬁ'iews Of ‘mAs Tighs ' Nothing was
&aid &ou‘b “the Jbartering «of" ﬁstic‘fm’beﬂsils ‘or* off jmt‘s y silver or
of gold or-of the extrd § lévgth OF ‘thickness of ‘the hankd given. I
‘am convinced “that this is not'an oversight, ‘as the womenilcafie prepared
with sample ‘& hanks of ‘yarn, sample pieces of fias fishy and’s ‘sample
a,d.uba. ;zleasure t.o' display their grievanceg.the more 'l-érééﬁieauy:. e
there had been any quéstion Jof Wrife ir Bartering, T Have:

t samples
of the jewels amd utensils would have 'l:een brought/ - “!he omen - ’were

A speciallyrasMed vme’&her they had any grievance against .m Jm and

“said ‘they Had notl 1 Reference was made by ‘the women in their written
petition ‘that articles bartered by «them, clothsy boxes and 'domeéstic -

utensils fetched a. dmall amoudt of rice. “No'réfererce was ‘mde Ito the

bartering rof ‘silver and it must be remembered that the other articles
bwm;!ad, rthough no doub® valuable to their ownens, will Péteh alvery
smallprice 'onthe codsty ~ W YRBL Wl vl Do . ’ TRE )

11. T6"the best 'of ‘my belief the 12 hanks 6f yarn shown mé v'filli
‘be worth I2%nnas or a 'little lTess: it Jagdery runs from 70to 8 adubas

per ‘rupees s The 'sesr nlluded to throught the above Ppétitions id " the

Béngal "seer; which quantity 6f the rite supplied o the islenders id

worth a’pie orctwo over twe annas in Calicut. . "These ptices fare " not

therefore extravagant. ' Mas £ish is daid €0 bé worth 6 piles (per piece

80 ‘that a 'seer for 12 pieces was @n exorbitart price. The ‘'women ad-

mit howe¥er .that there were other tigders selling tice at théttime on

the' island and that they alsd demanded "12 mas pieces for a seer or ‘rice.

Poseibly the fish was badly cured or ept ‘toc long. ‘
""124 Pokker Haji diedvin “the atter Half of 1897, B (rimA

184 Ieonclude that therd is little or'mno foundation for "t h e
charge of ‘extortion agaimst the 'decesdsed contractor ‘and none whatever .

" hw.—a S

&/

on easy terms f‘

1and My opinion is that after their misfortunes at the end of
island.

1896 the islanders hbped to get a supply of Government rice free or

which in the hands of easy going Amin would mean -

tis) and conceived a grudge against the Gumasta who in t h e
gratis

alleged destitution
t of 1897 told the Collector that the g !,

Hence the petitions from Bom-

early par

and want of rice were exageerated.

, instigated. The Gumast,a admits that he came over in thev
bay were

: : vy
i ice. 'The rice was refused shelter
contractor’s boab with the ri 3

=

the then Amin who Was living in his wife’s house and making every

fFrort to leave Minicoy for the Malflives where he now lives. There
ef' 1o

{ Govemmen’o depbt except the cutcherry which is not big enough
s no g

to contain 1000 bags of rice.
s house, and the contractor lived with him.

The rice had t,herefore to be stored

) These
in the Gumasta

I believe 1O be the sole foundations for the charge against t h e

gumasta.
x x X x 3 1 <
(81gned) R. F. Austin,

Ag. Sub Collector.

(True Extract. )

%@—%

s> Collector.
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To

The Chief Secretary to Government,

-rf | Political Department,

| MADRAE.

: gsir,

pglnr | In continuation of my letter dated 12th January last %
Sle

7 CURi\ TT I\Q /.f.f/

Ma labar (‘ollector S Ofrice,
Calicuz, da.t,ed 24th November 99.

S 5 From

G. W. Dance Est., E.Co8es
collector of lMalabar.

S ”'l“‘n { have the honor to submit herewith an extract from Mr. Austin’s
tha of Minicoy.Nr.Austin

rt on the complaints against the Cumas

repo
there is no foundation for the complaints, and

( is of Opim.on that

I agree with him.

I W
N f -

1 nave the honor to be,
3 gir,

T ——

Your most cbedient servant,

Collector.
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a'miseuA o Mot Soomrdus oe e .
'? ne Axivenont timdoe of vormod and send X 11—10—98'the Noard of RPevenus was.
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bfm .PIJ‘!‘!.“_ﬂJ‘(:"‘Q'J ‘),’“ l.:f'\'y o b4l et oy - L . ﬂ' : ,qq ¥ % “ o |
L MOLIabro™ o sl o%rand Send o . IW‘%' Cits remarks,a report on a petition from
i Mg yoras I ' certain inhahitants of Minicoy Islands
k. - of the Laccadlves then llVlnp in Bombay, ﬂ'
4 ; . ' which had heen forwarded to this Govt.
29 o Tonod an* avan ¢ .
' an by the Gevit.of India for such action as
. g &
t - \ ™
A might he necessary re;drdlng their :
A e eI T N . : and co azd amof /z
. - D JEOM "ruol o distressed conditi qﬁ‘ The Bo ’s reply"

was considered in G.0.No.%,Poll, ,dated

3rd January'lE.S)Qland 1t was decided

that the matter should he laguired 1Ate

1.,d4/26-1-99 on the nemt 1uspection of the islands. ,

- N See also G.0.66 Pol
| 3 ot The Collector now submits the furtl
report. e forwards an .extract from Mr. '

| B $ g
b " o Austin’s report on the suhject and states

that he agrees with lMr,Austin in the

lopinion that there is no foundation . for

] fﬁl itha Couy 7L11 \t,‘% af (iJ.{‘.Dt tth': {lU‘ﬁaSthd- .
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submitted that the correspondsnce

may be recorded and a copy forwarded to
470# Ma M ﬁ

the Govt, of India for information]izf-
%m /Bﬁmwma?w (V7 ﬁb

W-maw‘m for offonsial. - P)s 791 | was Semk”

K - read ggain G.0.No. 726 Poll.;d/11-10-98. (F)
Y e e LR AT 100 S
: No.86 s f/ 56-1-09(P)
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= The Collector of Malabar N /o ‘ii ;ﬁ
(¢ of all & 0) g4
3 e 7;73‘ Y52
V ﬂ‘h qq Copy te the Govt,of lnqid.,...epartment :
> Hlﬁ' of Revenue % Agriculture)with reference §
. ]r to .ir..laconochie’s letter Ne,1836/5-19, :
, d/29-8-98,
.h) Miv
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" Date taken out.

FOR WHAT PURPOSE.

’
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C. No. .

Year.

Initials of
clerk taking
the paper or
of attender,

. Date returned.
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